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Issue 20:  Summer 2020 
★ Get the Skinny on Swim Guide 2020
★ Our Work to Protect Fishermen
★ Meet Our Fish Guide Coordinator
★ Update from Your Riverkeeper 
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Get the Skinny on Swim Guide 2020
In these uncertain times while families are practicing social distancing, many are 
making memories on the Coosa! Our team has written and adopted protocol to 
ensure the health and safety of our staff, interns, and fellow river rats during the 
current pandemic. This year, we’re testing water quality weekly at 30 sites from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day through our Swim Guide program. 

Neely Henry Lake & Tributaries: 
• Little Canoe Creek
• Big Canoe Creek- Ashville
• Big Wills Creek
• Black Creek Walking Trail
• Hokes Bluff Mill Pond
• Jack L Ray Park
• Lake Gadsden
• Rainbow Landing
• Ten Islands Park
Logan Martin Lake & Tributaries:
• Seddon Point
• Pell City Lakeside Park
• Lake Shore
• Clear Creek Slough
• Cropwell Branch
• Middle Choccolocco 
• Choccolocco Creek Outfitters
• Coldwater Creek Memorial Park
• Lower Choccolocco Creek
• Griffit Bend 
• Logan Martin Dam Park 
Lay Lake & Tributaries:
• Shelby Shores
• Paradise Point
• Kate’s Branch
• Bulley Creek
• Lay Dam Boat Ramp
Lake Mitchell & Tributaries:
• Hatchet Creek
• Higgins Ferry Park
Lake Jordan & Tailwater :
• Bonner’s Point
• Weoka Slough
• Wetumpka
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FIND THE DATA: 
Visit our Site!

CoosaRiver.org/SwimGuide

Get the App! 
Waterkeeper Swim 

Guide app 

Follow us!

Get Text/Email Alerts!
TinyUr l .com/

CoosaSwimGuide

Our water quality data is brought to you by…

Example of our Water Reporter 
map with all of the sites we test 
for E.coli and other parameters!
CoosaRiver.org/SwimGuide
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The Alabama Department of Public Health issues fish consumption 
advisories for specific fish species on specific sections of waterways 

throughout Alabama.  As of 2019, every river in the state has at 
least one fish consumption advisory…

REEL BIG NEWS FOR THIS PROGRAM:
1.  We hired our first Fish Guide Coordinator through AmeriCorps VISTA!
2.  Southern Exposure, a southern documentary film fellowship, selected our 
Fish Guide program as the subject for a short film this summer. 
3. We are surveying anglers this summer to better understand fishing habits, 
knowledge of contaminants & fish consumption advisories on the Coosa.

What is a fish consumption advisory? Fish consumption advisories are 
recommendations by the Alabama Department of Public Health to limit 
consumption of certain types of fish on our waterways because of the 
presence of known contaminants in fish tissue.  If a water body or species of 
fish is not listed in an advisory that could mean: it was not sampled that year, 
that there is not enough data available to issue an advisory, or that the water 
body is privately owned. . . this doesn’t necessarily mean that the fish is safe to 
eat. It is not illegal to eat fish that are listed with a fish consumption advisory.

Who are at-risk groups for these advisories? At-risk groups are 
people who might be more susceptible to adverse health effects from 
contaminants and should pay close attention to fish consumption advisories. 
These at-risk groups include two main groups: women and children. Women 
who are nursing, pregnant, or trying to conceive are considered a high risk 
group. Children under the age of 14 (including infants and unborn children) are 
also considered a high risk group. 

Why the concern and need for advisories? We need to be 
concerned about fish consumption advisories because eating fish with 
some of these known contaminants will cause long-term health effects. 
Advisories are necessary to educate the public about which fish are 
safe (or not) to eat. Methylmercury & PCBs are found in fish tissue 
from the Coosa and may cause serious health issues. 

Our  Work  to  Protec t  F i shermen  &  Fami l i e s
Fish Consumption Advisories

We have an interactive map and free statewide hotline so you 
can easi ly access your local f ish consumption advisories. 
Call (844) 219-RISK or visit CoosaRiver.org/FishGuide

Livewell Care 101
How to maintain your live well can make a huge difference in keeping your 

catch healthy to release back into to the lake after a long day of fishing! 
Make sure your livewell is clean and full of cool water before dropping your 

line. Keep your aerators running when water is over 70 degrees and consider 
adding some ice to your livewell. Don’t overcrowd fish in your live well or 

they will stress faster. Periodically wash your livewell with aquatic safe 
antibacterial soap to remove any slime or lake gunk. 

How to Properly 
Handle Your Catch

Grasp the lower jaw and hold the fish 
vertically. Larger bass should be held 

with one hand on the lower jaw and the 
other hand supporting the weight under 

that big ole belly. 

DO NOT hold the bass by the lower 
jaw horizontally with one hand to avoid 

unnecessary injury to the fish’s jaw!

How to Report Pollution
Help us keep OUR river and its fish healthy! Folks who fish on the Coosa 

play a vital role in protecting the health of the Coosa! Because you are on the 
water so much, please help us report pollution, fish kills, spraying grasses, 

overfishing, and other fishy situations that just don’t seem right.
Take p ictures!  Repor t pol lut ion to us at

 CoosaRiver.org/Repor t-Pol lut ion, ca l l  (205) 981-6565
or emai l  in fo@coosar iver.org.
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During these crazy times more and more people are going out to the river 
seeking good times and much needed respite. More folks on the river means 
more sets of eyes and ears paying attention to fishy stuff that’s happening on 
the Coosa. Here is a brief update from Steven, our Staff Riverkeeper, with 
what’s been going on in the Riverkeeper Patrol Program:

Citizen Complaints
We received over 40 citizen 
complaints since the beginning of 
March!  The range of issues brought 
to our attention include: sewer 
overflows, suspicious looking 
discharges, septage and biosolids 
applications, construction 
stormwater runoff, and even cars 
flying into the river! While I go out 
and physically investigate some of 
these things myself we also give folks  
the resources they need to take 
matters into their own hands.

Coosa River Express Shot Down
The proposed Coosa River Express was an ill-conceived plan that proposed to 
construct a toll bridge over Lay Lake. This toll bridge would have made huge 
negative impact on the lake and all the folks and critters that rely on it. We are 
so grateful the Shelby County Commission voted NO for the proposal to 
construct the toll bridge in late March. This was a huge victory for the river 
and a success story in grassroots organizing efforts in the area. 

Update on Gaston Steam Plant Permit 
In January, we attended the ADEM public meeting about the renewal of the 
Gaston Steam Plant NPDES permit. In addition to voicing our concerns and 
critiques of the permit, many organizations and individuals submitted 
comments with legitimate scientific and legal critiques. Unfortunately, all 
concerns about the permit fell on deaf ears at ADEM, but we aren’t giving 
up! Everyone stay tuned- there will be an even more important opportunity to 
speak up soon about the coal ash pond. 

Victoria grew up on the Mississippi Gulf Coast where she got to enjoy the 
swampy marshes of the Pascagoula and Escatawpa Rivers as well as the salty 
Mississippi Sound where her family swears she could swim before she could 
walk, and she would later became a lifeguard and swim instructor. 

In May of 2020, she graduated cum laude from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham with a B.S. in Public Health. She also earned a minor in Chemistry 
and Distinguished Honors for completing the personalized honors college 
pathway. While in undergrad, she developed a passion for preserving our 
natural resources and a belief in the power of volunteerism and service. 
Through UAB Service-Learning, she volunteered with the Coosa Riverkeeper 
in the fall of 2019 and began fostering a love for the Coosa River.
 
She returns to us now as the Fish Guide Coordinator through the 
AmeriCorps VISTA program and will be managing the 2020 Fish Guide 
Program! Victoria feels most at home on the water and can’t wait until she is 
as familiar with the Coosa River as the waterways she was raised on. She is 
happiest when enjoying the water with friends or teaching others how to 
safely enjoy it. 

R i v e r ke e p e r  U p d a t eN e w  F i s h  G u i d e  S t a f f

Staff Riverkeeper responding to a citizen complaint 
by taking a bacteria sample. 


