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The Thai Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued guidelines to test imported fresh produce for 
pesticide residues according to the Notification of the Ministry of Public Health No. 387 Re: Food 
Containing Pesticide Residues in Food.  The measures will be strictly implemented on June 15, 2020.



Thailand Implements Stringent Pesticide Residues Monitoring on Fresh Produce at 
the Port of Entry

The Thai Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued guidelines to test imported 
fresh produce for pesticide residues according to the Notification of the Ministry of 
Public Health No. 387 Re: Food Containing Pesticide Residues in Food.  The measures 
will be strictly implemented on June 15, 2020.  The following key measures will be 
implemented by the Thai FDA at the port of entry.

The Thai FDA classifies imported produce based on their risk levels into three 
classifications.

Group1: Very High Risk Group

The fresh produce and exporters that fall under the “Very High Risk Group” are listed in 
the table: List of Imported Vegetables and Fruits that Failed to Meet the Quality 
Standards Testing Fiscal Year 2020 on the Thai FDA’s Import and Export Inspection’s 
web site at http://www.fda.moph.go.th/sites/Logistics/Pages/Main.aspx.  The types of 
fresh produce and exporters’ names listed are those found to be noncompliant with the 
Notification of the Ministry of Public Health No. 387 Re: Food Containing Pesticide 
Residues in Food as per the Thai FDA’s past quarantine records.  

As of May 8, 2020, there are seven U.S. exporters of fresh cherries, grapes, apples, and 
horseradish on the list.  The pesticide residues found non-compliant are fenpropathrin for 
cherries and grapes, cyfluthrin for grapes; profenofos and endosulfan for apples; and 
methiocarb and oxamy for horseradish.

Monitoring measures at the port of entry for Category 1: Very High Risk

1. The shipment will be held and tested for only the problematic pesticide indicated in 
the table.  The Thai FDA will collect the samples given to the importers for testing at 
a government lab, a government assigned lab, or a private laboratory complying 
with ISO/IEC 17025.  The importers will be responsible for the lab testing expense. 

2. The shipment will be detained while waiting for the test results. However, the Thai 
FDA will consider whether the shipment must be kept at the port or can be moved to 
the importers’ warehouse with the importer’s signed letter of intent.  If the result is 
negative, the shipment will be released.  Otherwise, the shipment will not be allowed 
to enter the country.

http://www.fda.moph.go.th/sites/Logistics/Pages/Main.aspx


3. If the importer does not want the shipment to be tested in Thailand, a Certificate of 
Analysis (COA) issued by a government laboratory of the exporting country, a 
government assigned lab, or a private laboratory complying with ISO/IEC 17025 can 
be used. 
- A COA is required for only the problematic pesticides listed in the table for any 

noncompliant exporter with the specific products listed in the aforementioned table 
before January 24, 2020.

- A COA is required for 134 pesticide substances for any noncompliant exporter 
with the specific products listed in the aforementioned table after January 24, 2020.

Special Note: The exporters whose names are listed on the table would be delisted by 
having three consecutive shipments tested in the country and found to be compliant with 
the regulation.

Group 2: High Risk Group

The Thai FDA’s Import-Export Inspection Division has conducted a pesticide-testing 
program on fresh produce for fiscal year 2019-2020 and below is the list of fresh produce 
that often contained pesticide residues 20 percent above the standard.

Fresh fruits: cherries, oranges, strawberry, grapes, and dragon fruits
Fresh vegetables: sweet peas, celery, coriander, Chinese kale, and spinach

The above 10 product types are classified as “High Risk.”  In order to import products 
listed under this category, a Thai FDA officer at the port of entry will take a sample from 
every shipment to be tested at a government laboratory.  The Thai FDA will be 
responsible for the lab testing expense.

The shipment will not be detained and can be commercially marketed.  However, if the 
shipment is found to be noncompliant with the regulation, then the Thai FDA will place 
the importer, exporter, and type of product on a close monitoring list.  The Thai FDA will 
closely monitor those specific products from the specific exporter imported by the same 
importer for three consecutive shipments.  If the three consecutive shipments are 
compliant with the regulation, then the product from the specific importer/exporter will 
be removed from the close monitoring list.  Otherwise, the exporter name and specific 
product type will be moved up to the “Very High Risk” group. 

If the importer does not want the shipment to be tested in Thailand, the importer must 
present a Certificate of Analysis (COA) issued by a government laboratory of the 
exporting country, a government assigned lab, or a private laboratory complying 

http://www.fda.moph.go.th/sites/Logistics/Pages/Main.aspx
http://www.fda.moph.go.th/sites/Logistics/Pages/Main.aspx


with ISO/IEC 17025 for every shipment.  The 134 pesticides that will be tested are listed 
in the appendix.

Group 3: Low Risk Group 

Products that are not classified as “Very High Risk” or “High Risk” are classified as 
“Low Risk.”   The Thai FDA’s Import-Export Inspection Division will conduct random 
testing using GT-Pesticide test kits & GPO-TM/2 kits as basic screening tests.  If a test 
result is positive, the sample will be sent to a government laboratory for further 
comprehensive testing.

If the importer does not want the shipment to be randomly tested in Thailand, the 
importer can present a Certificate of Analysis (COA) issued by a government laboratory 
of the exporting country, a government assigned lab, or a private laboratory complying 
with ISO/IEC 17025 for every shipment.  The 134 pesticides that will be tested are listed 
in the appendix.



Appendix: List of 134 pesticides for which the Thai FDA’s pesticide residues monitoring 
program tests.

More details on the MRLs, refer to the attached Notification of the Ministry of Public 
Health No. 387 Re: Food Containing Pesticide Residues in Food

1. acephate 
2. alachlor 
3. aldicarb 
4. aldrin 
5. alpha-BHC 
6. alpha-endosulfan 
7. ametryn 
8. atrazine 
9. azinphos-ethyl 
10. azinphos-methyl 
11. bendiocarb 
12. beta-BHC 
13. beta-endosulfan 
14. bifenazate 
15. bifenthrin 
16. bromacil 
17. bromophos-ethyl 
18. bromopropylate 
19. buprofezin 
20. butachlor 
21. cadusafos 
22. carbaryl 
23. carbendazim 
24. carbofuran 
25. carboxin 
26. chlorfenapyr 
27. chlorfenvinphos 
28. chlorobenzilate 
29. chloroneb 
30. chlorothalonil 
31. chlorpropham 
32. chlorpyrifos 
33. chlorpyrifos-methyl 

36. cyanophos 
37. cyfluthrin 
38. cypermethrin 
39. DCPA 
40. DEET 
41. delta-BHC 
42. deltamethrin 
43. demeton-s-methyl 
44. diazinon 
45. dichlorvos 
46. dicofol 
47. dicrotophos 
48. dieldrin 
49. dimethoate 
50. dioxathion 
51. disulfoton 
52. ditalimfos 
53. endosulfan sulfate 
54. endrin 
55. EPN 
56. ethion 
57. ethoprofos 
58. etrimfos 
59. fenchlorphos 
60. fenitrothion 
61. fenobucarb 
62. fenpropathrin 
63. fenthion 
64. fenvalerate 
65. fipronil 
66. folpet 
67. fosthiazate 
68. gamma-BHC 



34. cis-chlordane 
35. cis-heptachlor epoxide

69. glyphosate 
70. heptachlor

71. heptenophos 
72. hexachlorobenzene 
73. hexazinone 
74. 3-hydroxy carbofuran 
75. isofenphos 
76. isoprocarb 
77. isoxathion 
78. lambda-cyhalothrin 
79. malathion 
80. metacrifos 
81. metalaxyl 
82. methamidophos 
83. methidathion 
84. methiocarb 
85. methomyl 
86. methoxychlor 
87. metolachlor 
88. metribuzin 
89. mevinphos 
90. monocrotophos 
91. naled 
92. omethoate 
93. oxamyl 
94. oxy-chlordane 
95. paraquat 
96. parathion 
97. parathion-methyl 
98. permethrin 
99. phenthoate 
100. phorate 
101. phosalone 
102. phosmet 
103. phosphamidon 
104. picoxystrobin 
105. pirimiphos-ethyl 

106. pirimiphos-methyl 
107. pp'-DDE 
108. pp'-DDT 
109. pp'-TDE 
110. profenofos 
111. propachlor 
112. propargite 
113. propetamphos 
114. prothiofos 
115. pyrimethanil 
116. quinalphos 
117. quintozene 
118. simazine 
119. tebufenpyrad 
120. tecnazene 
121. terbacil 
122. terbufos 
123. tetrachlorvinphos 
124. tetradifon 
125. thiabendazole 
126. thiometon 
127. thiophanate-methyl 
128. tolclofos-methyl 
129. tolylfluanid 
130. trans-chlordane 
131. trans-heptachlor epoxide 
132. triadimefon 
133. triazophos 
134. trifluralin
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