
 

GREG DOW 

 
Greg Dow was born in 1952 in Regina, Saskatchewan. He has lived from coast to 

coast in Canada, Colorado in the United States, and in Northern France. He has 

been painting professionally since graduating from high school in North Bay, 

Ontario. Greg’s life experiences, both as a child often moving with family and 

through his travels as an adult, give him a broad perspective on life and art 

which is apparent in his work.  

 

During his decades as a painter, he held many one-man shows, including 

exhibitions in F. D. Gallery in Kingston, Ontario, Nash Gallery in London, Ontario, 

Wallack Galleries in Ottawa, Shayne Gallery in Montreal, Quebec, Hollander 

York Gallery in Toronto, and Crisson & Hind Gallery in Hamilton, Bermuda. He was 

also represented by Zwicker’s in Halifax and Kinsman Robinson Gallery in 

Toronto.  

 

Greg’s art can be found in many private and corporate collections such as 

Queen’s University, the City of Ottawa, and Sir Sanford Fleming College.  

 

Greg commits himself to full-time painting although an introspective pause in 

actively exhibiting allowed a re-examination of his goals following the realization 

that much of his audience responded to subject matter instead of appreciating 

abstract composition and a work’s execution for their own intrinsic value. The 

tension between the subject/vehicle and the abstract content of his paintings 

demanded reconciliation - at least to his personal comfort and satisfaction. 

Greg earned a degree in anthropology during this hiatus from the art world. The 

cultural insights gained in his studies along with a critical study of art history now 

allow a more profound exploration of his artistic voice.  

 

Greg is currently living in Innisfil, Ontario.  

 

 

 



 

 

Statement:  

 

 

My primary consideration when planning the next series of paintings is to 

question where I am in the progression of my work. I aim to identify my current 

limitations - in both the painting just completed and my accumulated portfolio - 

and plan the next work to address further formal problems of composition and 

execution, or to continue the struggle to break free from the tropes and clichés 

which permeate so much of life and art. These are the challenges which interest 

me more than finding a particular subject. The search for an appropriate 

subject begins once this objective is clear.  

 

I continue with a representational approach accepting that humans respond to 

the abstract and aesthetic experience most easily through familiar imagery. 

While my current subjects speak to me on an emotional way, they more 

importantly serve my artistic aim to confront questions and challenges at the 

theoretical level of the language of visual communication.  

 

While expression through clichés trivializes truth, it does not invalidate the deeper 

kernel of universal experience which gave rise to cliché. The goal of my work is 

to reach a kernel which enhances recognition of the familiar by evoking a 

deeper response rooted in the primal language our visual evolution. Pursuing this 

objective must spring from personal experience, be it the character of the sea 

coast, rural fields and forests, the people and culture observed in my travels, the 

gesture of a brush stroke itself, or the juxtaposition of two colors.  

 

Dramatic treatment of a subject may bring about a sense of place to the 

observer, drawing one in to share the artist’s personal feelings and experiences. 

But it must also present a solution to the aesthetic challenges addressed by the 

work and achieve both in a way that does not rely on cant or formula. 

 

 Gallery Exhibitions 

 

  2017 

  Wallack Galleries (Ottawa), "Cornucopia" One-man show 

 



  Westland Gallery (London), "Inside Outside" Two-person show with Sheila Davis 

 

 

  2016 

  Perivale Gallery (Manitoulin Island), "In the Spirit of Tom Thomson & the Group of 

Seven" 

 

  TAG Art Gallery (St. Catherines), "Late Winter/Early Spring '16 Group Show" 

 

 

  2015 

  Buckingham Fine Art (Uxbridge), "First Masters Modern Masters" Group Show 

 

 

  2014 

  Buckingham Fine Art (Uxbridge), "Eye Candy" Group Show 

 

  Buckingham Fine Art (Uxbridge), "In the Realm of Realism" Group Show 

 

 

  1988 

  Wallack Galleries (Ottawa) - One-man Show 

 

 

  1987 

  Crisson and Hind Gallery, Hamilton Bermuda - One-man Show 

 

 

  1986 

  Hollander York Gallery (Toronto) - One-man Show 

 

  Wallack Galleries (Ottawa) - One-man Show 

 

 



  1985 

  "Discovery 1" - First Annual Toronto Artists' Fair (Toronto) Best in Show Award 

 

 

  1984 

  Shayne Gallery (Montreal) - One-man Show 

 

  Art Gallery of Windsor (Windsor) Annual Collectors Show 

 

 

  1983 

  Wallack Galleries, Ottawa - One-man Show 

 

 

  1981 

  MacDonald Gallery, Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario, "Kingston Artists" Group 

Show 

 

  FD. Gallery, Kingston, Ontario - One-man Show 

 

  Shayne Gallery Montreal, Quebec, "Maritime Realists" Group Show 

 

 

  1980 

  F.D. Gallery, Kingston, Ontario - One-man Show 

 

 

  1979 

  Nash Gallery, London. Ontario - One-man Show 

 

 

  Juried Exhibitions 

 

  Next2 2017 juried exhibition The Arts & Letters Club of Toronto, ON 



 

  Canadian Society of Artists 2017 International Open Juried Exhibition - Papermill 

Gallery, Todmorden Mills Heritage Centre, Toronto, ON 

 

  Paint Ontario 21st annual Juried Show 2017 (Grand Bend Art Centre, Grand 

Bend, Ontario) 

 

  Canadian Society of Artists 2016 International Open Juried Exhibition - 

Etobicoke Civic Centre Art Gallery, Etobicoke, Ontario 

 

  Paint Ontario 20th annual Juried Show 2016 (Grand Bend Art Centre, Grand 

Bend, Ontario) 

 

  Canadian Society of Artists 2016 National Open Juried Online Exhibition 

 

  Paint Ontario 19th annual Juried Show 2015 (Grand Bend Art Centre, Grand 

Bend, Ontario) 

 

  Quest Art 11th Annual Juried Art Show 2015 (Quest Art Gallery, Midland, Ontario 

 

  Canadian Society of Artists 2015 National Open Juried Online Exhibition 

 

  Canadian Society of Artists 2015 National Open Juried Exhibition - 

Gainsborough Gallery, Calgary, Alberta - The Antoinette Stevens Award for Best 

Acrylic in Show 

 

  NEXT! 2015 juried exhibition The Arts & Letters Club of Toronto, ON 

 

  Agnes Etherington Arts Centre, Kingston, Ontario, Juried Drawing Show 1975 

 

  Sir Sanford Fleming College, Peterborough. Ontario. Invitational Juried Show 

1975- Purchase Award 

 


