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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
Nearly 150 members of the Florida Forestry Association gathered 
for food, fun and fellowship at two regional meetings in February. 

The fi rst meeting was held Feb. 5, 2015, at the University of Florida’s 
Austin Cary Forest Learning Center in Gainesville, Fl. Members 
who had not seen the facility since its reconstruction marveled 
at its transformation into a true showplace for the forest industry. 

Sponsored by Farm Credit of Florida, the event also featured 
a delicious barbecue dinner and good discussions on issues 
aff ecting forestry. 

The second meeting was held Feb. 16, 2015, at the Nokuse 
Plantation’s E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center in Bruce, FL.  A privately 
owned preservation and restoration area, the Center is rarely open 
to the public; attendees at the membership meeting were provided 
the additional treat of a guided tour of the facility.

Sponsored by ArborGen Inc. and Farm Credit of Northwest Florida, 
the event also featured a delectable lunch, informative speakers 
and time for networking and catching up among friends. 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS!
The success of any organization is highly dependent on an 
engaged membership. An easy and eff ective way to be active 
in FFA is through our committees: Government Relations, 
TREEPAC, Environmental, Steering and Communications.

To learn more about the Association’s committees and 
their missions, please visit the Association’s website at 
www.FloridaForest.org/Programs/Committees.

ArborGen, Inc., and Farm Credit of 
Northwest Florida sponsors at the 

E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center

Farm Credit of Florida sponsors 
at the Austin Cary Forest 

Learning Center

Longtime FFA member Harold 
Mikell with FFA Director of 

Regulatory Aff airs Phil Gornicki

Executive Committee member 
Jimmy Bielling and wife Kathy
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FORESTRY FORWARD 2015
Congratulations to the 2015 Class of Forestry Forward, the 
Association’s leadership program:

Trey Byrd (T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.), Travis Davidson (Columbia Timber 
Company), Matthew T. Dykes (American Forest Management, Inc.), 
Mark Hammond (American Forest Management, Inc.), Eric Handley 
(Usher Land & Timber, Inc.), N. Jordan Huntley (Callahan Timber 
Company), Austen Roberts (Swift Creek Land & Timber), Braden 
Scott (Farm Credit of Northwest Florida), Zak Seymour (Farm Credit 
of Florida) and Aleko Stathopoulos (Suwannee Lumber Company).

Forestry Forward is chaired by David H. Hand (RockTenn).

This program provides up and coming members a segue to leader-
ship roles in the Association.  Current year participants have access 
to Board and committee meetings, legislative events, educational 
sessions and tours, and unique networking opportunities.

For more information, please visit the Association’s website at 
www.FloridaForest.org/Programs/Forestry-Forward.

MASTER LOGGER CLASS SCHEDULE 

Annual Update
April 1, 2015 – Milton
July 15, 2015 – Quincy

October 14, 2015 – Perry
November 5, 2015 – Gainesville
December 10, 2015 – Lake City

All classes begin at 8 AM and end no later than noon.

Two-day Workshop
June 17-18, 2015

Florida Gateway College
Lake City, FL

For more information, please visit the Association’s website at 
www.FloridaForest.org/Programs/master-logger.
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LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
The Florida legislature kicked off  its annual regular session on Tues-
day, March 3, 2015.  Gov. Rick Scott gave his fi fth State of the State 
address, focusing on the state’s “exceptionalism” and stressing its low 
unemployment rate, low debt and low taxes. He highlighted several of 
his priorities for the session, including increased funding for schools 
and job training and reduced taxes.

House Speaker Steve Crisafulli, R-Merritt Island, unveiled his priorities 
for the House, framed as “Five Solutions for a Stronger Florida.”  His 
plan leans heavily on tax relief, education and student testing and the 
distribution of Amendment 1 funds for water and land conservation.

Senate President Andy Gardiner, R-Orlando, said that his chamber will 
focus on Medicaid expansion. He commended the Senate for the prog-
ress they have already made with high stakes testing, implementation 
of Amendment One, and reforming the Department of Corrections. 
His priority, he said, will be promoting people with “unique abilities.” 
His agenda will encourage families to adopt children in foster care, 
advance economic independence for those with disabilities and ex-
pand higher education options for those who age out of high school.

Leaders of the Florida Forestry Association were in Tallahassee on 
March 18, 2015, to meet with their representatives and senators and 
to attend a legislative reception hosted by the Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Florida Farm Bureau 
Federation. where the Association will have an exhibit.

Below are the Association’s legislative priorities, as recommended by 
the Governmental Relations Committee and approved by the Execu-
tive Committee:

ISSUE 1 – Sales Tax Exemption on Equipment Parts
2005 legislation repealed the state sales tax on farm and forestry 
equipment. While this has resulted in a tremendous savings for ag 
and forestry producers, replacement parts for this equipment remain 
taxable. As a conduit to keep Florida’s agricultural and forest land-
owners competitive with producers in other states, our legislature 
should exempt from sales tax replacement parts for farm and forestry 
equipment.

Florida Forestry Association Position: 
The Association supports legislation that repeals the state sales tax on 
replacement parts for farm and forestry equipment.

 ISSUE 2 - Reforestation Cost-Share Program 
Currently reforestation rates are at historic low levels (296,000 acres 
in 1986 – 118,000 in 2013). Reforestation cost-share programs have 
been eff ectively used to stimulate reforestation rates among private 
forestland owners. Historically, reforestation cost-share programs were 
available to assist private landowners with reforestation costs; many 
of those programs have been discontinued or have limitations that 
make them unfeasible for reforesting timberlands. The reforestation 
cost-share program should off er landowners fl exibility in pine species 
selection and planting density based on site-specifi c conditions to 
maximize both economic and environmental benefi ts.          

A state-funded reforestation program should:
• Be administered through the Florida Department of Agricul-

ture and Consumer Services’ (FDACS) Florida Forest Service;

• Place a priority on forestlands located in springsheds, areas of 
critical environmental concerns or impaired watersheds with 
established TMDLs or associated BMAPs;

• Provide a 50/50 cost-share program that includes site prepara-
tion, tree seedlings and planting costs;

• Require that reforestation includes pine, cypress and hard-
wood species planted at densities best suited for the subject 
property, but at a rate not less than 500 trees per acre; 

• Require that planting eligibility be limited to a minimum of 10 
acres, at a cost-share rate of 50% up to a maximum of $150 per 
acre/year, and a maximum of $20,000 per landowner/year;

• Require all participants to implement water quality Silviculture 
Best Management Practices as adopted by FDACS;

• Require that these cost-share practices be maintained for a 
minimum of 10 years to demonstrate a committed investment 
in the management of healthy forest cover and sustained 
ecosystems;

• Allow that prescribed burning and exotic plant removal be 
conducted up to a maximum of $20,000 per landowner/year; 
and

• Not be used to plant any exotic tree species.

Florida Forestry Association Position: 
The Association supports legislation creating a state-funded reforesta-
tion cost-share program.

ISSUE 3 – Gulf County Greenbelt Issue
Recently, the Gulf County Property Appraiser chose to use a diff erent 
timber assessment methodology. This change has resulted in increased 
property tax bills for many forest landowners. Currently, FFA is work-
ing with local landowners, their legal counsel, and the Department 
of Revenue to identify potential solutions, including amendments to 
Florida Statutes and Administrative Code relating to agricultural land 
assessment.

Florida Forestry Association Position:
The Association supports the fair and just valuation of Florida’s timber-
lands.

ISSUE 4 - Immigration Reform 
Over the past few years, there has been legislation to require employers 
to use the Federal E-Verify system to verify the legal status of its workers.

Florida Forestry Association Position:
The Association believes immigration reform is a national issue and 
should be dealt with at the federal level, rather than on a state-by-state 
basis.

ISSUE 5 – Trucking Weights
Fuel prices, foreign competition and increased traffi  c on highway 
infrastructure have fueled an outcry for increased trucking weights 
across the nation. We have been -- and continue to be -- a vocal sup-
porter of a permanent increase in truck weights on federal highways. 
In 2010, the state legislature approved an increase in truck weights 
up to 88,000 pounds, on non-Interstate highways.

Florida Forestry Association Position:
The Association supports federal legislation to permanently increase 
truck weights for transporters of ag and forestry products on federal 
Interstate highways. 

ISSUE 6 – Natural Resource Protection
Competition for Florida’s natural resources creates unique challenges 
for water users and the environment. There are a number of legisla-
tive proposals being discussed to address Florida’s water quality and 
quantity issues. While the Association is generally supportive of these 
eff orts, it notes these and related problems arose over many years, and 
we can’t expect them to be resolved overnight. Further, a number of 
programs are already in place and working to address our state’s water 
and natural resources, such as, TMDLs and Basin Management Action 
Plans; the establishment of minimum fl ows and levels; Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs) for water quality; the state’s recently adopted 
Imperiled Species Rule and its associated Species Action Plans; and 
Integrated Conservation Strategies that include Wildlife BMPs. 

Florida Forestry Association Position:
The Association supports eff orts to restore and improve Florida’s natural 
resources and believes the solution can be found through implementa-
tion and funding of existing and new programs, including reforestation 
cost-share programs and compensation for ecosystem services.  

ISSUE 7 – Budget Issues
Florida Forest Service – Budget Priorities
Firefi ghter Pay increase   $  1.7 M
Firefi ghting Equipment replacement  $  6.39 M
Rural and Family Lands Program  $25.0 M
Overtime Salary Adjustment   $  1.0 M

For weekly legislative updates, please visit the Association’s website 
at www.FloridaForest.org.
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FLORIDA FORESTS TEACHERS’ TOUR
Sponsors are still needed for the Florida Forests Teachers’ Tour! This tour 
is an annual event that gives the forest industry the opportunity to tell 
forestry’s story to educators from around the state. Teachers take back 
the information and insights they learn in this four-day hands-on experi-
ence and incorporate them into their curriculum during the school year. 
This year’s tour will be held June 23-26, 2015, in Fernandina Beach, FL. 

Forty-fi ve teachers are selected each year. Sponsors are vital to the 
success of this program! Each $500 sponsorship allows one teacher to 
participate at no cost to him/herself  beyond travel to and from 
Fernandina. To sign up as a sponsor, please contact Vickie Allen  at 
850.222.5646 or Vickie@ForestFla.org.

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW MANUALS 

AVAILABLE
The updated FFA Environmental Law Manual, a comprehensive compila-
tion of federal, state and regional regulations aff ecting forest manage-
ment practices, is now available for $225 (tax included). The manual is 
an invaluable aid to landowners and managers who need to know the 
regulations they must comply with on a daily basis.    

To place an order, contact Vickie Allen at 850.222.5646 or Vickie@
ForestFla.org.

Rex Lumber offi  cials are pictured with a portrait of the late Robert McRae, Sr. 
They are, from left: Roby Bethke, Martha Kay McRae, Finley McRae, Charles 

McRae, Caroline Dauzat, Kenny Sparks, General Manager Bristol, Randy 
Cummings, General Manager Graceville and Jared Banta, Manager Graceville.

BROOKS SINK AQUIFER RECHARGE 

PROJECT
On Thursday, January 29, 2015, a project kickoff  ceremony was held 
in Bradford County to celebrate a joint endeavor by Rayonier and 
the Suwannee River Water Management District: the Brooks Sink 
aquifer recharge, which will contribute signifi cantly to the fl ow of 
the Santa Fe River and associated springs.

“We have long recognized that North Florida’s abundant, renewable 
working forests - the dominant land use in the region - hold the key 
to solving many water resource challenges including water quality 
and springs protection, fl ood control, alternative water supply and 
aquifer recharge,”  said Doug Long, Vice President, U.S. Operations, 
for Rayonier. “We are so pleased to work with the Suwannee River 
Water Management District through this creative and cost-eff ective 
public-private partnership to restore historic water fl ows to Brooks 
Sink, recharge underground aquifers and improve the fl ow of the 
Santa Fe River and local springs.”

EASEMENT APPLICATIONS
Applications are being accepted for USDA’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service Agricultural Conservation Easements Program 
(ACEP), which provides fi nancial and technical assistance for farmers, 
ranchers and forest landowners to establish conservation easements. 

The program funds easements for wetlands and agricultural lands. 
Wetland reserve easements restore, protect and enhance wetlands 
on privately owned and tribal land. Eligible lands include farmed 
or converted wetlands that can be successfully and cost-eff ectively 
restored.

For more information, contact your local NRCS offi  ce.

REFORESTATION TRENDS
The Florida Forest Service has tracked reforestation trends in Florida 
since 1950.  Below is a chart depicting Florida’s historical reforestation 
trends through the 2013-14 planting season. 

Reforestation ticked down slightly in 2013 by about 4,000 acres com-
pared to the prior year.   With average lower planting densities, this 
represented a decrease of roughly 6.7 million trees. The current rate 
remains less than half the acres planted on average during the decades 
of the 1970’s and 80’s. A signifi cant decline started in the early 1990’s 
and appears to have bottomed out in 2008-2009. 

The chart also depicts planting by major landowner groups. Historically, 
the forest industry was the leading tree planting group in Florida. Non-
industrial private landowners (NIPF) became the leading tree planters 
in Florida beginning around 2007.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Rex Lumber Company is awarding scholarships for the Fall 2015 semester 
at Chipola College for students pursuing an Associate of Science degree 
in Engineering Technology specializing in Advanced Manufacturing: 
Pneumatics, Hydraulics and Motors Certifi cation.

For more information, please visit the Association’s website at 
www.FloridaForest.org/Resources/Scholarships.

SAVE ON HUNTING LEASE LIABILITY 

INSURANCE
Partnering with Outdoor Underwriters, Inc., FFA off ers reduced liability 
insurance rates for hunting leases. The new minimum premium 
rate is now only  $150!  For details, visit  the Association’s website  at 
www.FloridaForest.org/programs/land-liability-insurance,  or  contact 
Phil Gornicki at 850.222.5646 or Phil@ForestFla.org. 

Timberland liability and fi re damage insurance for standing timber are 
also available.

BUILDING FUND UPDATE
We have had a resounding response to our Building Fund drive and 
are already at the halfway mark towards our goal of $60,000! FFA’s 
long needed building improvements have begun: new shingles 
have been installed on the building, gazebo and cook shed. Project 
manager Debbie Bryant reports that roof leaks are a thing of the past 
AND the building looks much better to boot!

We are now moving onto additional projects, and we are excited to 
watch the progress.  For more information on FFA’s building makeover, 
as well as a list of contributors, please visit the Association’s website 
at ww.FloridaForest.org/about-us/building-fund.

Donations are still needed and very much appreciated. If you would 
like to contribute to this very worthy cause, please contact Debbie 
Bryant at 850.222.5646 or Debbie@ForestFla.org.
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These advertisers make this publication possible. 
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business 
with them!

PROFESSIONAL 
         DIRECTORY

Alachua, FL 
386-518-6344

Marianna, FL
850-526-5110

www.AmericanForestManagement.com

 

 
Randy McKenzie                 Bobby Crisp                 Jamie Tollison 

Owner/Equipment             Parts Manager          Service Manager 

4894 NW US Highway 41 
Lake City, Florida 32055 

386-754-6186  Toll Free: 877-664-6337 
sales@qamparts.com 

VISIT US ONLINE

INTERNATIONALFOREST.CO

NOT ALL SEEDLINGS ARE 
CREATED EQUAL.

Creating a Legacy Growing Your Future Since 1974! 

 NRPS Divisions: 
    LEGACY FORESTRY SERVICES 
    LEGACY WILDLIFE SERVICES 
    LEGACY APPRAISAL SERVICES 
    LEGACY ARBORIST SERVICES 
    LEGACY REALTY SERVICES 

Offices: 
   Lake City          (386) 438-5896 
   High Springs    (386) 454-1124 
   San Antonio     (352) 588-2580 www. NR PSfor est ers. co m  

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039                 • Independent Insurance Agent
3131 Lonnbladh Road       • Professional Insurance Agent
Tallahassee, FL 32308      Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161                                     Fax: (850) 877-6396
LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS

South Eastern 
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs 
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd.     Ph: 954-752-3800 
Lady Lake, FL  32159                 Fax: 954-340-5596
www.crane-mats.com                 setimber@aol.com

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

wanted: 
Aromatic Red 

Cedar Export Logs

Contact: John Minihan

UNITED FOREST PRODUCTS, INC.
10190 SW 122 Terrace • Miami, Florida  33176-4877

Phone 305/253-7707 Mobile 305/490-6800
Fax 305/253-7748 E-Mail uforest@bellsouth.net

ssssss

FARM CREDIT
Providing Foresters Credit For:

• Operating Expenses
• Equipment Purchase/Lease

• Land Acquisition
• Other Related Needs

www.FarmCreditFlorida.com
1-866-824-5626

Silviculture Contractors
                                                                                         
 DONALD ROBBINS                   
 5299 Leo Barber Road                 
 Manor, Georgia 31550 
 E-mail robbinsforestry@bellsouth.net

                                             Office/Home (912)285-4736       
                                                              Mobile (912)337-7231 

                  Mobile (912)337-7232
                      Fax (912)285-7224

Great South Timber 
and Lumber, Inc.
Phone: 386-755-3046

Fax: 386-755-3048
 PO Box 2249

Lake City FL 32056

TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARNING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.
2365 NORTH US 19  •  PERRY, FL 32347

Office 850-584-7030
GARY A. BRETT
Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.
187 Flanders Rd.  •   Kite, GA 31049

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly

Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract

MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Offi ce 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON - FLORIDA
We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural 

Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)       1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)             Madison, FL 32340

C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)         Phone/Fax 850-973-2967

Michael J. Dooner
Certifi ed Forester
305 W. Shotwell St.
Bainbridge, GA 39819
229.246.5785
850.567.2800 Cell
mdooner@southernforestry.net

David S. Lewis, ACF
Certifi ed Forester

105 W. Anderson St.
Monticello, FL 32344

850.997.6254
850.510.0396 Cell

dlewis@southernforestry.net

www.soforest.com

Marianna
Dan Brymer
850.482.1834
Lake City
Jim Tilton
386.972.3021

Tallahassee
Blayne Newsome

850.728.7300
Clewiston

Donald Blanton
863.514.6851

Formerly Hercules Inc.
Florida Lighter Wood Stump Foresters

Serving the Forest Products Industry for over 30 years 
Office 850-997-2533

Ric Stoutamire
Rstoutamire@spamonticello.com 
Cell  850-251-5704

Ryan Pavlik
rpavlik@spamonticello.com

Cell  352-804-3374

Representing Bituminous Insurance Company

P.O. Box 5014
Callahan, FL 32011-5014

Ralph Spencer
PRESIDENT

(904) 879-2180
Fax (904) 879-2283

e-mail: rspencer@mulchmfg.com • web page: www.mulchmfg.com

Mulch Manufacturing, Inc.

credit union

Preserving Florida’s FutureTogether
www.flagcu.com 800-458-3524

3115 Conner Blvd Tallahassee, FL 32311

888-888-7158
www.arborgen.com

Robert Cross
Nursery Manager

800-554-6550

Donnie Fleming
Gulf Coast Sales Coordinator

850-227-8437

P.O. Box 5700
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700

 Property Rights Litigation     Real Estate

Jacob Cremer

Eminent Domain     Land Use     Agriculture 

500 East Kennedy Boulevard
Suite 200
Tampa, FL 33602

www.smolkerbartlett.com
Phone: (813) 223-3888
Fax: (813) 228-6422

Your land.  Your rights.  Our business.

Pat Duane

Phone: 352-867-8018
Fax:     352-867-5311

Timberland Investment • Tmberland Acquisition • Timberland Sales

SUPERIOR TREES, INC.
Phone (850) 971-5159 P.O. Drawer 9400
    Fax (850) 971-5416 Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestati on, miti gati on, wind-breaks,
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.

Geneti cally & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings.
Redcedar, Cypress, many nati ve shrubs & hardwood species.

LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Nati ve trees, shrubs, 
palms, wildfl owers, vines & nati ve grasses.

                      CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

Charlie Usina 850-509-4162

Timber Price 
Reporting Service

Email:  tmart@uga.edu
Phone: 706-542-4756

Athens GA 30602 USA

www.TimberMart-South.com

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH
AREA MANAGER

WAYCROSS WAREHOUSE
2910 Fulford Road

Waycross, GA 31503

AMERICUS WAREHOUSE
884 US Hwy 280 East
Americus, GA 31709

(904) 463-8352 | Cub.Smith@rrsi.com | www.rrsi.com

ACREAGE  .  INVESTMENT . TIMBER
Properties Across Florida

Amber Roberts-Crawford
Austen Roberts

Office Locations:  Lake City,
Lake Butler & Gainesville

Ron N. Mason CPA, CFST
Owner

Tel:850-765-4036
Fax: 850-270-5139  Cell: 850-545-4788

Email: ronmasoncpa@gmail.com

2940 Kerry Forest Pkwy, Suite 103
Tallahassee, FL 32309

www.AgAmerica.com
855-898 2265

Offering low interest 
agricultural real 
estate loans for

Timber • Cattle • 
Citrus • Row Crop

across the U.S.


