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“It is official, we are MODOC NATION”  

Enrollment: 374 and growing!  

The name change from “Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma” to “Modoc Nation” is finally 
official and with that, our nation continues to grow! We have had several members 
join us who are descendants of base roll member Charlie Miller. WELCOME to 
each one of you!! There are a few ways you can keep up-to-date with tribal events 
and information:       

Check website:  www.modocnation.com  

Facebook: Modoc Nation  

Newsletters: these can be sent through regular mail or email if you prefer-just let us know 

Cultural Club: monthly meetings-first Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm at the Modoc Li-
brary/Genealogy Building 

Be involved –attend the Annual Meeting May 2, 2020 

Welcome to Our Youngest Modocs 
Lincoln Graham, Marshall Triplett,   Ruby and Elijah Pruitt, Ava’Lee Bullard, Briarlyn and Briella Miller 

Modoc Nation Contact List 
Cultural Club Meeting April 2  

6:00pm 

Cemetery Cleanup Quad. 1 April 25 

8:30–11:00am 

Aquaponics 
 Training   

April 25 

9am-3:30pm 

Modoc Annual  

Meeting 

May 2 

Cemetery Cleanup Quad. 2 May 23 

8:30–11:00am 

Family Pres. Application 
(sent thru email) 

June 1 

Cemetery Cleanup Quad. 3 June 27 

8:30–11:00am 

Summer Youth Camp           
(6-12 y/o) 

June 29-July 2 

Cemetery Cleanup Quad. 4 July 25 

8:30–11:00am 

Fall 2020/2021 Scholarship 
Apps due 

August 24 

SAVE THE DATE 
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Culture: Modoc History Lesson on Clothing 

 Culture is the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, encompassing language, 

religion, cuisine, social habits, music and arts. A typical way for someone to express their connection to their 

culture is through the way they dress. Clothing has a multitude of functions, such as providing protection, serv-

ing as a way to identify a person’s position or job, economic class, age and even a person’s intentions at times.  

                Traditionally, Native American tribes had different meanings connected with their specific clothing, 

often being a reflection of their religious beliefs. Beads and pendants were worn for fashion but more so as 

bartering tools. Since every tribe had a different color of beads connected to them, they served as a tool for 

identity. Tribes who worshiped the five basic elements of life would use shells to reflect water and stones to 

reflect earth on their clothing. Masks and bonnets were important to native dress. In some clans, for example, 

the head of the family would wear a hat adorned with a feather band and in some tribes, eagle feathers were 

restricted to leaders and warriors. 

  As most of you already know, the removal of the Modoc people from their homelands resulted in a 

devastating loss of cultural knowledge. There are family photos that have been shared and circulated which 

provide a glimpse of life here in Oklahoma. However, these do not show what life was like before they faced 

assimilation into the new life they were given. Traditional clothing is an area where very little seems to be 

known by current-day members. The following information was taken from the book Primitive Pragmatists: 

The Modoc Indians of Northern California written by Vern F. Ray in 1963. 

  Modoc clothing was worn based on necessity. During the  “normal” weather, a breechcloth served as 

the only attire worn by both males and females who had reached puberty and older. The upper-body was not 

covered. Leggings were common with males and females, but only at times when needed for protection. 

These were made of a rectangular piece of buckskin wrapped around the leg reaching from below the knee to 

the ankle. They were secured by attached thongs and beads were sometimes added as decoration. Hats were 

also worn all year by males and females alike, although styles differed between the genders. Females typical-

ly had twined tule hats woven with designs in them. For the males, designs were not typically used. They most 

often used a cylindrical bark hat from cottonwood or inner pine bark for summer and a peaked fur hat for win-

ter. 

  In the winter, a robe that doubled as a blanket would be added. Robes were made from a rectangular 

shaped skin. These were made in 3 styles. One type was made of a single skin with fur intact, usually from 

deer, elk or bear. The second was made of sewed skins of smaller animals. These skins were cut into rectan-

gular shapes as well and then sewn together into one large rectangle. The third type was made of woven strips 

made from fur, feathers, tule or swamp grass. These were placed over the head like a current-day poncho and 

then secured by thongs on the outside. 

  Moccasins made of skin were the choice for normal weather. Men preferred fully tanned deerskin 

while women went with semi-tanned deerskin with the hair adhering to it. Antelope buckskin was soft but 

much less durable. Badger and bear fur was used as padding in the bottom due to their durability. In extreme 

temperatures, moccasins were made of fibers in open twine tule, lasting for only about 10-2– days of continu-

ous wear. Sagebrush bark was also used and lasted much longer, but to more time and effort to make. For 

warmth, foot wrappings were created with fur on the bottom and shredded sagebrush bark or swamp grass on 

the top of the foot. Moccasins were only worn in extreme weather or harsh terrain and only outdoors. Children 

rarely wore moccasins except in extreme temperatures. 

  Distinctive ceremonial regalia was never developed or adopted by the Modoc people. Instead, they 

would add decorations to their clothing for special occasions. 

Round Woven Fiber Hat Buckskin Moccasins Moccasin Pattern Woven Fiber Moccasins Cylindrical Woven Fiber Hat 
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 The Native American Agriculture Fund (NAAF) is honored to announce our 2019 grant-making commitments to 

further the success of Native farming and ranching. NAAF is focused solely on improving the success of Native farmers and 

ranchers. NAAF is authorized to fund grants to four entity types: non-profit organizations, educational organizations, Com-

munity Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) and Tribal governments for the purpose of promoting our mission areas 

of business assistance, agricultural education, technical support, and advocacy to bolster Native food and agriculture in 

our communities.  

 NAAF takes pleasure in announcing our 2019 grant funding commitments today. Over 80 projects will be funded 

for a total commitment of $10 million. The projects are funded across all four types of eligible entities and cover activities 

in each of the four mission areas NAAF supports. Funds are being used to catalyze Native-led organizations working within 

Native communities. Many projects strike at the core of the issues that led to creation of NAAF: access to credit to support 

Native agriculture. 

 Several grants support efforts of Native-led organizations to provide capital for business loans to Native American 

producers; other grants support educational scholarships to encourage the growth of the next generation of agriculture 

leaders. Many grants support innovative, community-led work towards ensuring that food sovereignty and traditional 

foods flourish within Native communities and are not lost to future generations. Some projects will analyze the potential for 

investment in emerging food and fiber markets in ways that will stabilize Native producers and their communities. Still 

other projects are designed to support value-added agriculture activities and assist producers in finding new markets for 

their products.  

 Agriculture has always been a central theme for the Modoc people. Over the last 20 years, the Tribe has provided 

Native ranchers with hands-on job training, agricultural education and technical assistance in the specialty field of bison 

ranching. With NAAF funding, the Modoc Nation will expand service to Native farmers (at least half of whom will be young 

farmers), teaching them to farm fish and plants in controlled environment agriculture (CEA). The project will also incorpo-

rate reclaiming of traditional food knowledge and hemp production analysis. 

Aquaponics Training for interested members: April 25, 2020   9:00am to 3:30 pm  Location: NEO College 

For more info call 913-735-6618  or   email  aquaponics@modocnation.com 

 Modoc Youth and Family Services is a new program partially funded by the award from 

the Office of Crime Victims through the Department of Justice.  In September 2019, the Modoc Nation was awarded a grant 

of $750,000 to provide direct services to youth, aged 6 to 24 years old, who have experienced crime (neglect or abuse) as 

a result of the opioid epidemic.   

 “The funds aided the Modoc Nation in establishing a youth program in Miami, Oklahoma at The Healing House to 

provide individual, family, and group therapy, as well as life skills coaching and supervised visitation services.  Our prima-

ry goal is to improve the wellbeing of youth in our community by offering easy to access trauma treatment and family ser-

vices.” states Program Director, Jessica Mullin, LCSW, who is also a Citizen of the Modoc Nation. 

Native American Agriculture 

Fund Announces 2019  

Grant Making  

Commitments 

Youth Program: Modoc Youth and Family Services  

(Miami, OK- Program Director-Jessica Mullin, LCSW) 
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Modoc Elder Center/ 

Gathering Building 
 After much waiting, the Modoc Elder 

Center/Gathering Building is finally in use. It 

temporarily housed the staff for LRTC while it 

was being built, and was the facility used for the 

Modoc Breakfast in September, Family Gather-

ing in October and Parent’s Night Out in Decem-

ber. If you haven’t had the opportunity to visit 

the facility, you are in for a pleasant surprise. 

This building is designed to have people in it 

enjoying life with family and friends.   

 The building is going to be available to 

rent out for events. We will be publishing infor-

mation and the application/contract for the rent-

al of the building on the ModocNation.com web-

site as well as a calendar to see when the build-

ing is available. It has an amazing kitchen, the 

main room is large enough for all types of 

events and the setting is beautiful. If you are in 

need of a facility for a gathering, give us a call! 

Cultural Club 
The Modoc Nation Cultural Club meets the first 

Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm to learn and 

share information about Modoc culture, past and 

present. We also plan for cultural events such as 

the Family Gathering. Our group is small and in-

formal and we would love to have you join us. 

Even if you can’t be there every month, come 

when you can! The more participation we have, 

the more we can do for our members! 

Modoc Nation Awarded Oklahoma 

Heritage Preservation Grant 
 The Oklahoma Historical Society is proud to announce that the 

Modoc Nation has been awarded a grant through the new Oklahoma 

Heritage Preservation Grant Program.  

 The Modoc Nation has been awarded $5,390 for a strategic ac-

tion planning project that will involve hiring a consultant to develop a 

more robust cultural institution and create a phasing plan for continued 

development. The development of a comprehensive strategic plan is 

vital to the long-term success of any organization. A strategic plan will 

address the organization's mission statement, long-range planning and 

an action plan for accomplishing its goals. 

 "The tribe believes the Oklahoma Heritage Preservation Grant 

will go a long way in assisting in telling the Modoc story to its members 

and the community at large," said Troy Littleaxe Esq., assistant tribal 

administrator and tribal attorney. "Its affect will expand our opportunities 

to grow and sustain a program of cultural revival."  

 A total of just over $410,000 in grant funds will be distributed, 

with projects ranging from collections care and exhibit development to 

strategic planning and educational programming. "We are very pleased 

with how well this first cycle of the Oklahoma Heritage Preservation 

Grant Program has gone," said Nicole Harvey, grants administrator. 

"Both the variety of projects and the number of applications submitted 

show that this program is not only necessary, but a game changer for the 

future of collecting, preserving and sharing Oklahoma history in local 

communities across the state." 

 The mission of the Oklahoma Historical Society is to collect, pre-

serve and share the history and culture of the state of Oklahoma and its 

people. Founded in 1893 by members of the Territorial Press Associa-

tion, the OHS maintains museums, historic sites and affiliates across the 

state. Through its research archives, exhibits, educational programs and 

publications the OHS chronicles the rich history of Oklahoma. For more 

information about the OHS, please visit www.okhistory.org.    

Artifacts and Archives 
 We have recently obtained an original signed copy of the 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 12, the apology to the Modoc Tribe, 

sponsored by Oregon’s Senator Girod. This will be displayed with a 

framed picture of Captain Jack, Schonchin John, Black Jim, and Boston 

Charley at the tribal library 

 Recently, the Perry Montgomery family reached out to the 

tribe to share some documents they found while cleaning out his 

mother’s home since she has passed on. Stored away were original 

copies of land deeds, abstracts and even a map, all from the Modoc 

Reservation. This is not a Modoc family, but they recognized the sig-

nificance of the documents, and wanted to share them with the tribe. 

We are currently working on making museum quality copies for dis-

play. Does your family have items on display or possibly stored away 

that you would be willing to share or let us copy for the sake of dis-

playing to all Modoc people and interested visitors? If you have other 

treasured pieces that cannot be reproduced, we would love to be able 

to take some photographs to display as well! Please contact Annette 

Clark at the tribal library at 918-994-1819 or an-

http://www.okhistory.org
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Modoc Library and Genealogy 

Services 

 The Modoc Library and Genealogy building is a 

huge resource for tribal members wanting to get their hands 

on literature about the Modoc tribe and the other tribes in 

the area. However, that is not all!  

 We have recently purchased a program to create 

family trees and add documents with it. This means pictures 

and documents like birth certificates can be uploaded to go 

with each family member. We have also purchased an ac-

count with Fold3.com which allows us to search federal and 

military documents from the past to assist with genealogical 

research.  

 If you aren’t interested in research, we have many 

pictures that you may be interested in viewing. We would 

love to have people looking at these with the hope that we 

can begin to document the people in them. As we identify 

individuals, we can begin to organize family files to cover 

multiple generations. 

 The library/genealogy building also serves as our 

educational office. If you have any questions or needs edu-

cationally, please stop by. Our support is not limited to just 

college students. Please note, the Education department will 

now be handling all Special Education services. If your 

child, age 0 to 18, has a physician-diagnosed special need 

or disability with an IEP/504 Plan, then you may be eligible 

for assistance in the form of tutoring, equipment, learning 

tools, and assistance, etc. 

Modoc Nation Recognized 

Ongoing Recycling Efforts 

 Red Cedar Recycling received National atten-

tion as one of the more successful tribally owned and 

operated recycling centers across the Nation. 

 U.S. EPA Region 6 recently visited Miami to film 

a short video of the great work that is taking place within 

the Modoc Nation and its Solid Waste Program. 

 The video was showcased On November 15, 

2019, at the “America Recycles Day Summit” in Washing-

ton DC in front of EPA officials and Tribal Leaders. 

 What started as an opportunity to provide an 

alternative to landfilling for Tribal Members, has now 

become a successful recycling program.  

 The center collected 1 million pounds of recy-

clables in 2019 and has witnessed continual growth over 

the past decade. 

 Established in 1996 as a pilot project, the Modoc 

Nations Recycling Program has now become a fixture 

within the Tribal community. 

You can access the video at this link,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpIO0xKhTDM&feat

ure=youtu.be 

 

Administration for Native Americans Cultural Tourism Grant 

“Promoting all nine tribes and educating the visiting public has been talked about, but making it happen has 

been challenging. Now, funded by the Administration for Native Americans (ANA) through the Eastern Shaw-

nee Tribe, there is a three-year grant designed to develop resources that promote travel and tell the story of 

Native Americans in NE Oklahoma. The goal of this project is to increase cultural awareness and community 

information through untold stories of all nine federally recognized tribes in Ottawa County, the most tribes in 

any one county in the country. The first year has been spent building community collaboration with a tribal-

wide collection of oral histories through interviews and talking circles. In the second year, that work will 

continue, as well as the production of documentary shorts by each tribe, along with tour maps and tour pack-

ages highlighting cultural centers, museums, and other destinations the tribes want to share. The third year’s 

focus is to bring performers, storytellers, artists, writers, dancers, and musicians together to provide talent 

and visuals for the videos and to help guide the live performance in year three. It will be created by native 

artists based upon stories from the community.” 

Modoc Nation has been actively participating in this grant, hence the multitude of pleas for people to join in 

on talking circles or to do a recorded individual interview over the past year. At this point, we have about 6 

out of 10 hours of interviews, which means WE NEED YOUR HELP! The people who have participated thus far 

have all agreed, they felt a little nervous going into it, but once they got started they felt so comfortable just 

“talking” about what being a Modoc has meant to them. We could also use any pictures you have from the 

past that we may be able to include in our portion of the video.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to show visitors from all over the world who the Modoc people of today are 

and why it is so important for their story to be told and remembered. 



  

 

Page 6 Blaiwas 

 

 Modoc Cemetery Preservation 
 Last summer, members of the Cultural Club had the privilege of working with William Tarrant from the Seneca-

Cayuga Tribe to learn some clean-up and repair techniques for headstones. During the fall, a few people put that 

knowledge to use, with some amazing results.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Beginning this spring, we are going to have 4 clean-up days on the third Saturday of the month, and focus on one 

quadrant of the cemetery each time. The families with loved ones in the quadrant to be tended to will be invited to assist at 

the beginning of the month, but all members and families are welcome to help at any time. The tribe will provide the D/2 

cleaner and supplies for the headstones as well as remove the debris when we are finished. Once we have all the head-

stones cleaned, our next step will be to train some interested members in headstone repair. We have several stones that 

have been knocked down or broken over time that need some skilled attention. 

 Although the cemetery is small, it does need consistent TLC that the lawn maintenance crew is unable to provide.  

The schedule and map with the quadrant numbers are listed below: 

April 25-Quadrant 1; May 23-Quadrant 2; June 27-Quadrant 3; July 25-Quadrant 4 

8:30am-11:00am 

Before using D/2 After using D/2 
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Craven Media is a new Modoc 
Nation business operated by Mo-
doc citizen . It is a full-service ad-
vertising and creative agency 
whose mission is to produce con-
tent that connects a compa-
ny's customers to its brand. Mo-
na and Danny decided to 
launch Craven Media with a focus 
to support tribal companies in 
the industry of advertising and 
marketing, while creating an op-
portunity for Modoc tribal citi-
zens to learn and gain experience 
in the industry. Their back-
grounds in the areas of leader-
ship, education, project manage-
ment and communication pro-
vide a solid foundation that a 
successful business should come 
with. Their team of mar-
keting experts focus on creating 

clear and simple branding for 
businesses through video produc-
tion, website development, 
graphic design, and effective digi-
tal advertising; a true one-stop-
shop for business advertising and 
marketing. The top three things 
they share with anyone who is 
considering staring a new busi-
ness are: 1. Make sure you pre-
pare a solid business plan, 2. 
Choose the right people 3. Do 
your research! Since opening the 
door in February 2019, they con-
tinue to focus on the relation-
ships with their clients and hav-
ing a true partnership with them. 
Mona and Danny feel a sense of 
pride in seeing their clients grow 
and gain new customers them-
selves.  
 

Craven Media 714 S. Main Joplin, 
MO 64801  
Phone: Mona 417-540-2355   
Email: mona@cravenmedia.com 
danny@cravenmedia.com  
Facebook: https:// 
www.facebook.com/  
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 SAVE PAPER by signing up for our E-Quarterly Newsletter!   

Email annette.clark@modocnation.com 

 

ria 

Eliza-

 

 

Come see the newly remod-

eled non smoking and smok-

ing areas which include a 

new bar with a pool table, 

darts, shuffleboard and 24' 

LED screen.  

LRTC is an outpatient  rural-based (Wyandotte, 

OK) organization owned and operated by the 

Modoc Nation to address the opioid epidemic 

present in our community.  This program of-

fers Medication-Assisted Treatment, Counsel-

ing, and Family Services.   


