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30  Years of Walking Shield 

Phil Stevens had a vision.  Born of 
Lakota (Sioux) heritage, his Indian 
genes were awakened when he saw 
the cover of Life magazine that    
featured the invasion of Alcatraz by 
a group of American Indian activists.  
It was November of 1969, Phil 
wanted to help.  He soon became 
involved with the United Indian 
Development Association (UIDA), 

served on their Board of Directors and volunteered his 
services to provide technical and management         
assistance to Native American businesses and tribes.   

It wasn't until 1986, when he visited Red Cloud Indian 
School on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation of South 
Dakota, that the idea of creating a charitable,           
non-profit organization finally evolved.  From there, the 
seeds of Walking Shield were spawn.  Eventually selling 
his successful engineering and construction company,  
Mr. Stevens would devote his full attention to leading 
Walking Shield in his quest to improve the quality of 
life in the most impoverished of our American Indian 
communities.   

In the 30 years since it’s inception, Walking Shield, 
Inc. has implemented programs that have impacted 
thousands:  Operation Walking Shield has facilitated 
the convergence of military talent via the Department 
of Defense’s Innovative Readiness Training (IRT) to 
provide infrastructure, housing and healthcare. True 
to our philosophy that “Education is the pathway out 
of poverty,” thousands of students have received school 
supplies and computers; our Scholarship Program has 
assisted college students achieve their academic goals by 
               Continued on Page 2, Stevens  

 

Walking Shield, Inc. 

6th Annual Charity Golf Tournament 

Barona Creek Golf Club in Lakeside, CA  

Monday, June 27, 2016 

10:00am Shotgun Start 

 Walking Shield , Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization  

Serving American Indian Families Since 1986 

Proceeds to benefit  

American Indian Scholarship and Education Program 

For further information and registration 
materials please contact: 

Phone:  (949) 639-0472                        

Email:  
info@walkingshield.org or 

Walking Shield, Inc. 

Celebrating 30 Years of Serving  

American Indian Families 

1986 ~ 2016 
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Education Update 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

Holiday Gift Program 
The Walking Shield Elves were merrily at 

work in preparation for the  holidays; the 

forklift  steadily humming through the   

warehouse as toys were pulled, stacked 

and shrink-wrapped for shipment to res-

ervations across the country.  Over 50 

tribes and  urban organizations from 

California to Alaska enjoyed a special holi-

day gift, thanks to the generous donations 

received throughout the year.  Heartfelt 

thanks to Hasbro, Native American Toys 

for Tots, Carters, Huntington Landmark 

Toymakers Club, Gymboree, Westminster 

Yarn Spinners, Pierce College Pre-Vet, 

Crazy 8 and the many individual donors who make it all happen.                                                                                                                                                                    

Elves at work... 

“We are blessed to be so lucky as to have a program such as this in our endeavor to help hundreds of 
children in our local school systems.   These are children from Head Start to 12th grade.  That makes 
hundreds of smiles!  Thank you for your awe-inspiring work Walking Shield!                                                                                                                                                   
LaRae Schindler,  Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians  

 (Stevens, cont’d from Page 1) reducing their financial burden.  Through our affiliation with         
OneSight, over 34,000 children and adults  have received free eye exams and  eyeglasses; the 
Holiday Gift Program has sent hundreds of thousands of gifts across the country annually 
and the Humanitarian Aid Program has provided clothing, blankets, hygiene items, school 
supplies, baby supplies and more.   

Phil Steven’s vision is 30 years strong…...and lives on!      

Since 2010, Walking Shield has provided more than $1.4 million in college scholarships 

to American Indian students. By continuously mentoring through workshops and indi-

vidual counseling as well as a proven case management style approach, we provide all 

the resources necessary to remain in college and graduate.  In the 2014/1015         

academic year, we had a 93% college retention rate. Since the program’s inception,    

24 students have graduated with another 16 on track to graduate in 2016.        

“Walking Shield enabled me to concentrate on studying without carrying financial burdens.  The staff also 
opened doors for me to give back and encourage American Indian students they are not alone.” 

             Cheyenne Reynoso, (Cherokee, Choctaw, Shawnee, Apache & Aztec), UCI Graduate 
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OneSight Vision Program 

On March 17th, 2016,  a group of 47 OneSight volunteers from 

around the world rolled into town. Gathering at the Harlem  

High School gymnasium in Ft. Belknap, Montana, they quickly 

set up shop.  Over the course of the following five days, 1,549 

students and adults received eye examinations….and not a day 

too soon!  Of the 1,135 students examined, 69% needed glasses 

and of the 414 adults tested, 99% required corrective lenses.   

The examination included dilating the eyes, assessing the 

level of correction, checking for pressure, measuring the 

eyes and fitting for frames.  Next step: select your new 

frames and get ready to see a whole lot better!  The      

children’s glasses were made on the spot in the mobile 

production lab; the adults received their glasses over the 

following two weeks.   

OneSight is an independent nonprofit committed to eradi-

cating the global vision care crisis worldwide.  As One-

Sight’s founding global sponsor, Luxottica provides annual 

operating support, frames and the engagement of their 

75,000 doctors and employees.  This specialized  expertise 

has allowed OneSight to create sustainable and charitable 

access to quality vision care and eyewear in under-resourced communities around 

the world.  An international group, the doctors hail from Italy, Portugal, Brazil,   

Canada, China, the United Kingdom as well as the United States.   

From April 25—29 in 2016,  the OneSight troupe will do it again on the White Earth         

Reservation in Minnesota.   

We are so fortunate to partner with 

OneSight; the number of kids and 

adults benefitting from these clinics 

increases every year. Our goal in 2015 

was 850 students and 150 adults; the 

number increased to 1200 students 

and 500 adults in 2016.  Currently 

hosting two clinics per year, the number will double to four clinics in 2017.      
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Healthcare Update 

Walking Shield, Inc. has enjoyed a long-

standing collaborative relationship with the 

Department of Defense via their  Innovative 

Readiness Training (IRT)  Program.     

Medically trained personnel have provided 

treatment to tens of thousands on numer-

ous  Indian Reservations across the    

country over the past 22 years.  Medical 

services have included physicals, dentistry, 

physical therapy, pharmacy, lab work,    

radiology, optometry, women’s healthcare 

and other services.  The program proves to 

be a win-win: military personnel receive real world training while the underserved 

American Indian communities benefit from much-needed medical care.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven medical deployments were completed in 2015 including Ft. Belknap Indian 

Community in Montana (see Article on our website: www.walkingshield.org under 

“Media / Articles / Health Care / Reserve Soldiers Provide Medical Support   

During Walking Shield—August 3, 2015”) 

Upcoming deployments in 2016 are scheduled for Round Valley, Hoopa and 

Santa Ynez in California; Ft. Belknap and Ft. Peck in Montana and Ft. Thomp-

son / Crow Creek in South Dakota.  

 

“The IRT Medical Program leaves a positive 
impact on the people we treat as they see we are 
committed to the community, we are commit-
ted across the board……” 

      Major Tracy Jones   

                  AFRC IRT Medical Project Manager  
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Infrastructure Update 

Housing Relocation Update 
In October 2015, Dr. John Castillo and Marvin Thurman attended the Assistant 

Secretary of the Army (Installations, Energy and Environment) Residential Commu-

nities Initiatives Conference in Alexandria, VA.  Gathered together were the various 

corporate partners who are responsible for housing on military installations; not just 

on Army bases, many also partner with the Navy, Air Force and National Guard 

bases as well.  Walking Shield was allowed to provide a presentation on its very suc-

cessful housing relocation program that we have coordinated since the mid-nineties.  

The presentation was well-received and many of the corporate partners expressed 

their interest in collaborating with Walking Shield in this most important effort.   

In December 2015, Walking Shield amended it’s legis-

lation to allow us first right of refusal for excess mili-

tary homes on ALL military installations across the 

United States.  Prior to this, we were able to relocate 

1,125 homes exclusively from Air Force bases only; the 

homes went to 15 Reservations in seven states. Access 

to housing on all military 

bases affords us a great  

opportunity to alleviate the 

desperate housing short-

ages prevalent on many 

Reservations across the 

country. 

 

Left to right:   

LTG Halverson, Commanding General 
of U.S. Army Installations Management 
Command /   Dr. John Castillo /  
Honorable Katherine Hammach,    
Assistant Secretary of the Army 
(Installation,  Energy and                
Environment) 

During the summer of 1986, Walking Shield founder Phil Stevens toured the Pine 

Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.  Conditions were deplorable: from that 

day on, Mr. Stevens vowed to improve reservation life.  For instance, over the past 

30 years, our  collaboration with the Department of Defense’s Innovative Readiness 

Training (IRT) Program to enhance infrastructure has:                                               

 - Repaired more than 950 miles of roads                                                                      

 - Built 30 new homes                                                                                                

 - Drilled 20 water wells and built small bridges                                                         

 - Installed miles of utility lines, culverts, waterlines and sewer lines                          

 - Dam Restoration                                                                                                 

Upcoming projects are scheduled for the Santa Rosa and Hoopa Valley Indian Reser-

vations in California, Ft. Belknap and Crow Agency Reservation in Montana and the 

Leech Lake Reservation in Minnesota.                                           



 6 

 

 

Walking Shield,  Inc.             6  

Humanitarian Aid 

 
How To Help 

Walking Shield, Inc. has championed the plight of our Native American families since its 

inception in 1986.  Over the past 30 years we have been fortunate to partner with       

contributors and volunteers who share our goal of  im-

proving the quality of life in some of the most impover-

ished American Indian communities across our country.   

Through their generosity, we have provided 100,000 

pounds of school supplies, books and computers; 1,000’s 

of pounds of clothing items; 100’s of hygiene items; over 

30,000 toys; 1,000’s of blankets; 1,000’s of baby items 

and nursery necessities. 

“Walking Shield allows us the opportunity to provide backpacks stuffed with warm clothing, school supplies 

and toiletry items to children who have stayed in school.  By staying in school, these children have an            

opportunity and a chance to obtain an education.” 

Dr. Leland S. Shapiro, (Ret.) Chair of the Agriculture Department and Director of the LA Pierce College 

There are many ways you can help Walking Shield assist American Indian families in need. 

 As a charitable 501(c)3 organization, any donations given are tax deductible.  Monetary      
donations enhance and support the organization’s operation.  Even a seemingly small amount 
can go a long way in making a difference. 

 Walking Shield gathers new, in-kind donations for distribution including: hygiene products, 

new clothing, blankets, toys, baby supplies, computers and educational items.   

 You can help by organizing a supply drive at your school, place of employment, where you 

worship, or in your neighborhood.  

 Many of our corporate sponsors encourage their employees to give to Walking Shield and    

often match these initial donations.     

 We are always looking for opportunities to develop new grant partnerships. If you have a   
connection to a possible funding source through a friend or family member, introduce them to 
our staff. 

These are just a few ways you can support Walking Shield in improving the quality of life for our 

nations American Indians.  Please contact us today for any further information you might need.  

Thank you for your support and consideration. 
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Alyce Thomas 

Barbara (Robin) Snagg 

Barona Band of Mission Indians 

Boeing Employee Individual Giving 
Program 

Carroll Smith 

Carter’s Clothing of Antioch 

Carter’s Clothing of Tracy  

Casino Pauma 

Combined Federal Campaign of 
Greater So Cal 

Common Ground Interfaith     
Spiritual Center 

Crazy 8 of Mission Viejo 

Dorothy Corriveau 

Dr. Gary Cromwell 

Dr. Javier Davila 

Gymboree of Laguna Hills 

Hasbro 

Huntington Landmark Toymakers 
Club 

Janie & Jack of Mission Viejo 

 

 

Jesse Flyingcloud Pope Foundation 

Jon Cohn 

Karen Bednorz – In memory of  
Scott Collins & Garret Bednorz  

 
Lawrence Matranga 

Lianne Oakes 

Linda Collins – In memory of    
Scott Collins 

Malinda Pennoyer Chouinard 

Matthew McConaughey 

Mette Djokovich 

Native American Toys for Tots  
Program 

 
Nell Madigan 

 
Pala Band of Mission Indians 

 
Patagonia 

Pechanga Resort & Casino 

Pershing Yeahquo 

Pete Tagni 

 

 

Phil & Joan Stevens                                                                                                              

Pierce College Pre Vet 

Roger & Sheryl Duke 

Salvation Army—Del Oro Division 

San Diego Coaster Company 

San Manuel Band of                   
Mission Indians 

San Pasqual Band of                    
Mission Indians 

Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 

Sherwood Valley Rancheria 

Sons of the American Legion,      
Post 291 

Southern California Edison 

Susan Fitzsimons 

Tamara Powlas 

Telepayroll, Inc. 

Tim O’Malley 

Tom Bogdan 

Union Bank Foundation 

Weingart Foundation 

Westminster Yarn Spinner 

 

A Big Thank You To Our Recent Supporters 



 8 

 

  

Walking Shield,  Inc.  

Walking Shield, Inc. 
22541 Aspan St. # E 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 

Phone: (949) 639-0472     Fax: (949) 639-0474    info@walkingshield.org     www.walkingshield.org 

Non-Profit  

U.S. Postage Paid 

Lake Forest, CA 

Permit No. 102 Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we depend on support from people like you. Your donations are 
greatly appreciated and are tax  deductible. Visit our “Get Involved” page on www.walkingshield.org or 
contact us at (949) 639-0472 to learn more about volunteering and giving opportunities including our 
Planned Giving Program. You can also join us on www.facebook.com/WalkingShield.  

Your Involvement Makes Our Mission Possible  

Follow us on: 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WalkingShield 

https://twitter.com/walking_shield 

https://instagram.com/walking_shield 

Thank  you for your CFC pledge to            

Walking Shield, Inc  

CFC # 82455  


