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Roadrunner News
Newsletter of the Long Beach Cactus Club
Founded 1933; Affiliate of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America, Inc.
MEETING PROGRAM: Sean Dean Gildenhuys on the genus Haworthiopsis
Born in October 1983 (Pretoria) and grew up in the town Mbombela (previously Nelspruit),
situated in the north-eastern part of the country. It is here in my childhood that I developed a
keen interest in plants and nature as a whole. In 2002 I returned to Pretoria where I studied
horticulture and got my degree. I have been involved with the Succulent Society of South
Africa and has been involved with Gariep Plants and Kambroo Plants nurseries for the past 14
years. I have a wide interest in plants ranging from succulents to tropical plants, but grow
mainly succulent plants for the local and export market. Botanically I am interested in
members of the Aloaceae family and has given several presentations on the subject in South
Africa, the United Kingdom and Germany. I have also published several articles these plants
and other succulent plants topics.
TIME: Sunday, February 2nd, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. To 12:30 p.m. Please arrive at least half
an hour early to set up Plants of the Month, buy plants from our vendors, ask questions
regarding your plants, or socialize.
LOCATION: Rancho Los Alamitos, 6400 Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach, CA. The Rancho is in
a gated community, the entrance of which is at the south end of Palo Verde Ave. Tell the guard at the gate that you’re going
to the Cactus Club meeting. The meeting will take place downstairs in the Rancho Center’s bullpen room.
REFRESHMENTS: We follow the alphabet to determine who is to bring snacks and finger foods. This month, those with
last names starting with the letter M are asked to bring goodies. Please feel free to bring something even if you don’t fall
into this group.
PLANTs-OF-THE-MONTH:
Cactus: Echinocereus

Succulent: Aloe

FREE PLANTS: A selection of plants are given away each month, one each to first time visitors, new members, and
members who have a birthday that month. The rest are raffled off to attending members.
Members are encouraged to donate any plants they would like to pass along and bring any others they would like to sell.

Long Beach Cactus Club 2020 Meeting Schedule
Feb. 2 Sean Gildenhuys: Aloes, Haworthias or Gasterias
Mar. 1 Woody Minnich: Cactus & Succulent Conservation Around the World
Apr. 5 Buck Hemenway: Succulent Video of South Africa

LBCC Desert Campout in the Anza Borrego Desert
March 6-8, 2020

Spring is the perfect time to visit the desert. Come join us for a campout in the Anza Borrego Desert, which is in
the Colorado Desert section of the Sonoran Desert. Bring your own food and camping supplies for a great
weekend in the desert. We will camp on the McNair property next to Anza Borrego State Park. Water and a
bathroom are available there. We can accommodate tents, small trailers or vehicle camping. It is approximately
a 3 ½ hour drive from Long Beach.
Here are some plants that we will be sure to see: Cylindropuntia bigelovii, C. acanthocarpa, Mammillaria dioca,
Ferocactus cylindraceus, Opuntia basilaris, Fouquieria splendens and Agave deserti. We may also see some
wildflowers. The days will be in the 70-80’s and the night in the 50-60’s. During the day, we will check out the
desert and in the evening we will have a potluck dinner and camp fire.
Those signing up will receive more detailed information on what to bring and driving directions.

To sign up, email:

kathymcnair@dslextreme.com

LBCC PLANT-OF-THE-MONTHS RULES
At the April, 2003 meeting, the following rules were adopted for the Plant-of the-Month (POM) competition:
 A maximum of three plants may be entered in each category (cactus and succulent).
 There will be three classes for entrants: advanced (blue tag), intermediate (pink tag) and beginner (yellow tag).
 Advanced and intermediate entrants must have had the plant in their possession for at least six months, beginners
for three months.
 Entrants will receive 8 points for first place, 6 points for second place, 4 points for third place, 2 points for
show/honorable mention (HM) and 1 point for showing a plant that does not place.
 At the discretion of the judges there may be up to three third places in a category. If plants are not deemed to be of
sufficient quality, no third place will be awarded.
 For an entrant to receive points, the entry tags must be collected by the person in charge of record keeping for
POM.
 At the annual Christmas party, award plants will be presented to the ten highest cumulative point holders regardless
of class.
2020 LBCC PLANTS-OF-THE-MONTH
MONTH
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

CACTI
Echinocereus
Echinocactus & Ferocactus
Thelocactus & Stenocactus
Neoporteria & Neochilensia
Rebutia & Sulcorebutia
Favorites (3)
Lobivia & Echinopsis
Coryphantha & Escobaria
Notocactus & Parodia
Miniatures (pots under 3”)
HOLIDAY PARTY, POM AWARDS

SUCCULENTS
Aloe
Kalachoe
Echeveria
Caudiciform Euphorbia
Pachypodium
Favorites (3)
Lithops & Conophytum
Bromeliaciae
Cotyledon & Tylecodon
Miniatures (pots under 3”)
Plants of the Years

2020 POM STANDINGS
Advanced
Russel Ray
Jim Hanna
Gary James

18
16
6

Intermediate
Amy Angulo
22
Kathy McNair
22
Richard Salcedo
16
Mike Martin
13
Andrew Lander
7
Annie Morgan
1

Beginner
Tom Wang
Alan Ronn
Sony Bantad
Angela Clubb
Tanisha Herr
Henry Angulo
Gretchen Lewinsky
Coni Nettles
Kelly Eddy
Jim Tanner
Blake Dempsey
James Lemos
Josephine Balboa
Chris Bucka
Lemono Lott
Crystal Eckman
Tim Jones
Judy Leong
Katrina Mosher
The Prestons
Kyle Shirada
MargotTamb

15
11
9
8
8
7
6
6
4
4
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Remembering Hank Warzybok

Hank's final message to the Club as President, from the November 2004 Roadrunner

Hank with Scott Bunnell

LBCC President James Lemos's award winning Euphorbia platyclada, which he got from Hank

I have known Hank for nearly 40 years. We were both members of the Long Beach and Orange Coujnty Cactus Clubs for
nearly that long. In addition we also belonged to a local outdoor camping and hiking group and enjoyed years of
backpacking, camping and 4-wheel driving all over the western U.S. Hank especially enjoyed Death Valley and led
numerous trips there for our group He was a frequent participant in the annual trips I have been organizing to Baja
California to see the whales and incredible plants that grow there.
Hank always carried a digital camera and took lots of interesting photos which he would print up after we got back home
and send copies to various people who were with us on the trips. I will miss him and his wonderful sense of humor. He
was always a great travel companion. – Gary James

I was lucky enough to attend two sales at Hank's house. I was amazed by the landscaping in his front & back yard. His
energy and witty demeanor were amazing. Some of my most prized plants came from Hank. My gorgeous blue Pilocereus
that I’ve named Mr. Blue is one of them. Others include a beautifully stressed Aloe cameronii, a Myrtillocactus cochairs
that blooms constantly, a Parodia magnifica & a Myrtillocactus geometrizans. I cherish these plants and will miss Hanks
joyfulness at our meetings. – Christine Isham

I'm really going to miss Hank and his humor. I couldn't help but have a good time while in his presence. He had so much
knowledge to share.
He was smart, funny, witty, and very generous. I'm so glad I had the privilege of knowing him.
Plants pictured are from my first time at one of Hank's backyard sales. – Tanisha Herr

I started going to plant sales at Hank's home long before I joined the club. I've purchased so many from him, but this is my
favorite. – Jean Dare

I was so sad to hear of Hank’s passing. I remember showing a friend
Hank’s front yard. As I was pointing out the various plants, Hank
came out to talk to us about them and brought us into his backyard
to see the rest of his collection. He was so sweet.
The photo is me with my haul from one of his plant sales. – Annette
Hadjimarkos

Jim Tanner, John Lawrence, Hank Warzybok, Roger Claassen, and Woody Minnich
'The Beards'
December 6, 2015 Fullerton Arboretum Cactus Sale

I joined the Facebook group through a friend in the Club. This was about four
or five months before Hank's passing, and two or three weeks before Hank's
passing I actually met and introduced myself as a Facebook group member
from Long Beach. I wanted to buy something as we visited the park that day
with our three grandchildren and saw the sale accidentally! I really liked the
guy right off I saw him eyeballing my Navy Fouled Anchor & Shark gold
pendant I were all the time. So I purchased this deadly cacti from him, and it
will be here and with Hank as it’s name this cacti will protect one window of
our home. Hank I thought was a stand up guy and I was proud to meet him
and only found out recently he was Navy. Go figure. Hank, thank you for
your service and being a great man. – Patrick Moore

The Succulent Bliss
by Krystoff Przykucki, LBCC ex-President

Hank Warzybok
LBCC Lifetime Member: from 1992 until his death in December 2019.
Focus: cacti, euphorbias, aloes.
Trivia: Hank was LBCC President for 11 years.
Although I had the privilege of photographing Hank & his plants many times over the years, all the photos here were taken
at his home only 25 days before his death.

Cereus hankeanus, must’ve obviously been named in Hank’s honor, don’t you
think? He may have liked my scientific explanation, too, since he offered me
a cutting. Unfortunately, my cactus does not look as blue as his.

Oreocereus doelzianus--the Peruvian Andes endemic--another of
Hank’s cacti that I was fortunate to get a cutting.

Here, Hank is holding a tiny flower of his hanging plant:
Cynanchum marnierianum, native to the SW Madagascar. Hank
was always curious
about plants, big and
small, rare or
common; they were
all of interest to him.
He was kind enough
to donate a number of
his own grown plants
to his friends,
including me.

Neither Hank nor I could quite figure out what kind of Espostoa this was. We argued and argued but to no avail.

Denmoza rhodacantha--the Mendoza endemic from the Argentinian Andes--may have been growing in Hank’s garden for 2
decades.

Hank was my mentor and my friend. And he inspired me to expand my own succulent collection, to which he contributed
generously. Some of my oldest plants are in fact from Hank! And he influenced me to take on the responsibility of the
LBCC President; but unlike him, however, I did not have to stay in that position for so long. In return, I may have been one
of the few in his cricle of friends that knew how to properly pronounce his Polish last name (Va-zhi-bok). And since he may
have also been the only member still NOT connected to the Internet, I sometimes ended up printing LBCC newsletters for
him too.

How Do I Take Care of It?
by Russel Ray
I got a lot of comments and questions about my Mammillaria parkinsonii (Picture 1) at the January 5th
meeting of the Long Beach Cactus Club. It took first place cactus in the advanced category and was the
largest cactus in the room, so it was noticeable.

Pic. 1
The most popular question was, “How do you take care of it?” The answer to that question is the purpose of
this article. Before I go further, though, I want to quote something Gunnar Eisel, General Manager of the
Cactus & Succulent Society of America, said at the May 2019 meeting of the Palomar Cactus & Succulent
Society in Escondido, California:
There are many thousands of plant species and many millions of us growing
them, but we will never agree on the best way to do that.
When I got this plant, it was in the square, rubber container shown in Picture 2. However, it was just the
four-headed clump seen at lower center.

Pic. 2
I almost did not buy it because I just don’t like it when nurseries
put small plants in huge containers, basically selling a huge
amount of soil instead of a huge plant.
I had been growing it in that container for three years when
I exhibited it at the 2018 Winter Show of the Palomar Cactus &
Succulent Society in Escondido, where it was awarded a first
place ribbon in its class and a Judge’s Choice ribbon. Both
judges, however, commented on the container, noting that it was
a common nursery container and was faded and stained, which
you can see in Picture 2.
I wanted to repot it but I wanted it in a square ceramic or
concrete container; I could not find one at a reasonable price.
After the judges’ comments, I decided to repot it in a round,
fiberglass container, as seen in Picture 1.
As to how I care for it, I do things a little differently. I refer you
again to Gunnar Eisel’s previous comment.
First, whenever I take plants of any species out of their nursery
containers (Picture 3), I summarily chop off 50 to 75 percent of
their roots (Picture 4). I shake all the dirt off the remaining
roots and spread them out (Picture 5).

Pic. 3

Pic. 4

Pic. 5
As to the container that I plant it in, all of my smaller containers are in locations protected from rain,
neighboring sprinklers spraying over the fence, and children having water balloon fights and slip slidin’
away. In other words, if I control the watering 100%, I plug any drainage holes in the container. You read
that right. I have been doing that since January 1, 1974, and there is a reason why I know the exact date.
During my first semester at Texas A&M University in Fall 1973, I had my own apartment. Texas A&M
class years are a matter of pride and competition, and I was Class of ’77. Thus, I had 77 potted plants in
my green-and-gold, shag-carpeted apartment. They had drainage holes and saucers. Most people are
taught to water their plants until water drains out of the drainage hole, and that’s exactly what I did. I
tended to water plants before leaving for classes but never sticking around to check on water draining.

Although I had a lot of plants, I was lonely, so I found three roommates and moved into a 2 BR/2 BATH
apartment. I did not get my deposit back from the old apartment, and I even got a bill for $700 to replace
the carpet because there were 77 circular, stained, and rotted sections in the carpet.
When I moved into my new apartment on January 1, 1974, I vowed to plug all the drainage holes and water
more sparingly. The only difference I noticed was that my plants didn’t grow as fast. They still bloomed,
but I did not have to repot them every 6-12 months, something I got addicted to.
So it should be obvious that I don’t over-water my potted plants, especially cacti & succulents. I mean,
after all, they are cacti & succulents. They don’t need a lot of water to begin with, as long as you can accept
them not growing extraordinarily fast and not needing repotting every year or so.
I do water my plants in a controlled fashion. The small pots get anywhere from a teaspoon to a tablespoon
of water every Monday at the front of the pot. Then I rotate the pot ninety degrees. The following Monday
I water again at the front of the pot, again rotating the pot ninety degrees. Repeat two more times. So
every four weeks, all sides of the plant get watered and all sides of the plant get an equal amount of light
(Figures 1-4).

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4
This Mammillaria parkinsonii gets a half cup of water every week. It sits on the southwest, sunny side of
the house where it gets about 14½ hours of sun on June 21 and about 8½ hours of sun on December 21.
I’m considering planting this in the ground on the south side (6-10 hours of sun per day) but it’s so happy in
its new, round container that I don’t know if I want to put it through any kind of transplant shock. I’m also
considering leaving it in the container but moving it to south side, whereby I would need to drill at least
one hole in it. I should also note that the south side of the house has no protection from any weather, so if
it had been out there for all of 2019, it would have gotten 70.3 inches of rain. I don’t know if 2019 was an
anomaly here in the East San Diego County Boondocks at 682 feet elevation, and that’s my main concern
about moving it or planting it in the ground. Can it take that kind of rain?

This Month in LBCC History
By Scott Bunnell
Fifteen years ago this month our club met at another historical location the Dominguez Rancho Adobe. At the time we met
in the cafeteria where the retired priests who live on the property eat their meals. In later years we moved to a refurbished
outbuilding on the property. We met in that building until we moved to our current meeting location at the Rancho Los
Alamitos Historic Ranch and Gardens.
Our February 2005 speaker was Karen Ostler. She gave a hands on demo on potting and staging for shows from a judge's
perspective. Karen is still very active in the cactus community in southern California and I'm sure some of our members
know her. You can watch her updated talk on potting and staging or maybe another subject at some of the local shows this
year.
The Plant Of the Month in February 2005 for cactus was the same as this month - Echinocereus with the succulent being the
increasingly popular Dudleya.
Gary Duke was in his second month as our new president taking over the lead position from one of our longest serving
presidents Hank Warzybok.
If worked in the club's garden – The Clarence B. Wright Memorial Desert Garden – before the meetings you would get
raffle tickets for our monthly raffle of plants, books, and other goodies. You could also buy raffle tickets for $1 each or 6
for $5. Hopefully we'll bring back the raffle soon.

CALL FOR PHOTOS
The newsletter can almost always use more pictures.
Plus, we'd like to have more membership content.
Email to the editor: landruc@gmail.com

2020 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT CALENDAR
OF UPCOMING EVENTS
FEB. 8

SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY -- SHOW & SALE
BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA INFO. 858-382-1797

MAR. 19-21

ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY -- SPRING SHOW AND SALE
THURS 19th 6pm-9pm, FRI. 20th 9-7pm, SAT. 21st 9am-5pm
1000 S. State College Bl., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA
INFORMATION CALL 657-549-0702

APR. 4-5

SOUTH COAST CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY-- SHOW & SALE
9-4PM, SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN, 26300 CRENSHAW BLVD.,
PALOS VERDES, CA INFO: http://www.southcoastcss.org

APR. 19

CONEJO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY PLANT SALE 9am TO 4pm
558 N. VENTU PARK ROAD, THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91320
INFO: www.conejocss.com OR conejocss@hotmail.com

APR. 26

HUNTINGTON PLANT SALE 10 to 5pm
HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS, 1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA.
626-405-3504

MAY 2-3

SUNSET CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE
VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER, MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 2ND 10-5,3RD 10-4
4117 OVERLAND AVE., CULVER CITY, CA. INFO. 310-822-1783

MAY 3

SOUTH BAY EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE---9am to 4pm
SOUTH COAST BONTANICAL GARDENS, INFO. 310-833-6823

MAY 8-9

GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY- SHOW AND SALE
FRI & SAT 9-4:00 pm, REDLANDS CHURCH OF NAZARENE--1307 E. CITRUS AVE.,
REDLANDS, CA INFO: 909-910-9195 or www.gatesscss.com

MAY ?

LONG BEACH CACTUS CLUB PLANT SHOW AND SALE

MAY 24-25

CENTRAL COAST CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY SALE & SHOW
MAY 24TH 10am-5pm, 25TH 10am-4pm, LUDWICK CENTER, 864 SANTA ROSA
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA – INFO. terrieleivers@gmail.com

JUNE 6-7

SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY—SUMMER SHOW & SALE
BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA INFO. 858-382-1797

JUNE 13-14

LOS ANGELES CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY- DROUGHT TOLERANT PLANT
FESTIVAL SHOW AND SALE, JUNE 13TH 9-4pm, JUNE 14th 9-3pm
SEPULVEDA GARDEN CENTER, 16633 MAGNOLIA BLVD., ENCINO, CA.
INFO. www.lacactus.com

JUNE 27-28

CSSA ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE –HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS
1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA.
PLANTS SALES START JUNE 26TH THRU JUN. 28TH 10am to 5pm
SHOW OPENS JUNE 27th THUR JUNE, 28th 10am-5pm INFO. 626-405-3504

JULY 17-18

ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SUMMER SHOW AND SALE.
FRI. JULY 17th Noon to7pm, SAT. 18TH 9-5pm
1000 S. State College Bl., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA
INFORMATION CALL 949-212-8417

AUG. 15-16

35TH ANNUAL INTERCITY SHOW AND SALE, 9am-5pm daily.
LA COUNTY ARBORETUM
301 NO. BALDWIN AVE., ARCADIA, CA.
INFO. CALL TOM GLAVICH 626-798-2430 or JOHN MARTINEZ 805-390-2139

SEPT. 5

HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS SUCCULENT SYMPOSIUM
ALL DAY AT THE HUNTINGTON 626-405-3504

SEPT. 12

LOS ANGELES CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY—FALL SALE, 9-4pm
SEPULVEDA GARDEN CENTER, 16633 MAGNOLIA BLVD., ENCINO, CA.
INFO. www.lacactus.com

SEPT. ?

LONG BEACH CACTUS CLUB ANNUAL PLANT AUCTION

OCT. 10-11

BAKERSFIELD CACTUS and SUCCULENT SOCIETY, SHOW & SALE
SAT. 10-5pm-SUN. 11-3pm,
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, 2216 17th STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93304
FREE ADDMISSION & PARKING, INFO 661-831-8488

OCT. ?

PALOMAR CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SHOW AND SALE
SAT 9-5pm, SUN 10-3pm, SAN DIEGO BOTANIC GARDEN
230 QUAIL GARDENS DRIVE, ENCINITAS, CA
INFO EventCoordinator@PalomarCactus.org

NOV. 6-8

HUNTINGTON FALL PLANT SALE, HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS
1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA INFO 626-405-3504

LBCC OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2020
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENTS

James Lemos
SECRETARY
Christopher Bucka, Tanisha Herr TREASURER

OPEN
Henry Angulo

CSSA LIAISON
VENDORS/PRIZES
MEMBERSHIP
INTER-CITY SHOW
LIBRARIAN
PHOTOGRAPHER
COMMUNICATIONS
RANCHO GARDEN CHAIR
PUBLICITY

M. A. Bjarkman
Jim Hanna
Tanisha Herr
James Lemos
Lisa Weller
Alon Ronn
Tanisha Herr
Mike Martin
Regina Fernandez

Andrew Lander
Woody Minnich
Nelson Hernandez
Christopher Bucka
Gary Duke
Amy Angulo
Henry Angulo
Gretchen Lewotsky

NEWSLETTER
PROGRAMS
HISTORIAN
MINI-SHOW
X-MAS PARTY
REFRESHMENTS
PLANT SALE
AUCTION
NEWSLETTER

IF YOU HAVE ANY STORIES, cultivation tips, information about upcoming events, photos, corrections, or news in
general about cacti and succulents that might interest our members, please send them in. Comments and suggestions are
always welcome. Remember, this is your newsletter. Physical address: Andrew Lander, 3041 Roxanne Ave., Long Beach,
CA 90808. Cyber address: landruc@gmail.com

Photo by Annette Hadjimarkos

