
 

XAN PADRÓN 
 

 

Xan Padrón (Galicia, Spain 1969) is a Galician photographer, musician and 

composer. The son of an old-school journalist, Xan Padrón grew up used to be 

the silent observer who sees things quietly and finds stories everywhere. He 

received his first camera at the age of 12 from his Godfather, who was a photo-

journalist. In 1983 he first established his darkroom. As a former professional 

touring musician, traveling the world with his bass and his camera he was able 

to pursue his career as a photographer focused on the people around him. Xan 

Padrón’s fascination with time and movement, coupled with an uncanny ability 

to disappear behind the lens, unnoticed by his subjects, brought him to the 

realization of how much life happens even at the most seemingly insignificant 

location of a city. His work has been exhibited in Spain, Canada, Israel and the 

US. His portraits of artists have been published worldwide in newspapers, 

magazines, concert programs, posters and album covers. His Time-Lapse Series 

was selected by Saatchi Art's The Other Art Fair in New York City, Chicago and 

Los Angeles. Xan Padrón is a resident of New York City where he lives and works 

with his wife: musician, composer, writer and educator Cristina Pato. 

 

Time Lapse 

Quotidian gestures, combined, create a unique narrative of life by a wall in a 

place in the world. Time Lapse: 1 place, 1 moment. 

In 2012, photographer and musician Xan Padrón started Time Lapse. His 

fascination with time and movement, coupled with an uncanny ability to 

disappear behind the lens, unnoticed by his subjects, brought him to the 

realization of how much life happens even at the most seemingly insignificant 

location of a city. A willful arrest of movement, where action becomes 

observation, brought into focus a whole new vision of each unique ecosystem. 

From such chosen still points of time and space, life emanates. 



In Time Lapse Xan Padrón sits on a single spot, unnoticed, for 2 hours, 

photographing a sequence of people passing by against one unique 

background. 

 

Solo shows 

2019 Time Lapse, United Nations Building, New York, NY, USA 

2011 Human City, El Cercano, Ourense, Spain 

 

Group shows 

2018 The Fractured Gaze, The Directed Art Modern 

Xan Padron / Paintings, The Shayne Gallery, Montreal, QC, Canada 

2009 Visions of New York, Cafe de la Princesa, Barcelona, Spain 
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