
invitation to view others as our brothers and sisters, they we may 

embark on a journey of care for those we know best and love 

most.  We move from the dysfunctional pitfalls of family life to 

the foundational view of others as created in God’s image along 

with ourselves.  We move toward healthy views of others and how 

we can love them in appropriate and relation-affirming ways.  

Beginning with your family, who do you see as your “neighbors?”  

Write your thoughts here asking God to expand your 

understanding of those you should care for.       

 

 

 

Thursday, July 23 
Read Luke 6:27-36.  The second way we can view God’s 

invitation to be responsible for others it to consider our 

responsibilities toward our enemies.  Many of us might recoil at 

the thought of having enemies; the word enemies might seem too 

strong a word to describe another person in your life.  Jesus, in 

offering instruction on loving our enemies assumes we have 

enemies.   
 

Perhaps we need a deeper understanding of enemies; perhaps 

those who are different from us, who may not have our best 

interests at heart or work toward opposing goals from ours.  No 

matter how you define “enemies” we are to bear a responsibility 

for them.  Meditate on these thoughts and write you reaction here.      

 

 

 

Friday, July 24 

Pastor Trevor Hudson in his book, Questions God Asks Us, that 

God “invites us to recognize our responsibility toward the wider 

worlds.  You may feel totally overwhelmed by this challenge.” 

(Page 32)  We often spout platitudes about “loving everyone” or 

“respecting all people.”  While that may be our ultimate goal, it 

begins with what we talked about on Wednesday, bearing 

responsibility for our neighbors.  It’s a progression toward 

embracing God’s love for all humanity.  May we labor toward that 

goal beginning with those we know best and love most!    

Message Notes – July 19, 2020 
 

Questions from God – Where Is Your 

Brother?
*
 

 

I. Sibling rivalry is the ________________ between 

siblings especially for the attention, affection, and 

approval of their parents. 

A. Most family rivalries tend to _____________. 

B. Because the Bible is based in ___________, sibling 

rivalry is referred to a lot in Scripture. 

C. Perhaps the most ____________ story of sibling 

rivalry in the Bible is the story of Cain and Abel. 

1. “Cain” means “____________.” 

2. “Abel” means “______________” and 

“nothingness.” 

 

II. Sibling rivalry is not just about receiving the attention 

of parents but involved the favor of _____. 

A. Cain is a tiller of the __________ while Abel is a 

keeper of the ________. 

1. Notice the ________ of Abel’s offering in 

comparison to the absence of _______ about 

what Cain offered to the Lord. 

2. The later development of Hebrew culture tells 

us that it is not the type of offering that matters 

but that the offering is the _____ of what is 

produced. 

B. Cain is obviously disappointed with God’s 

___________ to his offering. 

1. Cain becomes _______. 

2. God warns Cain that “_____ is lurking at the 

door.” (Verse 7) 

3. That sin that lurked at the door led to Cain’s 

________ increasing and he killed his brother. 

                                                 
*
Genesis 4:1-12 



III. In this message series on Questions from God, last 

week we considered the question, “________are you?”  

Today we’re looking at the question, “_________ is 

your brother?” 

A. Cain responds with the well-known response – a 

question itself – Am I my brother’s ________?” 

1. God’s response is a resounding _____! 

2. God’s “question ___________ us to consider 

our responsibility toward one another from at 

least three different angles.” 

B. First of all, God’ question invites us to recognize 

our responsibility toward our _____________. 

 
C. The second angle from which we can consider 

God’s question is to recognize our responsibility 

toward our ____________.    

 
D. Third and finally, God question invites us to 

recognize our responsibility to the _______  

_________. 

   
E. This question from God gives us the opportunity 

respond to the ______ to think of others as our 

brothers and sisters. 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, July 20 
The scripture for the message yesterday (Genesis 4:1-12) was 

about the sibling rivalry between Cain and Abel.  The very first 

family of humanity demonstrates a rivalry that results in murder!  

There is a lot of dysfunction in our scripture from Cain and Abel 

to the drunkenness of Noah (Genesis 9) to the fighting between 

Jacob and Esau over their birthrights (Genesis 25-27), to King 

David’s adultery (II Samuel 11).  The Bible is full of 

dysfunctional people and families!   
 

Perhaps these dysfunctions are prevalent in our scriptures as a 

means of pointing out the vulnerabilities inherent in family life, 

therefore lifting up the importance of families.  If awareness is the 

first step in addressing any issue, then our scriptures are making 

us aware of our vulnerabilities and our inclination to sin, to 

separate ourselves from God and others.  Think about the issues of 

family dysfunction and write your thoughts here.  Pray that God 

will provide wisdom and guidance for you and your family.      

 

 
 

Tuesday, July 21 

Read Genesis 4:1-12.  Focus on verses 6 and 7.  God warns Cain 

about sin that is “lurking at the door.”  We often view sin in 

simple terms of doing something wrong or bad when the focus on 

sin should be what it does to relationships and to our very souls.  

It has been suggested that sin is an acrostic for “Soul In Need.”  

The words that God shares with Cain are not focused on any 

actions but on Cain’s thoughts – his anger.  God’s counsel is to 

master his sin; to control it before it leads to regrettable actions.   
 

What is your view of sin?  How has sin separated you from God 

and others?  How has it separated you from your true self? 

Meditate on these questions and write your thoughts here.   

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, July 22 
Read Genesis 4:1-12 focusing on the exchange between Cain and 

God.  The question from God leads to an understanding that Cain 

should have concern for his brother.  Cain’s quip about being his 

brother’s keeper indicates his disdain for his brother and his 

refusal to take any responsibility for Abel.  
 

If we view God’s inquiry “Where is your brother?” as an  


