
They bore a burden for the man; they went the “extra mile” to 

make sure the man was in the presence of Jesus.  In this modern 

day and age, how might we bear a burden for others?  What would 

you do so that a friend, a family member, a colleague or neighbor 

have the opportunity to know Jesus the Christ?  How would you 

go about making an invitation to a worship service or event at our 

church?  More important, how would you follow through with that 

invitation?  Is there a specific person you would like to invite to 

our community?  Write your ideas here.    

 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 29 
 Read Mark 2:1-12.  We have to bear a burden to bring others to 

Jesus AND we may have to break some rules!  Think about the 

four men who bought the paralytic man to Jesus.  They dug a hole 

through the roof of the house!  That alone would be destruction of 

property, but it was certainly wasn’t in the realm of normal human 

interaction to lower a person through a roof.  They broke some 

rules!  What “rules” would you break in order to bring another 

person into a relationship with Jesus?  Talk with a co-worker 

about your faith?  Strike up a conversation with a stranger who 

seems to have a need?  Would you invite them to your home for a 

conversation?  Ponder these possibilities, come up with some of 

your own and write your thoughts here.     

 

 

 

 

Friday, October 30 

The call to bear a burden and break some rules is a call to 

creativity.  What possibilities do you see for the church to be 

creative?  What ideas have you seen work in other churches or in 

other organizations, at work or in your neighborhood?  Brainstorm 

some ideas and here’s the real challenge: share them with 

someone else, maybe even a staff member at CUMC!  Be blessed 

to be creative for the sake of God’s work in the world!   

Message Notes – October 25, 2020 
 

Jesus and We – Short of Sin* 

I. We create __________ statements and slogans and 

campaigns that indicate what we believe we should be 

about.    

A. The Mission Statement of the United Methodist 

Church, that is, “The mission of the church is to 

make ______________ of Jesus Christ for the 

__________________ of the world."     

B. Our Mission Statement here at Central U.M.C. is 

“Connecting with _____. Connecting with others.  

______________ with the love of Christ.”         

II. There are two connected questions we must answer to 

move forward in our efforts to reach people with the 

love of Jesus Christ.  Those two connected questions 

are simply _____ and _____?      

A. The idea of Jesus eating with tax collectors and 

other sinners just irritates the Pharisees to no end 

and so they ask "Why does he eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?"  

B. Even though the question asked by the Pharisees 

begins with “Why” this is actually the "who" 

question and the answer is _________.    

C. Here’s the answer to the why question – they are 

connected: Jesus answers, "Those who are well 

have no _______ of a physician, but those who are 

______; I have come to call not the righteous but 

sinners."  

D. Jesus wasn’t looking to put together a band of 

____________ who have it all together; or even 

appear to have it all together.  

III. There are two things we need to know if we want to 

________ people with the love of Christ.   

                                                 
*Mark 2:1-12 

 



A. We will need to ______ some burdens and 

_______ some rules.   

B. We can’t just do “drive by” _______________. 

1. Bearing the burdens of others means when 

someone is hurting, you ________, when 

they’re sick you bring a meal, if they’re having 

a baby you’re at the ___________.   

2. Then you earn the right to be heard and for 

them to listen about your _______. 

C. Let’s talk breaking rules. What did the four men do 

in order to get the paralyzed man in front of 

_______? 

1. They ____ __ ______ through the roof of the 

house!  

2. Do you know what those roofs are made of?  

Mud and thatch sure, but they also mixed in 

some ___________ into making the roof. 

IV. So here’s the question: What would _____ do, short of 

sin, to reach people for Jesus Christ? 

A. Once the church was the cultural epicenter of 

_____________.  Now we’re sort of surprised 

when the church is ___________.  

B. We’ve delegated innovation to________, handed 

off creativity to ______________ and allowed the 

government to meet the needs of the poor and we 

surrendered relationships to Facebook, Instagram, 

Twitter and Tik Tok. 

C. We need to stop worrying about ________ to 

church and start _______ the church! 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, October 26 
Read Mark 2:13-17.  The message began with some discussion  

about mission statements, slogans and campaigns. The Mission 

Statement of the United Methodist Church, that is, the entire 

world-wide denomination is, "The mission of the church is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world." Our Mission Statement here at Central United Methodist 

Church is “Connecting with God. Connecting with others. 

Changing our world with the love of Christ.” 
 

For today, think about the value of mission statements.  Do they 

really offer any direction or inspiration to you?  What words 

inspire you or connect you to a specific need.  Write your thoughts 

here.  

 

  

Tuesday, October 27 

Read Mark 2:13-17.  This passage inspires two very simple 

questions, “who” and “why?”  The Pharisees asked why Jesus ate 

with sinners and even though their question begins with “why,” 

the answer to the “who” was revealed and it’s sinners.  The 

answer to the “why” question is because of their need.  To be 

clear, Jesus didn’t come to affirm the righteous and give them a 

pat on the back; rather, he came for the sin sick and needy souls of 

the world.  It is recognizing our own sinfulness that we recognize 

our need for Jesus the Christ.  But as we become “recovering 

sinners” then we should seek to contribute to the effort of reaching 

others for Jesus.   Contemplate Jesus’ purpose and target audience 

and what you might do to make connections between Jesus and 

those he came to forgive, heal and love.  Write your thoughts here.         

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 28 
Read Mark 2:1-12.  There two things we need to do in order to 

bring people to Jesus.  First, we must bear a burden.  In the 

scripture for today, four men carry a paralytic man to Jesus.  

Finding no easy way into the home, they take the man up to the 

roof, dig a hole through the roof and lower the man to Jesus’ feet. 


