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Psalm 23:1-5 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  2  He makes me lie down in
green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters.  3  He restores my soul; He guides
me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake.  4  Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your
staff, they comfort me.  5  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies... (NASB)

Five Facts About This Banquet

• God is THE HOST - “you”
• It’s PLANNED - “prepare”
• I’m INVITED - “me”
• It’s PUBLIC - “In the presence”
• It’s DURING BATTLE - “my enemies”

The Enemies We Encounter

1. THE FORCES OF THIS WORLD

John 16:33b In this world, you will have tribulation and trials and distress and
frustration, but be brave... I have overcome the world. (AMP)

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love
the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16  For the world offers only a
craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our
achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this
world. 17  And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But
anyone who does what pleases God will live forever. (NLT)

2. THE FORCES OF SATAN

1 Peter 5:8 Be careful—watch out for attacks from Satan, your great enemy. He
prowls around like a hungry, roaring lion, looking for some victim to tear apart. (LB)

Ephesians 6:12 We are not fighting against humans. We are fighting against forces
and authorities and against rulers of darkness and powers in the spiritual world.
(CEV)



3. THE FORCES OF OUR OLD NATURE

Romans 7:23-24 There is another power within me that is at war with my mind. This
power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. (NLT)  24 So you see how it is:
my new life tells me to do right, but the old nature that is still inside me loves to sin...
(LB)

Galatians 5:17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what
the Spirit wants... These two forces are constantly fighting each other... (NLT)

What To Remember In Battle

1. REMEMBER GOD’S PROMISE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH YOU

Psalm 5:11 You welcome us with open arms when we run for cover to you. Let the
party last all night! Stand guard over our celebration. (MSG)

Song of Songs 2:4 He brought me to the banquet room. His banner over me is love.
(ICB)

Romans 8:31b ...If God is on our side, who can ever be against us? (LB)

2. REMEMBER GOD’S PROMISE TO BE GOOD TO YOU

Psalm 31:19 You have stored up so many good things... for those who have respect
for you. You give those things while everyone watches... (NIRV)

Psalm 34:8 Learn to savor how good the Lord is! (NAB)

Psalm 36:7a-8 How precious, O God, is your constant love!...  8  We feast on the
abundant food you provide; you let us drink from the river of your goodness. (TEV)

3. REMEMBER GOD’S PROMISE TO GIVE YOU VICTORY

Psalm 18:39 You give me strength for the battle and victory over my enemies.
(TEV)

Philippians 1:28 Don't be afraid of your enemies; always be courageous, and this
will prove to them that they will lose and that you will win, because it is God who
gives you the victory. (TEV)

Romans 8:37 In everything we have won more than a victory because of Christ who
loves us. (CEV)



Job 36:16 God is gently calling you from the jaws of trouble to an open place of
freedom where he has set your table full of the best food. (NCV)


