
infestations that could destroy the harvest.  Even with all our 

knowledge, we trust and hope that the harvest will come.   
 

As modern day followers of Christ, we are called to put our trust 

in God and God’s care and blessing for our lives.  Even with 2000 

years of the church existing, we are called to trust in God’s 

provision for our lives.  Do you believe it is easier or more 

difficult to trust God today?  Contemplate that question and write 

your reflection here.       
 

 

 

Thursday, June 17 
Read Mark 4:26-34 once again.  Pastor Jack mentioned the many 

challenges churches face today, even prior to the Covid-19 

Pandemic.  Financial hurdles amid efforts towards racial 

reconciliation and LGBT+ inclusiveness to name a few.   All than 

in addition to any number of societal ills: addiction, health care 

challenges and violence.   
 

How confident are you that these challenges can be resolved?  

How confident are you that the church can play a major role in 

that process?  How might you be called by God to work for these 

challenges to be addressed?  Meditate on these questions and 

record your thoughts here.    

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 18 

Read or at least review Mark 4:26-34.  The second parable of the 

seeds – the Parable of the Mustard Seed is about how much faith it 

takes to make a big difference.  Turns out that we need only a 

little faith in order to make a huge impact in our world!  Thinking 

of our church – Central UMC – what do you want to see done for 

the purposes of God’s mission in the world?  What do you want to 

see done right here in our local area?  What can we do to move 

toward a trust that God will take care of the rest?  Write your 

thoughts here praying for God’s wisdom and guidance.  

Message Notes – June 13, 2021 
 

Forget About It!*
 

I. My dad always had a knife on him while out on the 

______. 

A. It would be just about this time of year my Dad 

would ask me to join him in to check the _______. 

B. Checking the fields meant insuring the recently 

planted seeds had received enough moisture to 

________. 

II. While my dad was a skilled, the sower in our passage 

seems to have no real understanding of the _________ 

process at all.  

A. "The seed would sprout and _______, he does not 

know how" were told in this passage. (Mark 4:27)  

1. But that doesn't matter in this first parable of 

the passage, for the sower ________ that 

harvest will come. 

2. The sower represents early Christians who 

testify to or proclaim their _______ to others. 

B. We who are followers of Jesus ________ need to 

hear this message as well. 

1. We are wondering is the crop going to ______? 

2. Are the seeds of faith we've spread actually 

__________ or not? 

3. The ________ within local United Methodist 

congregations amid much uncertainly has been 

incredible. 

III. What about our own Central UMC? 

A. As we begin to emerge from the pandemic, I 

believe we are posed for a __________ future. 

B. What’s the point of sharing all of this seemingly 

self-aggrandizing information?  Is Pastor Jack just 

____________? 

                                                 
*Mark 4:26-34 



1. The blessings I’m anticipating are not due to 

the _____________ of our staff and laity. 

2. The blessings I’m anticipating are not due to a 

few tremendous __________ we’ve received. 

C. The blessings I’m anticipating are due to a faith in 

our God – my faith and your faith in our God who 

will not let the ________ ______! 

1. Yea – we have to ________ and ___________. 

2. Understand that it is _____ who provides the 

growth. 

IV. Ed Stetzer argues that the church isn't _________ at 

all, but that it's going through a kind of shakeout, or, to 

stay with the agricultural theme of the parable, a 

winnowing. 

A. Stetzer writes, "Jesus spoke of his followers 

making an impact in a very different manner. He 

taught that God's kingdom was subversive and 

_______________.”   

1. Jesus used examples mustard seeds, which are 

________ and must be planted in order to grow 

up and out. 

2. God’s kingdom is subversive and underground; 

sort of like seeds ___________ growing! 

3. How much faith do we need in order to receive 

God’s blessing? 

a. Apparently just a ________. 

b. The growth is happening, the _________ 

will come. 

B. If we do our job, we need not worry about whether 

_____ will do ______ job 

 
 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  

 

Monday, June 14 
Pastor Jack began the message with yet another lesson from 

farming, describing how his Dad would go out and “dig up the 

fields” to make sure the crops were germinating.  There comes a 

time in farming, gardening and in many of our work places that 

you have done all you can and just need to trust that the results 

you’ve worked towards will come to fruition. Yet, it is difficult to 

let go in those moments.  What do you do in those moments, when 

you’ve done all you can do?  Reflect for a moment and write your 

response here.  

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 15 

Read Mark 4:26-34.  Early Christians, as illustrated in Jesus’s 

parables of the seeds, had no knowledge of just how seeds 

germinated and grew.  But they trusted that what was planted 

would grow and the harvest would happen.  Those first century 

followers of Christ were truly at the mercy of the environment in 

which they scattered their faith.  The outcomes were mysterious 

and they trusted in the providence and blessings of God.  Could 

you have lived with the unknown of Jesus’ time?  Could you have 

lived confidently, trusting that God would provide for you?  As 

you pray for a measure of trust in God, write your thoughts here.    

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, June 16 
Read Mark 4:26-34. Yesterday’s devotion was about trusting God 

in a time when we did not understand how plants germinate and 

grow.  First century people just knew that somehow the harvest 

would come.  Now, twenty centuries later, we understand the 

science behind that harvest from the soil composition to the 

proper fertilizer to the amount of water necessary for the seeds to 

grow.  Still, there comes a time when a farmer has done all that 

can be done to plant and nurture the crop.  Modern farmers are 

still at the mercy (and mystery) of the climate, disease and insect   


