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We will be bringing you a service each Sunday at 10:30 AM. Sign-in at 10:00 to chat!
Watch for Zoom links in the FLASH.
Just follow the instruc&ons to join the service that Sunday!
Please con&nue to be pa&ent with us as we strive to bring you virtual services that
connect our community and give us strength and purpose going into each new week!

UUCGT President’s Parng Le5er
My second year as President of our Congrega&on has come to an
end. To say that it was not what I expected when I started two
years ago would be a major understatement. Who could have
foreseen a ministerial change, a complete turnover of our staﬀ
and a major pandemic thrown in to the mix? That said, I am op&mis&c for our future, pandemic and all.
We have a great Interim Minister in Rev. Dr. Cathy Harrington. A UUA oﬃcial told
me we “won the loery” when we got Rev. Cathy, and they were correct. We
have also chosen a strong Ministerial Search Team. We can look forward to a
Seled Minister coming next year to be with us for a long &me to come.
Our Religious Educa&on program is blooming under Betsy Hammerberg’s leadership, and now we are adding Alison Ernst as our Adult RE Director. Renée Russell
has provided strong leadership for our great music program. Guy Molnar has
some big shoes to ﬁll as he takes over as our Oﬃce Administrator upon Susan
Sherman’s re&rement. We are glad to have him on board!
We are adjus&ng to the new on-line environment for Sunday Services and most of
our commiees and groups are con&nuing to meet through Zoom. New small
groups are star&ng up and there are adult educa&on opportuni&es available.
While things have changed a lot in the past two years, I think most of us have
come to realize that UUCGT is not a building so much as it is the caring, loving
people who make up the Congrega&on.
Next month you will have a new Board and a new President. They will, with the
help of our Ministerial Search Team, keep UUCGT on an upward path. Our future
is in our hands and can be as bright as we want it to be.
- Mike McDonald

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
July 12 Service
will be a Michigan-wide
UU Service
Watch for an invitaon
with a Zoom link!

Beacon editor: Amanda Mangiardi 610-417-0730
Please send submissions to jomangiardi@hotmail.com or beacon@uucgt.org by the 24th of the month

UUCGT Annual Meeng Summary
New Board Members
elected to 3-year terms:
Tom Darnton
David Hassing
Pam Hendrick

The UUCGT Annual Mee&ng was held Sunday, June 21 at noon with
at least 48 members in aendance on Zoom. Vo&ng was conducted
on-line prior to the mee&ng and 84 votes were received including a
few submied via e-mail. Following are highlights of the mee&ng:
· Mike McDonald, Board President, called the mee&ng to order and
reported that the required quorum of 20% of membership had been
met in both aendance and the on-line vo&ng. Current membership
stands at 154.
· Minutes from the 2019 mee&ng were reported as having been approved by the three individuals so designated.

· Rev. Cathy Harrington reported that she is encouraged by what she has seen in her ﬁrst year and is op&mis&c
that we will be able to aract a strong Seled Minister in the next year.
· Karl Keinath, UUCGT Treasurer, reported that we are in good ﬁnancial shape but it will be important to keep up
our giving during the next year since two of our tradi&onal sources of income, building rental and fund raisers,
are problema&c during the pandemic.
· Ellie Smith, Endowment Commiee Chair, reported that the Endowment balance is over $120,000 and that
$2,100 in income was distributed in the past year.
· Mike McDonald, Board President, highlighted major congrega&onal achievements for the year and commended the staﬀ and congrega&on for adap&ng to our new on-line environment during the pandemic.
· Mike also read the names of those who had passed during the past year. Mary Ann Force, Treva Jaﬀe and Joe
Fraser were recognized.
· Jim Walworth, Finance Commiee Chair, summarized the proposed 2020-2021 Budget. He highlighted the
nearly balanced budget but re-emphasized our Treasurer’s earlier plea to keep pledges up to date.
· Mike McDonald reported the results of the on-line vo&ng. All candidates were elected by substan&al majori&es
and the 2020-2021 budget was approved.
· Mike then introduced new Board Members elected to three year terms: Tom Darnton, David Hassing and Pam
Hendrick. New members of Leadership Development elected for two years are Charles Bracke and Nan
Worthington. New member of the Endowment Commiee is Hal Gurian elected for three years.
· A strong team has been assembled by the Transi&on Team and the Board with input from the en&re congrega&on. Tom Darnton, Transi&on Team leader, introduced the newly elected Ministerial Search Team:

These new team members are...

Charles Bracke5

Jim Linsell

Mary Van Valin

Dusty Culton

Geoﬀ Norman-Anderson

Chris Walter
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The Bullen Board
We Hold in our Hearts:
Betsy Wacker has suﬀered post-surgical complica&ons which are being addressed. She is op&mis&c about
the outcome.
♦ Paula Ward con&nues to need our support. Paula’s spirits have been bolstered by the many cards and notes
people have sent her.
♦ Ellie Bracket has been feeling unwell and is wai&ng for results of tests.
♦

We’re Glad to Report that:
Bob Hicks, who was experiencing heart issues, is doing much beer aRer a change of medica&on. He appreciates the help and phone calls he has received.
♦ Many of these congregants have been alone much of the &me during this &me of pandemic—some in senior facili&es—and would probably appreciate cards or calls:
♦







Gary Deavel (Cordia)
Marge Rundell (at home)
Karen Culp (at home)
Nancy Landfair (Pavilions)
Barb McClellan (Glen Eagle)







Shari Cope (Cordia)
Ann Dressel (Cordia)
Ann Chinn (Traverse Manor)
Barb Bloomer (Bay Ridge)
Kay Wentzel (Bay Ridge)

We appreciate all the staﬀ and volunteers who have worked so diligently and thoughTully to keep U.U. running
eﬃciently in these diﬃcult days. Thank you!
Special thanks to Susan Sherman, our oﬃce administrator. We will miss her warm and friendly presence and
ceaseless readiness to help.
Millie Putz—Congrega&onal Care

This past gorgeous weekend has
seen the Landscape and Facility
Commiees - led by Lauren Keinath and Dave Halsted
- and the Memorial Garden Commiee - led by Richard Miller - busy as bees freshening up the en&re site.
Virus be damned, Nature’s beauty calls us outside!

We thank our departing Board members:
members:
Mike McDonald and Judy Myers.
Judy, your wisdom and sense of humor are a blessing.
Mike, words cannot express our gratitude for your calm
and steady leadership.
Thank you both for your service!
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More News
We must say goodbye to Susan Sherman
It is with much sadness that we say farewell to Susan
Sherman, who has served our congrega&on for many
years and kept us organized and in touch. Susan is looking forward to her well-earned re&rement.
Please know that we appreciate all you did for us. Best
of luck and we will miss you!

Guy William Molnar
Guy ﬁrst came to Northern Michigan as a Hall Counselor at the Interlochen Arts Academy in 1990.
ARer s&nts teaching piano at NMC and serving as Execu&ve Director of the Old Town
Playhouse, he leR to pursue his second Master’s degree (his ﬁrst is in piano performance) in classical ac&ng.
He returned here in 2013 aRer nearly two decades ac&ng, direc&ng, and teaching
ac&ng, Shakespeare and vocal produc&on around the U.S.
He is a Master Teacher of Voice and Text at the pres&gious Training Ins&tute of Shakespeare & Co. in Lenox, MA, an Associate Ar&st of the Utah Shakespeare Fes&val, and a
Designated Teacher of the Linklater Vocal Progression.
Guy is well known to Traverse City audiences for his many performances with the Old
Town Playhouse, Michigan Ensemble Theatre, and Interlochen. He has oRen appeared
as a vocalist with area musical ensembles and choirs, in cabarets, and in solo recital. He and his husband, Ma
McCormick, live in downtown Traverse City.
Let’s all extend a warm welcome to Guy!

Please Connue to Give to Support UUCGT
We all know that on Sundays we passed the collec&on baskets at UUCGT while we listened to beau&ful music,
and that our collec&ons support both the church and the community.
Holding our services on Zoom does not lessen the needs of either. In some ways and for some people the needs
are greater than ever.
Please con&nue to support UUCGT by:

1. Mailing a check to UUCGT oﬃce.
2. Giving online via our website link.
3. Giving online via the convenient Give+ app which
can be downloaded on your device.
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The Religious Educa&on team has worked hard to create an exci&ng new approach to Children's RE this summer. We will be puWng together bi-weekly "RE At Home" kits to drop oﬀ to families, which will include craR
supplies, ac&vity ideas, a photo challenge, dinner conversa&on cards, and more.
Our goal is to give kids a way to connect with UU in a fun, meaningful, non-digital way. The RE team will also
record videos explaining the kits - we want them to be as easy for parents as possible. More informa&on will be
sent to families soon!
We are also happy to announce that Alison Ernst will assume the role of Director of Adult Religious Educa&on.
Alison has been running mul&ple successful wri&ng workshops via Zoom, and will soon be working with
Reverend Cathy to oﬀer An&-Racism workshops for adults.

Come Sing a Song With Me!
I want to invite anyone who is interested in sharing music in any way
to please reach out to me!
I am currently learning how to create a virtual choir and to edit compila&ons of recorded performances, so while this will be a &me of
learning, this will also open the door to anyone who wishes to share a
musical experience with our congrega&on.
Our Virtual Choir will begin with simple, familiar hymns and songs. We
can have a Virtual Band or Orchestra as well; it will just take a lile
&me (and a lile pa&ence as I con&nue to learn).
Music ﬁlls the soul and connects the spirit. While it is heartbreaking not to be able to sing together in one physical space, we can s&ll bring our many voices and instruments together for
collabora&ve performances and listening experiences. I can also schedule &mes to record musicians one-on-one in a safe, open space. I am happy to help everyone overcome technical barriers. Please feel free to email me with any ideas, sugges&ons, or ques&ons at
musicatuucgt@gmail.com
Renée Herman Russell
Music Director
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We have been through not just another overwhelming week, or even a month, but overwhelming months of disturbing news, horror,
and ac&ons, and threats to the stability and democracy of our country. We’ve also seen aﬃrming celebra&ons of Juneteenth, a holiday
for us to learn more about and to appreciate!
It is hard to know what ac&ons to take ﬁrst, but we are an ac&ve group and work toward social jus&ce! It is an honor to belong where
everyone expresses and acts on honest feelings and concerns for others. I have faith that everyone is doing what they can, in the way
they can do best, but we s&ll must maintain our own balance, strength, and spirits. (I think I am talking to myself!)
Please see the poem below expressing some of the frustra&on and horror of George Floyd’s murder.
Looking at a “lile” posi&ve project for educa&on, I was referred to The Free Library idea - hps://lilefreelibrary.org/ There is an
opportunity to build a standing box, ﬁll it with educa&onal books on racism, an&-Semi&sm, an&-Asianism, etc. Books for all ages. Links
helps you ﬁnd books and build the container; we’ll have to decide where to place it. Of course, we can decorate the library box with
UUCGT symbols of acceptance of all with love.
What do you think? If you want help in this project, please email me. I cannot (and will not!) do it alone. This is a posi&ve thing we can
do for whomever wants to learn from our eﬀorts. Think about it and join me. Thanks!
There are excellent references at the UUA website; re-read our UUCGT FLASH of June 4. And here is a website with a list of doable
things to understand and ﬁght for racial jus&ce! Perhaps most importantly, be sure you and family, friends are registered to vote! You
can go here to obtain a Vote by Mail ballot.
Thanks for all everyone does!
Emmy Lou Cholak
sjatcmi@gmail.com

On George Floyd
Rumbles of the earth reverberate
Cries of the people echo loudly
Heard throughout the world
Oh the horrors witnessed in the light of
day
How are we to accept?
NO! we can neverA man with knee so arrogantly placed
res&ng on his neck
Murdered by another, no fair judgment
rendered
The horror of it all
Impossible
Can’t be
Before our eyes
No one stopping him
How could he?
How could we?
How could we do nothing?
And now the turmoil is real
Repeated daily and strong
Almighty must hear

We are horriﬁed, amazed, ashamed
Rejec&ng ourselves for the do nothing
people that we are
Do nothingness un&l someone dies
before our eyes
Again, again, again
The never ending dying - again
Done by those here to help!?
Really?
No, not help but kill
I am white and safe
But this is the horror too!
Born no fault of ours
No rhyme or reason
No diﬀerence except the melanin in
our skin.
One gives protec&on from the sun
One gives protec&on from death by
police.
How can a color be so gigan&c in con sequences?
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It is nothing and everything,
Dire un&l death do us part.
The peoples’ voices rising in despair
Not another forfeited life for a mere
nothingness
As if a life not worth saving,
A piance of a being, so some think.
We with feelings are boiling with rage
Nothing can let our emo&ons rest
Un&l the ﬁnal judgment paid
Reveals the truth,
The real net worth of ALL humans!
Each has a giant oﬀering to our lives
We belong as one
Contribu&ng our lile pieces
To make a mass of beauty and of awe!
Now we all bend our knees
in reverence and remembrance for
life so needlessly cast aside.

UUCGT Board Meeng Summary for June
The UUCGT Board of Trustees met on Wednesday, June 3 and Wednesday, June 17. At
these mee&ngs the Board...
· Adopted the proposed Healthy Congrega&on Policy which will replace the exis&ng
Conﬂict Management Policy. Many thanks to Jim Linsell, Susan Lio, Mary Anne Rivers,
Barb Termaat and Rev. Cathy Harrington for their hard work in the past year to put this
new policy together.
· Adopted changes to the Safe Congrega&ons Policy that will make it compa&ble with the new Healthy Congrega&ons Policy. Thanks to Judy Myers for making these modiﬁca&ons.
· Approved the proposed Ministerial Search Team assembled by the Transi&on Team with the assistance of the
Board. Members are Charles Bracke, Dusty Culton, Jim Linsell, Geoﬀ Norman-Anderson, Mary Van Valin, Chris
Walter and Janet Zerbel. The Search Team was elected at the Annual Mee&ng on June 21.
· Approved new rental agreements and procedures. Many thanks to Susan Sherman and others who worked to
put these revised agreements together.
· Approved the hiring of Guy William Molnar as Oﬃce Administrator as of June 18. Guy will be replacing Susan
Sherman who will be re&ring as of July 1. Many thanks to Dusty Culton, Pat Light, Susan Sherman and Rev. Cathy
for interviewing candidates and making hard choices.
· Approved plans for a re&rement party for Susan Sherman which took place at UUCGT on June 27.
· Approved Rev. Cathy’s request to create a new posi&on, Adult Educa&on Director, and hire current teacher,
Alison Ernst, to ﬁll that posi&on. A por&on of the 2020-2021 budget for RE teachers will be used to fund this posi&on.
· Approved con&nued pay for all working employees and the RE Director’s plan to oﬀer nursery workers the opportunity to work as RE teaching assistants un&l the nursery reopens.
· Accepted the resigna&on of Ann Swaney from the Endowment Commiee and appointed Nancy Doughty to
the Endowment Commiee to ﬁll out Ann’s remaining two years.
· Greeted two newly nominated Board members at the June 17 mee&ng, who were subsequently elected at the
June 21 Annual Mee&ng and will take oﬃce on July 1. The new members are David Hassing and Pam Hendrick.
New members are allowed a voice but not a vote at the mee&ng.
· Made plan to share highlights from our monthly Board mee&ngs throughout the year. You can also ﬁnd the
minutes of Board mee&ngs on our website. Our Board mee&ngs are open and you are welcome to aend. We
will be returning to one mee&ng per month in July. The Board’s next mee&ng is scheduled for Wednesday, July
15 at 7:00 pm via Zoom.
The Board will be elec&ng oﬃcers for 2020-2021 at that mee&ng.
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*includes $61,908 in prepaid pledges for 2020-2021
Budgeted income includes the total of all pledged and unpledged dona&ons and miscellaneous income including
building rent, etc. “For Those in Need” collec&ons are in addi&on to Budgeted Income Received and are disbursed quarterly to worthy causes, including Congrega&onal Care, Tuesday Community Lunch and other Community needs outside our congrega&on. The percentage reﬂects the por&on of the total amount of income or
expense budgeted for the ﬁscal year.
Please note that we have had a signiﬁcant fall-oﬀ of current year pledge payments, opera&ng fund dona&ons,
rental income and “for those in need” contribu&ons during March, April and May due primarily to the Coronavirus pandemic.

We need your help!
If you can, send your pledge payments and contribu&ons to the oﬃce or contribute on-line at uucgt.org. If you
want more detailed informa&on, you can look at our website, click on Board, then on Board Packet, then on
Monthly Comparison.
Three easy ways to make your contribu&on are at the boom of Page 3, above! Further ques&ons can be directed to your Finance Commiee which includes Dusty Culton, Karl Keinath, Mike McDonald, Jim Walworth and
Price Was.
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Feeling Grateful….
Looking back on the past five years here at UUCGT, I am grateful…for working together with so many caring, creative and dedicated individuals whom I
have grown to cherish, and for being woven into this community while in the
midst of its continuing journey. Many kindnesses have been shared, purposeful actions taken, and the spirit of love and compassion of this unique
community reflect life’s greatest offerings. While I am looking forward to taking a deep breath and relaxing into retirement, I will miss you all and am
hopeful that I will see you again in future days..
With love and blessings, Susan
I began my work here gifted with this message, and offer it in return to all as
I leave…
Anyone's Ministry
by Gordon B McKeeman
Ministry is
• a quality of relationship between and among human beings that beckons
forth hidden possibilities;
• inviting people into deeper, more constant, more reverent relationship
with the world and with one another;
• carrying forward a long heritage of hope and liberation that has dignified
and informed the human venture over many centuries;
• being present with, to, and for others in their terrors and torments; in their grief, misery and pain; knowing that those
feelings are our feelings, too;
• celebrating the triumphs of the human spirit, the miracles of birth and life, the wonders of devotion and sacrifice;
• witnessing to life-enhancing values;
• speaking truth to power;
• speaking for human dignity and equity, for compassion and aspiration;
• believing in life in the presence of death; struggling for human responsibility against principalities and structures that
ignore humaneness and become instruments of death.
It is all these and much, much more than all of them, present in the wordless, the unspoken, the ineffable. It is speaking
and living the highest we know and living with the knowledge that it is never as deep, or as wide or a high as we wish.
Whenever there is a meeting that summons us to our better selves, wherever
• our lostness is found,
• our fragments are united,
• our wounds begin healing,
• our spines stiffen and our muscles grow strong for the task,
...there is ministry.
______________________________________________________________
A warm hello to all, and thanks to those who’ve already taken a moment to make me feel welcome even as they were
saying how much they’ll miss Susan. (Having worked with her myself now, I understand why they’ll miss her. I’ll miss
her, too.)
Long ago I was the Executive Director of the Old Town Playhouse, and I’m grateful for the experiences I had there that
will help me do my new job here at UUCGT. At the same time much of what I’ll be doing is new to me, and I will need
your help. I’ve seen that you’re active: serving on committees, creating our publications, maintaining our facilities, and
more. You can help me help you by assuming I know nothing about what I can do to support you in all that wonderful,
active participation in the work of the Congregation. Don’t hesitate to make sure I know what you need.
I’ll be taking part in a Zoom drop-in and “Meet Guy” conversation Wednesday, July 8th at noon, and will hold these virtual
office hours weekly for the near future. And if you’re able to I hope you’ll drop by and introduce yourselves in person,
even if for now remain masked and do without handshakes or hugs. - GWM
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UUCGT Calendar
All events and programs take place at UUCGT unless otherwise noted

The UUCGT building remains closed until further notice
All meetings and classes will take place via Zoom.
Zoom links and updates can be found in Ministry Message and
Thursday Flash newsletters and here: https://www.uucgt.org/calendar/
Check back often for updates!

JULY 2020
01
01
01
03
03

Wed
Wed
Wed
Fri
Fri

Stretch & Strengthen
10:00 AM
Staff Resources
3:00 PM
Potluck Picnic Supper at UUCGT
5:30 PM
OFFICE CLOSED FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY
Zoom Rehearsal for Sun 7/5
2:00 PM

05
05
06
07
07
08
08
09
10

Sun
Sun
Mon
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Thu
Fri

RE Children & Youth 9:45 AM
Sunday Service 10:30 AM
Sign in @ 10:00 AM
Stretch & Strengthen
10:00 AM
Community Sack Lunch, Friends Church 10:30 AM
Sunday Service Coordinators
2:30 PM
Finance Committee
3:30 PM
Potluck Picnic Supper at UUCGT
5:30 PM
Congregational Care
2:00 PM
Zoom Rehearsal for Sun 7/12
2:00 PM

12
12
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
17

Sun
Sun
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Wed
Fri

Program Council
9:00 AM
All-Michigan UU Service 10:30 AM
Stretch & Strengthen
10:00 AM
Community Sack Lunch, Friends Church 10:30 AM
Sunday Services Committee
1:30 PM
Sunday Service Coordinators
2:30 PM
TAX DAY!
Stretch & Strengthen
10:00 AM
Potluck Picnic Supper at UUCGT
5:30 PM
Zoom Rehearsal for Sun 7/19
2:00 PM

19
20
21
21

Sun
Mon
Tue
Tue

Sunday Service 10:30 AM
Sign in @ 10:00 AM
Stretch & Strengthen
10:00 AM
Community Sack Lunch, Friends Church 10:30 AM
Sunday Service Coordinators
2:30 PM

21
22
23
24

Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

Leadership Development
Potluck Picnic Supper at UUCGT
Congregational Care
Zoom Rehearsal for Sun 7/26

3:00 PM
5:30 PM
2:00 PM
2:00 PM

26
27
28
28
28
29
31

Sun
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Fri

Sunday Service 10:30 AM
Sign in @ 10:00 AM
Stretch & Strengthen
10:00 AM
Community Sack Lunch, Friends Church 10:30 AM
Sunday Services Committee
1:30 PM
Sunday Service Coordinators
2:30 PM
Stretch & Strengthen
10:00 AM
Zoom Rehearsal for Sun 7/26
2:00 PM

_____________________________________________

The UUCGT Directory is being updated!
Please send any CHANGES of contact info to
oﬃce@uucgt.org ASAP - by Friday, July 10th.
Please note: CHANGES ONLY!
_____________________________________________
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