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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

---------------------------------------------------------x 

IN RE TERRORIST ATTACKS ON    Civil Action No. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001      03 MDL 1570 (GBD) 

---------------------------------------------------------x 

FIONA HAVLISH, in her own right  :     

and as Executrix of the ESTATE OF  : 

DONALD G. HAVLISH, JR., Deceased, et al., :    

:   

   Plaintiffs,   : 

v.       :  

       : 

USAMA BIN LADEN,    : 

       : CIVIL ACTION NO. 03-CV-9848 - RCC 

AL-QAEDA/ISLAMIC ARMY,   : Case Transferred from the United States 

an unincorporated association, et al.  : District Court for the District of Columbia 

      : Case Number    1:02CV00305 

FOREIGN STATE DEFENDANTS,  :   

: 

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN,  : 

ALI AKBAR HASHEMI RAFSANJANI : 

Previously Identified and Served as   : 

Unidentified Terrorist 1,    : 

       : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF    : 

INFORMATION AND SECURITY,  :            AFFIDAVIT 

       :         OF 

THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY   :   DR. RONEN BERGMAN 

GUARD CORPS,     :   

       :      

HIZBALLAH,      : 

an unincorporated association,   : 

       : 

THE IRANIAN MINISTRY   : 

OF PETROLEUM,    : 

       : 

THE NATIONAL IRANIAN   : 

TANKER CORPORATION   :  

Previously identified as Unidentified Terrorist 2, : 

       : 
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THE NATIONAL IRANIAN   : 

OIL CORPORATION,    : 

       : 

THE NATIONAL IRANIAN   : 

GAS COMPANY     : 

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 4,: 

       : 

IRAN AIRLINES     : 

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 5,: 

       : 

THE NATIONAL IRANIAN   : 

PETROCHEMICAL COMPANY  : 

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 6,: 

       : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF    : 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF    : 

COMMERCE,     : 

       : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE  : 

AND ARMED FORCES LOGISTICS,  : 

       : 

THE CENTRAL BANK OF THE   : 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, et al.  :  

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 7,: 

       : 

          Defendants.  : 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Affidavit of Dr. Ronen Bergman 
 

 I,Dr. Ronen Bergman, being duly sworn, do hereby swear and affirm under penalty of 

perjury that the contents of this Affidavit are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge, information, and belief.  Similarly, I have read the allegations contained in 

the Havlish Third Amended Complaint, and I believe they are true and correct to the 

best of my knowledge, information, and belief.   
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1. My name is Ronen Bergman.  I am an adult citizen of the State of Israel and reside in Tel 

Aviv.  I also have Polish citizenship. 

2. I received an LLB from Haifa University in 1997, graduating cum laude.  I have been a 

member of the Israeli Bar Association since 1998. 

3. I hold two other advanced degrees: an MPhil. in International Relations and a PhD in 

History, both from Cambridge University, England. 

4. Between 1990 and 1993, I served in the Israel Defense Forces ("IDF") in the intelligence 

unit of the Criminal Investigation Department ("CID"), and I continue serving as a 

reservist in the unit to this day.   

5. I am a senior political and military analyst for Yedioth Ahronoth, Israel‟s largest 

circulation daily newspaper. 

6. Over the past 16 years, I have developed close professional contacts with senior military 

and intelligence officials in Israel, as well as with senior intelligence officials in the 

United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Egypt, Argentina, Canada, and 

Bosnia. 

7. In my capacity as  an expert on international intelligence, especially the Mossad and 

terrorism, I have, over the past 16 years, conducted extensive interviews, some spanning 

the course of several days, with many former Iranian intelligence and military personnel, 

both high-ranking individuals and field operatives, as well as with former political figures 

and political opponents of the Iranian regime. 
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8. I am one of the very few journalists to have been invited to embed in elite Israeli military 

units on commando, intelligence-gathering and anti-terror operations.  I have also 

covered directly the military conflict between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon in 2006 

and Operation “Cast Lead” in Gaza in 2008. 

9. I am generally considered one of the principal experts on the Israeli intelligence 

community's assessment of Iran in general, and Iran‟s nuclear program and the Iranian 

support of foreign terrorist organizations in particular, both of which are issues that the 

Israeli intelligence services have in the past decade devoted more time and energy to than 

any other issue. 

10. I make this affidavit on the basis of intensive research, including review of thousands of 

documents, including intelligence material gathered by Israel, the United States, France, 

the United Kingdom, Egypt, Jordan and Germany, as well as interviews I conducted with 

hundreds of people, including top officials in the intelligence and military services of 

Israel and some of the other countries cited above.  This affidavit thus results from my 

detailed study of the subject matter of world terrorism, which has been my life‟s work for 

the past 17 years.  Many of the assertions in this affidavit are contained in a book I 

authored, published originally in Israel under the title Nekudat Ha-al Khazor (Point of No 

Return) in 2007 and an updated version in the United States by the Simon & Schuster \ 

Free Press in September 2008 under the title The Secret War with Iran.  Xxxxxxxxxxx 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

11. I have written and published (in Hebrew) four books on military- and intelligence-related 

issues. All four books have received extremely favorable reviews, and all have topped the 

non-fiction best-seller lists in Israel.   

12. I have published dozens of articles dealing with the subject of terrorism as well as 

military, intelligence, espionage, international affairs, law, and history.  In addition to the 

Israeli print journalism media, my articles have been published in The New York Times, 

the Wall Street Journal and in the journal Foreign Affairs, as well as in The Times and the 

Guardian in England, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and the Sueddeutsche Zeitung 

in Germany, and the Neue Zueriche Zeitung in Switzerland.  I have been interviewed 

regarding my work by several newspapers in the U.S. and Europe.   

13. I have lectured widely on issues pertaining to international terrorism at universities, 

including Princeton, Yale, Columbia, NYU, Oxford, and Cambridge, at military and 

intelligence academies, including West Point Military Academy, and many others 

forums.   

14. I appear regularly on Israeli television as co-anchor of a prestigious news and current 

affairs magazine show (broadcast by the Israeli equivalent of PBS), and have appeared on 

news programming on television and radio in the U.S. and the U.K.  I have also made 

numerous appearances on Al-Jazeera. 
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15. For additional expert qualifications, including details on the qualifications mentioned 

above, please see Exhibit A, attached hereto. 

Affidavit Summary 

16. Based on all of the above-mentioned sources and my analysis of all the materials I have 

seen and all the interviews I have conducted, it is my expert opinion that the Islamic 

Republic of Iran was, and is, a benefactor of, and provided material aid, resources, 

and support to Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda, both before and after the attacks of 

September 11, 2001, on the United States.  Further, it is my expert opinion that the 

Islamic Republic of Iran stands at the center of the rise of modern terrorism, and that Iran 

consistently supports terrorist operations against a number of targets throughout the 

world, including the United States.   The bases for my opinion are explained in this 

Affidavit. 

17. These opinions are consistent with the conclusion in the 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT, at 

pages 240-241, that Iran facilitated the travel of hijackers between Iran, Saudi Arabia, 

and Afghanistan within a year before the attacks.  This facilitation enabled the acquisition 

of important travel documents, passports, and visa and therefore, entry into the United 

States.  Additionally, my opinions are consistent with the observations, in the 9/11 

COMMISSION REPORT and elsewhere, that Iran provided a safe harbor to members of the 

al Qaeda leadership shortly after the 9/11 attacks.   
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Affidavit Contents 

18. Iran has been on the U.S. State Department‟s list of foreign state sponsors of terror ever 

since January 19, 1984.  According to the State Department, Iran was involved in 133 

terrorist operations in the nine years between 1987 and 1995 alone; many other acts of 

terrorism involving hundreds of fatalities preceded and followed this eight-year period. 

19. In its long history of terrorist violence, Iran has frequently utilized a wide range of proxy 

organizations and partners to carry out its terrorist missions, including, among others, al 

Qaeda, Hizballah, and Hamas.   

20. Iran founded the terrorist organization known as Hizballah (meaning Party of God) after 

Israel‟s 1982 invasion of Lebanon brought about the departure from that country of 

another terrorist organization, the Palestine Liberation Organization (“PLO”).  Iran 

created the new terrorist organization specifically for the purpose of Hizballah acting as 

Iran‟s terrorist and political proxy in Lebanon. Iran was hoping to recreate the success of 

Khomeini's revolution in Lebanon, with the support of the local Shiite community.   

21. Iran has also worked closely with other terrorist proxy organizations, including al Qaeda, 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad, al Jamaa al Islamiyya, the Abu Nidal Organization, Hamas, and 

many others operating in the Middle East, Sudan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Bosnia, 

and other places.   

22. Hizballah has been designated by the U.S. State Department as a “foreign terrorist 

organization,” or FTO.   
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23. Although there are now Hizballah organizations in several other Middle Eastern 

countries, its main operations have been in Lebanon, where it serves as a de facto 

government in much of that country.   

24. Hizballah has waged a campaign of terrorism and war against Israel for almost three 

decades.   

25. Hizballah was an Iranian organization from its inception.  It was created and managed by 

Iran‟s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (“IRGC”) and Iran‟s Ministry of Intelligence 

and Security (“MOIS” or “VEVAK”).  In fact, in the beginning, Hizballah did not even 

have its own leader in Lebanon (although it does now); its official leader originally was 

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khomeini.  It was run by a Shura Council, on which 

Khomeini had his own Iranian representative, Hojat al Islam Ali Akbar Mohtashemi-

Pour.   

26. One of Khomeini‟s closest associates, Mohtashemi-Pour was also appointed Iran‟s 

ambassador to Syria in 1982 and, later, Iran‟s ambassador to Sudan.  While in Syria, 

Mohtashemi-Pour controlled Hizballah‟s budget, the money for which came from Iran – 

millions of dollars every month at the rate of 100 million annually.   

27. Since the 1980‟s, Iran has funneled money and weapons to Hizballah.   

28. Iran helped Hizballah seize a training camp in the Baalbek area of Lebanon from the 

Lebanese army.  That camp, formerly called the Sheikh Abdullah Camp, is now known 

as Camp Imam Ali.  It became the headquarters of the Hizballah militia and the IRGC in 

Lebanon.  In the ensuing years, the IRGC trained Hizballah recruits at this camp in all 
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spheres of combat, sabotage, and terrorism, including bomb-making and suicide 

missions.   

29. The military leader of Hizballah was, until his death by assassination in Damascus, Syria, 

in February 2008, Imad Fayez Mughniyah.  He was on the FBI‟s Most Wanted List for 

twenty-one years.   

30. Mughniyah, a Shi‟ite Muslim, was born in southern Lebanon in 1962, and grew up in the 

slums of south Beirut.  After serving in the late 1970‟s as a bodyguard in Yasser Arafat‟s 

Fatah movement, where he underwent guerilla training, he joined al Dawa, a small 

extremist Shi‟ite organization that later was drawn into Hizballah. 

31. By the early 1980‟s, Mughniyah became affiliated with the Islamic regime in Iran.  He 

lived in Iran for many years.   

32. The authorities in the Israeli and American intelligence services believe that Imad 

Mughniyah conceived, designed, planned, commanded, and/or carried out terrorist 

operations involving hundreds of deaths, more than any other single figure in the world.  

33. In March 1983, at a meeting in Mohtashemi-Pour‟s office in Damascus, Syria, attended 

by leaders of Hizballah, including Imad Mughniyah, as well as Syrian intelligence agents, 

Mohtashemi-Pour and the other leaders decided upon a series of attacks against American 

targets with the goal of driving the U.S. out of Lebanon.  Syrian intelligence was to 

provide information about the security protection of the targets, and Imad Mughniyah 

was to carry out the attacks.   
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34. The first of these attacks occurred just two weeks later.  Mughniyah and his cadres 

attacked a U.S. Marines patrol.  Two Americans were killed.   

35. Mughniyah then planned and directed the suicide truck bombing of the United States 

Embassy in Beirut on April 18, 1983, killing 63 Americans, including most of the CIA 

staff on location and the CIA‟s Near East Bureau chief, Robert Ames. 

36. After that, Mughniyah directed the devastating suicide truck bombings of the U.S. 

Marines‟ and French paratroopers‟ barracks at the Beirut airport on October 23, 1983.  

The nearly simultaneous blasts killed 241 Marines and 58 French paratroopers.  Many 

more were injured.  Imad Mughniyah himself, according to several intelligence sources, 

watched the suicide truck bombings from a nearby rooftop.  

37. Before the attacks on the American and French barracks, the U.S. National Security 

Agency intercepted cabled messages from the Iranian Foreign Ministry to the Iranian 

Embassy in Damascus, Syria, in which the Iranian government requested that a large-

scale attack be mounted against the Americans.  The NSA also intercepted telephone 

calls from Iran‟s Revolutionary Guards in Baalbek, Lebanon, requesting from the Iranian 

Embassy in Damascus a green light for the attacks.   

38. The attacks led to the withdrawal of the allied military Multi-National Force from 

Lebanon.  Together with the evacuation of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 

from Lebanon caused by the Israeli military‟s invasion in 1982, the U.S.-led forces‟ 

withdrawal enabled Hizballah to become the dominant military and political force in  
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Lebanon, which it remains today.  Imad Mughniyah became the leading figure in 

Hizballah’s military/terrorism arm, known as Islamic Jihad.   

39. Following this, Mughniyah and his top lieutenants created a secret body within Hizballah, 

the “Special Research Apparatus,” which was behind many of Hizballah‟s most 

successful operations in the early 1990‟s.  The Special Research Apparatus was 

comprised of two to four hundred crack special forces, all trained in Iran.   

40. An internal “top-secret” Israeli Military Intelligence document, to which I have had 

access, states that “Iran is aided by Hizballah‟s operational infrastructure abroad, which is 

based mainly on Shi‟ite expatriates through the Islamic Jihad apparatus of Imad 

Mughniyah, for the purpose of attacks.  It is to be noted that recently links have been 

tightened between Iranian intelligence and Mughniyah‟s apparatus, which helps Iran 

locate candidates from Islamic and Palestinian organizations for training in Iran or 

Lebanon.  It appears that Imad Mughniyah has a role in the organization of this training.” 

41. According to a highly classified 1996 assessment paper by Israeli Military Intelligence, to 

which I have had access, “Iran uses terror against Israel rarely and rationally, out of an 

awareness of the grave diplomatic damage which it could cause itself if its role were to be 

exposed.  Accordingly, Iran usually refrains from carrying out attacks directly, and its 

involvement usually follows an indirect course.”  That “indirect course” went through 

Imad Mughniyah. 

42. In March 1992, Iran and Hizballah bombed the Israeli embassy in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina killing 29 and injuring over 250.  Israeli, American, and Argentinean  
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intelligence services all concluded that the attack was carried out by proxies of Hizballah 

and Iran, operating out of a lawless town called Ciudad del Este on the frontier bordering 

Paraguay and Brazil and acting under the direction of Imad Mughniyah.  Three days 

before the bombing, the U.S. NSA had intercepted a message from the Iranian Embassy 

in Moscow to Tehran indicating clear awareness of an impending attack on an Israeli 

legation in South America.  Two messages from the Iranian embassies in Buenos Aires 

and Brasilia to the Foreign Ministry in Iran were intercepted and decoded to indicate 

Iranian involvement in the attack.  Finally, the U.S. NSA supplied Israel with 

unequivocal proof – “not a smoking gun, but a blazing cannon,” according to my Israeli 

intelligence source, that Imad Mughniyah and another senior Hizballah member, Talal 

Hamiaa, were responsible for the execution of the terrorist attack: they had been tape-

recorded in a telephone conversation discussing the operation. 

43. A year and a half later, a second attack came, a bombing of the seven-story headquarters 

of the Argentinean Jewish community organization (the Asociacion Mutual Israelita 

Argentina, or “AMIA”) in Buenos Aires, killing 86 people and injuring 252.  Again, the 

U.S., Israel, and Argentina all concluded that Iran, Hizballah, and Imad Mughniyah 

were responsible for the AMIA bombing.  The Argentineans issued arrest warrants 

against four senior Iranian officials as well as the Iranian ambassador to Argentina, Hade 

Soleimanpour, and the cultural attaché, Muhsen Rabani.  Soleimanpour later filled 

several senior posts in the Iranian Foreign Ministry and, according to the CIA, he is 

actually a top official of Iran‟s Intelligence Ministry.  A second Argentinean investigation 

attributed responsibility for the AMIA bombing squarely on Iran, with Interpol “red  
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notices” issued for Imad Mughniyah and seven others senior officials of Iran and 

Hizballah.  Iran's current defense minister, Ahmed Vahidi, is still wanted for this 

horrifying attack.   

44. Further, the Jordanian government detained and interrogated (yet ultimately released, for 

other reasons) one of Mughniyah‟s top Hizballah terrorist operatives, known as Abu al 

Foul, who confessed to the Jordanians that he and his terror cell had played the central 

role in both of these bombings in Argentina.  

45. On June 25, 1996, the U.S. military‟s complex at Khobar Towers, Saudi Arabia, was 

bombed, killing 19 Americans and injuring some 500 persons.  The specific building that 

was bombed housed the U.S. Air Force‟s 4404
th

 Wing, which was tasked with 

supervising the no-fly zone in Iraq.  Five months prior to the attack, the Saudis had 

caught a Lebanese truck, which was sent by Hizballah, loaded with explosives on its way 

to Khobar.  Further, the interrogations of several Hizballah members arrested in Canada 

in March 1997 provided evidence that the attack was carried out by a Hizballah cell from 

Bahrain, acting on instructions from Iran.  Imad Mughniyah’s terrorist operatives 

were involved in the Khobar Towers attack, aided by local supporters.  

46. One of the existing myths about modern Islamist terrorism is that Sunni and Shi‟a do not 

get along.  Among common Muslims, there is a certain amount of historical, religious, 

and cultural discord, and even hatred, between these two sects.  Yet this fact, perpetuated 

by governments and religious figures, itself serves as a convenient deception for terrorists 

and their state sponsors, especially Iran, because many Western analysts still assume the  
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historical Sunni-Shi‟a rift somehow precludes their cooperation.  Yet, when it comes to 

common enemies or objectives or using force to replicate the Iranian revolution in other 

localities, Sunnis and Shi‟ites work together quite frequently.   

47. The spiritual leader of the Sunni country of Sudan, Dr. Hassan al Turabi, was a key figure 

in making possible this Sunni-Shi‟a cooperation in matters of terrorism.  Western-

educated, fluent in English and French, and well-acquainted with Western culture, Dr. al 

Turabi is a religious sage who advocated the creation of a common foundation for the 

Sunna and Shi‟a.  Iran embraced al Turabi and his teachings, inviting him to speak at its 

international conference in support of Palestinians in October 1991.    

48. Afterward, Sudan quickly became a satellite of the Islamic Republic of Iran and a 

distribution center for Iranian weapons to be transferred to extremist Islamic 

organizations.  Iran did not even try to camouflage its weapons shipments to Port Sudan.    

49. Hundreds of IRGC members took up residence in Khartoum, Sudan, as did members of 

the Abu Nidal Organization, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Algerian FIS, Tunisian al 

Nahda, and, notably, al Qaeda and its leader, Osama bin Laden.    

50. Egyptian extremists also flocked to Sudan, including some affiliated with the Muslim 

Brotherhood, whose members assassinated Egypt‟s President Anwar Sadat.  Prominent 

among these was Dr. Ayman al Zawahiri, now the number two official of al Qaeda, who 

had previously served a prison sentence in Egypt for his complicity in the Sadat 

assassination.    
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51. In 1991, al Zawahiri paid a clandestine visit to Tehran to ask the Iranians to help him 

overthrow the government of Egypt.  There, he met Imad Mughniyah and became 

convinced of the power of suicide bombing, a significant event because suicide was 

prohibited by most Islamic clerics, Sunni and Shiite.  „ 

52. Dr. al Zawahiri ordered his first suicide attack in August 1993, against the Egyptian 

minister of the interior.   

53. The Iranians agreed to finance al Zawahiri and to train his men at IRGC camps in 

Iran and Sudan, and at Hizballah camps in Lebanon where al Zawahiri’s men 

trained under Imad Mughniyah.  In Sudan, at first, these fanatics trained at Sudanese 

army bases, but in the 1990‟s more than a dozen special terrorist training camps were set 

up for them.   

54. Iran’s role in the emergence of al Qaeda is clear, but little known, as media reports 

usually focus only on al Qaeda‟s Sunni connections.  In fact, while in the Sudan, Ayman 

al Zawahiri forged close links with various other elements who had found refuge there, 

and through him, ties were established between the veterans of the Afghani-Soviet war 

and Iran.  Their common interests brought about an alliance of convenience under the 

aegis of al Turabi‟s Sudanese regime.  The group in Sudan kept in close touch with 

Afghanistan veterans all over the world and set up global links and networks for terrorist 

training, fund raising, and infrastructure.   

55. Within this group of mujahedeen veterans, one man stood out: a Saudi construction 

contractor who had been expelled from his country and became a well-connected “mover  
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and shaker” in both Afghanistan and Sudan, while at the same time keeping up his 

building and trading business to double as a cover for his clandestine activities.  His name 

was Osama bin Laden.  The name of one of his construction companies was al Qaeda.   

56. In Sudan, Osama bin Laden published a declaration to his followers stating that the two 

rival factions in Islam – Sunni and Shi‟a – must unite against their sole common enemy B 

the West.   

57. In Sudan, Osama bin Laden became closely allied with al Zawahiri, and Dr. al Zawahiri 

became not only bin Laden‟s close friend but also his personal physician.   

58. Ayman al Zawahiri made efforts to get Osama bin Laden to establish links with Iran, and 

bin Laden responded favorably.  Osama bin Laden sent some of his senior aides to Iran 

for training with the IRGC and to Lebanon for training with Hizballah.  Imad 

Mughniyah came to Khartoum for a meeting with bin Laden in 1993.  There, 

Mughniyah told bin Laden about the enormously effective tactic of suicide attacks and 

their role in driving the Americans and the French out of Lebanon in the early 1980‟s.   

59. From this point on, Mughniyah became a major connection point between Iran and 

al Qaeda.  This is known because of the testimony of the Egyptian-born naturalized 

American and former Green Beret sergeant, Ali Mohammed, who was convicted of 

involvement in the bombings of the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania.      

60. Ali Mohammed confessed that, for a long time, he had tried to penetrate an American 

intelligence agency on behalf of bin Laden.  He had moved to the United States, obtained 

U.S. citizenship, and joined the U.S. Army and was stationed at Fort Bragg, North  



Affidavit of Dr. Ronen Bergman, page 17 

 

 

Carolina, where he trained Army Special Forces and was considered an expert on the 

Middle East.  In 1989, he traveled to Afghanistan and joined the Islamic Jihad and bin 

Laden.  He began training al Qaeda terrorists, drawing on his U.S. Army experience, 

particularly in the use of explosives and in intelligence-gathering techniques for use in 

attacks on American targets.   

61. Mohammed testified also that he had personally handled security arrangements for a 

meeting in Sudan between Osama bin Laden and Imad Mughniyah.  As a result of 

this meeting, Iran used Hizballah to supply al Qaeda with explosives instruction, 

and to provide bin Laden with bombs.  Much of the al Qaeda training was carried 

out in camps in Iran run by MOIS.   

62. On July 7, 1995, near Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, five men attempted to assassinate Egyptian 

President Hosni Mubarak.  Israeli intelligence investigators learned that the gunmen were 

Egyptians who had traveled from Sudan to Ethiopia, with support and funding from Iran.  

Further, Israeli and Egyptian intelligence determined that al Zawahiri was behind the 

attempt to kill Mubarak and that he was in league with other extremists, many of whom 

were veterans of the Afghan war against the Soviet Union.  All had found refuge in 

Sudan and were being supported by Iran.   

63. Osama bin Laden was deeply involved in the attack on Mubarak.  Mustafa Hamza, the 

commander of the Mubarak assassination team, was one of his men, and bin Laden 

dispatched him to help al Zawahiri.  A number of planning meetings took place in bin 

Laden=s own house in Sudan.   
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64. When Osama bin Laden and Ayman al Zawahiri were forced to leave Sudan in 1996 due 

to heavy American, Saudi, and Egyptian pressure on the Sudanese government, the 

Iranian intelligence services assisted them in moving their operation and members 

to Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, Yemen, and Lebanon.  The organization of al Qaeda, 

as the world now knows it, was reconstituted with Afghanistan as bin Laden‟s new 

headquarters.   

65. In the 1990‟s, Iran also became involved in the various conflicts in the Balkans.  Here 

again, Tehran=s interests converged with those of Osama bin Laden.  After the 

Communist and atheistic one-party state fell in Yugoslavia in 1991, delegations from the 

Muslim world began to arrive in the Muslim areas of Bosnia-Herzegovina.  Iran sent 

large sums of money to restore and rebuild mosques, in the Persian style, and to construct 

classrooms for religious instruction.  As the ethnic cleansing campaign against Bosnian 

Muslims accelerated, Iran channeled money through the Iranian embassies in Sarajevo 

and Vienna, Austria, and arms shipments via an airfield at Visoko, northwest of Sarajevo.  

Meanwhile, several thousand Hizballah and Mujahedeen (the core of al Qaeda came from 

the ranks of the Mujahedeen) arrived to fight for the Bosnian Muslims.  They were 

trained by the IRGC.  The Islamic volunteers made a major contribution to the Bosnian 

Muslims‟ cause.    

66. Even today, many mujahedeen remain in Bosnia.  According to the Bosnian chief of 

intelligence services, “There‟s a group of terrorists here that is connected to extremist 

Islamic organizations across the world, and to Iran . . . .”   
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67. In February 1998, when the veterans of Egyptian Islamic Jihad, headed by Ayman 

al Zawahiri, united with al Qaeda, the link between al Qaeda and Iran was 

strengthened.  Dr. al Zawahiri became the chief go-between for al Qaeda and Iran.  

According to information gathered by NSA and Mossad, al Zawahiri traveled to Iran 

several times after the war in Bosnia, as the guest of MOIS chief Ali Fallahian and the 

MOIS chief of Iranian operations abroad, Ahmad Vahidi (who was also involved in the 

bombing of the AMIA building in Buenos Aires in 1994).   

68. Iranian and Lebanese Hezbollah trainers traveled between Iran and Afghanistan, 

transferring to al Qaeda fighters such material as blueprints and drawings of 

bombs, manuals for wireless equipment, instruction booklets for avoiding detection 

by unmanned aircraft.   

69. After al Zawahiri’s arrival in Afghanistan, Iranian authorities helped him on many 

occasions to pass weaponry and reinforcements to al Qaeda forces across the border 

from Iran to Afghanistan.  Ayman al Zawahiri, who has been marked as the 

successor to Osama bin Laden, was responsible for planning the attacks on 9/11.  

70. The Revolutionary Guards also gave financial and logistical assistance to an al 

Qaeda terror cell that was active in Hamburg, Germany, according to Mossad 

sources monitoring an Iranian presence in the area.   

71. Iran is also believed by the German Bundeskriminalamt (BND) (roughly the 

equivalent to the U.S. FBI) to have assisted al Qaeda’s assassination of Ahmad Shah 

Masoud, the famous Northern Alliance commander, two days before 9/11.  The  
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Iranian Embassy in Brussels, Belgium, helped two Tunisian al Qaeda assassins obtain 

counterfeit Belgian passports and other documents which they used to enter northern 

Afghanistan in the guise of journalists come to interview Masoud.  The Iranians also sent 

the two men to procure the television camera, stolen from a French journalist, which 

concealed the explosives used in the assassination. 

72. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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73. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

74. After 9/11, Iran harbored and sheltered many al Qaeda members who fled 

Afghanistan to avoid the American invasion.  In particular, Iran harbored Osama bin 

Laden’s son, Saad bin Laden, and Saif al Adel, the number three man in al Qaeda  
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and head of its “military” wing.  Additionally, Abu Khaled al Islambuli, the brother 

of the assassin of Anwar Sadat (Khalid al Islambouli), spent five years in southeastern 

Iran under the protection of the IRGC, as did Mustafa Hamza, who headed the 1995 

assassination attempt on Hosni Mubarak.  Some of the participants in the attempt on 

Mubarak's life were extricated from Ethiopia straight after it by the IRGC, and found 

refuge in Lebanon, where they are protected by Hezbollah under Iranian orders.   

75. A May 2001 memorandum from Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, then Iran‟s Supreme Leader‟s 

chief intelligence advisor to “Unit 43” reveals both high-level links between the 

Iranian Supreme Leader’s intelligence apparatus and al Qaeda and an apparent 

knowledge and support of major upcoming operations.  Both Israeli and American 

intelligence agents who have examined the document have said that it appeared to be 

authentic.  (An English translation of the Farsi document is attached hereto as Exhibit B.)   

76. The memorandum cites “the battle against the global arrogance headed by the U.S. and 

Israel”, and seeks “to remove the existing lack of clarity regarding support for al Qaeda‟s 

future plans . . . .”  It states the Iranian government‟s goals of damaging America‟s and  

Israel‟s “economic systems, discrediting [their] institutions . . . as part of political 

confrontation, and undermining [their] stability and security, . . .” and it orders Unit 43 to 

“tighten[] the collaboration with other security and intelligence apparatuses in Iran 

and with supporters outside Iran” and to “expand[] the collaboration with the 

fighters of al Qaeda and Hizballah.”  The memo mandates that the intelligence 

apparatus of the Office of the Supreme Leader is to directly supervise all operations, and 

it conveys the Supreme Leader‟s “full support in the implementation of its future plans.”  
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Finally, and significantly, the memorandum “emphasizes that, with regard to co-

operation with al Qaeda, no traces must be left that might have negative and 

irreversible consequences, and that [the activity] must be limited to the existing contacts 

with Mughniyah and al Zawahiri.”  (Emphasis added.)   

77. While al Qaeda concentrated on America, Iran, through Hizballah, also refocused on 

Israel.  Starting immediately after the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon on May 24, 2000, 

Iran invested heavily in the buildup of Hizballah forces in southern Lebanon.  Hizballah 

fighters underwent training at IRGC camps in Iran and in Lebanon.  Iranian aid to 

Hizballah was coordinated by the IRGC‟s al Quds force, to the tune of some $100 million 

a year.   

78. From 2003, Hizballah also got directly involved in the U.S.-Iraq War, training fighters of 

various Shi‟ite groups from several countries at those IRGC camps, and then sending 

them to Iraq to fight the Americans.   

79. The two main camps used by the al Quds Force to train the foreign fighters are the Imam 

Ali base in Tehran and the Bahonar base in Karaj, Iran, north of the capital.  This fact 

was confirmed by a Hizballah fighter, Hussein Ali Sliman, captured by Israel during the 

34-day war with Hizballah in 2006.  Sliman told the Israelis that he had been trained in 

Iran with 40 to 50 other Hizballah men; their passports had not been stamped in either 

Syria or Iran in order to hide their trail.  He also stated that two Iranians, accompanied by 

two Hizballah officers, visited a South Lebanon camp where he had been stationed; he 

recognized one of the Iranians as being one of his IRGC instructors in Iran.   
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80. Recent tensions, particularly surrounding the issue of Iran‟s apparent development of a 

nuclear weapons program, have caused certain revealing statements to be made by the 

Iranian regime.  Of particular relevance to this case, the Iranians have discussed 

retaliation in the event of any military strike against Iran‟s nuclear facilities.  Among the 

means of retaliation is the potential that al Qaeda and other terror organizations would be 

permitted to operate using Iranian territory freely, enabling them to strike at any state in 

the region, in addition to operating in Iraq and Gaza.    

This Affidavit is comprised of 80 separately numbered paragraphs, and has an Exhibit A and 

an Exhibit B.   

 






















