
others?  Even an act that means very little to you in offering it can 

make a huge impact on the life of another person. Pray that God 

will guide your offering of yourself that others may receive a 

measure of God’s grace and love.   

 

Thursday, November 19 
Read Matthew 25:31-46.  The second observation of the criteria 

by which we are judged is our help for others should be 

uncalculating.  This attribute of helping others must be balanced 

with the knowledge that helping “the least of these” is helping 

Jesus Christ.  At first glance these two observations seem to be 

opposing each other; however, the issue is the motivation that 

inspires us to help others.  
 

Do we help others because of what it does for us?  From issue of 

control to a feeling of self-satisfaction gained from helping others, 

there is no doubt that we also benefit from helping others.  

However, what is really on our hearts?  A point that Jesus makes 

when presenting the parable of the sheep and goats is that we are 

not judged by our heritage or ethnicity.  God’s divine judgment is 

based on what’s in our hearts.  Meditate on your motivations to be 

in ministry asking for God’s wisdom and peace; ask for 

confidence of serving God for all the right reasons. 

 

Friday, November 20 
Once more read Matthew 25:31-46.  The message concluded with 

a story of a boy in a children’s home.  A visitor was welcomed 

and fed and the boy observed that Jesus wasn’t able to come be 

their guest at dinner so Jesus sent the man to the home.  As we are 

reminded that Jesus said, “just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me,” ask 

yourself if you’ve seen Jesus in the faces of those you’ve helped. 

 

Challenge yourself this upcoming Advent Season to see the face 

of Christ in the people who will be helped through the various 

appeals made throughout the season.  Celebrate the joy of giving 

to Jesus!      

Message Notes – November 15, 2020 
 

I Just Wanna Be a Sheep – 

Baa! Ba-ba-baa! 
I. If you had to be an animal during Bible times, it would 

be preferable not to be ______. 

A. When talking about the final ____________, Jesus 

speaks of separating sheep from goats, and it's 

clear that the goats are the losers in this sorting. 

B. If ever there was a part of our faith that we would 

just as soon _________ and ________, it is the 

concept that we will one day be judged for our 

lives on earth. 

C. Pastor and author, Lewis Smedes, wrote in an 

article in Christianity Today twenty years ago, “I 

would suggest that, in our day and age, we need 

more – not less – judgment.  Modern Americans 

suffer from a ________ of judging. 

D. Smedes has got it right and if you think about the 

words he uses, a lack of judgment leads to a lack of 

_______________ which indicates a lack of 

accountability that results in a lack of __________.  

E. What is truly needed for community to exist is 

judgment tempered with _________. 
 

II. It should be comforting to us that judgment isn’t 

__________ or dependent on one’s ethnicity; people of 

all nations will be subject to a judgment that 

encourages and supports community. Three 

observations about God’s judgment according to our 

___________ to human need.  

A. First, our help for others is in the ___________  

                                                 

Matthew 25:31-46 and Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 



things we can do for another. 

B. Second, our help for others should be 

_________________. 

C. Third, we should appreciate the truth that help 

given to “the least of these” is help given to 

________and help withheld from others is 

withheld from _________. 
 

III. Can you imagine the face of __________ in the help 

you offer this Advent season? 

A. Do you see the ____ of Jesus in the _____ of those 

who are hungry, thirsty, naked and imprisoned?  

B. Can you hear from the _________ of those needy 

souls the ________ of Jesus saying, “Come, you 

that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world?”  

 

Daily Meditations and Study Guide  
The following is a daily meditation and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  

 

Monday, November 16 
Read Matthew 25:31-46.  If you have time read Ezekiel 34:11-24.  

It is undeniable that this scripture is about God’s final judgment 

that is eternal.  Pastor and author Lewis Smedes wrote, “Modern 

Americans suffer from a fear of judging.”  Do you agree?  Do you 

fear judgment? 
 

Of course, the passage from Matthew’s gospel indicates that Jesus 

Christ (the “Son of Man”) will be seated on the judgment seat.  

How does that make you feel?  Who better than the one God sent 

to live among us?  Meditate upon the parable Jesus shared in 

Matthew’s gospel and how the concept of judgment shapes your  

faith.  Write your thoughts here and pray for wisdom and 

understanding about divine judgment. 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 17 
Read Matthew 25:31-46 and Ezekiel 34:11-24.  Lewis Smedes 

wrote, “Common sense suggests that if no one ever judged other 

people, there would be no real human community. And, when you 

come to think of it, nobody would ever forgive anyone for wrongs 

he had done; we only forgive people for what we blame them, and 

we blame them only after we have judged them.”  Pastor Jack 

suggested that “a lack of judgment leads to a lack of forgiveness 

which indicates a lack of accountability that results in a lack of 

community.” 
 

If judgment necessary for community?  Does judgment help create 

community standards?  The passage from Ezekiel speaks of 

judgment as well as shaping a saving community (the flock).  

Making judgments every day enables you to live with others.  

Meditate on how judgment must be tempered with grace.  Pray for 

the ability to balance judgment with grace in your daily living.    

   

 

Wednesday, November 18 
Read Matthew 25:31-46.  God’s judgment is based on our reaction 

to human need. That judgment is based on the simple things we 

can do for another.  Giving someone a drink or a meal, welcoming 

a stranger, cheering the sick visiting the prisoner – are things 

anyone can do.  Can you remember simple things that others have 

done for you that made a difference in your life?  How did you 

feel when receiving that simple kindness? 
 

What simple kindness can you share that meets the needs of  


