
Sewer Sisters Minutes  
September 12, 2020 Meeting 

 
Many thanks to Mary Gentry for hosting today's meeting, and for having an available 
rhododendron for a pruning demonstration!  Delicious treats were provided by Mary, Kim 
Phillips, Judy Witt and Nancy Brown. About a dozen people braved the smoky air to attend this 
very informative meeting. 
 
 
Local Student interested in doing yard work 
A reminder was given that Katrina Telnack, Jennifer and Lee’s daughter  is available for hire for 
yard work.  She is a high school student and a local Boston Harbor resident who can help with a 
variety of yard chores.  She can be reached at 360-528-7848. 
 
Olympia Solar Hummingbird Project 
Mary gave a short talk about the Olympia Solar Hummingbird Project.  This is a community 
solar project at the Hands On Children’s Museum where  people can purchase solar panels as a 
contribution to the museum’s project, and then receive a yearly rebate.    
 
Olympia Community Solar, The Hands On Children’s Museum, and A&R Solar are excited to 
present the Hummingbird Project, a 100 kW community solar array atop the Hands on 
Children's Museum. The project will feature 297 solar panels, online production tracking that 
shows how much energy the system is generating, and an educational display for the museum 
visitors! Read more about the project including comments from Mayor Selby in The Olympian. 

Hummingbird will bring long-term energy cost savings to the Museum, significantly reduce 
pollution, and provide educational opportunities for all ages and demographics!  

Ownership of the project is publicly available in $300 solar units. Each solar unit represents ⅓ of 
a solar panel and there are 800 units in total. Participants receive an annual check for their solar 
unit’s energy generation, or choose to donate the unit's benefits to a local nonprofit. Thirteen 
non-profits including the Thurston County Food Bank, CIELO, Capitol Land Trust, and GRuB 
are eligible for solar donations. Visit Olympia Community Solar’s webpage to sign up or donate.  

This is a great way for people who believe in solar energy but aren’t able to install solar on their 
own dwelling, either because they are renters, have too many trees and not enough sun 
exposure, or simply can’t afford the installation. Anyone who is interested should know that to 
date, they have sold about 2/3 of the panels and hope to have all of them sold in the very near 
future as the panels are set to be installed in November. For a wonderfully illustrated version of 
the African Folk Tale that gave the project its name, go to You Tube  - I Will Be A Hummingbird.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Pruning presentation by Emily Roberts, owner of Diversitree, Arbor Care 
 
The focus was on pruning, and Emily demonstrated her technique on a mature 
rhododendron.  Emily gave a thorough and informative presentation on the science and 
rationale for careful and deliberate pruning.  
 
Pruning goals: sunlight availability and air flow throughout the structure of a plant, the shape of 
the plant for the space, and the natural growth form specific to the plant that you are pruning. 
 
Favorite tools:  quality steel 
   Stihl hand pruners 
   Felco hand pruners 
   Silky Japanese handsaw ( 'Tsurugy 200’  is what she was using today) 
   ARS lopers 
   ARS long reach pruner 
 
Cleaning tools between pruning jobs is very important in order to prevent the spread of disease 
from one plant to another.  Rubbing alcohol or Lysol spray are both suitable cleaners and can 
simply be sprayed on the open blades. 
 
A well known and recommended book is by author Cass Turnbull, Guide to Pruning.    “Pruning 
is a series of decisions you make in the future”. 
 
Many details were presented on appropriate cutting when pruning, and to have a ‘pruning 
budget’ for each plant.  A pruning budget is how much of the plant you can remove and still 
maintain pla health.  For most plants this is about 25% of the live canopy.  This amount will vary 
depending on the species. 
 
Emily continued her presentation, discussing the best season for pruning depending on the 
plant, on plant care, and why to hire an arborist.  There are so many good reasons to hire an 
arborist!!!  (Especially as you learn what you don’t know about pruning…) 
  
Emily is available for a variety of tree services and her phone number is 360-999-0922,   Email 
emily@diveristreellc.com    website:  www.diversitsreellc.com 
 
Emily provided her business card and several handouts which are included as a PDF 
attachment to the email which contains these minutes. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by Lasha Steinweg  
 

 
 


