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*Photo Note: Some photos have been taken prior to the mask mandate from the Commonwealth. The Brigham Center prides itself on
upholding the highest safety standards for staff and children.

The Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in
Massachusetts. All contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
We're proud of the way we manage our resources. Please visit our website at: www.brighamcenter.org
to view our Annual Report, visit www.Guidestar.org to view our 990 Financial Statements or see our
Uniform Financial Statements and Independent Auditor's Report (UFR) on the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Operational Services Division Website at https://ufr.osd.state.ma.us/home.asp.

Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center | 165 East Street, Pittsfield MA 01201
413-442-5174 | www.BrighamCenter.org

CEO’s Report
The Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center has provided guidance, support, and advocacy for
girls, boys and their families since 1911. We continue to meet the needs of our families in providing
them with the best programs and services. We look forward to seeing our young people grow up to
be responsible, confident and personally fulfilled, it is remarkable to see what they can achieve given consistency, care and encouragement.
The work we do with children, youth and families has changed over the years, but in this past year
with the COVID-19 pandemic, we hit an unprecedented time. We were forced to close our doors on
March 20, it was an incredibly sad day for all of us, but we quickly regrouped and stepped up for our community
to meet the need to care for children of first responders. Our staff was amazing and half of them returned a
week later to run the operation for what we thought would be two weeks, turned into three months.
We operated an Exempt Emergency Child Care Program (EECCP) from March 30th to June 25th. We ran 7am to
5pm, Monday to Friday for up to 40 children. There was no fee for the program to parents/caregivers who had
to work as COVID-19 essential employees. Emergency care was only to be used when no other option was available. The Governor’s guidelines were enforced, and the Early Childhood Education & Department of Public
Health guidelines were extremely strict, but we persevered and made it through with no positive cases in our
center.
We reopened for licensed child care on Monday, June 29th, having been granted a provisional license. We operate from 7:30am to 5:00pm and parents/caregivers have an eight-hour time slot for care under these new guidelines. We reviewed all the regulations and created space for 123 children under the new standards with 14
classrooms, we have divided a couple school age rooms to allow us to serve more children and have relocated
one staff office to another area so that the Youth Empowerment Services space can be used as a child care space
once again.
We are grateful for grant support from the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund for Berkshire County and Eversource to support COVID-19 child care operations and the reopening.
Other happenings during fiscal year 2020…
All ABC and ECE staff completed their 12 sessions of Strong Start Training which amounts to 11.5 hours and is
now mandatory for all staff. Our Aquatics staff and Girls Inc. staff also completed the training as an extra measure. The Department of Early Education & Care created these trainings to align with the federal Child Care Development Block Grant. Topics covered included: Child Abuse and Neglect; Emergency Response Planning; First Aid
& CPR Overview; Food Related Risk & Response; Hazardous Materials; Infant Safe Sleeping Practices; Infectious
Diseases & Immunizations; Introduction to Child Development; Medication Administration; Physical Premises
Safety; Shaken Baby Syndrome; and Transporting Children.
Jane Iredale supported us again with the Think pink & give back! Campaign with 100% of profits from sales of
their Special Edition Forever Pink Just Kissed® Lip and Cheek Stain will help support Look Good Feel Better® and
organizations benefitting women, girls and animals.
We worked with Girls Inc. of Lynn, Holyoke and Worcester to seek state funding for Eureka! We hosted a luncheon in Worcester on January 10th for legislators from across the state to learn about Eureka!, Girls Inc.’s cutting
edge STEM Program that is helping to build a pipeline of motivated and talented young women with ambitions
to pursue college and careers in STEM fields. We let them know that Eureka! is now statewide from the Berkshires to Boston, it is scalable, effective, and critical to workforce development. Continued on next page...

We Bid Farewell to Our Dear Friends
Mr. Alfonso Cirillo, age 91 of 72 Leona Dr. Pittsfield, died Friday afternoon after a long illness. He was born in San Valentino in Abruzzo Citeriore, Italy, and was the last of the 4 children of the late Domenico and
Domenica Marulli Cirillo. Educated in the local schools, he was a graduate of LaScuola Secondaria di San Valentino. He emigrated to this country settling in Pittsfield in 1948 and became employed at the former
General Electric Co. Upon being drafted into the U. S. Army, he was stationed in Germany.
When granted military leave, he would travel by train to his sister's
home in Italy. There, he was introduced to the former Maria Danese,
whom he courted and ultimately married July 13, 1952. Following the birth of their first daughter,
Anna, they came to America Aug. 13, 1953. Mr. Cirillo rejoined G.E. where he was employed initially
as a painter and later in asembly. Prior to his retirement, he helped assemble transmissions for the
Bradley Fighting Vehicle. Alfonso retired in 1988 with a total of 40 years of service with the company.
Generous and giving to a fault, he most enjoyed being with his family and extended family. He
changed his shifts at the GE to evenings so he could care for his daughter. If you lived near North
Street, you would see them both walk late in the afternoon to the former Coat Factory to greet his
wife and to share the childcare responsibilities. Together they would walk home and he would turn
around then to walk to the GE to begin his shift. Alfonso was a long time communicant of Mount
Carmel Church and upon its closing became a communicant of St. Joseph's Church. He loved to travel to Canada to visit with their relatives and especially loved to watch his three grandsons play Soccer for the former St. Joseph's High School.
You could tell what time of the year it was by observing Alfonso's activities. Springtime was for
getting his large garden prepared and ready and the Summer was for tending the plants and working in his yard. Fall was the time for the Harvest and making his own wine followed by Winter which
was for eating and drinking the fruits of his labors. You knew you were a valued member of the extended family if you were gifted a bottle to enjoy in your own home. Again, a generous man.
In addition to his wife, Maria, he is survived by his daughters, Anna F. Stack and her husband Shaun,
of Pittsfield and Donna M. Hanson and her husband, Christian, of Pittsfield. He was the very proud
'Nonno' of his three grandsons, Christopher J. Stack and his wife, Catalina and their daughters, Marcella and Isabella, Corey M. Stack and his wife, Anna Maria and their son Brandon, and Nico J.
Terpak. He is also survived by his brother-in-law and his greatest competitor whether it was concerning wine making or Bocce, Tony and Lella Danese of Pittsfield and all of his extended family
here, in Canada and in Italy.

CEO’s Report Continued
Continued… Sidney and I, along with our counterparts had visit at the state house with Tricia FarleyBouvier, State Rep. Aaron Vega and Senator Harriot Chandler where we hosted a coffee and cookie
hour for those who could not come to Worcester on February 26 th. There was tremendous participation from state Rep.’s, state Senator’s and their staff. With the pandemic hitting right after our
visit, we did not have movement this year, but we are determined to circle back around when the
time is right in the future.
Happily, Eureka! continues to operate here in the Berkshires supporting our girls. We are grateful for the support
from Avangrid and Berkshire Gas, the Josephine & Louise Crane Foundation, the Jewish Women’s Foundation of
the Berkshires and national Girls Inc, along with our partners in higher education Berkshire Community College
and the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. While our direction has had to shift because of the pandemic, our
girls are resilient and continue to move forward together.
We continue as a community partner of Berkshire United Way in our Early Childhood Education and Girls Inc. of
the Berkshires Programs, achieving our set outcomes with children, you and families each year. #hereforgood
We were awarded a contract with the Mass Department of Public Health to provide Adolescent Sexuality Education programming during the school day and in out of school time which will continue in FY21.
We were part of the Berkshire County Complete Count Committee Meeting for the 2020 Census which was coordinated by the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission. We have direct access to many who are in the Hard to
Count (HTC) populations. The Census data is extremely important for our constituents and our agency as it sets
the bar for a lot of funding, so we wanted to make sure as many of our families completed the census as possible.
We upgraded our phone system. It was a lengthy process as we had to work out the server and the components
like our door locks which have a phone release. We are thrilled to have been able to do this as our old system
was so antiquated.
We created a Camp Subcommittee to work on a plan for capital and program improvements to the camp. We
put a new roof on Kolomo, we did some tree removal of dead and dangerous trees, repaired pilons as well as
ramps, railings and stairs. We have more to do in the coming years, but this was a great start in bringing the
property back to its former glory for our girls.
Pittsfield Beautiful has been outstanding with their volunteer support to care for the front landscaping. Barbara
Seddon, former Finance Manager, leads the charge and we are truly grateful for all their efforts in keeping the
front looking spectacular.
We acknowledge our staff for consecutive years of service to the center. This year, we recognize four staff with
Melissa Tarjick and Carlotta Serre for 5 years, Roseann Paris for 20 years and Catherine Erbin for 30 years. We
are grateful to have such dedicated staff in our ranks who are here to support our children, youth and families.
All people in Pittsfield experience a safe, thriving and just community.
In closing, on behalf of the Brigham Center children, youth and their families, we thank you.
With warmest regards,
Kelly A. Marion
Chief Executive Officer

A Year in Photos
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We Bid Farewell to Our Dear Friends

Fay J. Henry, age 92, died Friday, December 27, 2019 at her home in Pittsfield surrounded by her loving friends.
Fay was born on April 25, 1927, a daughter of the late Rodman C. and Grace
Robinson Henry. Educated in local schools, Fay was the 5th Generation of
the Henry family to reside in Pittsfield, and she felt completely at home in
the residence her parents had owned before her.

Following high school, Fay went on to attend the former Bay Path Institute,
now known as Bay Path University in Longmeadow, MA. After graduation,
Fay started working in the medical records department for Province Hospital in Holyoke. She then began at
the Hillcrest Hospital, and later Berkshire Medical Group, where she spent 43 years working under Dr. Frank
Paddock, Dr. Richard Perera, Dr. Wheelright, Dr. Clifford, and Dr. Bird until her retirement.
A longtime supporter of her community, Fay volunteered at Arrow Head and the Berkshire Historical Society. She loved local history and enjoyed sharing her extensive knowledge with others. Over her 92 years, Fay
also supported many nonprofit organizations throughout the Pittsfield area.

Berkshire Bank Foundation

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Berkshire United Way
Ruth P. Boraski Funds for Girls Inc. of the Berkshires
Eversource Energy Foundation Inc.
Jewish Women's Foundation of the Berkshires
Josephine and Louise Crane Foundation, Inc.

Most recently, Fay was taken care of by a close-knit group of women who were very attached and devoted
to her. Those women were Jewel Stimpson, Lauren Johnson, Lori Bohin, Barb LaPierre, and Bethanie Osier.
She was always very grateful for their care and their friendship. With the help of Jewel and Lauren, Fay was
able to go on vacations to Rhode Island beaches where she could enjoy the sand, wind, the waves, and her
favorite meals, which consisted of "the fish of the day."
Fay was predeceased by her parents, as well as by her loving brother, Dr. Rodman Robinson Henry, who
died in 2011.

Edward L. Mann Scholarship Fund
Rotary Club of Pittsfield
The Coolidge Hill Foundation
The Feigenbaum Foundation
Women’s Club of the Berkshires
ZONTA Club of Berkshire County

In addition to the mentioned friends and caregivers, Fay is also survived by additional close friends, Adelia
Pellegrini, June Marketonis, Barbara Bell, Kathy Cotnoir, Dr. Carol Leary, John Goebel, Norma Purdy, Sister
Mary (Dolice Ward), and King and Debbie Francis. We as friends, will remember Fay for her beautiful eyes,
friendly smile and bubbly personality. We will always cherish her love and friendship and be grateful for the
time shared with her. She was a lady who cannot be replaced, but a lady that will truly be remembered and
appreciated for the rest of our lives.

Year in Photos

President’s Report
What a whirlwind of a year we’ve had here at the Center. First and foremost, on behalf of myself
and the entire board, we would like to express our deepest appreciation to the staff at the Center.
We had been going along steadily throughout a majority of the year. Programs were seeing success with the children and we were reaching out to the community, growing our connections.
Then after the shutdown in March, Kelly following a request from the Commonwealth, reopened
as emergency care. It was during this time as the Exempt Emergency Child Care Program (EECCP),
that we the board truly saw the strength and resiliency of not only our staff but the children in our
community. Through Kelly’s stalwart leadership, the staff was able to provide the utmost care to
40 children, some of whom were in vulnerable populations, but most were children of essential
workers. We saw the center operating on bare bones, with minimum staff and everyone taking on new roles in order
to be sure everyone was safe. I think my favorite part, during this time, was seeing all the fun projects staff was doing
with the kids on social media. I took a lot of comfort knowing that our educators could teach and help these young
people grow through any circumstance.

Programs & Who We Serve
Our Programs
Today the Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center is proud to
provide Pittsfield and Berkshire County children and families with these
programs:
Early Childhood Education – for infants to pre-kindergarten– Center staff
furnish a safe, nurturing, educational environment with a focus on successful kindergarten readiness and family strengthening.
ABC School Age Enrichment Program – for children kindergarten to age 14
– Children attend before and after school and during the summer with a
focus on literacy, education support and life skills programming.
Girls Inc. of the Berkshires – for girls 5 to 18 – As an affiliate of the national
Girls Inc. organization research-based programs are offered to teach girls
key skills in economic literacy, substance abuse prevention and pregnancy
prevention; we work to inspire girls to be strong, smart and bold.
Youth Empowerment Services – for adolescent girls and boys – Staff focuses
on character, values and leadership development, career exploration, selfesteem and confidence building; interventional case management; all
designed to promote academic success, family strengthening and prevent
teen pregnancy.
Camp Stevenson-Witawentin – for girls ages 5 to 18 – A memorable day
camp experience for up to 100 girls each summer on Onota Lake The camp
offers activities to curb summer learning loss and help reduce “nature
deficit disorder”; a Counselor in Training program gives young women an
opportunity to learn the skills needed to become a future camp counselor.
Aquatics – for children and families – Group and private lessons for all ages
including toddler and preschoolers, water aerobics, family and lap swim
time, skill clinics, as well as, therapeutic swim programs for disabled
individuals and community rentals.

As our fiscal year came to a close, the center was finally able to reopen its doors under this “new-normal’ for our early
education and afterschool programs, along with the opening up of Camp Stevenson-Witawentin for our Girls Inc camp
program. The amount of regulations, adaptations, and changes that happened in those five months seemed astronomical, but you would never know if you talked to the staff here. They’re wearing their masks but, in their eyes, you see
the joy of being back with the kids. There is new signage on the doors and walls throughout the building but you still
hearing the laughter of the kids. That laughter, the happiness, all is thanks to the staff that risked so much to be here,
to support these young people, to support this community. There are many things that are done and look different
now, but the Brigham Center will always be the place “Where Kids Grow Up”.

Treasurer’s Report
The Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center’s finance committee meets each month prior to the
board meeting to review, discuss, and provide direction related to the organization’s financial activities. The Finance Committee then prepares and presents pertinent financial information to the
Board for review, discussion, and recommendation.

The organization finished the fiscal year ended June 30, 2020 with $2,007,000 in income and
$2,024,000 in expenses resulting in a net deficit of $17,000. Income consisted of $1,993,000 of operating income and non-operating income (investment revenue) of $14,000 for the year. Expenses
included $214,000 of non-cash depreciation.

With respect to FY20 revenue, the Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center received a $147,200 bequest from the Fay
Henry Estate and continued to expand the Eureka! Program with $60,000 in funding this year. Due to COVID-19, the
Center received an additional $50,000 from the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund for Berkshire County through
the Berkshire United Way plus additional federal support through the Cares Act during the state shutdown.

The Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center finished the fiscal year with $3,002,000 in assets and $367,000 in liabilities. The liability balance includes a forgivable Paycheck Protection Program Loan of $268,400. The largest portion of
the assets consists of fixed assets (buildings, land and equipment) with a book value of $1,272,000.
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