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RHRC Spring Hunt Test 

May 14 and 15 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds 

Carnation, WA 
 

Two Master Stakes 

Judges:  Julie Cairnes/Ted DeLooze and Janet Wood/David McPherson 
       Junior and Senior Stakes 

    Judges:  Mike Collson/Tom Quarles 
 

Here are ways you can HELP! 

**Do you have a test dog you would like to run? 

We need  2 Master Test Dogs, 1 Senior Test Dog. 

**Stake Marshals/Co-Marshals are needed at 

all levels.  For Test Dogs/Marshals contact Jean Fowler:  

fernhaven@comcast.net 

 

**How about helping in a Pop and Throw 

station or Plant Blinds?  If you or you know of a friend 

who would like to help, contact Liz Gibson:  
liz@telopealabs.com 

 

**Would you like to Gun??? 

Contact Bill Woll:  wollwb@aol.com 

 

**Can you help with set up on Friday, May 13?   

Contact Susan Bell:  srbell@comcast.net 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 

 A—To encourage and promote quality in purebred dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breeds by encouraging sportsmanlike competition at  

  hunting retriever tests 

 C—To conduct licensed hunting retriever tests under the rules of the AKC, NAHRA or any other associations or clubs that  

  may sponsor these tests. 

               ~~Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 
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From the Prez…..  
 

April has blown in with wind, rain, hail, sleet, snow, and rays of sunshine over 

the past few weeks. April has also kicked off the Hunt Test season for both 

AKC and HRC Hunt Tests in the Pacific Northwest area. Congratulations to all 

those who have taken part in these events. 
 

As noted at the beginning of this newsletter, Rainier’s Spring Hunt Test is 

quickly approaching. We are still actively planning the Spring Hunt Test and 

watching closely at our entries so that we can determine the Master Stake 

size, duck requirements and availability. If you haven’t entered yet, please do 

so. This will aid with our event planning.  
 

As a reminder, Entry Express has moved exclusively to an electronic event 

catalog. Electronic catalogs will be sent directly to Hunt Test participants in 

PDF format. A brief tutorial about this user-friendly change can be viewed at 

the following link https://youtu.be/cUHPt5lG9I8 . Be sure to watch the tutorial 

so your smart phone or other device is ready to go the day of the event.  
 

Good luck to all those who are traveling to Missouri to attend the 2022 

Amateur Master National Invitational!  
 

We continue to welcome your ideas and recommendations to improve your 

hunt test experience. To share your ideas, contact a Board member and/or 

visit our Facebook Page, Rainier Hunting Retriever Club.  
 

Thank you for your participation and support, we could not do 

it without you! 
 

       Betsy, RHRC Prez 

Equipment Trailer Clean-up—CHECK! 
All Spruced Up and Ready to Go!! 

 

On Saturday, April 16, Sue Meyring and her son, Billy, Jim Olson, 

Randy Clark and Jean Fowler worked for a couple of hours getting 

the trailer ready for the season.  

We sorted the totes, discarded 

broken or unusable equipment, 

repaired some equipment and 

took a general inventory.  Yes—

we have plenty of picnic supplies 

for several years! 

 

Thanks to all who helped! 

https://youtu.be/cUHPt5lG9I8
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Continued on page 4 

 

 
 

           Bob Pepper 

Time was, you could 

judge a man by his 

hands. If they rolled into 

a fist and thundered 

down onto a table, you 

feared the echo of that 

blow. If they plunged into 

the soil and scooped it 

skyward, you respected 

the depth of the furrow. 

If they fanned out and 

cradled the first of many 

sons and daughters, you 

admired the gentle 

compassion. Time was, 

all of these things set a man apart and set him well with 

life. 
 

The truth is, that time is gone. 
 

Unfortunately, or perhaps mercifully, Bob Pepper doesn't 

know that. He doesn't know that time is not his friend 

anymore. He can raise his fist all he wants to, but other 

fists will only slap him back down, the manicured fists of 

lawyers, judges and boardroom developers. 
 

That may sound harsh, but it's no harsher than the 

ordeal Pepper has endured for a decade, when progress 

finally outpaced his pioneering ways in the vast 
Northwest. 
 

 

 

 
 

One day, Pepper looked up from his farm in the 

Snoqualmie Valley and saw around him a world he  

could no longer grasp. Above him, on the dappled 

hillsides, new homes were  muscling through the maples 

and firs and standing like sentries on the edges of steep, 

slippery slopes. One appeared and  
 

then another and that would have been fine had they left 

him alone, but they didn't. The runoff and erosion came 

pouring down the hill and pounding on his door, delivering 

rocks and mud and gravel. With time, a wildlife sanctuary 

on his farm was wiped out. 
 

Now, Pepper fumes about the unfairness of it all. He is, 

at 76 years of age, further behind than when he started. 

He sued the developers above him but the fight ended 

poorly for Pepper last year. Although a King County jury 

awarded him $517,000 for what is considered some of 

the worst erosion damage in the region, a judge stripped 

that to just $129,000. 
 

Pepper is seated in front of a homey fire in a setting that 

is more lodge than living room. Dusty deer antlers 

protrude from the walls, overlooking stuffed pheasants, 

lanterns, a giant turtle shell, horseshoes, a barometer and 

paintings of ducks. Make that WOOD ducks. "You didn't 

know that?" he asks incredulously. "Where. are you from, 

anyway?" 
 

Don't answer that. If you're not from God's country, the 

great Northwest, you're not from anywhere - although 

Pepper himself didn't arrive here until 1942. No matter. 

He made up for lost time, gulping in more of the region's 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds—History 

Many RHRC members have used these grounds for dog training over the years and the Rainier Hunting 

Retriever Club has used the property (along with other clubs) for their AKC Hunting Retriever events. 

The grounds, originally referred to as “Peppers”, was developed by the original owner, Bob Pepper.  His 

field trial champion, Jiggs, is buried on the property.  In  January 1992, the Seattle Times Pacific Magazine 

featured an extensive article about Bob Pepper.  I recently found out that Chris Braswell had a copy of 

the magazine and she generously loaned me the article so that I could copy it and share it with you.  

Thank you so very much, Chris.       ~~JF 

 

For the rest of 2022, the RHRC newsletter will feature a series titled, Bob Pepper, so that you will 

have a greater understanding of how this beautiful property came available for future generations. 
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pleasures and pastimes than most natives absorb in a 

lifetime. He was hungry for the challenges of nature, and 

the beauty of it, too. Double-barrel binoculars, not salt-

and-pepper sets, line his kitchen windowsill. Should the 

geese, blue herons and swans return to the marsh and 

shimmering cottonwoods on his land below, he can join 

them through the lens. 
 

"There's life everywhere," he says, pointing 

beyond a pasture dotted with geese, a few 

Herefords and an old white horse. "I take a 

break and lie under a tree down there and 

when I open my eyes a muskrat could be 

swimming by, or maybe an otter family, or 

beavers. There's always life in attendance. 

You aren't alone." 
 

One senses he'd rather sleep in the 

meadows than in this rambling, red cottage, 

where Pepper has lived alone since 1984, after his wife 

died of cancer. They had bought the farm in 1963. The 

dust of time has since settled here, covering the rough 

wall paneling and bookshelves bulging with classics: The 

Complete Works of William Shakespeare, "The Prophet" 

by Kahlil Gibran, and "Don Quixote," the mythical figure 
that fits him best. 

 

Pepper rises from his seat, backside warmed by the fire, 

and laughs at the cluttered wonders around him. 

"Home!" he says with an arc of his long arms, and it is 

the only one-word sentence he will utter all day. The rest 

is a galloping monologue with more peaks and valleys 

than the land around him. He's a born orator who 

conducts his language with a waving of arms, 

shooing the sentences to far corners of the 

room. "Biff, boom, bang!" he says of the hand-

to-hand combat he once had with an elk. 

"Suma cuma booma," he says of the academic 

degrees earned by those darned lawyers. 
 

To hear Bob Pepper tell a story is to relive it 

yourself, although there can be a price for the 

experience. Pepper is self-made to the point of 

self-absorption, single-minded to the point of 

obsession. He can numb you with his rhetoric. 

But just when you think you're going to explode from the 

verbal barrage, the old man will suddenly stop 

midsentence, whack his knee, and apologize for the 

soliloquy. Then he'll offer ginger snaps, coffee or crackers 

- anything in the house, it's yours, since he has no real 

attachment to anything but his land anyway, and did he 

mention that this land was shaped by giant glaciers that 

bore down on the earth more than 15,000 years ago, 

and boy oh boy, what a time that must have been ...  

To be continued in the June Newsletter 

MARC News 
172 dogs are entered in the 2022 Master Amateur 

Invitational.  There will be two flights of  86 dogs 

each.   

The event will begin on Sunday, May 22, 2022 and run 

to Sunday, May 29, 2022 in Sedalia, Missouri—Wood 

Dale Farm.  

This year’s event will be held on the same grounds as 

the 2018 event.  These premier grounds have also 

hosted the National Retriever Derby and other 

competitions.  Several RHRC members will be 

attending:  Chris Braswell, Dianne and Randy Clark, 

Brian Hawley and Jean Fowler. 

Good Luck to all the Competitors. 
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The following information has been 

shared by the Master National 

Retriever Club Board of Directors.  They have requested 

feedback from local clubs.  If you have any thoughts that 

you would like passed on to MNRC, please contact any 

RHRC board member to share your ideas/concerns.  

Posted by Editor:  Jean Fowler 

 

To: MNRC Clubs and MNRC Community 
Greetings 

 

We, the Master National Retriever Club Board of 

Directors, are communicating an update on Boards 

activities with the member clubs and retriever 

community.  Our intention is that this open 

communication will allow everyone to clearly 

understand our direction, quell rumors, and allow 

feedback from the member clubs and community. 

 

For the past several years there has been a great 

deal of discussion within the Board regarding the 

ever-increasing number of dogs entered in our 

event, and how to responsibly manage the 

growth.  Successfully managing the number of dogs 

not only logistically but establishing and maintaining 

a high quality of testing consisting of six series. 

 

It has come to the point, that if action is not taken 

within the very near future the event as currently 

structured will not be tenable, due to its shear 

size.  Very few retriever venues exist that can host 

an event as large as ours, additionally the large flight 

size has a negative effect on the quality of testing. 

 

At our recent Winter Board Meeting the Board 

reached the following unanimous decisions to 

address the growth opportunity. 

 

 

*The BOD’s direction is to hold the event at two 

rather than one location.  One testing location 

would in the East portion of the country, the other 

in the west 

*Handlers would be assigned a test location based 

on their home address. Historical data used to 

divide the number of dogs equally between the two 

locations. 

*No handler or dog would be allowed to attend 

both. 

*A method established to cap total number of dogs 

entered. 

 
The Goal is to implement this structure for the 

2023 event. 

 

A change of this magnitude is going to require a 

substantial amount of planning and changes to the 

MNRC Bylaws.  You should expect to see proposed 

Bylaw’s revisions for the club’s review soon. 

 

To summarize, the reasons for change are: 

  1. Number of dogs entering is becoming 

unmanageable. 

  2.  Grounds available to host large events are few. 

  3.  Declining quality of test. 

 

What we are doing: 

 

*Updating Bylaws. The bylaws have needed some 

updating in general and to specially address two 

testing locations. 

*Planning the nuts-and-bolts mechanics of how to 

implement. 

*Targeting Implementation for the 2023 event. 

 

We hope you find this communication helpful and 

informing.  We sincerely encourage your club’s 

feedback. 

 

MNRC Board of Directors 

Master National Retriever 

Club News 
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Attendance:   Betsy Reali, Doug Gallucci, Lee Redd, 
Jean Fowler, Susan Bell, Jim Olson, Sue Meyring, Bill 
Woll.  Absent:  Dianne Clark, Liz Gibson, Cat Martini-
Rashid 
 
President Betsy called the meeting to order at 6:40 
PM.  The March Board minutes were reviewed and 
approved unanimously. 
 
Treasurer Report:  Lee Redd gave a comprehensive 
treasurer’s report.  Highlights included: 
  Tri-club Balance:  $978.29 
  RHRC Balance:  $13,016.32 
Major expenses were:   
 *National Canine Cancer Foundation:  $500 
(annual donation) 
 *National Canine Cancer Foundation:  $50 in 
memory of April, Don/Anne West’s dog 
 *12GA shells (4 cases):  $616.52 
 
 Treasurer transition process is still underway.  
The club has received the new B of A check card and 
is moving to Zelle to send and receive money.  This 
will be especially useful for expense 
reimbursements.  Lee will investigate using Zelle for 
our online membership rather than PayPal because 
Zelle has no fees attached to it. 
 There was discussion regarding our insurance 
with Equisure.  Lee recommends adding Error & 
Omission insurance for the Board.  Susan reports 
that Evergreen Golden Retriever Club carries both 
liability and E&O.  She will meet with Lee to 
exchange information. 
 IRS filing date is on the horizon and Lee will be 
filing electronically. 
 

New Business  
Zoom vs. Microsoft Teams:  After discussion it was 
decided that Jean and Lee will share their personal 
access to Zoom for Board meetings rather than have 
RHRC purchase a dedicated account. 
Ammunition Update:  We have sufficient ammo for 
both our May and August tests thanks to diligent 
searching by both Doug and Bill.  We have a total of 
6 cases of 12GA and adequate 20GA for May and 
August. 
AKC Rules on reported animal neglect/abuse:  
President Betsy led a discussion regarding action by 
RHRC to prevent anyone from entering our events 
based on reported animal neglect/abuse.  Board 
Members concurred that RHRC is not in a position to 
ban anyone from our events because the 
misconduct did not occur during any of our events.  
AKC Guidelines refer specifically to misconduct 
occuring at an AKC sanctioned event.  This is 
considered a personal issue.  See: AKC DISCIPLINE 
GUIDELINES - EFFECTIVE October 15, 2019 
Explanatory Notes • Articles XII and XIV. 
Condolence Cards: 
 Nina Mann:  Jean will get information on where 
Dianne should send the card. 
 Barbara Hawley’s dog, Sierra, who was 14 years 
old recently passed away.  Dianne will send a card to 
Barbara. 
 
Old Business 
Hunt Test Planning – 2022- status update was 
postponed to the May 3 meeting as Liz was not at 
the meeting.  Susan is Hunt Test Chair and Cat 
Martini-Rachid is HT Secretary (in-training).   
 
 

RHRC Board Meeting Minutes April 5, 2022 

Zoom Meeting@6:30 —7:30PM 

Continued on page 9 



Page 7 RHRC News Volume 19,  I ssue 3  

Prior to the May meeting Susan will contact Will Hart 
of SVRG to finalize plans for dumpsters as well as 2 
extra porta-potties.  If we are unable to secure 
dumpster access through Will, Colin Ching has 
notified us that we can dispose of our test debris at 
the Leitch Property in Monroe for $75.  Our Club 
Insurance Certificate is good through May 25. 
Automatic External Defibrilator:  Doug Gallucci has a 
trainer for this equipment but was not available for 
comment during the discussion.  Betsy will contact 
Doug and make arrangements for training. 
Tri Club Agreement:  Sue Meyring is still working on 
updating the agreement.  Report is deferred to the 
May meeting. 
 
Trailer Clean-up Reminder April 16th – Clark’s 
property in Snohomish. …  10 AM 
 
For the Good of the Order: 
Bill Woll proposed a discussion regarding RHRC 
holding a Master Only test in the spring of 2023 at 

Cherry Valley.  Cost for ground rental would be 
around $200 and perhaps the club could come out 
making some money.  The Board agreed to consider 
this proposal in the future.  Regarding the difficulty 
of getting registered for tests, Jean asked if it would 
be possible to hold an Amateur master stake and an 
Amateur/Pro master stake simultaneously.  Susan 
offered to investigate this concept.  No action was 
taken on either subject. 
 
Next meeting:  May 3, 6:30 PM.  The May meeting 
will be broken into two parts:  First 30 min for Board 
Business, Short intermission and then return with 
those involved in the HRT for another 30 min. to 
finalize plans for the HRT. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Jean Fowler, RHRC Secretary 

RHRC Board Meeting Minutes  

April 5, 2022—continued 

RHRC 2021 Spring Hunt Test—3rd Series, Master  
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This Q & A with Danny Farmer came from the 

webinar—Expert Insights Forum Guest Blog Post. 

Handling Questions: 

Q: Can you talk about the use of and communicating with 

your whistle? When might you change the volume or 

sharpness of your whistle blast? Do you teach this, or is it 

intuitive for the dog? 

A: Soft whistle when in close and need a directional 

change - Hard sharp whistle is a 

more discipline whistle and 

communicates to the dog - you 

better sit and go where I cast 

you to go. I do this in training so 

the dogs know what I expect 

from my whistle as it is the only 

tool I have to communicate what 

I expect in the trial. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for 

improving handler depth-perception at the end of long 

blinds? 

A: Practice control at the end of all blinds - box dog 

around the blind - if depth perception is weak then 

have to have control. 

Q: What are some strategies you use to maintain precise 

control at great distances? 

A: Pretty much same as above - CONTROL at end of 

blind - run upwind of the blind so dog doesn’t wind it 

- Work on boxing them in around the blind - stop 

them short sometimes and have them deep of it and 

work on come in. 

Q: We talked about breaking momentum on fast dogs, 

but what are ways you create momentum, at a distance,  

 

 

when the dog starts to break down or give into a factor 

and you need to push them out of there? 

A: Handle - Blow a sit whistle and handle. Correction 

if needed. 

Q: You said Amateurs should take the time to run more 

drills. If you had 1 dog and 4 days to train each week, 

what might be your ideal training breakdown (marking set

-ups, cold blinds, drills) 

A: Half would be marking - 1/4 

blinds & 1/4 drills. 

General Training Questions: 

Q: What can I do to get my dog to 

do a tighter sit? 

A: Get it right away when 

teaching the sit in the yard - must 

be demanding and have a high 

standard. 

Q: Is there a way to always prevent a loopy sit or do you 

think some dogs will just naturally do that? 

A: Definitely prevent loopy sit - must get it in the 

yard in basics. 

Q: If you have a great marker that blows out of the area 

after a short hunt, how do you improve their tenacity and 

willingness to stay in the area of the fall? 

A: Marking drill, (described and illustrated in Training 

Champions Vol 1), handle when they leave the area - 

communicate to the dog get back in the area and let 

them find the bird - careful with pressure here. Have 

marks complicated enough if they leave the area they 

get in another fall area, so black and white to the dog. 

Marks are tight. 

Q & A with Danny Farmer—Game Day Handling Strategies 



 

A Ray of Sunshine In Times of 

Need 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is a 

community of support and love for anyone who 

is ill, who may have lost a beloved relative, pet, 

or is in need in any other way. 

Please contact Dianne Clark if you, or someone 

you know, could use a helping hand, phone call 

or other support.  You can reach Dianne at: 360-

568-3368 (home), 425-299-4252 (cell) or 

dianneclark@comcast.net 

Chase Away K9 Cancer 

Many of us have lost our four legged companions to canine cancer and many 

are currently fighting this disease.  One in Three Dogs will get Cancer!  

 

ChaseAway K9 Cancer has partnered with The National Canine Cancer 

Foundation (NCCF).  ChaseAway is a designated fund within the NCCF, a 

nationwide, contribution funded, 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated 

to eliminating Cancer as a major health issue in dogs by funding grants directly 

to Cancer researchers who are working to save lives, find cures, better 

treatments and accurate, cost effective diagnostic methods in dealing with 

canine Cancer.  

We raised $1,474,518.37 by the end of 2021 

   Make your donation today:  Donate On-line at www.chaseawayk9cancer.org  

     OR 

Write A Check Payable To: Chase Away K9 Cancer 

     Mail to :  Chase Away K9 Cancer C/O Cera Reusser, 

PO Box 65456, Port Ludlow, WA  98365 

     You will receive a tax deductible donation card as your receipt. 
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April 30 is WORLD VETERINARY DAY and May is NATIONAL PET 

MONTH—Celebrate your dog and Check your pup Monthly.  

Do A Pup Check to Chase Away K9 Cancer. 
 

Early detection may affect prognosis and treatment!   



The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 

 A- To encourage and promote quality in purebred 

dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities 

to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the 

interests of the breeds by 

encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at hunting retriever tests 

 C—To conduct licensed hunting 

retriever tests under the rules of the 

AKC, NAHRA or any other 

associations or clubs that may 

sponsor these tests. 

 

Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

  
Editor:  Jean Fowler 

Phone: 425-483-6476 

Email: fernhaven@comcast.net 

Rainier Hunting Retriever Club Newsletter 

Visit our website 

www.rainierhrc.com 

The Masked Winger 

What to do when your receiver falls off and you don't 

have any duct tape, wire or string?  Get creative with 

the old mask that is in your pocket! 


