
   

 

 

Holiday Gift Distribution Program 2016  

 

Contact us to receive information on how you 

can contribute to this wonderful cause.            

We are accepting toys and donations  

Call 949-639-0472 or visit: 

walkingshield.org 

FALL/WINTER 2016 
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Upcoming Events  

Walking Shield, Inc.  

7th Annual Charity Golf Tournament 

June 26, 2017 

Barona Creek Golf Club, Lakeside CA 

10:00am Shotgun Start 

We cordially invite you to attend or sponsor our 7th Annual Golf                

Tournament that will be held at Barona Creek Golf Club. All proceeds benefit 

the American Indian Scholarship and Education Program  

There are many ways to become involved: 

Golf ♦ Sponsor ♦ Donate merchandise for prizes and drawings ♦ Join us for lunch 

Make a tax-deductable donation directly to Walking Shield, Inc.  

Our efforts to provide toys and humanitarian aid to American 

Indian families across the United States are on their way. Join 

our yearly campaign that brightens the lives of thousands of 

children and their families as they receive gifts and donations 

for the holidays. Much of the work that we do is made possible 

through your support and the Holiday Gift Program is one of 

the opportunities for your direct involvement.  



   

 

walkingshield.org    2    

Thank you for a wonderful   

1986– 2016 
Walking Shield would like to thank everyone that has supported our mission over the past         
30 years.  Our mission of improving the lives of American Indian families continues to be        
possible through your generous donations and support. 
 

Thirty years of service is a milestone that we would like to celebrate with our Walking Shield   
extended family.  In this issue, we highlight our agency’s evolution from a non-profit                 
organization that mobilized resources in times of need to one that has established a track        
record of helping American Indian communities throughout the United States. 

 

We welcome your contributions to this mission and encourage you to participate in the various 
activities we hold year-round that support our American Indian communities.  You will also read 
highlights of past events such as Walking Shield’s yearly golf tournament (page 3) and a list of 
activities taking place this fall and winter (2016) in which the whole family can participate.  
 

Our Educational Support and Scholarship Program has faced various challenges this year         
that have created a unique opportunity for your direct involvement (page 5).  Help us fund           
Walking Shield’s education efforts that make it possible for American Indian students to      
graduate from college.  
 

Our Holiday Gift Program featured in this issue is an event that the entire family can participate 
and we welcome your involvement with open arms.  

 

Respectfully yours, 

John Castillo 
John Castillo, Ph.D. 

Executive Director  

 

Walking Shield’s 
newsletter is now 
available online at 

walkingshield.org 



   

 

This has become a tradition for a group of friends. It’s always a 

good time– nice course, well organized and good prizes, and it is 

always nice to hear from some of the students that are helped from 

this tournament. Look forward to it each year. 

       

    Best regards,  

       

    Louis Salgado (Golfer)  
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2016 Golf Tournament Highlights 

 

 

 

 

Cleveland Golf 

Coca Cola 

De La Fuente Cadillac 

DJ Gonzo 

Disneyland Resort 

Marla & Walter Frey 

In-N-Out Burger 

Jesse James Management 

JobAps 

Santa Rosa  
Band of Cahuilla Indians 

 

Sons of the American Legion,  
Squadron 291 

Pete Tagni 

TelePayroll 
Stephens, Reidinger  

& Beller, LLP 

USS Midway Museum 

Becca Vargas 

Gary Wasoski  

Angels Baseball 

Aquarium of the Pacific  

Autry Museum 

Belmont Park 

Karah Banegas 

Robert & Dawn Banegas 

Buena Vista Rancheria/ 

Jesse Flyingcloud Pope Foundation 

Casino Pauma 

The Cellar 

Thank You to Our  

Generous Sponsors and Donors 

Eagle Sponsor: 
Barona Band of Mission Indians 

Southern California Edison 

Sage Sponsors: 
Pala Band of Mission Indians 

Pechanga Resort & Casino 

Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians 

Southern California Tribal Chairmen's  

Association 

 Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians  

Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation 

“This is golf and charity done right all at once. So many    

wonderful people and so many organizations working together 

to help our Native Americans. The golf side of this experience 

is one to be remembered, from the meticulously groomed 

course, the excellent service and set up, right down to the  

Indian Fry Bread Tacos at the turn. I highly recommend that  

if you enjoy the game of golf, and appreciate the hard work 

and effort that goes into a great fundraiser, then you should be 

at the next  Annual Benefit at Barona with the Walking Shield 

Organization.”                                       

         Walter Frey (Golfer) 

“As liaison for Sons of the American Legion Squadron 291, I get 

the privilege of assisting in and golfing in the Annual Golf Tourney.  

It is always inspiring to see how the community comes together and 

assists Walking Shield in their scholarship work.  Walking Shield is 

impressive with the show they put on at beautiful Barona Creek.  

Squadron 291 is supportive of Waking Shield not only for their  

Indian Nation community work, but in particular for their          

generosity throughout the year to the active duty soldiers and    

their families at our local military bases… actually every base from 

San Diego to Vandenberg over the last several years.  Thank you 

Walking Shield, you have a remarkably dedicated crew… you’re the 

best!”                                                               Dan Swett  

                                   (Sponsor & Golfer) 

 

Knott’s Berry Farm 

Morongo Casino -Resort -Spa 

Matthew McConaughey  

Oakley 

Orange County Fairgrounds 

Linda Rose 

Lani Russo 

San Diego Zoo/Safari Park  

Golfsmith  

Other Supporters: 
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Operation Walking Shield  

Walking Shield’s infrastructure and healthcare support efforts started off as an emergency 

relief call for action.  The Rosebud Sioux Tribe in South Dakota and the Miccosukee Tribe in 

Florida experienced natural disasters in the late 1980s that greatly affected their population. 

Phil Stevens, founder of Walking Shield, responded to this call to action and coordinated a 

military-civil initiative to deliver humanitarian aid and infrastructure efforts to those in need.  

 

The success of this operation opened the door for continued collaboration between Walking 

Shield and the Department of  Defense that has coordinated military deployments to         

reservations in need of infrastructure and healthcare support since 

the mid nineties. The Department of Defense’s Innovative    

Readiness Training (IRT) arranged deployments to addressed 

healthcare needs of several American Indian reservations this year:  California (Round Valley, 

Hoopa Valley, Santa Ynez), Montana (Fort Belknap, Fort Peck, Northern Cheyenne),          

Minnesota (Leech Lake – Cass Lake), and South Dakota (Crow Creek – Fort Thompson). 

Walking Shield’s technical assistance support have made it possible for reservations nationwide 

to access much needed healthcare and infrastructure support.  

 

Infrastructure and Healthcare: 

Housing Relocation Project:  

Walking Shield’s housing relocation project became a part of Operation Walking Shield as a result 

of the longstanding relationship with the Department of Defense.  Walking Shield’s funder Phil 

Stevens, having witnessed deplorable housing conditions in several of our nations reservations, an 

issue that continues to affect American Indian communities to this day,     arranged for military 

housing intended to be demolished to be relocated to reservations in need.  The relocation of these 

houses allowed American Indian families to meet their basic need of adequate housing.            

Substandard housing in our nation’s American Indian reservations continues to be a major issue, one which Walking Shield 

works to improve by coordinating the transfer or military housing to American Indian Reservations.  
 

This year more than 100 houses from Fort Riley in Kansas have become available to American Indian reservations. The 

Housing Authority of the Kickapoo Tribe, with assistance from Walking Shield, has explored accessing several homes. The 

Leech Lake reservation is another possible beneficiary. Improving the housing conditions through the housing relocation 

program aligns with our mission to improve the lives American Indian families.  

The partnership that began in 1996 between Walking Shield and OneSight has provided over 33,000 eye exams and        

distributed more than 27,000 eye glasses to children and adults with financial needs. The number of OneSight clinic       

deployments to reservations has increased to three per year.  This means that more children and adults in rural areas are    

being reached and provided the benefit of sight. We would like to thank OneSight for the support of  American Indian   

communities and look forward to increasing our efforts to help our Indian Country.  

 

OneSight’s clinic deployment to White Earth Reservation in Montana provided eye exams and glasses to 1,934 children and 

adults, 70% of whom needed glasses. Walking Shield and OneSight are currently coordinating clinics to Turtle Mountain 

and Spirit Lake in North Dakota for 2017, and a third location is still in the works. 

 

 

OneSight Vision Program  
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Education Program 

“My name is Skylee Escobedo. I am currently a senior at Cal State University 

Long Beach. Since my freshman year, Walking Shield’s scholarship program 

has helped me tremendously on my educational journey. With the help of 
Walking Shield’s scholarship funding I have been able to purchase a new lap-

top for my studies, cover college costs such as my books, in-class materials, 
and parking passes, and most importantly study abroad. I wouldn’t have been 

able to accomplish all that I have during my college experience without 

Walking Shield’s scholarship program and the help that those working for the 
program have provided me with since I began college. Studying abroad will 

definitely be my greatest memory looking back on my college years. It was 

always a dream of mine and Walking Shield’s scholarship program made it a 
reality. Now I am in my last year of college and so close to reaching my dream 

of graduating. It is incredibly important that I be granted a scholarship this 
year so that I can have a means to cover my college costs including fees for the 

Honor’s Society, Alumni Association, and graduation. Not only is graduating 

extremely important to me but graduating from Cal State University Long 
Beach is even more important to me because it is where my grandpa and mom 

graduated from, as well. With additional help from Walking Shield I hope to 

be able to have the final year in college that always dreamed of and graduate 

with a little less stress on my shoulders.”                                                   

Educational achievement has been at the center of Walking Shield’s mission since its inception. When our 

agency first opened its doors, the need to address educational attainment became a focal point of our efforts. The 

effort to provide books and school supplies to reservations that lacked the most minimal resources, has evolved 

to an Educational Support Program that assists American Indian students to attain a college degree. Sixteen 

American Indian students graduated this past June and 17 are on track to graduate in June 2017, a success that is 

celebrated by Walking Shield as a step toward improving the lives of American Indian communities.  

 

The change in funding strategy from one our biggest supporters, no longer able to provide support in as large a 

scale, has created an opportunity for community members and organizations to become directly involved in 

funding our Educational Support Program. We welcome your generous support and hope you participate in our 

fundraising events held throughout the year.   

Holiday Gift Program 
Similar to the Education Support Program, the Holiday Gift Program and Humanitarian Relief 

Initiatives started as a result of Phil Stevens’ involvement with American Indian families and their 

need for even the most basic necessities. Witnessing the hardships that some families encounter as 

they strive to meet their basic needs, our Holiday Gift Program provides relief and joy to families 

that have to make the difficult to decision to forgo a holiday gift over meeting their needs. With 

the support from the community and funders such as Native American Toys for Tots and Hasbro 

we have been able to provide over 40,000 brand new toys and other items for American Indian 

children that live in poverty-stricken communities each holiday season. Needed Items: 

 Personal Hygiene 

 New shoes and socks 

 Toys 

 New winter clothes        
                   

Skylee Escobedo 
Northwestern Band of 
Shoshone Indians 

Skylee in London, England  

 Blankets 

 Baby supplies 

 School supplies- Backpacks 

(scarves, hats, etc.) 



   

 

Walking Shield is pleased to introduce two new members of our team. Jorge Cortez and 

Andy Ceron have joined us as our student interns. Jorge and Andy are students at California 

State University, Long Beach Master of Social Work program. Both young men are in their 

final year of the program and are currently working with us to expand the work we do with 

American Indian families. Their experience in the human services field ranges from working 

with the Department of Children and Family Services to working with older adults. We are 

excited to help them reach their educational goals over the next several months and we    

believe the feeling is mutual, as they nicely stated: 
“We have the pleasure of working with John Castillo and the wonderful staff at Walking 

Shield. We look forward to contributing to Walking Shield's mission to improve the lives of 

American Indian families and are enjoying the learning opportunities that have been provided 

to us.”  
In their free time, Andy enjoys playing the guitar and working out. Jorge likes jogging and 

spending quality time with friends and family. 

 

Please join us by giving Jorge and Andy a very warm welcome to Walking Shield!  

John Castillo Ph.D., MSW 

John has been at Walking Shield, Inc. since 1999. John has been dedicated to improving the 

life of American Indians by ensuring that every Walking Shield program runs effectively to 

meet the needs of the tribes. Second to his dedication to Walking Shield is his chili pepper 

garden, of which he has 30 different kinds of chilies. John has won two blue ribbon awards at 

the Orange County Fair for his peppers. Eventually he dries and grinds the peppers to make 

seasoning.    John was born on which day:  (answer at the bottom) 

                      a.) President’s Day 

                      b.) New Years Day 

                      c.) Valentine’s Day 

        Lynda  Estrella, M.A. (Yaqui) 

As Walking Shield’s Education Program    

Manager, Lynda Estrella, an enrolled member 

of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe, is responsible for the 

American Indian Access Scholarship Program, 

the Harvard eLearning Program and all other 

aspects relating to our students. While playing 

an essential role to the success of Walking 

Shield’s Education Program, she also owns a 

consulting business, “Native Empowerment 

Consultants, specializing in Native Student  

Success Services.  Fun Fact:  Lynda has spe-

cialized in custom cakes for the last 30 years. 
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Meet our wonderful staff  

Welcome our interns 

                                                      Marvin Thurman 

Marvin is the Operation Walking Shield Program Manager as well as manages Walking 

Shield’s Housing Relocation Program. Besides Marvin being instrumental to Walking Shield’s 

success in establishing healthcare and housing for much American Indian reservation, he also 

has some hidden talents. Marvin holds a place in the Hall of Fame at Chapman University for 

basketball, played in the rookie camp for the Los Angeles Lakers and the Milwaukee Bucks, 

and is a talented trumpet, french horn, and E flat mellophone player. 

Andy Ceron/Jorge Cortez John: c 

Lisa: c 

Lisa Moncayo 

Lisa is Walking Shield’s Education Program Assistant.  She works closely with 

Lynda and our students on the scholarship application process and renewal  

process.  Lisa also helps support our Humanitarian Aid Program and serves as 

Administrative Assistant for the entire office. 

When Lisa isn’t working at Walking Shield, she takes on these specialties:   

Special Needs Student Advocate- Assistance with IEP preparation and program 

placement; Party/Special Events Planner- Birthday parties, 

weddings, baby showers,  funeral receptions, church events; 

Voice Over Artist - Voicemail scripts, church announcements; 

Activities Director/Chaperone - Small group at risk teens 

Lisa worked at which theme park for 27 fun years? (answer 

at the bottom) 
a.) Disneyland 

b.) Six Flags Magic Mountain 

c.)  Knott’s Berry Farm 

Marvin/John 

Lisa/Lynda 

        Walking Shield Staff 

   John, Lisa, Lynda & Marvin 
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Thank you to our sponsors... 
California Community Foundation 

Alyce Thomas 

Barbara (Robin) Snagg 

Boeing Employee Individual Giving 

Program 

Carroll R. Smith 

Carter’s Clothing of Antioch 

Carter’s Clothing of Tracy  

Combined Federal Campaign of 

Greater So Cal 

Common Ground  

Interfaith Spiritual Center 

 

Crazy 8 of Mission Viejo 

Dorothy Corriveau 

Dr. Gary Cromwell 

Dr. Javier Davila 

Gymboree of Laguna Hills 

Hasbro 

Huntington Landmark Toymakers Club 

Janie and Jack of Mission Viejo 

Gymboree of Mission Viejo 

Son’s of the American Legion, 

Squadron 291 

Jon Cohn 

Karen Bednorz – In memory of  

Scott Collins, Garret & Nelson Bednorz  

 

Lawrence Matranga 

Lianne Oakes 

Linda Collins – In memory of              

Scott Collins 

Malinda Pennoyer Chouinard 

Madeline Rae Jensen 

Mette Djokovich 

Native American  

Toys for Tots Program 

 

Nell Madigan 

Pala Band of Mission Indians 

Patagonia 

Pershing Yeahquo 

Pete Tagni 

Leroy & Shirley Miller 

Lisa & Christopher Rubio 

Alexandra & Gabriel Gholson 

Combined Federal Campaign  

Monterey & Santa Cruz Counties 

Phil & Joan Stevens                                                                                                              

Roger & Sheryl Duke 

Salvation Army—Del Oro Division 

San Manuel Band of  Mission Indians 

Sherwood Valley Rancheria 

Susan Fitzsimons 

Tamara Powlas 

Tim O’Malley 

Tom Bogdan 

Union Bank Foundation 

Weingart Foundation 

Westminster Yarn Spinners 

Robert L. Savanich 

Marguerite Casey Foundation 

Milken Family Foundation 

Marine Sheet Metal Works 

Robin Morsk 

Eugene Madrigal 

Streamline Painting 

Joy & Luke Franck 

 

The Baltoro Trust 

If you are interested in the many ways you can contribute to  

Walking Shield, Inc. please contact us at  

Phone: 949. 639.0472 Fax: 949.639.0474  

info@walkingshield.org        www.walkingshield.org  

http://www.walkingshield.org


   

 

Walking Shield,  Inc.  
 

Walking Shield, Inc. 

22541 Aspan St. # E 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 

Return Service Requested 

Thank  you for your CFC pledge to            
Walking Shield, Inc  

CFC # 82455  

Your Involvement  Makes Our Miss ion Possible  

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we depend on support from people like you. Your donations are 
greatly appreciated and are tax  deductible. Visit our “Get Involved” page on walkingshield.org or     
contact us at (949) 639-0472 to learn more about volunteering and giving opportunities including our 
Planned Giving Program.  You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

Non-Profit  

U.S. Postage Paid 

Lake Forest, CA 

Permit No. 102 

 

Follow us on: 
 

 
 
 

 
facebook.com/WalkingShield 
twitter.com/walking_shield 

instagram.com/walking_shield 
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Phone: 949. 639.0472    Fax: 949.639.0474  info@walkingshield.org        walkingshield.org  
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