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The flea is a tough insect with a lifespan of 6 to 12 months. At that time, a pair of fleas could produce millions of offspring. Some species can 
leap 15 to 36 inches high. That is corresponding to a man jumping over the 555-foot Washington Monument.

Fleas can cause reactions in your pet varying from a mild skin irritation to a severe allergic reaction. Because fleas feed on blood, a severe 
infestation can cause anemia or in some, death in animals. All cats and dogs are affected to flea infestations.

Whether or not you actually see fleas on your pet, they may be there. Scratching, scabs and dark specs, or Whether or not you actually see fleas on your pet, they may be there. Scratching, scabs and dark specs, or “flea dirt,” found on the skin can 
all be signs that your pet has become the unwitting host for a family of fleas. Fleas can carry tapeworms, too. If you notice small white 
rice-like things in your pet’s feces or in the hair around his anus, your pet probably has tapeworms, which means he may also have fleas. In 
extreme cases, an animal may be lethargic and its lips and gums pale. 

ToTo battle flea infestation requires patience and perseverance. Therefore, put on your armor and get to it because the life cycle of a flea is three 
to four weeks. It will take approximately that long to completely clear your pet and its’ environment of the enemy. Different flea control 
products work in different ways, have varying levels of effectiveness and kill different flea stages (eggs, larvae, and/or adults).

Flea Season is ALL YEAR AROUND! Although fleas are more likely to be a problem during warm-weather months, they can also cause problems 
during cooler seasons due to their ability to continue their life cycle indoors. 

DonDon’t forget about heartworm preventative while tackling the issue of pet parasites. The American Heartworm Society and the Companion 
Animal Parasite Council recommend that all pets receive year-round heartworm protection so that pets are protected every month. It is 
critical that doses not be skipped or intervals between doses be extended because this results in an unprotected time during which animals 
may be exposed to heartworm larvae. Pets should also have annual heartworm testing by a veterinarian prior to prescribing a heartworm 
medication.

FleaFlea control has reached new levels in recent years. Today, there are products on the market that you can treat your pet with once a month 
that will help keep those annoying little jumpers away. If your pet does have fleas or you are not sure, call or make an appointment with your 
veterinarian before implementing any flea control program.

The Absecon Veterinary Hospital is an accredited hospital member of the American Animal Hospital Association, an international association 
of more than 16,000 veterinarians who treat companion animals. AAHA hospital members are regularly inspected to ensure they meet 
AAHA’s high standards for pet care. 

HELP YOUR PET WIN THE WAR AGAINST FLEAS!


