
Vote for the Monarch, Bluestem,  

and Caudill awards at the  

West Chicago Public Library District! 

 These readers’ choice awards are administered by AISLE and the  Rebecca Caudill 

Steering Committee. 

 Please note that these each of these awards is for a different age group. 

 Vote by paper ballot after February 18. The deadline is February 26 for the Caudill 

award and March 12 for the Monarch and Bluestem awards. 

 If you are also voting at school, you will be asked to let us know by checking a 

box on the ballot.  

118 W. Washington Street 

West Chicago, IL 60185 

Phone: 630-231-1552 x 3 

Website:  www.wcpld.info 



Who can vote for the Bluestem, Monarch, and Caudill awards? 

All Illinois students in the appropriate grade level are invited to participate. (The Monarch 

award is for K-3rd grade, the Bluestem award is for  3rd-5th grades and the Caudill is for 

4th-8th grades) Voting is conducted in most Illinois public schools, many Illinois private 

schools, and some Illinois public libraries. 

What about homeschoolers? 

Homeschoolers can vote if their local public library is participating. Homeschoolers from 

West Chicago or nearby communities are encouraged to come vote here! 

Can I vote at the library even if I will  also vote at school? 

The Association of Illinois School Library Educators asks that no student’s vote is counted 

more than once, so please let us know if you are also voting at school. There will be a box 

on the ballot for you to check. But you may still submit a ballot at the West Chicago       

library. We’ll count your vote in determining a local winner, but we won’t report your vote 

to AISLE. 

 

Which books can I vote for? 

Each of the three awards has a list 

of 20 nominees for the 2018-2019 

school year. These lists are        

available in the library and online 

at www.aisled.org . The West    

Chicago library has all of the     

nominees.  

 

How much reading is required to 

vote? 

In order to vote for the Monarch 

award, you must read at least five books from the current nominee list. To vote for the 

Bluestem award, read at least four nominees, and for the Caudill award, read at least 

three nominees.  

 

       

“The name Monarch was chosen because of its familiarity 

to K-3 children and to symbolize the growth, change and  

freedom that becoming a reader brings. The Monarch is 

designed to encourage children to read critically and    

become familiar with children's books, authors and      

illustrators. The program is open to all K-3 age children in  

Illinois.”  

— from www.islma.org/monarch.htm  

About the Monarch Award 



Can I vote for more than one 

award? 

Yes, because the age categories overlap, 

you can vote for two awards if you are in 

3rd, 4th, or 5th grade.  

What if I want to read them all? 

Go for it! If you’d like, you can keep track 

of your reading with our Award Nominee 

Reading Log. Bring it back when you vote, 

and if you’ve read at least 15 nominees, 

we’ll give you a certificate. 

Does it count if I listen to the       

audiobook? 

Yes! If a family member, teacher, or friend reads the book aloud to you, that also counts. 

How do I vote? 

Paper ballots will be available at the Youth Services desk beginning on February 18. You can fill out 

the ballot in the library, or you can take it home and bring it back later. Just make sure you turn it in 

to Youth Services by the deadline. (February 26 for the Caudill award and March 12 for the Bluestem 

and Monarch awards) 

 

Can preschoolers vote? 

The Association of Illinois School Library 

Educators allows preschoolers to       

participate in the Monarch Award, but 

their votes do not get reported to AISLE. 

We will allow preschoolers to vote at 

their parents’ discretion, and we will 

count preschool votes in determining a 

local winner. Just like kindergarteners, 

preschoolers must have read at least 

five books from the current Monarch 

nominee list in order to cast a vote. 

“The award is designed for students in grades 3-5 who 

are ready for longer titles than found on the Monarch 

list, but not quite ready for the sophistication of some 

of the Rebecca Caudill titles. Named in honor of Big 

Bluestem which is the state prairie grass, the award 

may include both timeless classics and current titles, 

as well as books that have appeared on Monarch and  

Rebecca Caudill lists.”  

— from www.islma.org/bluestem.htm 

About the Bluestem Award 

“The Rebecca Caudill Young Readers' Book Award is an 

annual award given to the author of the book voted 

most outstanding by students in grades four through 

eight in participating Illinois schools. The award is 

named in honor of Rebecca Caudill who lived and wrote 

in Urbana, Illinois, for nearly 50 years. The award is    

given in recognition for her literary talent and the      

universal appeal of her books which have touched the 

hearts of many children and young adults. 

— from http://www.rebeccacaudill.org/about  

About the Rebecca Caudill Award 


