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ECFMG® Launches Global Education in Medicine Exchange (GEMxSM) 
 

New program will promote partnership and exchange in undergraduate medical education 
worldwide  
 
PHILADELPHIA, UNITED STATES—The Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates 

(ECFMG) is pleased to announce the launch of its Global Education in Medicine Exchange (GEMx), a 

new program to promote global partnership and student exchange opportunities in undergraduate medical 

education worldwide. Launched last month, GEMx serves both medical schools and students, and is 

creating a global community for those involved in exchange in medical education. 

Medical schools that join GEMx—GEMx Partner Schools—are connected to other Partner 

Schools and become part of a global community of institutions committed to international exchange as 

part of their medical education programs. Partner Schools gain opportunities to build professional 

networks of peer institutions worldwide, can offer their students expanded elective opportunities, and can 

participate in collaborative research in areas related to the quality of elective exchanges and student  

mobility. 

In addition, GEMx gives students a centralized place to search and apply for elective 

opportunities and offers a paperless system that streamlines the medical student exchange process. Partner 

Schools use a comprehensive, web-based tool that centralizes information and management of all aspects 

of the student exchange process. GEMx enables Partner Schools to publish detailed information about 

their institutions and available electives, verify the eligibility of their students who pursue electives, 

receive and review incoming student applications on-line, and monitor incoming and outgoing student 

activities.  

ECFMG developed GEMx in collaboration with experts from the international medical education 

community. The formal launch of the program followed a one-year pilot, which saw participation by 20 

medical schools from 16 countries. With successful completion of the pilot, ECFMG invites all medical 

schools worldwide to join the GEMx partnership. 

Emmanuel G. Cassimatis, M.D., ECFMG’s President & Chief Executive Officer, said, “The goal 

of GEMx—to increase access to international exchanges in medical education—will help provide the 



 
 

world’s future physicians with the international perspective required to meet health care needs in an 

increasingly globalized world. It also speaks directly to ECFMG’s mission of enhancing medical 

education and promoting quality health care.” 

For more information, please visit the GEMx website at www.gemxelectives.org. 
 

About ECFMG 

Established in 1956, ECFMG is a private, nonprofit organization based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

with more than 800 full- and part-time employees. 

ECFMG is a world leader in promoting quality health care—serving physicians, members of the 

medical education and regulatory communities, health care consumers, and those researching issues in 

medical education and health workforce planning. ECFMG’s program of certification evaluates whether 

international medical graduates (IMGs) are ready to enter U.S. programs of graduate medical education, 

where they provide supervised patient care. ECFMG offers a variety of other programs for IMGs and the 

entities worldwide that educate, train, register/license, and employ them. 

ECFMG’s organizational members are the American Board of Medical Specialties, American 

Medical Association, Association of American Medical Colleges, Association for Hospital Medical 

Education, Federation of State Medical Boards, and the National Medical Association. 

For more information, visit the ECFMG website at www.ecfmg.org. 
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