
Master of Science in Education 

Early Childhood Education & Special Education Birth – Grade 2 

FAQ’s 

 

What is an M.S. in Education? 
The College of Mount St. Vincent Master of Science in Education: Early Childhood Education 
& Special Education, Birth–Grade 2, is an accelerated 46-credit program that culminates in a 
recommendation for NYS Teacher Certification Birth-Grade 2, with an option to extend to 
Grade 6. Graduates are certified to teach general and special education across a variety of 
program settings including home, center-based programs, inclusive preschools, private and 
public-school classes, and programs. Students are eligible for Internship Certification (which 
will allow them to work as P3 providers) after completing 50% (2 semesters) of the program. 
Students who wish to extend their certification to grades 1-6 and Generalist 7-12, can take 
two additional courses for each, after program completion.  

Which college have you partnered with that offers this degree? 
We are proud to have partnered with the College of Mount Saint Vincent, a highly ranked 
college featuring an outstanding undergraduate Psychology department.  

Among the five oldest colleges in New York City, CMSV offers more than 70 nationally 
recognized programs, including a full array of majors and minors in the sciences and 
mathematics, the humanities, arts, and social sciences, and professional preparation in 
accounting, business, communication, education, and nursing. 

How long will it take to earn the degree? 
The degree can be completed in just five semesters, but program length depends on many 
factors including transfer credits, and varies for each student.  

Will the environment and education be suitable for a Yeshiva student? 
The College of MSV prides itself on offering superior education along with outstanding 
student support in a culturally sensitive environment. They are understanding of the unique 
requirements and religious sensitivities of the students recruited by Sara Schenirer and have 
worked diligently to accommodate our requests to ensure an environment suitable for a 
Yeshiva graduate. For the Men’s Program, CMSV employs only male teachers who are 
sensitive to our community’s unique requirements. 

Does this degree offer value even if I don’t enjoy traditional classroom instruction? 
Classroom instruction is only one of the many career opportunities this degree offers. The 
majority of our graduates use the degree toward a career in special education which includes 
a wide array of opportunities. Examples include working as a SEIT, P-3 provider, behavioral 
therapist, social skills therapist, UPK, special education coach & consultant, curriculum 
developer, and more.  

Is the special education job market flooded? Will I find a job once I graduate? 
Special education is one of the fastest growing education career fields nationwide, according 
to government statistics, and our experience and research confirm that. A recent poll of Sara 
Schenirer graduates showed that more than 95% found jobs in the field within one year of 

https://mountsaintvincent.edu/academics/undergraduate-college/areas-of-study/all-areas-of-study/department-of-psychology/


graduating. Five years later, more than 70% were still employed in the field.  This job is ideal 
for a man who wishes to work within the yeshiva or public-school system. It offers many 
opportunities for part-time or full-time positions, and as potential for growth in the 
administrative field as well.   

What makes Sara Schenirer different? 
We pride ourselves on the high-quality education, accelerated degrees, uncompromised 
environment, and the stellar professors that our degree-granting partners are able to offer.  
Most of all, we delight in the warm and supportive attention every single student receives 
throughout his years as a CMSV student. The world of college and degrees is confusing, costly, 
and difficult to navigate. We work extra hard to offer personal guidance to every student to 
ensure their success and timely graduation.  

What are the admission requirements? 
Applicants must have a Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited institution of higher education 
(e.g. yeshiva, college) with a minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0.  
Students must also take the GRE before beginning the degree program. Please see the GRE 
fact sheet for details on how to obtain study materials and how to register for the test. Please 
note that the GRE is one of many variables that the college uses to determine acceptance. 
Students are encouraged to apply regardless of their GRE score. 

Can credits be transferred from another program?  
Yes. Up to six graduate level credits earned in a master’s program may be accepted.  

When are classes offered? 
Courses are offered live-online during evening hours. Each class meets for one hour and thirty 
minutes at a specified time between 7-10 pm. Students log on to a designated website from 
their own locations and participate in an interactive lecture. The instructor as well as all the 
students, are visible on the screen, can talk to one another and communicate via headsets and 
chat through the computer. The learning experience is very similar to a classroom, but it takes 
place online instead. 

Is the entire course live-online? 

Each course is a hybrid course, which means that approximately 24 hours will be live-online 
teaching, and 13.5 hours will consist of online assignments. In addition, one course per 
semester will be entirely online without a live component. 
 
What will I need to join the class?  
A computer and reliable high-speed internet access.  
 
Is financial aid available? 
Matriculated graduate students may borrow up to $20,500 per year through the federal unsubsidized 
direct loan program. After the origination fee, the remaining balance due can be paid by semester or 
on a monthly payment plan. 

 
How can I apply for aid? 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) can be completed online at 
https://www.fafsa.ed.gov. Mount St. Vincent’s FAFSA school code is 002703. Be sure to 
complete the correct year’s application (2020-21 for Fall 2020, 2021-22 for Fall 2021). 

https://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


 
 
Until when can I apply? 
Registration is now open!  Fall classes begin in September. Spring semester begin January. 
 
What do I need in order to apply? 

To apply, you must complete an online application which is available on our website. To 

request a link to the application, please email applications@sarasch.com.  

 

When completing the application, you will be requested to supply:  

• Unofficial Undergraduate Transcript/s 

• Two References (These need not be your teacher, principal, or employer) 
• Typed Essay (300-500 words) describing personal philosophy of education, 

statement of intent, and rationale for pursuing the degree through the College of 
Mount St. Vincent 

• Current Resume 
• Official GRE Score Report (if available) 
• Personal Photograph 

Even if you do not have these available at the time of application, we recommend 
submitting your application immediately and submitting the requested documents as they 
become available.  
Once your application is submitted with all the required documents, an interview will be 

scheduled to continue the admissions process.  

 

NYS Teacher Certification Requirements 
Please note: Credits in the following areas are required for NYS Teacher Certification. In the 
event that you have not fulfilled these requirements at the bachelor’s level, we will guide you 
on how to fulfill them while completing your master’s courses. 

• 6 credits in English  • 3 credits in Artistic Expression (Art or Music History) 
• 3 credits in Mathematics • 3 credits in Foreign Language 
• 3 credits in Science  • 3 credits in Information Retrieval (Computers) 
• 6 credits in History   

 
If you wish to teach outside of NYS, you will need to transfer your certification to the state in 
which you reside.  
The requirements for each state can be found on the Department of Education website for 
that state. 

What if I still have more questions? 
If you have additional questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to us and we will 
be happy to answer any questions you may have. We can be reached at sjaeger@sarasch.com 
or (718) 633-8557 ext. 13. 

mailto:applications@sarasch.com
mailto:sjaeger@sarasch.com

