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From the Prez…..  
 
Spring has sprung …and with it came spring Hunt Tests, spring training 

and spring sunshine. I hope you all can to enjoy the longer days, attend a 

Hunt Test or get out for some training with your dog(s) and friends.  

 

Rainier’s spring test will be dedicated in memory of club member Jerry 

Leitch. The test will be held on May 22 & 23, at the Snoqualmie Valley 

Retriever Grounds.  We are still very much in need of some volunteers to 

help with these events. If you, a family member, or a family friend are 

available to help run a pop and throw station, or plant a blind, please let 

the Hunt Test Chair Dianne Clark know as soon as possible. Half day, or 

full day shift staffing is still needed.   

 

As the 2021 Hunt Test season continues, we strive to continue to host 

AKC approved events while incorporating new regulations.  Effective April 

1, 2021 one new rule is as follows: to allow the amateur handler the 

opportunity to enter a test on-line 24 hours before the event is 

open to all the Pro’s.  

 

This year we are presenting two Master Stake offerings, for both the 

Spring and Fall tests.  We also continue to improve efficiencies with our 

events by incorporating rule changes promptly and adopting new best 

practices. Examples include a “comprehensive Marshall’s board”, and 

increased radio use in the field to smoothen our operations, and finally a 

new emphasis on keeping the line quiet for the working dog.   

 

I hope this message continues to find you and your families well. We will 

continue to monitor the expected Covid restrictions and will comply with 

the requirements under both State and AKC guidelines.   

 

Looking forward to seeing you in the field and at the 2021 Spring Test! 

 

 

       Betsy, 

  Betsy Reali, RHRC President 
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The 2020 Master Amateur Invitational was held in 

Corning California on April 18—22,  It was held this 

spring having been cancelled in 2020 due to Covid 19.   

Judges Ray Shanks from Georgia and Jeff Bundy from 

Nebraska set up 6 challenging tests on the Rolling 

Hills Grounds.  Of the seventy two dogs who started the test, thirty eight 

qualified.  

RHRC members Chris Braswell (Tipsy), Dianne Clark (Rita), Randy Clark 

(Alice), Katie Mearns (Corinne) Jean Fowler (Lucy) and Bill Woll (Faith) 

had their dogs entered in the competition while Susan Bell ran Gamay as 

test dog for all 6 series.  Our club members and their dogs represented 

the best from our area.  While only Rita and Lucy made it to collect the 

coveted Crystal Plate and Orange Ribbon, all dogs and handlers did a 

fantastic job of dealing with the scenarios presented during the event.   

One of the most exciting series was a double flyer plus a winger bird then 

a blind past one of the flyer stations and into a stiff cross wind.  A unique 

feature of the event was the presence of a drone operator who was able 

to video each series during the running of the 3 test dogs and subsequent 

posting on the Master Amateur Website of a photo with the stations 

identified, distances for both marks and blinds and then an excellent write 

up of the series plus what the test dogs did.  Alice Woodyard was 

reporter par excellence in describing each series.  You can view the tests 

here:  https://www.masteramateur.com/2020-event-callbacks.html 

 

 

2020 Master Amateur Invitational 

Contestants waving to the 

Drone Operator just before 

the 3rd series. 

Set up for the fifth series.  

Walk-up, Land/Water marks, 

Double Blind. 

https://www.masteramateur.com/2020-event-callbacks.html
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RHRC May Hunt Test 

May 22/23, 2021 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds 

Master A, Master B, Senior, and Junior Stakes 
  

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is dedicating our Spring Test to Jerry 

Leitch.   As many of you know, Jerry purchased the Greenleaf property in 

Monroe and welcomed all dog trainers to use his beautiful grounds.  Sadly, 

Jerry left us much too soon on February 19, 2021.  The dog community 

lost an incredible ambassador, friend and family member who will be 

deeply missed but lovingly remembered. 

   

If you would like to make a donation in Jerry’s memory, the National 

Canine Cancer Foundation at www.wearethecure.org is a great 

organization that is supported by both Jerry and his wife, Sheila. 

 

A Celebration of Life Memorial will be held on July 17, 2021. 

Save the date.  Details will come later.  

 

More about the RHRC Hunt Test on May 22/23 

Entries close on Monday, May 3. 

 

Judges: 

Master A—Liz Gibson/Ted de Looze (Saturday & Sunday) 

Master B—Linda Johnson/JR Oaks (Saturday & Sunday) 

Senior—Doug Gallucci/Tom Quarles (Sunday) 

Junior– Doug Gallucci/Cat Martini-Rashid (Saturday) 

 

We encourage you to volunteer to help us put on this event.  There will be plenty for you to do as we will 

be ensuring safety and health for all volunteers and participants.  We will be following all AKC Best 

Practices including all state and local guidelines, social distancing, mask wearing, and sanitizers.  Handlers 

are encouraged to bring their own handler’s gun if possible.  For additional information on the AKC 

guidelines we will be following, visit: https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/

uploads/2020/07/15121939/FINAL-2ND-EDITION-Retriever-Hunting-Tests-Suggested-Best-Practices.pdf 

 

Additional Information and to Volunteer contact: 

Susan Bell, Hunt Test Chair—<sbell@comcast.net> 

Dianne Clark, Hunt Test Secretary—<dianneeclark@comcast.net> 

Jerry at the RHRC 10 Series in 2018.  

Photo by Chris Braswell 

The “10” says it all!!! 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/15121939/FINAL-2ND-EDITION-Retriever-Hunting-Tests-Suggested-Best-Practices.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/15121939/FINAL-2ND-EDITION-Retriever-Hunting-Tests-Suggested-Best-Practices.pdf
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President Betsy Reali called the meeting to order 
at 7:05 PM. 
 
Attendance:  Betsy Reali, Doug Gallucci, Sue 
Meyring, Jean Fowler, Liz Gibson, Susan Bell, Jim 
Olson, Eric Marek, Dianne Clark, Bill Woll.  Absent:  
Cat Martini-Rashid 
 
March Minutes:  After the following corrections, 
the March minutes were approved.  Spelling 
corrections: Dianne, Meyring; clarification 
regarding coupon use at Snoqualmie Valley 
Retriever Grounds from last meeting.  
 
Treasury Report:  Sue Meyring – Bank balance of 
$6,802.91 (RHRC) and $89.75 (Tri-Club).  Sue has 
sent the Tri-Club Quarterly Report to Cindy Olson 
(PSLRA) and Linda Johnson (EGRC).  Sue is 
organizing an audit of the RHRC books.  She will 
ask Cindy Olson and Patty Gallucci to assist with 
the audit.  
 
Spring Hunt Test – May 22/23, 2021: 
Event Chair (Susan B.) - Susan deferred to other 
committee chairs.  She did ask the board to 
consider donating one free test entry to be used 
in the raffle at the Master Amateur.  It was M/S/P 
unanimously to contribute a free entry to our 
May test to the MARC Raffle.  Logistics – If 
someone enters the test and has purchased the 
free entry, RHRC will reimburse the individual the 
cost of the entry fee (excluding the Entry Express 
fee).   Both PSLRA and EGRC are also contributing 
a free entry to their tests. 
 
Test Secretary (Dianne C.) – Dianne stressed the 
importance of the test committee being familiar 
with the rule book.  She advised that everyone 
have a copy with them during setup.  Susan has 
extras and will bring them to the test.  Dianne 

strongly encouraged the test committee to be 
sure the tests are designed within the bounds of 
the rule book (decoy placement/brush up blinds/
walk up distances, etc). 
 
Chief Marshall (Jean F.) – Jean will select stake 
marshals after seeing who has entered the tests. 
 
Gun Captain & Ammo (Eric M.) – Eric has gunners 
for all stakes.  He would like to locate individuals 
who can load the ducks into the wingers.  Jim 
Olson will bring the live ammo.  Winger Tubing 
replacement is 50% finished.  Eric, Bill Woll and 
Randy Clark worked on replacing the tubing on 
April 3, 2021.  They will complete the work on 
April 9.  There may be 2 rolls of tubing left over.  
After discussion it was decided to sell the tubing 
to RHRC members and/or return the tubing to 
Zinger.  Eric will also need to purchase additional 
Zip Ties to finish the work.  There will be 12/13 
wingers with new tubing.  
COVID-19 Practices, Volunteer Coordinator - (Liz 
G. & Betsy R.):  A wide ranging discussion was 
held with Board members sharing experiences 
they have had at other recent hunt tests.  Even if 
Washington State returns to Phase II, we will be 
able to hold our test under the Agricultural 
Permit.  We will advise people to wear masks, 
have hand sanitizer and masks available at all 
stakes, have two handler’s guns/stake so that 
they can be cleaned between contestants.  
Retrieved birds will be placed on a bucket for 
judge to inspect.  Social distancing will be 
encouraged. 
 
Volunteers:  Liz and Betsy are still working on this 
issue as well as securing Stake Chairs.  Doug 
Gallucci will see if anyone from Cascade Rifle and 
Pistol club would be interested.  Must be 16 years 
old and have Hunter Safety Certification to run 

RHRC Meeting Minutes 

April 6, 2021 

Zoom Meeting@6—7 PM 
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the wingers.  Younger kids can work at the line or 
plant blinds. 
 
Judges (Dianne Clark):  All judges for the May test 
have been posted on Entry Express. 
 
Meals/Judge Gifts:  We discussed making lunches 
for the workers/judges.  This decision will be 
made as we get closer to the event.  It was M/S/P 
to give all the judges a $25 gift card on Friday in 
lieu of a Judges’ Dinner.  Sue Meyring proposed 
purchasing personalized wood-burned notebooks 
for our Judges’ Thank You Gifts.  She will 
investigate cost and delivery timing. 
 
Equipment:  We need additional duck calls.  Duck 
Calls will be sterilized in bleach water at the end 
of each day.   
 
Birds:  The number of Birds we need will be 
confirmed with Wendy when we know how many 
entries we have. 
 
Test Dedication Jerry Leitch (Dianne Clark):  
Dianne is working with Entry Express on this.  It 
will be published in the Program along with 
Jerry’s picture.  Colin Ching is doing the write up 
and will provide it to Dianne. 
 
Dumpster, Sanitation Stations (Liz Skyllingstad):  
We will provide 3 porta potties and SVRG will 
provide one.  Susan Bell will contact Liz with this 
information. 
 
New AKC Registration:   New rule will go into 
effect April 1.  Workers/Amateurs will be able to 
register the day before pros can register.  Thirty 
five percent of the entries can be amateur 
handlers.  Dianne will add appropriate 

information to our Entry Express Post.  It will also 
be posted on our Facebook page and an email 
notification will be sent to RHRC members on 
May 1. 
 
Ribbon Count (Dianne C.):  We have sufficient 
ribbons and duck bands for Spring.  We will need 
to order ribbons for our August test. 
 
August Hunt Test Update – August 14/15, 2021:   

Judges, Committees – Susan Bell is working on 
securing Judges.  Committee Chairs have 
not been appointed yet.   

Birds – We must confirm our arrangement 
with Wendy during our May test. 

Grounds – Sue Meyring will confirm our 
reservation and send a deposit. 

Entry Express – Dianne Clark will post the 
test/judges/etc. 

Raffle:  We have a Zinger Winger available 
(approx. $200 value) but there are no 
electronics in the package.  Eric 
volunteered to contact Garmin to see if he 
can get us a good deal on the electronics.  
M/S/P to see if it is possible to get a 
“used” holding blind that will be 
auctioned off after the MARC later this 
month.  We will not pay more than $175. 

 
10 Series:  Betsy Reali will see what June 
weekends Jerry’s Place is available for our 10 
Series.  We still need someone to Chair the event.   
 
Next Board meeting will be held by Zoom on 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM. 
 
Submitted by Jean Fowler, RHRC Secretary 

RHRC April Meeting Minutes—continued 
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In this article, Larry interviews several judges from 

across the US and shares their thoughts on how to 

better prepare to pass your next retriever event.  

There are common mistakes seen at all levels of the 

Hunt Test Game.  They fall into the categories of 

Rules, Obedience, Lining, and Foundational Skills. 

Know the Rules 

 Rules clearly define the hunt 

test parameters and setup in detail.  

They spell out what’s expected from 

you and your dog in each series.  

The rule book is free from AKC.  

Even a cursory review of the rules 

before a test will go a long way in 

building your confidence on the line. 

Obedience Skills 

 A common mistake is lack of 

basic obedience in dogs.  An obedi-

ent dog going to the line is going to 

be steadier than an out-of-control 

dog.  Line manners matter.  Junior 

dogs are granted a little more lee-

way in going to the line but should still be under con-

trol.  Obedience in Senior dogs is a must.  Breaking 

and poor lining due to obedience issues can cause 

poor initial lines and may fail mor dogs than anything 

else. 

 

 

 

Lining Mistakes 

 Take your time.  Check for 

any interference on the way to 

the line, like the honor dog, 

chairs, buckets or racks of birds.  

Plan ahead to decide how to 

leave the holding blind and where to face the dog on 

the line.  Pay attention to where your dog is looking 

and that your dog’s spine is in line with the blind or 

mark.  Take your time. 

Building on the Basics 

 Basic foundation work is critical to success.  Take 

time to establish fundamental skills before entering 

hunt tests.  Build a solid foundation in marking and 

perseverance and teach line manners, delivery and 

whistle response. 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the full article at: http://retrieverjournal.com/

perfecting-the-hunt-test/ 

Perfecting the Hunt Test by Larry Saavedra, The Retriever Journal 

http://retrieverjournal.com/perfecting-the-hunt-test/
http://retrieverjournal.com/perfecting-the-hunt-test/
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Bird Dog training has been expanded at the 

Crescent Lake Unit as of April 1st to include all of 

the unit until September 1st.  Stillwater and Cherry 

Valley continue to be open as they have in past 

years.  With the recent weather, the units are busy 

with agricultural and recreational activities.  The 

Ebey Island and Crescent Lake ag leases were 

renewed recently with no big changes in the ag 

lease.  Current leases are also on track with similar 

cropping plans as last season expected. 

 

Help is always welcomed on work days to keep the 

properties open and available for dog training.  

Helpers who use equipment, will need to be 

trained.  If you are interested in the training or 

assisting, please contact Cindy Olson— 

cindyto@g.com 

 

Submitted by Cindy Olson 

Crescent Lake Open to  

Dog Training 
Hi Folks, 

 

Just wanted to reach out and thank you all for the 

positive response to the changes that Sheila has 

needed to implement to keep Jerry's Place going.  

 

Your support and encouragement has been amazing! 

Ben, Sheila and I really appreciate all the help that we 

can get!!! This will really help check off a few things 

on the To Do List so that Ben and I can free up a 

little time to work on some of the grounds 

improvement projects like treating the ponds for 

vegetation and ensuring that we all have water to 

train on by repairing and maintaining the weir.  

 

Our focus this Sunday, 05/02, will be: 

 

 * Branch and Log Clean Up 

 * Planting some new trees and plants across the  

  property 

 * Adding some protective cages around some  

  new trees 

 * Removing Logs from the Ponds 

 * Barn organization 

 

If you're only able to come help for an hour that's 

perfectly fine! Many hands make light work! There are 

also some support roles like organizing a workers 

lunch/drinks that could be filled. Please email us and 

lets us know if you are wanting to help. We also 
realize that this is a little last minute so for those of 

you who can't make it this time we are planning for 

June 12th to be the next work party!!! 

 

Membership forms and waivers are still in the works 

but should be done soon and emailed as well as 

available at the bulletin board.  

 

Thank you all again for your support and making 

Jerry's Place a great place to train our dogs!!! 

 

Thanks, 

Colin Ching, Ben Thompson, Sheila Leitch 

Jerry’s Place 
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The Holding Blind 

AKC Hunt Test Rule Change 

(1) Chapter 1. General Regulations (17th paragraph) 

 

A club will not be approved for a licensed or member test if 

the proposed date(s) coincides with an approved licensed or 

member test(s), and the distance between the events is 150 

miles or less. An exception may be made if a club receives 

clearance from the club(s) holding the established licensed or member test(s). 

 

The second change will allow clubs to set aside either 25% or 35% of the entries of a limited master hunter 

test for amateur handlers. The set aside amount chosen by the club, will apply to the total number of entries 

prior to worker set aside entries. Entries reserved for amateurs will open one day prior to the general 

opening. Any unused entries remaining after closing can be filled by any handler after the general opening. 

This change becomes effective for events approved by the AKC after April 1, 2021. Events 

receiving AKC approval prior to April 1, provided they have not yet started accepting entries, may 

implement the amateur set aside program, provided the host club reaches an agreement with their entry 

service provider (Entry Express will not be able to handle this change until April 1, 2021). The exact wording 

of this change is underlined and will appear in the next printing of the regulations as follows: 

 

(2) Chapter 1. Section 4. Entry Requirements (new 7th paragraph) 

 

Amateur Set Aside Entries. A club holding a limited entry Master Hunter test must set aside either 25% or 

35% of the Master entries for amateur handlers. The amateur set aside level of 25% or 35% is at the host 

club’s option and shall be provided at the time the event application is submitted to the AKC. This 

percentage applies to the total entries, prior to worker set aside entries.  



A Ray of Sunshine 

In Times of Need 

 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is a 

community of support and love for 

anyone who is ill, who may have lost a 

beloved relative, pet, or is in need in any 

other way. 

Please contact Dianne Clark if you, or 

someone you know, could use a helping 

hand, phone call or other support.  You 

can reach Dianne at:  360-568-3368 

(home), 425-299-4252 (cell) or 

dianneclark@comcast.net 

Chase Away K9 Cancer 

Many of us have lost our four legged companions 

to canine cancer and many are currently fighting 

this disease.  

 

ChaseAway K9 Cancer has partnered with The 

National Canine Cancer Foundation (NCCF).  ChaseAway is a 

designated fund within the NCCF, a nationwide, contribution 

funded, 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to eliminating 

Cancer as a major health issue in dogs by funding grants directly to 

Cancer researchers who are working to save lives, find cures, 

better treatments and accurate, cost effective diagnostic methods in 

dealing with canine Cancer.  

To date we have raised $1,312,853.33   

   Make your donation today:  Donate On-line at 

www.chaseawayk9cancer.org  

     OR 

Write A Check Payable To : Chase Away K9 Cancer 

     Mail to :  Chase Away K9 Cancer C/O Cera Reusser, 

POO Box 65456, Port Ludlow, WA  98365 

     You will receive a tax deductible donation card as your receipt. 
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GUNS  UP 

Master National News 
2021 Master National  

September 30—October 10, 2021 

Valley County, Idaho  

 

For more information on how to qualify, visit http://
masternational.org/mnrc-sets-new-requirements-for-

2021-event/ 

Master Amateur Retriever Club News 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Master Amateur 

Corning, CA April 18—25, 2021 

2021 Master Amateur 

Emporia, VA, May 16-23, 2021 
 

Dogs that Qualify during the 2021 qualifying period 

of March 1, 2020 to February 28, 2021, are also 

qualified to enter both events. 

 

Passes at each event will count as two credits for 

the 2022 qualifying year.  A dog that passes both the 

rescheduled 2020 Invitational and the 2021 

Master National Retriever Club News 

http://masternational.org/mnrc-sets-new-requirements-for-2021-event/
http://masternational.org/mnrc-sets-new-requirements-for-2021-event/
http://masternational.org/mnrc-sets-new-requirements-for-2021-event/
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April is National Poetry Month.  Write a poem about your 

dog then take a few minutes to Do A Check to Chase Away 

K9 Cancer.  Early detection may affect prognosis and 

treatment!   



The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 
 A- To encourage and promote quality in purebred 
dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities 
to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the 
interests of the breeds by 
encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at hunting retriever tests 
 C—To conduct licensed hunting 
retriever tests under the rules of the 

AKC, NAHRA or any other 
associations or clubs that may 
sponsor these tests. 

 
Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

  
Editor:  Jean Fowler 

Phone: 425-483-6476 

Email:fernhaven@comcast.net 

Rainier Hunting Retriever Club Newsletter  

Visit our website 

www.rainierhrc.com 

"I, too, had set out to be remembered.  I had wanted to create something permanent in my life--
some proof that everything in its way mattered, that working hard mattered, that feeling things 
mattered, that even sadness and loss mattered, because it was all part of something that would live 
on.  But I had also come to recognize that not everything needs to be so durable.   
 
The lesson we have yet to learn from dogs, that could sustain us, is that having no apprehension of 
the past or future is not limiting but liberating.  Rin Tin Tin did not need to be remembered in 
order to be happy;  for him, it was always enough to have that instant when the sun was soft, when 
the ball was tossed and caught, when the beloved rubber doll was squeaked.  Such a moment was 
complete in itself, pure and sufficient." 
 
Tin Tin Tin, The Life and the Legend 
Susan Orlean 

Alice— “Yippee!  A puddle to jump into!” 

“The moment was complete in itself, pure and sufficient.” 


