


Thesis 
Dear Parents, Family and Friends, 

 

Welcome to the 2021 School of the Arts Senior Thesis Recitals.  The 

Senior Thesis is an optional endeavor, not a requirement, for         

graduation at School of the Arts.  It is the final opportunity before 

graduation for these young, accomplished musicians to demonstrate 

their instrument mastery. 

 

A Performance Thesis gives the student the option of performing a 

work that is a standard of the literature for their instrument, or        

alternatively, composing, arranging and adapting music for their   

performance.   

 

I hope you enjoy each of the performances. 
 

Mr. Kenneth Turner,  

SOA High School Band Director 



Program 
Sara Coggins, Flute 

Hypnosis by Ian Clarke 
Margaret Downs, piano 

 
Vigi LeBlanc, Bass Clarinet 

Clarinet Concerto No. 2   

by Carl Maria von Weber 
Margaret Downs, piano 

 
Andrew “AJ” Bednarczyk, Bassoon 

Variations on a Theme by Robert Schuman 
Margaret Downs, piano 

 
Isabel Raykova, Clarinet 

Five Bagatelles: I. Prelude by Gerald Finzi 
Laura Ball, piano 

 
Sam Feingold, Horn 

Horn Concerto No. 1 by Richard Strauss 
Vivaldi’s Flute Concerto No. 3 in D Major 

RV 428 Il Gardellino, or The Goldfinch  
Laura Ball, piano 

 
Hannah Jones, Euphonium 

Euphonium Concerto, Mut.2  

by Joseph Horovitz 
Laura Ball, piano 

Davis Black, Horn 
Cara Mra by Mike Morasky 

Asgore by Toby Fox 

Arr. by Davis Black 
Maria Alexander, horn 

 
Adam Crosby, Flute 

and 

Manny Summers, Tenor Sax 
What You Won’t Do For Love  

by Bobby Caldwell 

Arr. by Adam Crosby and Manny Summers 

 
Samuel Kremser, Tenor Sax 

Au Privave by Charlie Parker 

 
Alex Jones, Alto Sax 

Freedom Suite by Sonny Rollins 

Arr. by Alex Jones 

 
Kyla Conyers, Percussion 

Lovely Day by Bill Withers 

Arr. by Andrew Simmons 
 



Biographies 



AJ Bednarczyk  

AJ Bednarczyk has been a student     

playing bassoon at Charleston county 

school of the arts since the sixth grade. 

He’s been part of the wind ensembles 

for the last three years, and the         

symphony orchestra the last four years. 

When not at school, he runs his own 

business, drives a forklift at Rivers Edge 

Marina, and enjoys spending time with 

his friends fishing.  

Davis Black 

Davis was born in Charleston in 2002 and has 

always loved music from his favorite games, 

movies and shows. One thing he was most  

excited about when picking up the horn in 6th 

grade was the opportunity to play themes 

from the many movies scored by John  

Williams. This passion for media music has  

inspired his thesis, which features two songs 

from a pair of his favorite games, Portal and 

Undertale. In the fall, Davis will be attending 

Clemson University as a Psychology major, 

and hopes to continue playing horn in the 

band there. 



Sara Coggins 

Sara was born here in Charleston 
where she grew up around music. 
Once or twice a week she would be at 
home when her grandmother would 
have the Lawrence Welk show on the 
tv always playing music. It was in 
fourth grade when she looked on the 
tv once and was fascinated with how 
the person playing the flute was able 
to make a sound out of it given the 
way the mouthpiece is.  It was from 
then on she started taking private    
lessons and loved playing. Sara          
auditioned in 6th grade for SOA and 
has been here since. While the flute 
won't be following her to college, it 
definitely has made an impact on her 
life.  

Kyla Conyers 

Kyla, affectionately known to friends and 
family as Ky, displayed at an early age her 

passion for music. In the 4th grade, she re-
ceived her first drum set and when she was-

n’t playing basketball, she was playing her 
drums. Kyla began her journey as a percus-

sionist at SOA in the 6th grade. In high 
school, Kyla is a member of the Wind En-

semble and Jazz Lab Band.  It was because 
of her love for music that Kyla taught herself 
to play the piano and the guitar. Her passion 

also led to her joining an all girls band, Bad 
Hotel Coffee and Stall High School Marching 

Band.  Kyla is grateful for the experience, 
knowledge and friends she made while at 
SOA. In the fall, Kyla will be attending the 

University of South Carolina.   



Adam Crosby 

Adam Crosby was born and raised 
in Charleston, SC. At age 8 became 
interested in drums and at age 10 
auditioned on drums for ac-
ceptance to SOA. As part of his en-
try into the SOA middle school 
band program, Adam went through 
“Mouthpiece Testing” and discov-
ered his aptitude for flute. He has 
played both instruments ever since 
and has also experimented with 
other instruments. However, his 
love for creating electronic music 
surpasses all these. Adam is self-

taught in using FL Studio. Beat making and music production, as well as playing flute and drums, 
has fostered an ability to visualize a project in its finished state and do the work necessary to 
complete it. For the past two years, Adam has been working on a concept album following the 
story of a morally ambiguous superhuman, and for a year or so he has also been working on a 
graphic novel to accompany the album, continuing to hone a unique aesthetic style. Adam is 
grateful to have a strong understanding of theory and musical discipline, as he believes much of 
his skill in beat making and music production is attributed to knowledge and experience gained 
in band. As the Dalai Lama once said, “Know the rules well, so you can break them effective-
ly.”  After graduating, Adam will attend Berklee College of Music and major in Music Production. 
He would like to thank his Ms. Suzanne Reed, Mr. Basil Kerr, Mr. John Samuel Roper, and Mr. 
Kenneth Turner for helping him grow as a musician. He would also like to thank his family for 
supporting his passion.  

Sam Feingold 

Sam Feingold joined band in 4th grade at 
The Charleston Catholic School. He began 
playing trumpet, and switched to French 

Horn during his 6th-grade year. In high 
school, Sam has played in the Symphonic 

Band and Chamber Ensemble, and has qual-
ified for All-Region throughout his high 

school career. He would like to thank Anna 
Draftz, his middle school band director and 

lessons teacher, for introducing him to band 
and for giving him the tools to develop as a 
musician, while always making it fun. In the 
fall, Sam will attend Centre College in Dan-

ville KY, and plans to swim and major in 
Business and Economics. 



Alexander Jones 

Alexander Jones was born on April 3rd, 
2003, in Northern Virginia. With a piano in 
the house, it soon became apparent he 
had a natural affinity for music, reaching 
for the keys as a toddler.  After taking      
piano lessons for two years, Alex eagerly 
joined the band program in 6th grade at 
Daniel Island School and hasn’t stopped 
playing saxophone since. Growing more  
interested in Jazz, Alex auditioned for and 
was accepted to the SOA band in 9th 
grade. On the first day of band camp Alex 
was astounded by the sheer power and 
musicianship the bands at SOA held. 
Inspired, Alex went on to make SOA’s top 
ensembles in 10th grade, holding first chair 
as well as making the All State Band Clinic 
in 11th grade and the All State Jazz Band 
Clinic for three consecutive years. Alex 
plans on attending either UNC Chapel Hill 
or University of Virginia in the fall studying 

political science and economics. No matter 
where he ends up, Alex is  excited to          
continue fostering his love of jazz. 

Hannah Jones 

Hannah began her love for music at a young 
age, piano and singing lessons at only the age 

of 6 her parents knew they had quite the   
musician. Hannah began playing the            

Euphonium in 3rd grade and though the       
instrument was twice her size she fell in love 

with the way she felt when playing it. She 
continued playing at the School of the Arts in 
6th grade and throughout highschool. Now a 

senior, She plans to major in Hospitality  
management at Penn State.  Hannah is       

appreciative about what music has taught 
her over the years and hopes to take all her 

ambition and drive she has for her                
instrument into the Hotel Management field.  



Sam Kremser 

Sam Kremser was born in Chicago in 2003, 
and has loved music for as long as he could 
remember. He first picked up the              
saxophone in middle school at Laing and 
discovered his love of jazz music. He         
decided to audition for SOA in the 9th 
grade, and was accepted into the band    
program, and from there moved up to jazz 
band as well as wind ensemble in 10-12th 
grade. Since being in these bands he has 
held first chair for three years. Sam will be 
attending Clemson University in the Fall 
with plans to pursue a career in Mechanical 
Engineering. Sam will also be auditioning 
for Clemson’s marching band and is excited 
at the prospect of continuing his musical  
career throughout college.  

Vigi LeBlanc 

Vigi LeBlanc has been a member of the 
Charleston County School of the Arts band 

program since the 6th grade, where she has 
been a wonderful contributor on the bass 

clarinet. Outside of her academics, she has 
enjoyed running track for Stall High School, 
as she has been a member of the team for 
four years. Vigi has also shown her passion 
for being a community leader by taking on 

roles as the Charleston Chapter of Jack and 
Jill teen president, The STYLEZ Program    

president, while also being a member of 
Charleston Future Leaders Roundtable. She 
will be attending Hampton University in the 

fall where she will major in biology, with    
further plans of becoming a cosmetic        

dermatologist. 



Isabel Raykova 

Isabel signed up for a band class as an 
elective in the sixth grade before she 
came to SOA. She quickly fell in love 
with the clarinet and was dedicated to 
improving her musical abilities. After 
moving houses, she auditioned for SOA 
in the seventh grade and began her 
journey. She is very grateful for all of 
the wonderful experiences and learn-
ing opportunities the school has pro-
vided for her. Isabel will be attending 
Clemson University this fall majoring in 
pre-professional health sciences. Still 
undecided if she will play in their band 
but her love of music will continue on. 

Franklin Emmanuel Summers 

Manny  began his musical journey playing the       
saxophone in the 6th grade in a marching band. His 

love for his craft inspired him to audition for the    
Charleston County School Arts to further develop his 
skills. Emmanuel was tagged the name, “Manny the 

Jazz Man or Manny” during his years spent at 
Charleston County School of the Arts in the band 
program and Jazz Ensemble. While still a budding 

musician he auditioned and was accepted into the 
honors band for Charleston County. At SOA he       

discovered that he had a passion for playing Jazz  
music. For the past 4 years, Manny has been playing 
with Charleston Jazz Academy under the direction of 

Mr. Carter and The Youth Jazz program at the  Gail-
lard Auditorium under the direction of Mr.  Charlton 

Singleton.  He continually seeks to perfect his craft 
through camps, private lessons and  workshops. His 

gift allows him to be a protégé with the organization, 
Links Incorporated, who orchestrates his volunteer 

opportunities to speak with his peers about following 
their dreams. Manny is well supported by his mother 

Tiffany Summers, his father Franklin Summers, and his brother Montrel Roper-Summers. Manny has been      
accepted to pursue a degree in music at Coastal Carolina University this fall..  



Acknowledgments 
Dr. Cook, Ms. Derrickson, and Dr. Griggs for all of your support of  

Mr. Turner, Mrs. Reed, and our band majors. 
Mr. Mike Christensen, our Theater manager, 
Mrs. Pricilla Svendsen, our Arts Coordinator, 

The High School Band Booster Board, 
and our fabulous Band Parents 

for their assistance and support. 

For more information on the SOA High School Band, please visit our website at: 

https://charlestoncountysoabands.com 

Charleston   County  School  of  the  Arts  
5109-B West Enterprise Street 

North Charleston, SC 29405 
843.529.5990 

Dr. Shannon Cook, Principal 


