
Choccolocco Creek, courtesy of Jamie O’Rear/Floating Fun

We speak for the river and 
the people who rely on it 

for food and fun.



Our Work
● Founded in 2010, our mission is to protect, 

restore, and promote the Coosa River and its 
tributaries in Alabama. 

● We are supported by over 1000 dues paying 
members

● We patrol the waters, educate the public, and 
advocate for the river and the people who use 
it.

● Only citizen-based 501(c)3 non-profit working 
in exclusively the Middle and Lower Coosa 
Basin. 

● We fight for swimmable, fishable, and 
drinkable Coosa River by focusing on “right to 
know issues and Clean Water Act 
enforcement. 



The Uses (and Abuses) of Choccolocco Creek 
● Choccolocco Creek is heavily used for recreation 

despite its listing on ADEM’s 303d list for pathogens, 
PCBs in the sediment, and mercury air deposition

● Use Classification of the waterbodies range from Fish 
& Wildlife, Swimming 

● Sanitary Sewer Overflows:
○ The Water Works and Sewer Board of Anniston: 

26 events, ranging 15 to 300,000 gallons
○ Oxford Tull C Allen Waste Water Treatment Plant: 

7 events, ranging <1,000 to 100,000 gallons
● The creek is known for its strong striped bass fishery 

and home to multiple professional fishing guides 
despite being a “DO NOT EAT ANY” waterbody

● There are two popular businesses that get families 
into the creek: a tubing business (Floating Fun) and 
kayak rental business (Choccolocco Kayak)

Top Left, Top Right, & Bottom Right: 
courtesy of Choccolocco Creek Outfitters. 
Bottom Left: courtesy of Keith Mitchell



Pictures courtesy of Ginny Harland, Brandi Thornburg, Jamie O’Rear/Floating Fun, and Choccolocco Kayak



The Uses (and Abuses) of Logan Martin Lake
● Logan Martin, the “Lake of a Thousand Coves,” was completed in 1964 by Alabama Power Company. 

● The lake is densely populated with both full-time and part-time residents. It is a popular place to be 
year-round, even during the drawdown, for boating, fishing, skiing, and swimming. 

● Logan Martin Lake is on ADEM’s 2020 303d list for pathogens and PCBs in the sediment (since 
1998). ~14,109.24 acres of the 15,263 acres of Logan Martin Lake are impaired for PCBs 

● Use Classification of the waterbodies range from Fish & Wildlife, Swimming, Public Water Supply

● Economic Impact of the reservoir is evident through bass fishing tournaments weekly, increase in 
lodging taxes while the lake is at full pool, and over nine boat ramps and marinas.

● There are 13 advisories on Logan Martin Lake (including the do not eat any advisory on 
Choccolocco) ALL for PCB contamination found in fish tissue for largemouth, channel catfish, and 
spotted bass. 

Photo Courtesy of Cahaba Riverkeeper



Economic Impact 

● The Black Jacket Symphony played a socially-distant show on Logan Martin Lake
● Logan Martin Lake is home to Joey Nania Fishing, Shane Ellis Fish Guide, & Chris Jackson 

Fishing, all of whom charter fishing trips for tourists and locals. 
● According to a creel survey by Alabama Bass Trail in 2018, a single two-day bass 

tournament on Logan Martin Lake brought in over $70,000 in economic activity.
● Logan Martin LakeFest is an annual event that draws thousands of boat enthusiasts 

Photo courtesy of City of Pell City



History of PCBs in the Coosa Valley
● Anniston is the first place in the U.S. polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) were ever commercially 

manufactured 
● During the 40 years of commercial PCB manufacturing in Anniston, tens of thousands of 

pounds of PCBs were discharged into nearby creeks, ditches, and buried in landfills 
● There is clear evidence linking PCBs to causing cancer, reproductive issues, suppressed 

immune systems, and neurological deficiencies.
● Studies show that the types of PCB compounds that bioaccumulate in sediment, fish, and 

other animals are the most carcinogenic 
● Decades later and many family meals later, Choccolocco Creek is still heavily used for 

kayaking, tubing, fishing, and boating despite it’s legacy pollution

46.4% of fishers we surveyed have fished on the Coosa and its creeks for 20+ 
years. Imagine how many fish frys you can enjoy over that period of time!

Choccolocco Creek, photo courtesy of Choccolocco Creek Outfitters



Current State of AL Fish Consumption Advisories
Coosa River = total of 35 fish consumption advisories
● 82.8% are caused by PCBs

Choccolocco Creek = “Do Not Eat Any” Waterbody, last tested on 12/01/16. 
● Only 1 sampling site for whole creek = Co Rd 399 Crossing.
● Total of 12 fish collected of 3 different species. All less than 3 lbs.

○ Fish tested individually, highest total PCBs = 3.04ppm

In Alabama, there is NO ‘right to know’ law that requires our state agencies to post fish 
consumption advisory signs at public access points. Currently, they publish a 30+ page document 
online, send out a press release, and that is the extent of their effort. 

20% of fishers on the Coosa are fishing for subsistence. 35% claim to 
understand how to reduce their exposure to PCBs in the fish.

Choccolocco Creek, courtesy of Choccolocco Kayak



Fish Consumption Advisory Program Failures
● Signage is NOT required, only a handful are posted at all by 

ADPH.
● The fish tissue testing frequency, methodology, and education is 

inadequate.
● Currently only available online (30+ pages) & in English. According 

to the latest census, 22% of Alabamians do not have internet 
access at home & 15% are functionally illiterate. 

● Regardless of any fish tissue testing conducted by the EPA, the 
public is left to fish for answers to determine where they can 
catch their dinner. 

● In addition, our state agencies fail to provide adequate public 
notification about the fish consumption advisories and health 
effects of PCBs. Photo courtesy of Justin Wilson

We believe that the corporation that caused this legacy pollution should be 
responsible for supplementing our state agencies’ efforts educate the public about 

the health impacts of PCBs on public health and fish consumption. 



Per the OU4 RAO technical memorandum, “An IC for fish 
consumption would be supported through a combination of 
informational devices, including public notices, educational outreach 
programs, signage or applications designed for use on mobile smart 
phones.“

Conclusions: The use of current fish consumption advisories 
conducted by our State as an institutional control to warn the 
public about PCBs is not adequate and largely ineffective due 
to the information only being found online, no signs, and no 
apps.

Permanent signage is necessary to overcome language and 
literacy barriers at public sites are necessary along 
Choccolocco Creek and Logan Martin Lake, where PCBs 
contamination accounts for the majority of fish consumption 
advisories. 

We Advocate for Better 
Institutional Controls

Photo courtesy of Coosa Riverkeeper



 Soil Remediation is a MUST
● Sediment is one of the leading pollutants of Alabama’s waterways due to swift 

erosion and heavy rain events

● Sediment should not be capped, covered with clean silt, rendered inert, or stabilized. 

● Your selected remedy “is intended to be protective of human health and the 
environment, maintain protection over time, and minimize untreated waste”

● The way the community uses the waterbodies, use classification by the State, and 
impairment status demonstrates how essential full soil remediation is for public 
health in the short and long-term

To improve water quality, fish consumption advisories, and public health the 
contaminated soil must be fully removed and remediated.

Photo courtesy of Choccolocco Kayak



Other PCB Remediation 
Efforts & Successes

● HUDSON RIVER: During PCB remediation on the Hudson River (over 
250 river miles), fish tissue concentrations of PCBs rose temporarily but 
have now fallen well below their levels prior to remediation, according to 
the Hudson Riverkeeper and their legal counsel. They have fish 
consumption advisory signage on their river in multiple languages and 
imagery.

● NEW BEDFORD HARBOR: During PCB remediation in New Bedford 
Harbor, the EPA performed air monitoring during active cleanup to 
confirm that the dredging, de-sanding, de-watering or water treatment 
operations do not cause elevated levels of airborne PCBs  that could pose 
an additional risk to public health. This should be conducted throughout 
the entirety of Choccolocco Creek as well.

● ASHTABULA RIVER: After the community demonstrated how the 
river was used for recreation and subsistence fishing, the use classification 
of the river changed which benefited public health greatly.  It changed the 
clean-up from navigational to environmental clean-up. Photos courtesy of Jamie O’Rear/Floating Fun



Our Recommendation: Full Remediation of PCBs
● Full remediation should include decades of future PCB testing and monitoring for Choccolocco Creek.  

Long term monitoring should include continuing analysis of air, water, soil, and fish tissues for PCBs.
○ Methylmercury should also be included in monitoring as it was commonly produced with PCBs.

● Institutional controls should be implemented prior to remediation and EPA should continue monitoring 
the efficacy of institutional controls well after remediation is completed.

● PCB laden sediments should be treated, not simply disposed of. The sediment should be moved out of 
the Coosa River basin to a hazardous waste landfill, not left on site or at the polluting facility. 

● Dewatering of sediment should be sent to an accredited facility with high compliance to state and 
federal standards. 

● We want to address the amount of PCB-ladened sediment that will be left on the banks following 
remediation regardless of percentage in case contamination might be underestimated.

Why should local landowners, municipalities, and families suffer in the near, 
short, and long-term to cater to the cost-effectiveness of full sediment 

remediation of a known carcinogen? 



Concerns/ Questions for CSTAG
● When is the best time of the year for dredging? 
● What is the impact of the drawdown on this process? 
● Will EPA be conducting testing for airborne PCBs around 

Choccolocco? Air/water/soil sampling is much more concrete 
than fish tissue testing.

● What are the best examples you can provide for good 
institutional control practices for fish consumption advisories? 

● When is there going to be a TMDL set for PCBs on Choccolocco 
Creek?  

● Will EPA’s sampling and analysis be publicly available? Will you 
share fish tissue data with ADEM/ADPH? 

● Will sediments removed from the Anniston PCB Site be treated 
or destroyed? 

● Will de-watering effluent be treated before discharge back into 
the system? Will EPA ensure the treatment facility is compliant? 

● What about Lay Lake’s impairment, fish consumption advisories 
related to PCBs in the sediment load? 

Choccolocco Creek, Photo 
courtesy of Ginny Harland



We speak on behalf of this river & for the 
thousands of people who enjoy Choccolocco 

Creek & Logan Martin Lake. 

Choccolocco Creek, courtesy of Choccolocco Creek Watershed


