
all martyred for their faith as they went to the corners of the earth 

to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Christians through the 

centuries have given their lives in service to Christ and Christ’s 

church.  “Idle” has never been an accurate description of God’s 

people.  What are your thoughts? 

 

 

Thursday, April 16 
Read Luke 24:1-12 once again. The narrative of Jesus’ 

resurrection can also be found in Matthew 28:1-20, Mark 16:1-16 

and John 20:1-18.  There are many interpretations of Jesus’ 

resurrection.  What actually happened may be debated for the rest 

of time; some believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus’ earthly 

body while others argue that Jesus’ resurrection was symbolic and 

spiritual and represents the hope of Jesus’ followers add that hope 

leads Jesus’ followers to lead loving lives and to be a service to 

humanity.  What are your thoughts about the actual resurrection of 

Jesus the Christ?  How is Jesus’ resurrection important to your 

faith and relationship with God and others?  Write your responses 

here.           

 

 

 

Friday, April 17 

Read Galatians 2:15-20.  Roman Catholic priest and wonderful 

author of spiritual writings, Richard Rohr writes, “Resurrection is 

not an isolated miracle as much as it is an enduring relationship. 

His resurrection is not so much a miracle that we can argue about, 

believe or disbelieve, but an invitation to look deeper at the 

pattern of death and rising in all that is human.”  Whatever one 

believes about the resurrection of Jesus, it is how that resurrection 

is lived in our lives that matters; to the point of believing that it is 

no longer we who live but Christ who lives in us.  How do you 

live a resurrection life?  How is Christ living through you?  Write 

your response here.   

 

Message Notes – April 12, 2020 
 

A Not So Idle Tale
*
 

 

I. Many of you may not have known Sharon’s tale of 

being dead according to the _____. 

A. Mark Twain came up with the brilliant “The report 

of my death was an ______________” quote while 

commenting on the rumors of his death in 1897. 

B. Probably one of the most famous exaggerations of 

one’s death was Sir Paul McCartney’s reported 

__________ in 1969. 

 

II. When it comes to ________, the rumors of his death 

were not exaggerated.  

A. I don’t think those women or anyone else 

wondered whether Jesus was dead. 

B. People during Jesus’ time knew what _______ 

looked like and Jesus was ______.  

C. Having prepared the spices and oils to anoint 

Jesus’ body, the women went to prepare Jesus body 

for ________ burial.  

1. As they walked to the tomb with those spices, 

they were expecting ________, not ______. 

2. Two men in dazzling clothes suddenly 

appeared beside the women and the 

women were ___________. 

3. The men went on to explain that Jesus told 

them that he would be crucified and on the 

third day ________. 

4. “Was Jesus dead now?” those women must 

have ______________. 

D. ______ takes the time to identify the women by 

name. 

E. ______ also writes in verse 11, “But these words  
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seemed to them an _____  ______, and they did not 

believe them.”  

III. “An idle tale” implies that what is being said is 

________  __________.  It also hints at the 

inclinations of the person using the phrase.  

A. Those followers of Jesus were anything but _____.  

B. The message and ministry of those first followers 

of Christ led to a world-wide _______________ 

based on the idea that Jesus was and is alive! 

IV. Resurrection is at the core of our faith and how we 

believe the _______ works; it’s a lifestyle and 

resurrection is our __________ and __________.  

A. Richard Rohr writes, “Resurrection is not an 

_____________ miracle as much as it is an 

___________ relationship. 

B. If ever there existed a message that needs to be 

heard today, it’s that we are _________________ 

people!   

1. The church isn’t ________ – our beautiful 

building is sort of moth-balled 

2. The church is not closed; not as long as you 

and I draw __________. 

3. Jesus was alive and is alive as long you and I 

are open to __________a resurrection faith 

because that’s just the way God intends the 

world to be! 

Daily Meditations and Study Guide  
The following is a daily meditation and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, April 13 
The message began with a story of one of our parishioners being 

told by the IRS that she was deceased.  Pastor Jack then shared the 

names of many celebrities who have been reported dead.  Have 

you heard of some of these erroneous reports?  How do you think 

you would respond in such a situation?  Would you be calm?  

Would you be angry?  Any rumor is difficult to dispel, but it 

would be particularly frustrating when you – alive and breathing – 

is the proof against a rumor of your death.  Contemplate this 

unusual situation and write some thoughts here.    

 

  
 

Tuesday, April 14 

Read Luke 23:33-56.  The Biblical story of Jesus’ torture and 

crucifixion is brutal in detail especially when combined with 

knowledge of the practices of Jesus’ time.  There is little chance 

of any person surviving such treatment.  Still, many to this day 

would suggest that Jesus fainted into a deep sleep or otherwise 

was not really dead.  The fact that Jesus was in the tomb for three 

days is a detail that demonstrates further that Jesus was truly dead.   
 

Death is never easy to deal with and during these days of Covid-

19 it is specifically difficult to fathom and frustrating to accept.  

Think for a moment about your own mortality.  Think also about 

those you’ve lost to death.  Whether one has lived a long time or 

lived a short life, death is difficult to talk about, process and 

accept.  What thoughts and fears, beliefs and hopes cross your 

mind when you think about death?  Prayerfully consider these 

questions and record your thoughts here.      

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, April 15 
Read Luke 24:1-12.  Verse 11 tells us that the disciples considered 

the witness of the women who went to the tomb to prepare Jesus’ 

body for final burial “an idle tale.”  Pastor Jack shared one 

definition of “an idle tale” as “utter nonsense.”  What do you think 

of when you hear the words “an idle tale?”  Do you think of an 

idle tale as lies, misinformation or delusional ramblings?   Jot 

down a few ideas here.  
 

Now consider the word “idle.”  There was nothing idle about 

those first followers of Jesus.  He original disciples of Jesus were 


