
  

 

Modoc Community Center 

The first phase of a multi-phase Community Development Block Grant 

for elder housing is nearing completion.   The Modoc Community Center 

(pictured below) will be a great benefit to the Nation and community.  

The finished project will include the Community Center, in addition to 6 

duplexes to house up to 12 elder adults.  It will also include a wellness 

center with health and fitness facilities.   

If you have questions about the project contact Roberta Haralson at  

918-533-4681.  The Modoc Community Center is located at 74950 

Buffalo Trail, Wyandotte, OK 74370.  
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The Modoc traditional lands are described in the Treaty of 1864, and they covered a vast part of present-
day Northeastern California and Southern Oregon today. Many maps display “areas of inhabitation”, but 
fall short of the actual area of the Modoc people  that expands their footprint due to hunting, fishing, and 
trade with other tribes of the regional area. The land and associated stories give unconditional respect to 
geography and wildlife in this region. From the story of our creation to the lessons passed on to children, 
the gift of existence was credited to our land, provided to us be the Great Creator. Kummokumts (the crea-
tor) made the first beings, which included plants, animals, birds, snakes, insects, and fish— all living things.   
Next  creator made humans., including the Modoc.  The Modoc prayed not to the creator, but to the sun, 
moon, stars, mountains, rivers, lakes, and to many different animal spirits.   

Landscapes 

Geographically, to the west—snow covered cascades, including Mount Shasta to the southwest, to the east 
barren lands and the Warner Mountains of the Sierra Nevada, to the north— huge forests and the Sprague 
River Valley.  Directly south lays the Medicine Lake volcano range and the ridge that separates the waters 
of the Pitt and McCloud Rivers from the North.   
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Traditional Modoc Landscape & Plants  

Blaiwas 

Waterways 

Water was abundant and important to Modoc survival. The area included the major lakes: Upper and Low-
er Klamath, Goose, Clear, and Tule and the lakes of spiritual power in Crater Lake and Medicine Lake. The 
Modoc rivers included Lost River in the heart of the Modoc homelands, the Sprague to the north, the Pitt 
and McCloud to the south, and the Klamath River system just to the west.  The Modoc were frequent trad-
ers as far north as the Columbia River and as far south as the Sacramento River. Artifacts today can be 
found in the homelands of the Nez Perce and along the Pacific coast.  Masters at their trade,  Modoc men 
would  seasonally catch salmon, but more frequently trout, perch, and suckers; and hunted ducks, geese, 
and other waterfowl.   

Tule Lake 

Rogue River 

Mount Shasta 

Lava Beds~ Jack’s Stronghold 
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Modoc 

Indian 

Oil 

Seasonal Patterns 

Summer:  In early summer, the men would make trips to the mountains to hunt for mountain sheep, 
deer, big horn sheep, and pronghorn, then later in the summer they would focus on fishing.  Families lived 
in seasonal mat-covered houses.    

Autumn:  The women would gather various fruits and nuts including lily bulbs (camas), wild potatoes 
(epos), and water-lily seeds (wocas) to dry out and store in baskets for winter.  The men hunted another 
round of deer and elk, and fished for salmon and trout.  These items would be stored underground for the 
winter. 

Winter:  This was a time with minimal activity for the Modoc. Their earth-covered winter homes, would 
often border a river, lake, or creek.   Some of the lodges would be more permanent and others removed 
seasonally. 

Spring: Once the snow melted, usually in March, a few camps would be set up for fishing.  Men would 
catch suckers while the women would clean the fish and gather roots and other seasonal plant species.  

Buckbrush; http://nativefoodsnursery.com/all/snowbrush-ceanothus/                 Juniper, western : https://calscape.org/Juniperus-occidentalis-() 

Cedar Incense; https://www.burncoose.co.uk/site/plants.cfm?pl_id=668            Cow Parsnip; http://www.nwplants.com/business/catalog/her_lan.html 

Buckbrush (dxa’kulu) 

Infusion 

Medicinal Plants 
Medicine (Ya-unks) for Colds, Coughs, & Congestion 

Juniper (qa’lu) 

Infusion of leaves; smoked inhaled 

Cedar Incense (wolwa’nc) 

Resin chewed 
Cow Parsnip (bu’tcu) 

Root chewed; infusion from root 
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Did he fight in the war, how old during removal to OK, who’s in this picture with him, any trades or things he 
was known for, did he stay in Ok, where did he die, kin to prominent person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John W. Newberry~ Modoc Elder 
 

John Newberry (62) resides in Wyandotte, OK, where he was raised and 
where many of his family members reside. John was raised in a family of six 
and now has five children of his own. His parents are the late Orie Newberry 
and Lorretta Bellm (Modoc).  As a child, his mother Loretta attended the 
Seneca Indian Boarding School. 

John is active within the Nation and is proud to call himself Modoc.  He reg-
ularly participates and contributes to Modoc Culture meetings, including 
providing the program with notes and audio recording of Modoc language.   

One of John’s passions is to work with his hands. You can view or purchase some of John’s work at our 
Eagles Nest gift shop, including gar scale earrings, leather feather and silver key chains, and customized 
lighters.   

What is Noodling? It’s Outlaw Fishing 
Written by: John W. Newberry 

Modoc Ancestor ~ Akekis 
U.S. Grant (Akekis meaning “Running Fast”) was known for being 

a man of family, in addition to one of the oldest members to sur-
vive removal to Oklahoma as a prisoner of war.   He had 3 children 
with his first Modoc wife, Pah-pah-dee-ah, who had passed away 
many years before the war, with no surviving children.   

His second Modoc wife was Kah-mee-set-kah, who passed away 
just prior to removal.  Grant and Kah-mee-set-kah had two surviv-
ing children at the time of the war,  a son—General Grant and 
daughter— Myra Grant-Robbins.  After removal, his son General 
Grant was reportedly killed just outside the boundaries of the Mo-
doc Reservation. Myra went on to start a family, which later in-
cluded her great grandson—John Newberry.  Akekis passed away 
at Myra’s home in Oklahoma on Easter morning of 1906 at the es-
timated age of 96 years old.  

Noodling, some call it “Hillbilly Fishing”, is the act of catching large fish, mostly catfish with your bare 
hands.  It’s difficult, dangerous, and in some states it’s illegal.  So why do some people risk losing their 
fingers?  There’s a real thrill to sticking your hands in a dark murky hole, hoping you don’t brush-up 
against an ill tempered snake.  Some people might considering pole fishing  boring, but noodling is any-
thing but!   

I’ve lived in Ottawa County all of my life and noodled for over 20 years. I haven’t been 
able to for the past few years, but that doesn’t mean I’ve quit. Prior to a few years 
ago in Oklahoma, it was only legal to catch fish with “hands only” in Delaware County.  
Though noodling is challenging, especially in water 12 to 14 feet deep, it is my all time 
favorite hobby. 

U.S. Grant pictured here with Ruth Grant, Anna  
Greenback, & Charlie Robbins. 
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Saturday, March 23, 2019, 10:00AM  to 2:00PM 
 

Limited space, available—MUST SIGN UP to attend 
 

We will offer a beginner basketry class for adults (17 y/o and 
up) facilitated by Patty Harjo Shinn at the  

Modoc Nation Headquarters. 
 

Contact Jessica Mullin at (918)994-1819 or  
email jessica.mullin@modoctribe.com. 

 

Updates! Continue to check our new 
website, www.modoctribe.com, for up-
coming events, meetings, and news. 

‹‹‹ Shiu’lkish ››› 
Help us stay connected and up-
dated on Modoc Member stories 
by contacting us!  We are in 
need of:  

 Modoc Elder Interviews 

 Modoc Stories, Song, & Art 

 Tribal Member Recognition 

Basket Making Class 

Wild Onion & Eggs Lunch Fundraiser 

March 29th, 11:00-2:00pm 
Fundraiser to Support All Tribes Education Consortium.  

Located at Shawnee Tribe Community Building 11am-1pm 
Delivery available for 5 or more orders, 918-533-7775 

 

Modoc Nation Annual Meeting 

May 4th at 9:00am 
Followed by gathering & clean-up at the Modoc Friends 

Church & Cemetery 
 

Modoc Youth Camp — June 2019 
For youth, ages 8 –17.  We are looking for Camp Leaders,  

if interested contact Jessica Mullin at 918-994-1819 

New Enrollments 

Join us in saying “Wak lis i!” to our 
newly enrolled members!  We cur-
rently have 309 enrolled members. 

Hunter Cooper, 7y/o 

Liam Crawford, 4 y/o 

Alisha Reeves, 22 y/o 

Kai Warren, 1 y/o 



  

 

 

What is Fantasy Sports Markets? 

Fantasy Sports Markets (FSM) is 
an innovative sports-tech and 
media entertainment platform 
changing the way sports fans en-
gage with their favorite sports, 
teams and athletes by bringing 
them closer to the game. Fantasy 
Sports Markets, headquartered 
in the Modoc Nation, offers the 
largest variety of fantasy sports 
contests across multiple sports 
to legal residents who are 18+ in 
the United States and Canada. 
Established in 2014, FSM offers 
online and in-house options for 
participants and entities that 
wish to provide an option for its 
customers.  

How does FSM benefit the Mo-
doc Nation? 

The revenues by Fantasy Sports 
Markets do not go into the pock-
ets of private investors, individu-
als, or large companies; our reve-
nue production goes into as-
sisting our Tribal government to 
provide services to Modoc Tribal 
members, and the people within 
our community through charity 
contests. Our operations provide 
support in the form of scholar-
ships for education, housing sup-
port, childcare, healthcare, em-
ployment and business develop-
ment opportunities, and many 
other important services.   

In 2018, Fantasy Sports Markets 
ran two successful charity cam-
paigns to provide $1,000 and 
raise awareness for Kerrington’s 
Heart and Noah’s Bandage Pro-
ject.  

 

What will FSM do in 2019? 

Continue growing. Fantasy 
Sports Markets is already the 
fastest growing company in the 
daily fantasy sports contests in-
dustry by offering contests in a 
variety of sports, but FSM is also 
looking to hire where possible. 
If you have experience in “C#” 
coding designs and develop-
ment, and Visual Studio, .Net 
MVC5 framework, .NET API, 
Xamarin, Telerik, SQL Server, Ja-
vaScript, OAuth, and payment 
platform integrations then we 
have a job for you! Contact 
fsm.management@fantasysport
smarkets.com, with your re-
sume, for the available position.  
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 SAVE PAPER by signing up for our E-Quarterly Newsletter!   

Email modocnation@modocnation.com 

The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) of  1978 provides the preference for Native American foster children to 
be placed in Native American foster or adoptive homes.  It is important to encourage Native children to 

maintain a connection to their tribal culture and heritage.   
 

Licensing requirements to foster or adopt include: must be 21 years old, pass a background check, have 
sufficient space for children,  and demonstrated financial responsibility.   

 
Please contact Regina Shelton-ICW representative for the Modoc Nation at 918-542-1190,  

if you are understanding, loving, and are interested in accepting a child into your home. 


