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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

---------------------------------------------------------------: 

IN RE TERRORIST ATTACKS ON     Civil Action No. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001      03 MDL 1570 (GBD) 

---------------------------------------------------------------:  

FIONA HAVLISH, in her own right   :     

and as Executrix of the ESTATE OF   : 

DONALD G. HAVLISH, JR., Deceased, et al.,  :    

:   

   Plaintiffs,   : 

v.       :  

       : 

USAMA BIN LADEN,     : 

       : CIVIL ACTION NO. 03-CV-9848 -RCC 

AL QAEDA/ISLAMIC ARMY,    : Case Transferred from the United 

an unincorporated association, et al  : States District Court for the 

       : District of Columbia 

FOREIGN STATE DEFENDANTS,   : Case Number    1:02CV00305 

       : 

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN,   : 

ALI AKBAR HASHEMI RAFSANJANI   : 

Previously Identified and Served as   : 

Unidentified Terrorist 1,    : 

       : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF     : 

INFORMATION AND SECURITY,   :    

       :       SECOND AFFIDAVIT OF  

THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY    : KENNETH R. TIMMERMAN  

GUARD CORPS,     :      re: EXPERT TESTIMONY 

       :            

HIZBALLAH,       : 

an unincorporated association,   : 

       : 

THE IRANIAN MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM, : 

       : 

THE NATIONAL IRANIAN     : 

TANKER CORPORATION    :  

Previously identified as Unidentified Terrorist 2, : 

       : 

THE NATIONAL IRANIAN OIL CORPORATION, : 
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       : 

THE NATIONAL IRANIAN  GAS COMPANY  : 

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 4, : 

       : 

IRAN AIRLINES     : 

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 5, : 

       : 

THE NATIONAL IRANIAN    : 

PETROCHEMICAL COMPANY   : 

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 6, : 

       : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF     : 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE  : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF COMMERCE,  : 

       : 

IRANIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE   : 

AND ARMED FORCES LOGISTICS,   : 

       : 

THE CENTRAL BANK OF THE    : 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, et al.   :  

Previously Identified as Unidentified Terrorist 7, : 

       : 

          Defendants.   : 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                 

Second Affidavit of Kenneth R. Timmerman  
re: Expert Testimony 

 

 I, Kenneth R. Timmerman, being duly sworn, do hereby swear and affirm under 

penalty of perjury that the contents of this Affidavit are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge, information, and belief.  Similarly, I have read the allegations contained in the 

Havlish Third Amended Complaint, and I believe they are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge, information and belief.   

 

Qualifications of the Witness 



 
Second Affidavit of Kenneth R. Timmerman re: Expert Testimony, page 3   

 

1. See First Affidavit of Kenneth R. Timmerman re: the Havlish Investigation re: Terrorist 

Attacks on September 11, 2001 at ¶¶ 1-30 and 114-129. 

 
The Iran-Palestinian Connection 

and the Creation of Hizballah in Lebanon 
 

2. It is my expert opinion that the Islamic Republic of Iran , a Shiite country, has 

always considered terrorism to be a legitimate tool of foreign policy, and has, for 

decades, been consistently willing to work with Sunni Muslim leaders and militia 

groups in terrorist operations.  Since its inception, the Islamic Iranian regime has 

consistently used such Sunni organizations as terrorist proxies to carry out important 

elements of Iran’s foreign policy agenda.   

3. Those relationships had roots beginning in the 1970s, became Iranian regime 

policy in the 1980s as Iran  allied with Palestinian groups and created the terrorist 

organization Hizballah in Lebanon, and expanded in the 1990s to include Egyptian 

Islamic Jihad, a variety of Afghan mujahedin groups, the Bosnian Muslims, the 

Taliban and al Qaeda – and they continue to this day.   

4. As I will show in this affidavit, Iran’s leaders are quite capable of supporting a 

given group one day, then arming its opponents the next as Iran’s tactical goals shift.  

5. The founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, had 

a close personal relationship with Yasser Arafat, the leader of the Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO).  During the 1970s, future Iranian revolutionaries, including 
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Ayatollah Khomeini’s son Ahmad, trained with PLO forces in Lebanon.  Arafat was the 

first foreign “leader” to visit Iran once Khomeini seized power in 1979. 

6. The early ties mentioned above are illustrated by photographs taken by the Iranian 

photographer “Reza” (a renowned National Geographic master photographer; winner of 

the Hope Prize with UNICEF; awarded the Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite, 

France’s highest civilian honor) in Lebanon in the late 1970s.  They show Ahmad 

Khomeini, the former Supreme Leader’s son, training with PLO guerillas and Cuban 

military trainers in Lebanon before the Iranian revolution of 1978-1979.  Ex. B-1.  

“Reza” gave me an entire series of these photographs, subtitled in Farsi, and allowed me 

to use them in my 1987 book, Fanning the Flames: Guns, Greed and Geopolitics in the 

Gulf War.1 

7. During the years immediately preceding the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Seyed Ali 

Mousavi-Khamenei – Iran’s current Supreme Leader – served as the liaison between 

Ayatollah Khomeini from his place of exile in Najaf, Iraq, and the revolutionaries 

receiving training at Palestinian camps in Lebanon.  

8. After the Shah left Iran on January 6, 1979, Khamenei coordinated PLO aid to 

the Iranian revolution. That aid reportedly included the dispatch of PLO guerillas to 

Tehran to take part in some of the key military battles on February 11 and 12, 1979, the 

night of the “putsch” that toppled the provisional government of Prime Minister 

Shahpour Bakhtiar. 

                                                        
1 The book was syndicated by New York Times Syndication Sales, with chapters appearing in 
Dutch, French, Norwegian, Portuguese and other languages. However, the only complete edition 
of the book was published by a small German-language publisher in Switzerland under the title: 
Ol ins Feuer, (Orell Füssli, Zurich, 1988). 



 
Second Affidavit of Kenneth R. Timmerman re: Expert Testimony, page 5   

 

9. On November 4, 1979, the students’ group known as the  “Students Following 

the Line of the Imam” seized the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and took 52 U.S. diplomats 

hostage.  Secretary of State Cyrus Vance then wrote to Arafat , who the United States 

shunned as a terrorist at that time, entreating him to use his influence with Khomeini to 

get the hostages freed.2  

10. In 1982, the leadership of the Islamic Republic of Iran, including in particular 

then prime minister Mir Hossein Mousavi and Hojjat-ol eslam Ali Akbar 

Mohtashemi, decided to set up a proxy organization in Lebanon called Hizballah, or 

“Party of God.”3 

11. Among the early leaders of Hizballah was a Lebanese Shiite named Abbas 

Mousavi, a distant cousin of Mir Hossein Mousavi. 

12. Soon after Israel invaded Lebanon on June 6, 1982, Iran dispatched an 

expeditionary force of its Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) to Lebanon to 

train the initial Hizballah fighters and to assist the PLO resist the Israeli invasion.  IRGC 

troops seized control of the Sheikh Abdallah army barracks from the Lebanese Army in 

the Bekaa Valley and set up camps inside the ancient Roman ruins in nearby Baalbek, 

including the famous Temple of Jupiter.   

13. At the time of Hizballah’s founding in 1982, the relationship between the Shiite 

Islamic Republic of Iran and the predominantly Sunni Palestine Liberation Organization 

of Yasser Arafat was still close enough that Ayatollah Khomeini called on Iraqi leader 

                                                        
2 See Alan Hart, Arafat: Terrorist or Peacemaker? (Sidgwick & Jackson, London: 1984) at p. 
378. 
3 Mir Hossein Mousavi ran for president in June 2009, and the popular belief that the regime 
committed massive fraud to steal the election from him led to widespread disturbances across 
Iran. 
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Saddam Hussein, a Sunni, to cease the ongoing Iran-Iraq war, which had been raging 

since September 20, 1980, and join forces with Iran in dispatching troops to Lebanon to 

fight on the PLO side against the Israeli invasion.  (Saddam, a secular leader without 

significant religious ties, declined the invitation and continued to fight Iran.) 

14. In keeping with this long-standing relationship, when Iran’s newly formed 

Hizballah organization needed experienced terrorist operatives, it turned to Yasser 

Arafat  for assistance.  When Arafat was forced by Israel to leave Lebanon in August 

1982, Hizballah recruited a former member of Arafat’s “Force 17” praetorian guard, a 

young Lebanese Shiite named Imad Fayez Mughniyah, to join their ranks.  Mughniyah 

soon became Hizballah’s chief of military (i.e., terrorist) operations a position which he 

continued until his death in February 2008. 

15. On April 18, 1983, working with other Hizballah operatives, and most likely with 

the help of members of Syrian intelligence and the IRGC stationed in the Bekaa Valley, 

Mughniyah directed a terrorist operation in which a truck bomb destroyed the U.S. 

Embassy in Beirut, killing 63 persons, including CIA Assistant Deputy Director for 

Mideast Operations, Robert Ames, and five other CIA officers who had traveled from 

around the Middle East to meet with him.  I was in Beirut at the time and I was one of the 

first Western journalists to arrive on the scene of the attack.  A young U.S. Embassy 

press officer named Ryan Crocker emerged from the still smoldering ruins and, covered 

in dust from the blast, briefed me and other reporters on what had just happened.4 

                                                        
4 Ryan Crocker became U.S. ambassador to Iraq in 2007.  I have attached my front page story on 
the U.S. Embassy blast from USA Today as Ex. A-1 to the First Affidavit of Kenneth R. 
Timmerman re: the Havlish Investigation. 
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16. On or about September 26, 1983, the U.S. National Security Agency (NSA) 

intercepted a message sent from Iranian intelligence headquarters in Tehran to Hojjat-ol 

eslam Ali Akbar Mohtashemi, the Iranian ambassador in Damascus.  The message 

instructed Mohtashemi to activate the Hizballah network to launch “a spectacular action 

against the United States Marines” then stationed in Beirut, Lebanon.5  Iran did not have 

an ambassador in Lebanon at the time, so Mohtashemi coordinated Hizballah operations 

and finances out of Damascus, Syria. 

17. A few weeks later, on Sunday, October 23, 1983, two truck bombs simultaneously 

demolished the U.S. Marines barracks at the Beirut airport and the headquarters of the 

French paratroopers in Beirut, killing 241 Marines and more than 60 French soldiers.  I 

had been on a reporting assignment with the Marines just one week earlier and returned 

to Lebanon one week after the bombings to report on the investigation and the aftermath. 

18. For reasons that have never been elucidated fully, the commander of the U.S. 

Marines in Beirut, Colonel Tim Geraghty, was never briefed on the intercepted Iranian 

communication before the attack.  Neither was then Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, 

Rear Admiral James “Ace” Lyons, who learned of the intercept only after the 

simultaneous truck bombings. 

19. Much later, I learned about the intercept from Rear Admiral Lyons, who, in 

March 2003, hand-delivered a sealed copy of the intercept to U.S. District Court Judge 

Royce C. Lamberth, who at that time was hearing the case Peterson, et al. v. Islamic 

 

                                                        
5 Peterson, et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, CA 1:01-cv-02094-RCL (D.D.C. May 30, 2003), 
Memorandum Opinion at 12, cited by Kenneth R. Timmerman in Countdown to Crisis: The 
Coming Nuclear Showdown with Iran (Crown Forum 2005), pp. 22-23. 
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Republic of Iran, CA 1:01-cv-02094-RCL (D.D.C. May 30, 2003), a civil lawsuit against  

Iran on behalf of the victims of the Marine barracks bombing. Ex. B-2.   

20. On November 16, 1983, I was in the mountains in northern Lebanon when French 

Super-Etendard fighter jets streaked overhead, heading for the Lebanese interior.  I 

recognized the fighter jets and knew from news reports that they had been deployed on a 

French carrier off the coast in the Mediterranean Sea.  I was surprised to see them, and I 

noted that they flew unaccompanied by any U.S. aircraft. 

21. I learned later that day, after returning to Beirut, that I had witnessed a failed 

retaliatory mission against the Sheikh Abdallah barracks in Baalbek, the headquarters of 

Hizballah and their Iranian Revolutionary Guards trainers.  The mission killed only a 

shepherd and a few goats.  

22. In 2003, after Rear Admiral Lyons revealed the existence of the intercept from 

1983, I interviewed former Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger, former Chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff General John W. Vessey, former Navy Secretary John Lehman, 

and others, in order to tell the complete story of the botched retaliation raid, which the 

U.S. did not join, and of the Iranian involvement in the attack on the U.S. Marines and 

French paratroopers in Beirut.  Those interviews corroborated much of the information I 

had learned in Lebanon twenty years earlier, and enhanced my understanding of the 

extent of U.S. Government knowledge of the direct terrorist threat from Iran at that time.6 

23. From Iranian sources of mine, who have proven to be reliable and who I know to 

have access to information and access to a top Iranian regime official who was personally 

                                                        
6   See Kenneth R. Timmerman, “"Invitation to September 11," INSIGHT magazine, January 6, 
2004; and Countdown to Crisis, pp. 19-26, “The Intercept.” 
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involved in the planning of the 1983 attacks, I learned that Iran’s goal in attacking the 

U.S. Embassy and, especially the U.S. Marines and French paratroopers, was to force the 

United States and the Multinational Forces then stationed in Lebanon to withdraw, giving 

Iran and its Hizballah proxy free reign to expand and control the territory.   

24. The U.S. did, in fact, withdraw from Lebanon in February 1984, as a direct result 

of these attacks. 

25. These Iranian sources also told me that the commander of Iran’s Revolutionary 

Guards Corps, Major General Mohsen Rezai, boasted in the mid-1990s that Iran forced 

the United States to leave Lebanon in February 1984 through these attacks. 

26. I also learned from these Iranian sources, xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx Imad Mughniyah , that Mughniyah was personally 

involved in the planning and operation of all three attacks, which he carried out on direct 

orders from Iran.  Xxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
Mughniyah’s Terrorist Record 

 
27. My on-the-ground experience in Lebanon from 1982 to 1984 motivated me to 

continue investigating Iranian-backed terrorism beyond the initial news reports that I 

wrote.  For nearly 30 years since 1982, I have continuously interviewed a wide variety of 

government and non-governmental sources in Europe, the United States, and the Middle 

East on the subjects of Hizballah, hostage-taking, and Iranian-backed terrorist acts. 
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28. My sources have included recent Iranian exiles who had firsthand knowledge of 

how the Iranian regime operates, arms dealers in direct contact with Iranian officials, 

Western and Middle Eastern diplomats, intelligence case officers, analysts, and law 

enforcement personnel.  Among these latter were the two most prominent French 

investigative judges dealing with Iranian terrorism, Gilles Boulouques, and Jean-Louis 

Bruguière, who provided me with numerous background briefings.  I will summarize 

some of what I learned from these sources here. 

29. In December 1983, the end of the same year of the truck bombing of the U.S. 

Embassy and the simultaneous truck bombings of the U.S. Marine barracks and the 

French paratroopers headquarters in Beirut, see ¶¶ 15-17, supra, Imad Mughniyah’s 

brother-in-law, Mustapha Badr-el-Din, was involved in a botched attempt to assassinate 

the Emir of Kuwait.  The Iranian regime was furious with the Kuwaitis because of their 

support for Saddam Hussein in his continuing war against Iran. 

30. On March 24, 1984, the Kuwaiti authorities sentenced Mustapha Badr-el-Din to 

death. 

31. In December 1984, Mughniyah coordinated the hijacking of a Kuwaiti airliner to 

Tehran in an effort to win Mustapha Badr-el-Din’s release.  The lead hijacker, a 

Hizballah operative named Abu Haidar Mousavi, “surrendered” to Iran and was given 

refuge by the Iranian authorities.  (Mughniyah himself wasn’t on the plane.)  

32. At the same time, also acting on Iran’s orders, Mughniyah began kidnapping 

Western hostages in Lebanon.  Among others, Mughniyah and his cadres kidnapped the 

new CIA station chief in Beirut, William Buckley, on March 16, 1984, ultimately 

torturing him to death. 
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33. Former hostage David Jacobsen has testified that after Mughniyah’s men 

kidnapped him, he shared a room with William Buckley in the Sheikh Abdallah barracks 

in Baalbek, the headquarters of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards Corps contingent in 

Lebanon.  Jacobsen has written that he later understood that his captor was Mughniyah, 

and that he was “the boss of all bosses in the hostage operations.”7 

34. On the morning of June 14, 1985, two Lebanese Hizballah members stormed the 

cockpit of TWA flight 847 after its departure from Athens, Greece, bound for Rome, 

Italy, and hijacked the aircraft.     

35. During a stopover at the Beirut airport, one of the hijackers murdered a passenger, 

23-year old U.S. Navy diver Robert Dean Stethem, and dumped his body onto the tarmac 

as international TV cameras were rolling. 

36. The FBI subsequently discovered fingerprints in the rear lavatory of the aircraft.  

Lebanese authorities identified the fingerprints as belonging to Imad Fayez Mughniyah 

and supplied the FBI with a copy of the Lebanese passport that had been issued to him on 

September 7, 1984.  In 1988, an intelligence analyst from a European country gave me a 

copy of this passport and several other photographs of Mughniyah that I published in my 

confidential newsletter, MEDNEWS.8  See Ex. A-2 to First Affidavit of Kenneth R. 

Timmerman re: the Havlish Investigation. 

37. Based on the FBI investigation of the TWA flight 847 hijacking, federal 

prosecutors issued a sealed indictment of Imad Fayez Mughniyah for the murder of 

                                                        
7 David Jacobson, Hostage: My Nightmare in Beirut (Donald I. Fine, Inc. 1991), pp. 40-41, 45; 
187. 
8 “Imad Mughniyah: the Real Story,” Middle East Defense News (MEDNEWS), May 2, 1988. 
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Robert Dean Stethem that became the basis for the FBI’s “M OST WANTED” notice on 

Mughniyah.  Mughniyah remained on the FBI’s “MOST WANTED” list right up until his 

death in 2008. 

38. In the 1990s, Mughniyah shifted focus from Lebanon to launch a series of 

dramatic international operations on Iran’s behalf. 

39. On March 17, 1992, a Hizballah strike team under Mughniyah’s command used 

a truck bomb to destroy the Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina, killing 29 

people and wounding 242 others. 

40. On July 1994, a follow-on attack against the Argentine Israeli Mutual Association 

(AMIA) building in Buenos Aires killed 86 persons.  U.S. and Israeli intelligence sources 

believe Mughniyah entered Argentina shortly before the AMIA bombing to activate the 

sleeper networks that carried out the attack. 

41. Argentinean prosecutors Alberto Nisman and Marcelo Martinez Burgos issued 

eight arrest warrants on October 25, 2006 in relation to the July 1994 attack on the AMIA 

Jewish Community Center in Buenos Aires that killed 86 persons. The warrants were for 

former MOIS minister Ali Fallahian ; former president Ali Akbar Rafsanjani ; former 

foreign minister Ali Akbar Velayati ; former IRGC commander Mohsen Reza; former 

Qods Force commander Ahmad Vahidi; a former Iran embassy employee, Ahmad Reza 

Asghari (a/k/a Mohsen Randjbaran); Mohsen Rabbani, who ran an Iranian cultural 
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center in Buenos Aires and was later given diplomatic immunity by the Iranian embassy 

in Argentina; and Imad Mughniyah .9  

42. In their 801-page prosecution report, Nisman and Burgos stated that “the attack 

against the AMIA center was decided and organized by the highest ranks of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran government that was ruling then, who themselves entrusted the 

execution of the criminal act to the Lebanese Terrorist organization Hizballah.”  Ex. B-

14, p. 1.   

43. The decision to bomb the AMIA center was taken by Khamenei, Rafsanjani, 

Velayati, and Fallahian – the “Omur-e Vijeh” or Special Matters committee – on August 

14, 1993 in Mashad, the Argentinian prosecutors explained.  Also called to the meeting 

as “consultants” were Mohzen Rezai and Ahmad Vahidi from the IRGC, as well as 

Mohsen Rabbani and Ahmad Reza Asgari, who were both employees at the time at the 

Iranian embassy in Buenos Aires.   

44. “[T]he preliminary plan to attack our country had its origin in the “Intelligence 

Office” that depends on the Presidential office and [was] headed by Rafsanjani himself,” 

and was then handed to the IRGC al Qods force for execution, Nisman and Burgos wrote.  

Id. at p. 6.10 

  

                                                        
9 In response to intense lobbying by the Iranian government, INTERPOL agreed to remove 
Rafsanjani and Velayati from the suspect list, but issued Red Notices for the six others. 
10xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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45. In November 2007, INTERPOL issued “Red Notices” for Imad Mughniyah and 

five top Iranian government officials at the request of the Government of Argentina, for 

involvement in planning and executing the July 1994 AMIA bombing.   

46. In summary, although Mughniyah was for many years the lead terrorist operative 

for Iran’s terrorist proxy, Hizballah, still, it was the MOIS and the IRGC Qods Force that  

coordinated terrorist operations with the Supreme Leader’s office and a small group of 

top Iranian decision-makers.  

 

Mughniyah meets Osama bin Laden and Ayman al Zawahiri 

47. In 1991-1992, the Islamic Republic of Iran leadership established a new 

organization, known al Majma’ al Alami lil-Taqrib bayna al Madhahib al Islamiyyah 

(International Institute for Rapprochement Among the Islamic Legal Schools), to 

promote publicly a reconciliation of the rival Sunni and Shiite Islamic faiths.   

48. In furtherance of this “strategic plan” to create a united Sunni-Shiite front against 

the United States and Western culture (of which Israel was considered a part),11 the 

Islamic Republic of Iran expanded ties with Hassan al Turabi, a prominent Sunni 

Islamist leader in Sudan.  As discussed supra, such a reconciliation with Sunni groups 

was consistent with the Islamic Republic of Iran’s behavior since its inception in 1979. 

  

                                                        
11 Iran’s work with Sunni terrorist organizations defied the conventional wisdom of Western 
intelligence agencies and analysts.  Yet, for many years, a special department within the 
Supreme Leader’s office, known as “Rahman al Rahim,” was devoted to supporting Sunni and 
Shiite jihadi organizations.  Since at least 1994, Iran has regularly hosted leaders of HAMAS and 
other Sunni terrorist organizations in Tehran at annual “Jerusalem Day” celebrations and other 
special events. 
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49. One emissary the Iranians sent to Sudan in 1991-1992 was IRGC Brigadier 

General Mohammad Baqr Zolqadr .12 

50. As the official representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, General Zolqadr  

took part in a historic meeting in Khartoum in 1993 with Hassan al Turabi , Imad 

Mughniyah, and Osama bin Laden. 

51. Osama bin Laden’s former bodyguard and an al Qaeda trainer, Ali Mohamed, 

first revealed the existence of this meeting to the public in a plea allocution on October 

27, 2000.  Ex. B-3.  Ali Mohamed is a former Egyptian army officer who infiltrated U.S. 

Army Special Forces command in the mid-1980s, and later, became a confidential 

informant of the FBI (although he was actually a “double agent” during that time and 

continued reporting to al Qaeda).  Ali Mohamed handled security for bin Laden for the 

Khartoum meeting.13   

52. The Khartoum meeting laid the groundwork for the extensive cooperation 

between Iran and al Qaeda, which would eventually include training, intelligence, 

security, facilitation of travel, and safe haven, and which would ultimately lead to the 

9/11 attacks.  

53. At the time of the Khartoum meeting, Dr. Ayman al Zawahiri  was hailed as a 

hero within the radical Islamic movements because of his role in the 1981 assassination 

                                                        
12  By 1996, Zolqadr  would rise within the IRGC leadership to become a member of the 
“Special Operations Committee” of top regime leaders who set policy and targets for Iranian-
backed terror attacks, former Iranian president Abolhassan Banisadr told me at that time. 
13   Ali Mohammad  was ultimately convicted for his role in the 1998 bombings of the U.S. 
Embassies in Tanzania and Kenya.  In a plea allocution before Judge Leonard B. Sand of the 
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York on October 20, 2000, Ali Mohamed 
attested to his role in setting up the Khartoum meeting and Osama bin Laden’s relationship with 
Imad Mughniyah. 
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of Egyptian president Anwar Sadat, the Arab leader who first made peace with Israel.  

The Islamic Republic of Iran applauded the Sadat murder, naming a Tehran street after 

the lead assassin, Khalid Eslambouli.  

54. During repeated trips to Sudan in the early 1990s as a de facto Iranian government 

representative, Mughniyah developed a close personal relationship with Zawahiri . 

55. Zawahiri , in turn, regularly visited Iran, where Iran’s leaders welcomed him with 

open arms and an open checkbook. While in Tehran, Zawahiri was the guest of Ali  

Fallahian, Minister of Intelligence and Security, and Ahmad Vahidi , the commander of 

the IRGC’s Qods force, Iran’s foreign terrorist operational group.14   

 

Iran and Hizballah train terrorists for al Qaeda  

56. Shortly after the 1993 Khartoum meeting, Osama bin Laden began to send 

terrorist operatives to Hizballah training camps operated by Mughniyah in Lebanon, and 

to Iran, where they were trained directly by the IRGC.15 

57. In a criminal complaint unsealed on September 26, 1998, relating to the U.S. 

Embassy bombings in Africa, prosecutors in the Southern District of New York publicly 

linked Osama bin Laden to the Government of Iran, and alleged the two had conspired to 

launch terrorist attacks against the United States and U.S. interests worldwide.  USA v. 

Wadih Hage, et al., Affidavit of Daniel Coleman.16  Much of Coleman’s assertion about 

  

                                                        
14  The Qods Force is the international operations division of the IRGC.  “Qods” is the Persian 
word for “Jerusalem” and refers to the goal of delivering the city of Jerusalem to Islamic rule.   
15  9/11 COMMISSION REPORT, pp. 61, 68. 
16 Coleman is a former FBI agent who worked in a unit tracking Osama bin Laden in the 1990’s.   
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Iran’s ties to al Qaeda were based on a “Confidential Source” recruited by the FBI in 

1996, who was later identified by the 9/11 Commission as Jamal al Fadl.  Members of al 

Qaeda were told as early as 1992 that the organization should "put aside its differences 

with Shiite Muslim terrorist organizations, including the government of Iran," so they 

could cooperate "against the perceived common enemy, the United States and its allies,” 

al Fadl told the FBI.  He made similar comments to the 9/11 Commission. 

58. Jamal Ahmed al Fadl was a confidant of Osama bin Laden during bin Laden’s 

stay in the Sudan, who defected to the United States in the summer of 1996.  He provided 

extensive live testimony in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York 

during the 2001 trial of the defendants accused of the two U.S. Embassy bombings in 

East Africa. 

59. In that trial testimony, al Fadl said that Osama bin Laden dispatched terrorists 

under his command to Hizballah camps in Lebanon that were run by Mughniyah and the 

IRGC, where they learned “how to explosives [sic] big buildings.” Among them was Saif 

al Adel, a top al Qaeda commander at the time of the 9/11 attacks.17  Testimony of al-

Fadl, pp.  290-91.  Ex. B-4.  

60. In November 1999, Turkish authorities announced that they had arrested a 

number of al Qaeda terrorists who had entered Turkey from Iran.  Some of the arrested 

men were part of an eight-member team, including four Kurds and two Algerians, all of 

whom were carrying forged passports that crossed into Turkey from Iran on June 11, 

                                                        
17 Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx   
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1999.  Under interrogation, the detainees told the Turks they had trained at camps in Iran 

and had been sent by Osama bin Laden to carry out terrorist attacks aimed at disrupting 

the upcoming summit of the Conference on European Cooperation and Security to be 

held in Turkey.  “Bin Ladin operatives trained in Iran,” The Iran Brief, Nov. 8, 1999. 

61. In September 2004, I traveled to a European capital with Havlish attorney 

Timothy B. Fleming to debrief a former IRGC Colonel, whom I call “Colonel B,”18 who 

provided us with numerous documents from his 20-year career with the IRGC.  See ¶¶ 

36, 38-39, 90-101, First Affidavit of Kenneth R. Timmerman re: the Havlish 

Investigation.19   

62. One of the documents Colonel B showed us indicated that in 1999-2000 the 

Colonel had been the superintendant of Shahid Mohammad Beglou camp, a military 

training camp at Sahel-e rouh, approximately 40 kilometers west of Rasht near the port of 

Anzali on the Caspian Sea. 

63. Shahid Mohammad Beglou camp specialized in training a variety of terrorist 

groups loosely affiliated with al Qaeda.  Colonel B told us that the Syrians, Lebanese, 

Azeris, Libyans, Iraqi Arabs, and Iraqi Kurds came to the camp for 60-day training 

sessions.  All of these individuals were Sunni Muslims.  The trainees from each group 

came for 60-day training sessions, and they rarely mixed.  

                                                        
18 I describe this IRGC officer in more detail in my Affidavit re: the Havlish Investigation, and 
refer to him as “Colonel B.” 
19  For the reasons stated in ¶¶ 38-39 of my First Affidavit, and drawing upon my 30 years of 
experience and my skills as an investigative journalist in assessing sources’ information and 
credibility, I believe that Colonel B was being truthful with us,  and I think that his information is 
sound and that the documents he showed us are authentic.  Although Colonel B ultimately 
decided not to testify directly, I consider his information to be a substantial value to the Havlish 
investigation and in informing my expert opinion in this case.  At the very least, it is valuable 
background and corroborating information. 
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64. The Colonel told us that the IRGC maintained another separate camp in an 

especially for Saudi nationals because of their distinct cultural habits and religious 

practices, which differed even from fellow Sunnis.  This separate camp was located in an 

Iranian-controlled enclave of Iraqi Kurdistan controlled by Iranian intelligence and later, 

by Abu Musab al Zarqawi.20  

65. Another camp, run by Imad Mughniyah for special recruits Mughniyah spotted 

during his trips to Afghanistan, was set up in the desert just east of Tehran. 

66. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxx 

67. It is my expert opinion that these camps were the active continuation of the 

military/terrorist-training relationship that was established between Iran and al Qaeda in 

the Sudan and Lebanon in the early 1990s. 

 

The idea of using civilian airliners as weapons 

68. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

                                                        
20 This Iranian-controlled enclave was a sore point with Iraqi Kurdish leaders. The Prime 
Minister of the Kurdish Regional Government, Barham Saleh, accused Iranian intelligence 
officers operating out of this enclave of attempting to assassinate him in 2002.  The area was said 
to be controlled by a group known as Ansar al Islam, an al Qaeda affiliate, and was bombed by 
the United States during the 2003 war. 
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69. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxXxxxxxxxx  

70. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

71. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

72. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

73. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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74. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx the 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT 

and a plethora of open source material (and consistent with my debriefing of Colonel B, 

see ¶¶ 56-60, infra), already establishes that Mughniyah, Hizballah, and Iran worked 

together to train terrorists in camps in Lebanon and inside Iran. 

75. The 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT also places Mughniyah, as the “senior Hezballah 

operative,” on an airplane bound for Iran with one of the “muscle” hijackers in November 

2000, and an “associate” of Mughniyah’s on another flight from Beirut to Iran with three 

of the “muscle” hijackers in mid-November 2000.  Senior Hezballah officials in Beirut 

and Iran were known to have been expecting an important group traveling at this time.  In 

all, eight to ten of the fourteen Saudi “muscle” hijackers traveled into or out of Iran 

between October 2000 and February 2001.  9/11 COMMISSION REPORT at p. 240.  In 

addition, the 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT states that, in October 2000, Mughniyah, again, 

as the “senior operative of Hezbollah,” “visited Saudi Arabia to coordinate activities 

there.  He also planned to assist individuals in Saudi Arabia in traveling to Iran during 

November.  A top Hezbollah commander and Saudi Hezbollah contacts were involved.”  

9/11 COMMISSION REPORT at p. 240.  

76. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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77. Given the close ties already established by this time between Mughniyah and al 

Qaeda, and the training of al Qaeda operatives at Hizballah camps in Lebanon and in Iran 

by Mughniyah and the IRGC, it is clear, at the very least, that Mughniyah had ample 

opportunity and means to teach al Qaeda terrorists how to destroy a large building using a 

hijacked airliner.  In any event, regardless of exactly where and how al Qaeda learned the 

technique, the 9/11 attack was not the first time al Qaeda attempted to use the tactic.   

78. In December 1994, Algerian terrorists from the GIA (in English, the “Armed 

Islamic Group,”), which subsequently became part of al Qaeda, see Affidavit of Jean-

Louis Bruguière at ¶ 12, hijacked a French airliner on a regular flight from Algiers to 

Paris.  The plane landed in the southern French city of Marseilles to refuel.  A French 

SWAT team successfully stormed the plane, rescuing the hostages and arresting the 

hijackers.  The case was handed over to French counter-terrorism judge Jean-Louis 

Bruguière. 

79. Judge Bruguière briefed me on his investigation in late 2001.  From the very start, 

he told me, the hijacking was unusual because the Algerian militants then operating in 

France were primarily gun-runners fueling a radical Islamic fundamentalist insurrection 

in Algeria.  The hijacking was the first time the GIA had struck France itself. 

80. As Judge Bruguière broadened his investigation, he convinced British authorities 

to raid a London safe house belonging to another GIA cell.  As a result of that raid, Judge 

Bruguière discovered written orders to the hijackers revealing that the real goal of the 

mission had been to crash the aircraft into the Eiffel Tower in Paris.  Judge Bruguière 
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believes this is the first time that al Qaeda terrorists implemented the idea of using 

civilian airliners as weapons, and he called the attack a “precursor” to 9/11.21 

Egypt accuses Iran of training assassins who tried to kill Mubarak 

81. On July 7, 1995, five men armed with AK-47 assault rifles and rocket-propelled 

grenades opened fire on the motorcade of Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, as he was traveling from the airport to attend a conference of the 

Organization for African Unity.   

82. In July 1996, the Egyptian authorities arrested 44 Islamists loyal to Dr. Ayman al 

Zawahiri , who they accused of being involved in the attack.  One month later, a top 

advisor to Egyptian president Mubarak, Osama el Baz, accused Iran of having trained the 

terrorists who were involved in the attack on Mubarak.  See The Iran Brief, September 7, 

1996. 

83. Mubarak confirmed Iran’s involvement in the 1995 attack during an interview 

with the London-based Arabic newspaper al Hayat that appeared in early September 

1996.  “There is information, the source for which is the confessions of the terrorists who 

were arrested.  They confessed that Iran was involved and that it helped Sudan organize 

this operation,” Mubarak said.22 

  

                                                        
21 See Kenneth R. Timmerman, “Codes, Clues, and Confessions,” READER’S DIGEST, March 
2002. 
22 “Mubarak confirms senior adviser’s report that Iran backed attack to kill him in Ethiopia,” 
REUTERS, September 17, 1996. 
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Iran’s responsibility for the Khobar Towers attack 

84. On June 25, 1996, terrorists exploded a truck bomb outside the walls of the 

Khobar Towers housing complex in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, killing 19 U.S. Air Force 

personnel. 

85. In testimony before the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia in 2003, 

former FBI Director Louis Freeh and his former deputy, Dale Watson, identified the 

commander of the IRGC Qods Force, General Ahmed Vahidi, as the man who 

coordinated the Dhahran attack.23  I personally listened to and took notes on their 

testimony in court.  The district court found Iran responsible for the Khobar Towers 

bombing.  See Heiser v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 466 F. Supp. 2d 229 (D.D.C. 2006).   

86. Later, the 9/11 Commission examined classified CIA documents establishing that 

General Vahidi planned the attack with Ahmad al Mugassil, a Saudi-born al Qaeda 

operative  9/11 COMMISSION REPORT at p. 60, footnote 48.    

87. A former CIA agent who worked inside the IRGC for nearly a decade, Reza 

Kahlili, told me recently that General Vahidi was a key operator in Iran’s relationship to 

al Qaeda, and was undoubtedly involved in the planning of the 9/11 attacks. “Ahmad 

Vahidi’s contacts with al Qaeda went very deep,” Kahlili said. “Vahidi met repeatedly 

with bin Laden’s deputy, Ayman al Zawahiri, and collaborated in joint terrorist activities, 

joint ventures, such as Khobar Towers. He was head of the [IRGC] intelligence unit. He 

rose to become Qods force commander, and last year was appointed minister of defense. 

                                                        
23 In November 2007, INTERPOL issued Red Notices for Ahmed Vahidi and four other Iranian 
government officials at the request of the Government of Argentina, for their involvement in 
planning and executing the July 1994 attack on the AMIA Jewish Community Center in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina.  A separate INTERPOL Red Notice was issued for Imad Mughniyah in the 
same case. 
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He is in charge of the proliferation of arms to these groups, maintaining contact with 

them, arming them, and directing them.”24 

88. One of my sources, an Iranian, whose family member was among the very highest 

echelon of the Iranian leadership, told me that top IRGC intelligence officials and others 

involved in the overseas terror apparatus were gathered in the home of then-president Ali 

Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani on the evening of the Khobar Towers attack.  

89. This Iranian source, who has shown himself, to my satisfaction, to be a credible and 

reliable source, told me that, shortly after the attack, Rafsanjani received a telephone call 

confirming the success of the terrorist operation.  When he put the receiver down, “he 

smiled and handed out chocolates,” my Iranian source said, explaining that handing out 

chocolates is a sign of good fortune in Iran. 

90. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Iran provides financing to Osama bin Laden 

91. In February 1996, an Iranian Marxist opposition group known as the Organization 

of the People’s Fedaii Guerillas of Iran (OPFGI), through a credible and reliable source 

of mine known as “Bahram” (see ¶¶ 37, 39, 102-113 of my First Affidavit re: the Havlish 

                                                        
24 Interview with former IRGC officer (and CIA double-agent) Reza Kahlili, March 27, 2010. 
See also Kenneth R. Timmerman, “Ex-Agent Chronicles Being CIA’s Eyes and Ears in Iran,” 
Newsmax.com, March 30, 2010.  Kahlili’s memoir, A Time to Betray, was published on April 6, 
2010 by Threshhold Editions in New York. 
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investigation) provided me with documents relating to illegal purchases of embargoed 

Iraqi oil by the IRGC.   

92. Top aides to IRGC commander Major General Mohsen Rezai negotiated the oil 

purchases with Iraqi intermediaries in Paris, France.  Under the scheme, Iraqi oil tanker 

trucks monthly brought 30,000 metric tons of diesel fuel and 50,000 metric tons of 

gasoline to an Iranian border post controlled by the IRGC.  The IRGC then took 

possession of the oil products and sold them at a profit on the international market.25 

93. One of the documents provided to me by the OPFGI was a performance bond 

dated April 6, 1994 issued by the ASLK-CGER Bank in Brussels, Belgium, on behalf of 

the IRGC sellers, in favor of the buyer, the al Shamal Islamic Bank in Khartoum, Sudan. 

Ex. B-6.   

94. Osama bin Laden was a co-founder of the al Shamal Islamic Bank, and he 

capitalized it with $50 million from his own inheritance.26 

95. The international oil markets are extremely complex, and a high level of 

confidence is needed to work with partners on black market transactions of this 

magnitude.  Thus, assuming the authenticity of the documents provided to me by the 

OPFGI - and upon careful investigation, I believe they are authentic - these documents 

provide evidence of the depth of the ties that already existed by1994 between Osama bin 

Laden and the IRGC. 

  

                                                        
25 “Iran Breaks UN Embargo on Iraq,” The Iran Brief, April 1, 1996. 
26 See “Usama Bin Laden: Islamic Extremist Financier,” Department of State Fact Sheet, August 
14, 1996. 
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96. It is my expert opinion that this document is evidence that the Government of 

Iran, through the IRGC, was knowingly engaged in financial transactions with al Qaeda 

long prior to 9/11, and took steps to keep those ties secret. 

1996-1998: Iran, OBL, the Taliban, and the Hekmatyar connection 

97. I have reviewed previously classified Department of State cables from Pakistan 

and elsewhere covering the years 1996-2000 that provide extensive detail of Iran’s 

involvement in Afghanistan.  These documents were released under the Freedom Of 

Information Act (FOIA) to the National Security Archive, a project of George 

Washington University in Washington, D.C. 

98. Among other subjects, these documents detail Iran’s alliance with radical Sunni 

warlord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar , and Iran’s on-again, off-again ties to the Taliban. 

99. In 1996, when U.S. pressure on the government of Sudan threatened Osama bin 

Laden’s sanctuary in Khartoum, Iran’s ally, Hekmatyar, invited bin Laden to join him 

in Afghanistan. 

100. Not long after bin Laden joined Hekmatyar in Afghanistan, U.S. diplomats 

reported that Hekmatyar met with Iranian foreign minister Ali Akbar Velayati . 

101. Taliban officials were well aware of Osama bin Laden’s close ties to Iran.  

During a December 1997 meeting in Washington, D.C., Assistant Secretary of State Karl 

Indefurth made an official request to the Taliban to expel bin Laden from Afghanistan.  

Three Taliban government ministers replied that, if they did so, bin Laden would “go to 

Iran and cause more trouble.”  Ex. B-7 at p. 9. 
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102. When tensions between Iran and the Taliban reached their peak in February 1998, 

Iran ordered Hekmatyar to do battle against the Taliban as Iran’s surrogate, even though 

Hekmatyar’s friend, bin Laden, was then allied with the Taliban. 

103. I learned additional details of Iran’s cooperation with Hekmatyar from senior 

Pakistani officials, including the director of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence, (ISI) 

during a trip to the region in February-March 1998, in particular, that Iran was flying 

arms and equipment to Hekmatyar inside Afghanistan. See “The Great Game in 

Afghanistan,” The Iran Brief, April 6, 1998. 

104. In August 1998, Taliban troops massacred Afghani Hazara Shiites and Iranian 

diplomats in Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan.  In response, Iran massed some 250,000 troops 

at its border with Afghanistan and threatened to invade. 

105. Yet, even at the peak of this very public hostility between Iran and the Taliban 

regime, the IRGC was laying the groundwork for a new relationship with the Taliban and 

especially with al Qaeda. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxx27 

106. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

                                                        
27 Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

107. This double-dealing is consistent with Iranian government behavior since the 

beginning of the Islamic Republic regime in 1979. 

2000: Iran courts the Taliban; meets Zawahiri in Afghanistan 

108. I have reviewed recently released transcripts of detainee hearings at the U.S. 

detention facility at Guantanamo Bay that provide additional examples of improving 

Iran-Taliban relations from 1999-2001. 

109. Former Taliban Interior Minister Khirrullah Said Wali Khairkhwa  was the 

commander of Taliban forces that initially took the city of Mazar-e Sharif in Afghanistan 

in 1996.  The massacre of Afghani Hazara Shiites and Iranian diplomats in Mazar-e 

Sharif that followed in 1998 should have made Khairkhwa a hated figure in Iran’s eyes.  

Khairkhwa told a U.S. military tribunal in Guantanamo that, despite that background, the 

Taliban appointed him Governor of Herat Province from 1999-2001 with the specific 

mission “to improve relations between Iran and the Taliban government.” 

110. “On 7 January 2000, the detainee [Khairkhwa] and three other Taliban officials 

attended a meeting with Iranian and Hizbi Islami-Gulbuddin Hekmatyar faction officials.  

Present at the meeting were Afghan Hizbi Islami-Gulbuddin leader, Gulbuddin 

Hekmatyar, and Ayman al Zawahiri.  Topics of discussion included United States 
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intervention in the region, restoration of peace in Afghanistan, and strengthening the ties 

with Iran government.”28 

111. After 9/11, Khairkhwa continued to meet with Iranian government officials.  “In 

November 2001, the detainee met with an Iranian diplomatic delegation. The Iranian 

government was prepared to offer anti-aircraft weapons to the Taliban for use against the 

United States and coalition forces operating in Afghanistan,” according to the same 

transcript cited above.  Ex. B-8. 

112. The Islamic Republic of Iran, the Taliban, and al Qaeda have gone to great 

lengths to purvey a public myth that they are ferocious enemies because of their religious 

differences.  According to the head of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence, who I 

interviewed in 1998 in Islamabad, the Iranian government periodically attacked Sunni 

Muslim leaders and institutions in Pakistan, to enflame sectarian hatred.  Similarly, al 

Qaeda in Iraq became notorious after the U.S. invasion of Iraq for its repeated attacks on 

Shiite religious shrines and personalities.29   

113. However, everything I have learned in my investigations over the past twenty 

years indicates that the public myth of irreconcilable Sunni-Shiite religious differences is 

false when it comes to terrorist operations, and that both the Taliban and al Qaeda have 

cooperated extensively with Iran since the early 1990s, especially against the United 

States and against Jewish or Israeli targets.  

 

                                                        
28 “Unclassified Summary of Evidence for Administrative Review Board in the Case of 
Khairkhwa, Khirullah Said Wali,” October 7, 2005, p. 533. (These pages appear to have been 
misnumbered in the transcript, repeating the 000530 sequence.) 
29  This is one reason why Iran kept its terrorist training camps segregated along sectarian, and 
even nationality, lines, as described previously at ¶¶ 62-66, supra. 
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114. In recent written testimony before the Senate Armed Services committee on 

March 16, 2010, U.S. CENTCOM commander General David Petraeus acknowledged 

that Iran has been aiding the Taliban in Afghanistan and that such aid continues to the 

present day.  "[Al Qaeda] continues to use Iran as a key facilitation hub, where 

facilitators connect al Qaeda’s senior leadership to regional affiliates,” he said.  "And 

although Iranian authorities do periodically disrupt this network by detaining select al 

Qaeda facilitators and operational planners, Tehran’s policy in this regard is often 

unpredictable.”  

2000-2001: Iran becomes the al Qaeda travel facilitator 

115. Iran is known to have provided travel documents and to facilitate travel into and 

out of Afghanistan for al Qaeda operatives seeking to disguise their travels from Western 

intelligence agencies.  

116. I heard anecdotal information from U.S. intelligence officers, gathered during 

their trips to Afghan-Pakistan border region from 1998-2000, indicating that the United 

States was then aware that al Qaeda was trying to avoid Pakistan as much as possible as 

an entry and exit point to Afghanistan because they believed the United States had 

thousands” of CIA and FBI officers on the ground hunting for Osama bin Laden and his 

colleagues as part of the East African U.S. Embassies bombing investigation.30 

117. The head of Pakistan’s ISI told me in an interview in March 1998 that the ISI 

itself was worried that such a U.S. operation was underway, because it might prompt bin 

Laden to attack American targets in Pakistan, and he had raised the issue with senior U.S. 

                                                        
30  Such a belief by al Qaeda was, of course, false.  There was no such U.S. task force on the 
ground in Pakistan at that time. 
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officials.  The U.S. “asked us to convey to bin Laden via the Taliban that they had no 

plans to come after him,” the ISI director told me. 

118. A number of lower level Guantanamo Bay detainees describe facilities provided 

to them as al Qaeda members by Iran.  Several said that Iran facilitated their travel 

between Afghanistan and Europe, so they could bypass Pakistan, where they believed the 

United States could detect them.  See Ex. B-9.  Among them: 

a. Detainee Al Wady, Hamoud Abdullah Hamoud Hassan “traveled to 

Afghanistan from Yemen via Iran and Syria in early 2001. [Detainee 

hearings, p. 521.]   

b. Detainee Al Suadi Abdul Aziz Abdullah Ali  “traveled from Damascus, 

Syria, to Tehran Iran, to Mashaad [sic], Iran, to Tibatt, Iran and then to 

Kandahar, Afghanistan” when he joined al Qaeda near the end of 2000.  

[Detainee hearings, p. 530.] 

c. Detainee Muhammed, Abdul Majid , who served 3 to 4 years in the 

Iranian army before going to Afghanistan, obtained a letter from Hezbi 

Islami leader Gulbuddin Hekmatiar “allowing the detainee to cross the 

border from Iran to Afghanistan” as a drug courier.  [Detainee hearings, p. 

500.] 

d. Detainee Peerzai Qari Hasan Ulla, a deputy to the Taliban intelligence 

chief, “was likely recruited by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corp or 

the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security, trained and returned to 

Afghanistan as a collector and for operational use.” [Detainee hearings, p. 

509.]  The military prosecutors working on the detainee hearings had 
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access to U.S. intelligence files on the detainees, which included 

information in addition to what had been obtained through direct 

interrogation.  That information prompted the prosecutors in Peerzai’s 

case to make the following critical observation: “Contacts with al Qaeda 

were said to have been established through the Iranian Ministry of 

Intelligence and Security (MOIS). All Iranian intelligence chiefs had 

contact with al Qaeda as of the mid-1990s.” [Detainee hearings, p. 509.] 

119. Another case in point is that of Tarek Charaabi, a Tunisian who was arrested in 

Italy as part of a roundup of al Qaeda members in April 2001.  Charaabi was, reportedly, 

worried when an al Qaeda travel “facilitator” told him to use the “rat line” through Iran.  

The facilitator reassured him that al Qaeda had “total collaboration with the Iranians” and 

had its own organization in Iran “that takes care of helping the mujahedin brothers cross 

the border.”  The facilitator said that al Qaeda had switched from using Pakistan as a 

transit point because “in these past years there’s [sic] too many secret services.”  

Charaabi was instructed to go to the Iranian embassy in London to pick up a visa 

“because it’s very smooth and then everything’s well organized all the way to the training 

camps.”  Their March 10, 2001, conversation was wire-tapped by Italian police and 

presented in a Milan courtroom during the February 2002 trial of Charaabi and three 

other Tunisians, who were then convicted of having provided logistical support to al 

Qaeda in Europe.31 

 

                                                        
31 Judge Giovanna Verga sentenced them to up to five years in prison. See Timmerman, 
Countdown to Crisis, p. 271; Sebastian Rotella, “Terrorism Suspects Traced to Iran,” Los 
Angeles Times, August 1, 2004; and “Al Qaeda suspect jailed in Italy,” CNN, February 22, 2002. 
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The 9/11 Commission documents 

120. The 9/11 Commission discovered evidence of Iran’s material support for the al 

Qaeda 9/11 hijackers just one week before the Commission sent its final report to the 

printer in July 2004.  The evidence came in the form of 75 highly classified U.S. 

intelligence documents, which were reviewed by Commission staff on a Sunday morning 

in a secure facility at the National Security Agency.   

121. These documents detailed assistance the Iranian government and its Lebanese 

proxy, Hizballah, provided to al Qaeda before the September 11, 2001 attacks.  

122. I learned of this discovery in September 2004 from a member of the 9/11 

Commission, who introduced me to Commission staff members who had taken part in the 

last minute document review.32  Ex. B-10.   

123. The NSA documents comprised a complete documented record of operational ties 

between Iran and al Qaeda for the critical months just prior to September 11.   

124. A member of the 9/11 Commision staff team that conducted the review told me 

the documents showed that Iran had facilitated the travel of al Qaeda operatives and 

ordered Iranian border inspectors not to put telltale stamps in the operatives’ passports, 

thus keeping their travel documents clean.  This staff member also told me the documents 

showed that the Iranians were fully aware that they were helping operatives who were 

part of an organization preparing attacks against the United States.   

125. The NSA documents are summarized on pages 240-241 of the 9/11 COMMISSION 

REPORT, which states, “There is strong evidence that Iran facilitated the transit of al 

                                                        
32   See Countdown to Crisis, pp. 268-71. New York Times reporter Philip Shenon also reported 
this episode in his 2008 book, The Commission, at pp. 370-73.   
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Qaeda members into and out of Afghanistan before 9/11 and that some of these were 

future 9/11 hijackers.”   

126. The 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT also states that a “senior Hezbollah operative” and 

his associate accompanied future hijackers on their travels to Iran.  Ex. B-11. 

127. I learned from 9/11 Commission staff that the “senior Hezbollah operative” was 

clearly identified in the NSA documents as Imad Fayez Mughniyah, although the 

Commission ultimately decided against naming Mughniyah in the printed version of the 

report. 

128. On behalf of Havlish, I have petitioned senior White House officials and members 

of the House Permanent Select Intelligence Committee to use their influence to get these 

documents – or relevant portions thereof – declassified, without success. 

129. In addition, at my suggestion, since 2007, Havlish attorneys have submitted 

several requests to the Director, CIA, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, 

and the Director, DIA, to get supporting documents cited in the footnotes of these pages 

of the 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT released under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  

Those requests have been denied.   

 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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 February 2001: 9/11 Coordinator Ramzi Binalshibh travels to Iran 
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148. Identified by the 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT as the “coordinator” of the 9/11 plot, 

Ramzi Binalshibh met repeatedly with lead hijacker Mohammad Atta in various cities 

in Europe in late 2000 and early 2001, then traveled to Afghanistan to deliver a progress 

report from the operations team to Osama bin Laden and his deputy, Ayman al 

Zawahiri .  En route, Binalshibh stopped over in Iran . 

149. The 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT does not mention Binalshibh’s trips to Iran, 

although it references intelligence reports on Binalshibh’s activities in Germany that the 

German BKA provided to the Commission.   

150. Havlish attorneys Richard Hailey, J.D. Lee, and Timothy B. Fleming and I met 

with the German federal prosecutors in September 2004.  Chief prosecutor Walter 

Hemberger provided to the Havlish attorneys one of those intelligence reports showing 

that Binalshibh traveled to Iran on his own passport after getting a visa from the Iranian 

embassy in Berlin. 

151. The German federal prosecutors also provided Havlish attorneys with a certified 

copy of a memo the BKA sent to the FBI in November 2001, documenting Binalshibh’s 

travel to Iran in January-February 2001.  In addition, Walter Hemberger gave us copies of 

several news articles I had written on the subject of Iran’s cooperation with al Qaeda.  

Hemberger stated that he provided these documents to the 9/11 Commission in June 

2004.36  

152. The BKA memo states that Binalshibh obtained a visa from the Iranian embassy 

in Berlin, traveled via Amsterdam on January 27-28, 2001, and then flew to Iran on 

                                                        
36 The 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT, footnote 81 to Chapter 5, p. 495, states that the German federal 
prosecutor sent a letter to 9/11 Commission staff on June 24, 2004, providing documents and 
answering questions from the Commission. 
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January 31, 2001.  While the BKA states it had no information how long Binalshibh 

stayed in Iran, the Germans next picked up his trace on February 28, 2001, when 

Binalshibh returned to Hamburg to empty out the apartment used by the 9/11 pilots.  Ex 

B-13.37  Binalshibh was eventually arrested in Pakistan in September 2002. 

153. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxx  Binalshibh may also have traveled through Iran to Afghanistan, as the 9/11 

COMMISSION REPORT says that at least eight of the hijackers did, to avoid having 

Afghanistan entry and exit stamps in his passport, and as well, to avoid suspected U.S. 

surveillance in Pakistan. 

154. By issuing him visas for Iran, the Iranian government clearly facilitated 

Binalshibh’s travel.  It is my expert opinion that Binalshibh did not travel to Iran as a 

tourist, that the Iranian government knew Binalshibh played a key role in the terrorist plot 

then being hatched, and that, because of this, provided material assistance to him. 

 

   Iran purchases a Boeing flight simulator 

155. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

 

                                                        
37 BKA Cable number 13423, dated November 23, 2001. Ref: No 177/01. File 14-31. 
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168. One of my trusted sources on the 9/11 Commission staff told me that Iran was 

“definitely aware that something big was going down” and collaborated by providing 

travel documents, travel assistance, washed documents, training, and other material 

assistance to the conspiracy. 
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169. On September 11, 2001, the day of the attack, I spoke to Ahmad Rezai, the son of 

former IRGC commander, Major General Mohsen Rezai.  The younger Rezai was then 

living in Los Angeles and had been trying to convince his parents to send his younger 

sister to the United States to attend a university, something they had always resisted.  

After watching the news of the attacks, the father said he was considering sending all the 

family out of Iran.  He warned his son to take extra security precautions because it was 

clear to him that Iran would get blamed for the attacks.  The implication of his father’s 

comment on sending his family outside of Iran was crystal clear to his son: his father was 

afraid the United States would bomb Iran in retaliation for Iran’s involvement in the plot.   

See Countdown to Crisis, pp. 250-51.   

170. Like the son, I infer that the father had knowledge that Iran was involved, and had 

advance knowledge of, the 9/11 attack.  While this is merely anecdotal evidence, it comes 

from a source connected to the upper echelons of the Iranian regime (the elder Rezai was 

a presidential candidate in 2005 and again in 2009).   

Iran evacuates al Qaeda operatives from Afghanistan after 9/11 

171. In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, Iranian security forces used the “rat-line” that 

they had established earlier (to help al Qaeda operatives reach Europe) to evacuate al 

Qaeda fighters and their families from Afghanistan before the U.S.-led coalition attack on 

the Taliban regime reached its peak.  Among the high-level al Qaeda officials who came 

through the “rat-line” were Saad Bin Laden, Saef al Adel, and Abu Mussab Zarqawi. 

172. In the weeks after the 9/11 attacks, hundreds of lower level al Qaeda fighters 

streamed across the border into Iran, along with their families, in convoys of four-wheel 

drive vehicles.  Most were transferred to safe houses to the north of Tehran.  All were 
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under the protection of the Iranian regime.  The evacuation was handled under the orders 

of IRGC intelligence chief Morteza Rezai (not to be confused with Mohsen Rezai, 

discussed above). 

173. I learned about the Iranian’s evacuation of al Qaeda from Afghanistan from 

multiple sources, including “Colonel B” (see ¶¶ 88-99 of my First Affidavit re: the 

Havlish Investigation), whose IRGC colleagues were personally involved in the 

evacuation; “Bahram” (id., ¶¶ 100-10,), whose OPFGI organization had identified safe 

houses outside of Tehran where nearly 800 al Qaeda fighters and their families were 

being housed; and U.S. Government officials, who told me they were aware that Iran was 

using “helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft” in addition to the convoys of four-wheel drive 

vehicles to evacuate al Qaeda operatives to the Iranian city of Mashhad and beyond in 

October 2001. 

174. After denying for eighteen months that any al Qaeda operatives were present in 

Iran, on February 16, 2003, Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi told reporters that 

the authorities had “arrested” or “deported” more than 500 al Qaeda members. 

175. However, the sources mentioned in ¶ 168, supra, told me at the time that none of 

the high-level al Qaeda operatives or their families was ever arrested by the regime.  

Instead, they were transferred from safe houses that had been “blown” to Boostaneh 

Bostan, a more secure guesthouse run by IRGC intelligence and known to U.S. 

intelligence analysts to whom I spoke as the site of a former army depot near Karaj, north 

of Tehran. 

176. In addition, I have never seen reports of any al Qaeda members “deported” from 

Iran to any other country.  Even if such an arrangement had been made with, for example, 
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Saudi Arabia, at some point it would have leaked out.  I am aware of no such 

information, and, in my profession, I constantly monitor reports from multiple 

information streams looking for such developments. 

177. According to press reports and my own sources, the United States intercepted 

communications from Saif al Adel, then in Mashhad, to al Qaeda assassination teams in 

Saudi Arabia just before their May 12, 2003, assault on three housing compounds in 

Riyadh.  More than 92 people died during the running gun battles that ensued.  The May 

12 attacks shocked the Saudi regime and prompted the first serious crackdown on al 

Qaeda and its supporters in the Kingdom.  The attacks also prompted an immediate cutoff 

of then ongoing high-level negotiations between the U.S. ambassador to the United 

Nations, Zalmay Khalilzad, and senior Iranian government officials.  

178. Following these events, the United States Government publicly accused the 

Iranian government of harboring al Qaeda operatives in Iran, prompting Iranian 

intelligence minister Ali Yunesi to claim, in August 2003, that his services were 

detaining “large numbers” of al Qaeda terrorists, purportedly under house arrest.41 

179. Based on the above facts, it is my expert opinion that senior al Qaeda 

operatives, including their top military planners, sought – and were provided –

refuge in Iran after the 9/11 attacks and that they used Iran as a base for additional 

terrorist attacks after 9/11, with the knowledge, approval, and assistance of the 

highest levels of the Iranian government. 

 

                                                        
41 CNN 8/1/2003.  President George W. Bush also accused Iran of “harboring al Qaeda 
leadership” when the 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT was released in July 2004.  See Joseph Curl, 
“Bush Hits Iran for Aid to al Qaeda,” Washington Times, July 20, 2004. 
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French counter-terrorism judge finds Iran tie to al Qaeda 

180. In October 2004, French counter-terrorism judge Jean-Louis Bruguière wrapped 

up his investigation into the al Qaeda plot to bomb the Strasbourg Cathedral over the 

December 2000 Christmas holidays.  The alleged leader of the plot, a Moroccan named 

Mohammad Ben Zakhriah, a/k/a Meliani, had trained in Afghanistan with top al Qaeda 

operatives.  Among the documents Bruguière sent to prosecutors were copies of 

Zakhriah’s passport and his travel records, showing that he traveled back and forth 

between Afghanistan and Europe through Iran. Judge Bruguière briefed me on his 

findings once he had closed his investigation. 

181. Judge Bruguière found that Iran provided safe haven, travel facilities, financial 

support, intelligence, and limited operational assistance to the al Qaeda network run by 

Abu Musab Zarqawi, a Jordanian of Palestinian ancestry who went on to become the 

leader of “al Qaeda in Iraq” after the 2003 Gulf War. 

182.  Iran’s close ties to Zarqawi were well known to the French intelligence services 

before the 2003 Gulf War.  In the fall of 2002, the French delivered to the United States 

classified cables and a detailed organization chart showing Zarqawi’s Iran connection 

and the location of his Iranian-backed terror cells inside Iraqi territory.  This was well 

before U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell made his presentation to the United Nations 

Security Council, where he claimed that Zarqawi was backed by Iraqi  dictator Saddam 

Hussein, not Iran.  The misrepresentation of the source of support for Zarqawi’s Ansar Al 
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Islam organization by Secretary Powell added to the well-documented frictions between 

Paris and Washington at the time.42  

183. Judge Bruguière assisted Spanish authorities investigating the al Qaeda cell that 

carried out the March 11, 2004, commuter train bombings in Madrid, Spain, as many of 

the suspects were Moroccans who had lived or worked in France.  Judge Bruguière found 

that key suspects always transited through Iran from Afghanistan on their way to Europe 

because they knew that the route was safe and the Iranian government had approved their 

travels. 

184. Spanish communications intercepts, cited by the Los Angeles Times, showed that 

a primary suspect in the Madrid attacks, Mustafa Setmariam Nasar, frequently operated 

from a base in Iran after the 9/11 attacks, and traveled to Europe from Iran to set the 

Madrid plot in motion.43 

185. Judge Bruguière expressed to me his conclusion that the Iranians repeatedly 

provided safe haven, travel facilities, financial support, intelligence, and some operational 

assistance to al Qaeda operatives, especially in the post 9/11 period, as part of a larger 

strategy of increasing the pressure on the United States and Israel. As he explained to me, 

“Al Qaeda is not a threat to Iran because the Iranians see no opposition between Sunnis 

and Shiites.”  See Countdown to Crisis, p. 279. 

 

 

                                                        
42 Judge Bruguière makes a point of this in the sworn statement he provided to Havlish attorneys 
for this case. 
43 See Sebastian Rotella, “Terrorism Suspects Traced to Iran,” Los Angeles Times, August 1, 
2004; and Sharon Chadha, “What is al Qaeda Management Doing in Iran?” RADIO FREE 

EUROPE/RADIO LIBERTY, December 4, 2004. 
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Reports that Osama bin Laden is in Iran 
 

186. I have received several overlapping reports since 2005 that Osama bin Laden himself has 

been in Iran at various times since the 9/11 attacks.  These reports came from the three distinct, 

unconnected sources.   

a. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

b. In March 2008, Alan Parrot, the CEO of a U.S-based non-profit naturalist 

organization, the Union for the Conservation of Raptors, traveled to Tajikstan and 

Afghanistan with a film crew to interview a smuggler who claimed he met 

regularly with Osama bin Laden during falcon hunting season in the vast rolling 

steppes of northeastern Iran.  Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  I reviewed the entire fifty-five minute 

interview with the smuggler, who was not identified by name.  In addition, Mr. 

Parrot provided me with taped conversations, interview notes, and other materials, 

to support his view that Osama bin Laden regularly hunted falcons in Iran, since 

at least November 2004, with the approval, assistance and cover of the Iranian 

government, which closed the entire provincial region where bin Laden 
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was hunting to other foreigners, including to other wealthy Arabs.44 Mr. Parrot 

has incorporated excerpts from the interview with the smuggler mentioned above 

in a documentary film, “Feathered Cocaine,” which premiered on April 27, 2010 

at the Tribeca Film Festival in New York. 

c. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

187. While I have been unable to corroborate independently any of these “sightings” of Osama 

bin Laden in Iran, they fit a longstanding pattern of Iranian cooperation with the al Qaeda 

leadership that began in 1991-1992 in the Sudan.  Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

188.  Leaders of the U.S. intelligence community have stated repeatedly that they believe 

Osama bin Laden has been hiding out in the mountains along the Afghan-Pakistan border.  While 

this is a very wild area, it is also arguably the most watched piece 

  

                                                        
44 See Kenneth R. Timmerman,“Did Bin Laden Find Safe Haven in Iraq?” Newsmax.com, April 
3, 2009. 
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of real estate on Earth.  In addition to more than 100,000 Pakistan army troops patrolling the 

region, as well as numerous Pakistani intelligence officers and their agents, the United States 

conducts extensive surveillance of the region by satellite and by Predator drone and through 

other means. 

189. In my expert opinion, all the sources’ information and the evidence referenced in this 

affidavit substantially increase the possibility that Osama bin Laden currently is being sheltered 

by the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in a part of Iran far from U.S. or foreign 

surveillance.  Furthermore, it is my expert opinion that Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda certainly 

have been sheltered, aided, and given various forms of material assistance by the Iranian 

government at various times before and since the 9/11 attacks. 

 

Usage of all Iranian state instrumentalities in support of terrorism 

190. It is my expert opinion that the Iranian regime uses the entire state apparatus in support of 

its terrorist operations.  I base this on the many cases of Iranian government terrorist operations I 

have investigated personally.  Notably, the first elected president of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

Abolhassan Banisadr, testifies in Havlish that this is true, xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  The 

following are just a few examples and sources to illustrate the scope of this broad-based and far-

reaching use of the state apparatus in support of terror. 

191. The Bakhtiar murder.  To carry out the murder of former Prime Minister Shahpour 

Bakhtiar, who was gruesomely murdered by Iranian regime agents at his home 
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outside of Paris on August 6, 1991, the Iranian government used multiple government ministries 

and organizations to provide logistics and operational support to the assassins.  

192. According to the 177-page prosecutor’s report, to which I had access while reporting for 

TIME magazine on the case in 1994, the assassination was orchestrated by MOIS, then headed by 

Ali Fallahian .  

193. The French authorities found visa application forms for the killers that were endorsed by 

a French electronics company called Syfax, whose owners told the French they had sponsored 

the visas at the request of Massoud Hendi, the former Paris bureau chief for IRIB, Iranian state 

television.  

194. At the time, IRIB was headed by Mohammed Hashemi, brother of Ali Akbar Hashemi-

Rafsanjani.  Hendi told prosecutors he had sought the visas at the request of Hossein Sheikhattar, 

a senior aide to the minister of telecommunications.  

195. Helping the assassination team escape through Switzerland was Zeinolabedine Sarhadi, a 

nephew of Hashemi-Rafsanjani.  

196. Sarhadi’s mission order was signed by foreign minister Ali Akbar Velayati .  

197. Judge Jean-Louis Bruguière, the investigative magistrate for the case, told me at the time, 

“The whole Iranian state apparatus is at the service of these operations.”45 

198. Reza Kahlili. Former IRGC officer and CIA double-agent Reza Kahlili describes, in his 

recent memoir, A Time To Betray, supra, several examples of the usage of state instrumentalities 

to support terrorism that he personally witnessed.  

                                                        
45 “The Tehran Connection,” TIME, March 21, 1994, by Thomas Sancton, with reporting by 
Nomi Morris/Berlin, Elaine Shannon/Washington, and Kenneth R. Timmerman / Geneva, 
Istanbul, Paris, and Vienna. 
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199. At one point, he told his CIA handler that Iran’s ruling clerics “fund terrorist groups 

through charitable organizations.”  See p. 130.  

200. Kahlili also described how the IRGC used stretch limousines in Dubai “displaying 

Iranian flags and consulate license plates” to transfer of arms and money to terrorist groups.  See 

p. 174.  

201. “The Ministry of Foreign Affairs became the center for intelligence and terror, with 

intelligence officers posted as ambassadors and consuls around the world,” Kahlili told me in a 

recent interview.  The regime also used Iran Air, and the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines 

in support of terrorist operations, he said. “Basically, every entity of the Iranian government is 

connected to terrorism, working under the umbrella of the Qods Force of the Revolutionary 

Guards.”  Kenneth R. Timmerman, “Ex-Agent Chronicles Being CIA’s Eyes and Ears in Iran,” 

Newsmax.com, March 30, 2010. 

202. Jahangir Amouzegar.  Over the past few years, the IRGC has been expanding its 

involvement in, indeed, its ownership stake in the Iranian economy.  According to well-respected 

Iranian economist Jahangir Amuzegar, a former Iranian Minister of Finance and the Iranian 

representative to the Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), “the government and 

state-affiliated entities continue to own, manage or control some seventy percent of the economy, 

with the Pasdaran (Revolutionary Guards) making increasing inroads into such strategic areas as 

oil and gas, infrastructure, telecommunications, missile development, nuclear energy and even 

some unsavory operations.”  Javangir Amuzegar, “Bad structure + bad management = lousy 

economy,” International Iran Times, April 2, 2010, p. 5. 
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208. U.S. security officials in northern Iraq told me, while I was on a reporting trip to the 

region in April 2008, that Iran also provided truckloads of commercial goods, such as electric 

space heaters, for free to its agents inside Iraq, which they could sell on local markets to fund 

their intelligence gathering or terrorist networks.  

209. The Iranian government derives the funds for many of these operations from the income 

of the National Iranian Oil Company and the state-owned gas companies. 

210. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

211. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

212. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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   January 2009 Statement from the U.S. Treasury 

213. On January 16, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury designated Saad bin Laden 

and three other top al Qaeda officials as international terrorists under Executive Order 13224.  

The three-page background paper released in support of the designation provides important new 

details of the relationship between the four men and the Islamic 
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Republic of Iran.  This information corroborates significant elements of the testimony I have 

provided in this affidavit.  Ex. B-15. 

214. In particular, the January 16, 2009 Treasury report states: In “late 2001, Sa’ad bin 

Laden facilitated the travel of Usama bin Laden’s family members from Afghanistan to Iran.  

Sa’ad made key decisions for al Qaida and was part of a small group of al Qaida members 

that was involved in managing the terrorist organization from Iran.” 

215. The January 16, 2009 Treasury report further states:  Mustafa Hamid, a senior al Qaeda 

member, “served as a primary interlocutor between al Qaida and the Government of Iran….  

While living in Iran, Hamid was harbored by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), 

which served as Hamid’s point of contact for communications between al Qaida and Iran.”  

216. The January 16, 2009 Treasury report further states:  “In the mid-1990s, Mustafa Hamid 

reportedly negotiated a secret relationship between Osama bin Laden and Iran, allowing many al 

Qaeda members safe transit through Iran to Afghanistan…. In the late 1990s, Mustafa Hamid 

passed communications between Osama bin Laden and the Government of Iran.  When tensions 

were high between Iran and Afghanistan, Mustafa Hamid traveled multiple times from Kandahar 

to Tehran as an intermediary for the Taliban.  In late 2001, Mustafa Hamid was in Tehran 

delivering messages from the Taliban to the Government of Iran. Hamid also negotiated on 

behalf of al Qaida in an attempt to relocate al Qaida families to Iran” after the 9/11 attacks. 

217.   The January 16, 2009 Treasury report further states:  Muhammad Rab’a al Sayid al 

Bahtiyti,  an Egyptian-born al Qaeda operative, “has served as a trusted aid to 
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his father-in-law, Ayman al Zawahiri….  After September 11, 2001, Ayman al Zawahiri 

instructed Bahtiyti to take al Zawahiri’s family to Iran.  Bahtiyti reportedly traveled to Iran with 

al Zawahiri’s daughters, where he was subsequently responsible for them.  In January 2003, 

while working from Iran, Bahtiyti arranged housing on behalf of al Qaeda” operatives who came 

to Iran seeking refugee from U.S. trackers.   

218. The January 16, 2009 Treasury report further states:  Ali Saleh Husain, a/k/a Abu 

Dahhak, was a Yemeni al Qaeda operative who “had close relations” with bin Laden himself.  In 

April 2002, while living in Iran, he was given “responsibility for operation meetings for attacks 

against Israel,” and was a chief al Qaeda contact in Iran for acquiring fresh travel documents for 

al Qaeda operatives.  “In 2001 after the fall of the Taliban, Husain facilitated the movement of al 

Qaida associated fighters, including an al Qaida military commander, from Afghanistan to Iran.  

After leaving Afghanistan, Husain was responsible for smuggling al Qaida members and 

associates via networks in Zahedan, Iran.” 

219. The four al Qaeda members referenced in the Treasury report, one of which was the 

eldest son of Osama bin Laden, were among a larger group of al Qaeda operatives allegedly 

“detained” by the Iranian regime in mid-2003, after Saudi Arabia complained that Iran had 

allowed al Qaeda to plot the May 2003 terrorist attacks in Riyadh from Iranian soil.47    

Further the Affiant sayeth not. 

                                                        
47 During those attacks, al Qaeda operatives shot their way into three housing compounds and set 
off multiple car bombs, killing 91 people.  The Saudis called the May 2003 attacks “our 9/11” 
and launched a crackdown on homegrown Islamic extremists in the weeks that followed. 
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USA v. Usama Bin Laden - Trial Transcript Day 2

6 February 2001 
Source: Digital file from the Court Reporters Office, Southern District of New York. 

This is the transcript for Day 2 of the trial. 

See other transcripts: http://cryptome.org/usa-v-ubl-dt.htm 

The main witness today has been termed the US's Confidential Source No. 1, and has not heretofore 
been publicly identified. 

Cryptome's two top investigators attended the trial today for an hour, observed the jury of 18 persons (6 
alternates) predominately minorities, the prosecutors also predominately minorities though the lead was 
Cauc, the three or four defendants and their legal teams, the main witness and interpretation apparatus, 
the filled courtroom (an overflow space received video of the proceedings), and the most impressive trial 
information systems with large flat panel computer screens for each jury member, for the prosecution 
and defense teams and plasma displays for the audience. Heavy security inside the courtroom, the 
courthouse and surrounding area: bountiful US Marshals, two metal detectors and checkpoints to pass 
through, single bank of elevators for access to the 3rd Floor courtroom, a metal and glass security 
bunker within the courtroom, surveillance cameras galore. 

                                                                158

   1   UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
       SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
   2   ------------------------------x

   3   UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

   4              v.                           S(7) 98 Cr. 1023

   5   USAMA BIN LADEN, et al.,

   6                  Defendants.

   7   ------------------------------x

   8
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                                               New York, N.Y.
   9                                           February 6, 2001
                                               10:00 a.m.
  10

  11

  12   Before:

  13                       HON. LEONARD B. SAND,

  14                                           District Judge

  15

  16

  17

  18

  19

  20

  21

  22

  23

  24

  25

                                                                159

   1                            APPEARANCES
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   2   MARY JO WHITE
            United States Attorney for the
   3        Southern District of New York
       BY:  PATRICK FITZGERALD
   4        KENNETH KARAS
            PAUL BUTLER
   5        Assistant United States Attorneys

   6
       SAM A. SCHMIDT
   7   JOSHUA DRATEL
       KRISTIAN K. LARSEN
   8        Attorneys for defendant Wadih El Hage

   9   ANTHONY L. RICCO
       EDWARD D. WILFORD
  10   CARL J. HERMAN
       SANDRA A. BABCOCK
  11        Attorneys for defendant Mohamed Sadeek Odeh

  12   FREDRICK H. COHN
       DAVID P. BAUGH
  13        Attorneys for defendant Mohamed Rashed Daoud Al-'Owhali

  14   JEREMY SCHNEIDER
       DAVID STERN
  15   DAVID RUHNKE
            Attorneys for defendant Khalfan Khamis Mohamed
  16

  17

  18

  19

  20

  21

  22

  23

file:///Users/Shared/Downloads/2%20-%20Subject%20files/Te...r%20indictments/usa-v-ubl%20trial/usa-v-ubl-02%20copy.htm (3 of 247)3/25/10 7:45 PM



USA v. Usama Bin Laden - Trial Transcript Day 2

  24

  25

                                                                160

   1            (In open court)

   2            THE COURT:  Thursday, do we need interpreters?  Are

   3   the defendants going to be present on Thursday?

   4            MR. HERMAN:  Mr. Odeh waives his presence, Judge.

   5            MR. SCHMIDT:  Mr. El Hage waives his presence as

   6   well.

   7            MR. STERN:  Mr. Mohamed is going to waive his

   8   presence.

   9            THE COURT:  The sketch artists, I take it, have been

  10   instructed not to sketch any juror and not to sketch the next

  11   witness.

  12            MR. COHN:  Mr. Al-'Owhali waives his presence, your

  13   Honor.

  14            THE COURT:  Who have we not heard from?

  15            MR. COHN:  You've heard from everybody.

  16            THE COURT:  We've heard from everybody.  All right,
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  17   then I will advise the marshals.  And will you advise Nancy

  18   Festinger that we will not need an interpreter on Thursday?

  19            I think the jurors are just about ready.

  20            (Jury present)

  21            THE COURT:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

  22            THE JURY:  Good morning.

  23            THE COURT:  There is a blank looseleaf and a pen on

  24   your seats, should you wish to take notes.  Don't feel that

  25   you are compelled to do so.  And if you would like to not,

                                                                161

   1   just put them down on the floor.  That's fine, too.  It's

   2   simply whatever you think will be of greatest assistance to

   3   you.

   4            We're now in the government's case.  Government may

   5   call its first witness.

   6            MR. FITZGERALD:  Yes, your Honor.  The government

   7   calls as its first witness, Jamal Ahmed al-Fadl.

   8            THE COURT:  All right.

   9    JAMAL AHMED AL-FADL,

  10        called as a witness by the government,
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  11        having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

  12            DEPUTY CLERK:  Please state your full name.

  13            THE WITNESS:  My name is Jamal Ahmed Mohamed al-Fadl.

  14   DIRECT EXAMINATION

  15   BY MR. FITZGERALD:

  16   Q.  Sir, if you could spell your first name and your last name

  17   in the English language for the record.

  18   A.  The first name is J-A-M-A-L.  The last name is

  19   A-L-F-A-D-L.

  20   Q.  If you could try to talk as you are doing now into the

  21   microphone directly in front of you, if you could also speak

  22   slowly, because of your accent, to make sure that everyone

  23   understands what you say, and if you could try to pause if you

  24   use an Arabic word or name so that we can clarify how that is

  25   spelled.

                                                                162

   1            Could you tell the jury where you were born and what

   2   year?

   3   A.  I born in Ruffa City in Sudan.
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  21   A.  If you want me explain that, like what I say before here,

  22   we have something called delegation office, and if I want to

  23   travel to country, I don't want them to see I come from Sudan,

  24   one of the delegation officers, he go to the immigration

  25   airport, and he took me through other way, that's means

                                                                286

   1   immigration not going to stamp my passport.

   2   Q.  Are you familiar with the difference between a Sunni

   3   Muslim and a Shia Muslim?

   4   A.  Yes.

   5   Q.  Which faith are you?

   6   A.  I am Sunni.

   7   Q.  Can you briefly explain your understanding of what the

   8   difference is between a Sunni Muslim and a Shia Muslim.

   9   A.  Yes, I understand.  Some scholars from Sunni and some

  10   scholars from Shia, they say the difference is 16 points, 16

  11   things make the difference between Sunni and Shia.

  12   Q.  Can you give us the example of one or two.

  13   A.  Like in Sunni, when somebody want to married, he need two

  14   witnesses, and the lady, she have to bring somebody from her
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  15   family, like her dad or brother or uncle.  He should be

  16   present when they make the license for marriage.

  17            In Shia, they don't use that.  If the husband and the

  18   lady, they agree, they can do it without witness, and they can

  19   say we want a marriage for five years, and after five years

  20   we're going to see.  This is in Shia, they call it Zawaj al

  21   Muhda.

  22            And also the other difference, the Shia, they believe

  23   they don't want to make jihad until they wait for imam.

  24   Q.  I-M-A-M?

  25   A.  Yes.

                                                                287

   1   Q.  Can you explain to the jury your understanding of what an

   2   imam is.

   3   A.  Imam means leader of the whole Muslim.  In Sunni, the

   4   Sunni people, they can make jihad without imam.

   5   Q.  During the time that you were in the Sudan with al Qaeda,

   6   did you have any conversations with other members of al Qaeda

   7   about the relationship between Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims?
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   8   A.  Yes.

   9   Q.  Can you tell us who spoke about that?

  10   A.  I remember Abu Fadhl al Makkee and Abu Hajer al Iraqi and

  11   Abu Fadhl al Iraqi.

  12   Q.  If we can focus on what Abu Hajer al Iraqi said first.

  13   A.  Abu Hajer, he believe, now we got one enemy, the westerns,

  14   and if we all the Muslims come together and unite together,

  15   they forget the problems and the differences between them,

  16   it's better for them to fight one enemy.  And he says the Shia

  17   and the Sunnis, they should come together for focusing in one

  18   enemy.

  19   Q.  In the Sudan, are most of the Muslims there Sunni or Shia?

  20   A.  Most of the Muslims Sunni.

  21   Q.  Is there a particular country where most of the Shia

  22   Muslims are?

  23   A.  In Iran, most of the Muslims Shia.

  24   Q.  You mentioned that Abu Fadhl al Iraqi also spoke about the

  25   difference between Sunni and Shia.

                                                                288

   1   A.  Yes.

file:///Users/Shared/Downloads/2%20-%20Subject%20files/...20indictments/usa-v-ubl%20trial/usa-v-ubl-02%20copy.htm (170 of 247)3/25/10 7:45 PM



USA v. Usama Bin Laden - Trial Transcript Day 2

   2   Q.  Do you recall what he said?

   3   A.  I remember he say in Saudi Arabia they got a little Shia,

   4   and he say if the Sunni and Shia come together and fight one

   5   enemy, it's better than they fight each other, and he say what

   6   happened between Iraq and Iran, is there is no reason for

   7   that.

   8   Q.  Did there ever come a time when a person representing Shia

   9   Muslims came to Khartoum to meet with al Qaeda members?

  10   A.  Yes.

  11   Q.  Were you present for that?

  12   A.  Yes.

  13   Q.  Can you tell us where that meeting occurred?

  14   A.  I remember that meeting in guesthouse in Riyadh.

  15   Q.  Can you describe how the meeting came about and who was

  16   present.

  17   A.  I remember one guy, his name Ahmed Abdel Rahman Hamadabi.

  18   He is a Sudani guy.

  19   Q.  What was his last name?

  20   A.  Hamadabi.  And he Sudani guy, and he is big scholar over

  21   there.  He bring with him other guy, his name Sheikh Nomani.

  22   Sheikh Nomani got office in Khartoum belong to Iran government
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  23   for Shia Muslims to recruit other people to Shia.

  24   Q.  What happened when Sheikh Nomani came to the guesthouse in

  25   Riyadh City?

                                                                289

   1   A.  In front there they sit down and some of the higher

   2   membership, they got meeting and talking with the Sheikh

   3   Nomani and Hamadabi.

   4   Q.  Was Bin Laden there?

   5   A.  Yes.

   6   Q.  Can you tell us what was discussed at that meeting.

   7   A.  They talk about we have to come together and we have to

   8   forget the problem between each other and each one he should

   9   respect the other because our enemy is one and because there

  10   is no reason to fight each other.

  11   Q.  Who did they describe the enemy as being?

  12   A.  They say westerns.

  13   Q.  After that meeting, did there come a time when the Sunni

  14   and Shia Muslims began to work together with al Qaeda in

  15   Sudan?

  16   A.  Yes.
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  17   Q.  Can you tell us what happened?

  18   A.  I remember --

  19            MR. SCHMIDT:  Objection, your Honor, unless we can

  20   show a source of information.

  21   Q.  We will rephrase the question.

  22            How did you learn what happened after the meeting --

  23   strike that.

  24            Did you ever speak to anyone who received any

  25   training from anyone who was a Shia Muslim?

                                                                290

   1   A.  Yes.

   2   Q.  Who did you speak to?

   3   A.  Abu Talha al Sudani and Saif al Islam el Masry.

   4   Q.  Is that the person whose picture you identified after

   5   lunch?

   6   A.  Yes.

   7   Q.  What did Saif al Islam El Masry tell you?

   8   A.  He say they go to south Lebanon to got training with the

   9   Shiites over there.
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  10   Q.  Did he indicate what Shia group in south Lebanon provided

  11   the training?

  12   A.  I remember he told me it's called Hezbollah.

  13   Q.  What did Abu Talha tell you?

  14   A.  Abu Talha, he tell me the training is very good, and he

  15   bring some tapes with him.

  16   Q.  Did Abu Talha tell you what was on the tapes he brought

  17   back?

  18   A.  I saw one of the tapes, and he tell me they train about

  19   how to explosives big buildings.

  20   Q.  Did Abu Talha tell you if anyone else went with him for

  21   this training besides Saif el Masry?

  22   A.  Yes.

  23   Q.  Who was that?

  24   A.  Abu Jaffer el Masry.

  25   Q.  Is that the same Abu Jaffer el Masry that you told us this

                                                                291

   1   morning was an explosives trainer at the Khalid Ibn Walid camp

   2   that you attended in Afghanistan?

   3   A.  No, the area that I say he runs Jihad Wal camp.
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   4   Q.  Is that the same person who was involved in the Jihad Wal

   5   camp?

   6   A.  Yes.

   7   Q.  Do you know if anybody else from al Qaeda went --

   8   A.  Also Salem el Masry.

   9   Q.  Was he also a trainer at the Jihad Wal calm?

  10   A.  Yes.

  11   Q.  Anyone else that you recall went to the training?

  12   A.  I remember also he told me Saif al Adel, he went with

  13   them.

  14   Q.  Do you recall if anyone else went?

  15   A.  No, I don't remember.

  16   Q.  Are you familiar with a section in Khartoum called Hilat

  17   Koko?

  18   A.  Yes.

  19   Q.  Did you ever travel to the section of Khartoum called

  20   Hilat Koko with any member of al Qaeda?

  21   A.  Yes, I did.

  22   Q.  Who did you go with?

  23   A.  I remember one time I went with Abu Rida al Suri, and one

  24   time I went with Abu Hajer al Iraqi.
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  25   Q.  Anyone else?

                                                                292

   1   A.  And one time I went with --

   2   Q.  We will go through that name.  M-U-Q-A-D-E-M.  Is that a

   3   name or a title?

   4   A.  No, a title.  He got one eagle and one star.

   5   Q.  Does that mean he is an officer?

   6   A.  Yes, he is in the army.

   7   Q.  In which army?

   8   A.  Sudanese army.

   9   Q.  His name?

  10   A.  Yes.  Abdul Baset Hamza.

  11   Q.  Tell us about the time you went to Hilat Koko with Abu

  12   Hajer al Iraqi, what you discussed.

  13   A.  I learn that in this building they try to make chemical

  14   weapons with regular weapons.

  15   Q.  Can you explain what you mean by chemical weapons with

  16   regular weapons.

  17   A.  I remember another guy, he explain more to me about this.

  18   Q.  Who was that?
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Department of Defense 

Office for the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy 
Combatants at-US Naval Base Guantaaamo Bay, Cuba 

4 November 2005 

TO: AL SUADI, ABDUL AZIZ ABDULLAH ALI 

SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW BOARD M THE CASE OF 
AL SUADI, ABDUL AZIZ A B D ~ L A H  ALI 

1. An Administrative Review Board will be convened to review your case to determine if your 
continued detention is necessary, 

2. The Administrative Review Board will conduct a comprehensive review of all reasonably 
available and relevant information regarding your case. At the conclusion of this review the 
Board will make a recommendation to: (1) release you to your home state; (2) transfer you to 
your home state, with conditions agreed upon by the United States and your home state; or (3) 
continue your detention under United States control. 

3. The following primary factors favor continued detention: 

a. Commitment 

1. The detainee attended a mosque in Yemen where he heard about jihad from a Sheikh. 
An individual urged him to go to Afghanistan to participate in a jihad against the Russians. 

2. The detainee was urged to help with the jihad and he traveled to Afghanistan near the 
end of 2000. 

3. The detainee traveled from Damascus, Syria, to Tehran, Iran to Mashaad, Iran to Tibatt, 
Iran and then to Kandahar, Afghanistan. 

b. Training 

1. In 1990-199 1, the detainee completed basic training and served as a volunteer National 
Guardsman in the Yemen National Guard. 

2. The detainee received training with the Rocket Propelled Grenade, AK-47, Pulemyot 
Kalashnikov and a weapon similar to the -50 caliber machine gun. The training took place 
between 1991 - 1 992. 

3. The detainee attended the explosives course at the al Farouq training camp in 
Afghanistan. After graduation, the detainee was chosen as an assistant to teach an explosives 
course at Tarnak farms. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMMISTRATIVE 

REVIEW BOARD IN THE CASE OF 
AL SUADI, ABDUL GZIZ ABDULLAH ALI 

c. Other Relevant Data 

1. The detainee was seen at a guest house in Kandahar during August 2001. 

2. The detainee and the others were awaiting training while in Afmstan.  An operative 
stated that he assumed the detainee was traveling to Chechnya for jihad. 

3. An operative saw the detainee in January 2002 at a guesthouse in Karachi, Pakistan 
where the detainee was eventually captured. The operative did not know exactly how the 
detainee traveled there from Afghanistan, but stated typically, a network of Pakistanis would 
bring them. 

4. The detainee was in a Karachi guesthouse for approximately one month before his 
arrest. During that time, the Yemenis were waiting to travel home to Yemen. All the men had 
turned their cash, passports and identification over to ai Qaida facilitators upon their arrival in 
Afghanistan, for safekeeping. 

4. The following primary factors favor release or transfer: 

a. The detainee denied having any knowledge of the attacks prior their execution on 1 I 
September 200 1. 

b. The detainee denied having any knowledge of any m o r s  or plans of future attacks on the 
United States. 

c. The detainee denied any knowledge of bomb making or explosives instructors. The 
detainee claimed the entire notion of building a bomb out of homemade materials seemed very 
strange and foreign to him. 

5. You will be afforded a meaningfbl opportunity to be heard and to present information to the 
Board; this includes an opportunity to be physically present at the proceeding. The Assisting 
Military Officer (AMO) will assist you in reviewing all relevant and reasonably available 
unclassified information regarding your case. The AM0 is not an advocate for or against 
continued detention, nor may the AM0 form a confidential relationship with you or represent 
you in any other matter. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Department of Defense 

Office for the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy 
Combatants at US Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

7 October 2005 

TO: KHAIRKH WA, KHIRULLAH SAID WALI 

SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW BOARD lN THE CASE OF KHAIRKHWA, KHIRULLAH SAID 
WALI 

1. An Administrative Review Board will be convened to review your case to determine if your 
continued detention is necessary. 

2. The Administrative Review Board will conduct a comprehensive review of all reasonably 
available and relevant information regarding your case. At the conclusion of this review the 
Board will make a recommendation to: (1) release you to your home state; (2) transfer you to 
your home state, with conditions agreed upon by the United States and your home state; or (3) 
continue your detention under United States control. 

3. The following primary factors favor continued detention: 

a. Commitment 

1. The detainee acted as the Pashto spokesman for the Taliban from 1994 to 1999. 

2. The Taliban chose the detainee to become their spokesperson for BBC and Voice of 
America. As Taliban spokesperson, the detainee traveled to Chaman, Pakistan, Kandahar, 
Charasia County of Kabul, and Mazar-e-Sharif. 

3. While serving as the Taliban spokesperson in Spin Buldak., Afghanistan, the detainee 
also served as county supervisor in that area. 

4. The detainee is a former Taliban Interior Minister and was the commander of Taliban 
forces that took Mazar-e-Sharif in 1996. 

5. The detainee worked as a Deputy Sheriff in Spin Buldak and knew of shipments of 
Taliban seized weapons from Mazar-e-Sharif to Khandahar. 

6. The detainee was trusted by the Taliban to keep order in Herat and to send taxes 
collected back to Mullah Omar. 

b. Training 

The detainee received military training for a short period of time at Camp Marof, near 
Kandahar, when the detainee was in his teens. 
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SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW BOARD IN THE CASE OF KHAIRKHWA, KHIRULLAH SAID 
WALI 

1. As Taliban spokesperson, the detainee met many influential Taliban leaders, such as 
Mullah Omar. 

2. The detainee was known to have close ties to Usama Bin Laden. 

3. In 1996, the detainee attended a meeting in Kandahar. Jihad fighters, Usama Bin Laden 
and his guest attended the meeting. 

4. The detainee was appointed by the Taliban as Governor of Herat Province for a two- 
year period from about 1999 to 2001. The detainee's job was to improve relations between Iran 
and the Taliban government. 

5. On 7 January 2000, the detainee and three other Taliban officials attended a meeting 
with Iranian and Hizbi Islami-Gulbuddin Hikmatyar faction officials. Present at the meeting 
were Afghan Hizbi Islami-Gulbuddin leader, Gulbuddin Hikmatyar and Ayman Al-Zawahiri. 
Topics of discussion included United States intervention in the region, restoration of peace in 
Afghanistan and strengthening the Taliban's ties with Iran govenunent. 

6. The detainee visited Mullah Omar for the funeral of Omar's brother, which was 
sometime in November 2000. 

7. Mullah Omar approached the detainee prior to the 9/11/2001 attacks and voiced his 
distrust of Hamid Karzai and Omar's concerns over the detainee's relationship with Karzai. 

8. In the fall of 2001, the detainee met with Mullah Omar for about 10 minutes, outside of 
Omar's house, across from the Kharq-e-Sharif shrine. 

9. In November 2001, the detainee met with an Iranian diplomatic delegation. The Iranian 
government was prepared to offer anti-aircraft weapons to the Taliban for use against the United 
States and coalition forces operating in Afghanistan. 

10. On 20 December 2001, the detainee met with Taliban leader Mullah Omar in the Rais- 
Baghra House in Baghtan, Helmand Province. 

1 I. When the Taliban lost control of the government, the detainee called Hamid Karzai 
for advice. The detainee met with one of K d ' s  representatives and discussed the new 
government and the detainee's future safety. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Department of Defense 

Office for the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy 
Combatants at US Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

7 November 2005 

TO: AL DAYI, OMAR SAID SALIM 

SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW BOARD IN THE CASE OF AL DAYI, OMAR SAID SALIM 

1. An Administrative Review Board will be convened to review your case to determine if your 
continued detention is necessary. 

2. The Administrative Review Board will conduct a comprehensive review of all reasonably 
available and relevant information regarding your case. At the conclusion of this review the 
Board will make a recommendation to: (1) release you to your home state; (2) transfer you to 
your home state, with conditions agreed upon by the United States and your home state; or (3) 
continue your detention under United States control. 

3. The following primary factors favor continued detention: 

1. The detainee was given airline tickets and $500 USD to travel fiom Yemen to 
Afghanistan. 

2. The detainee stayed in the "Dafiar Taliban" in Quetta, Pakistan. 

3. The detainee stayed in safehouses in Kandahar and Jalalabad, Afghanistan. 

4. The detainee relocated fiom the Jalalabad, Afghanistan safehouse to one of the rear 
echelon camps in the Tora Bora region. The detainee was shown to his position by Abdul 
Quduz. 

5. The detainee was in the Tora Bora region for about a month before he was wounded in 
the leg by a missile fired at the caves. 

6. The detainee's name was included in a list of 324 Arabic names, aliases and 
nationalities recovered from raids on safehouses associated with suspected a1 Qaida in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

b. Detainee Actions and Statements 

The detainee gave his $500 USD to two others before he was taken to the hospital for 
treatment of his leg wound. He wanted to prevent the Afghan people fiom taking his money. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Department of Defense 

Office for the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy 
Combatants at US Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

TO: MUHAMMED, ABDUL W I D  

SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY~OF EVIDENCE FOR ADmISTRATXVE 
REVIEW BOARD IN THE CASE OF MUHAMMED, ABDUL Mknn;) 

1. An Administrative Review Board will be convened to review your case to determine if your 
continued detention is necessary. 

2. The Administrative Review Board will conduct a comprehensive review of all reasonably 
available and relevant information regarding your case. At the conclusion of this review the 
Board will make a recommendation to: (1) release you to your home state; (2) transfer you to 
your home state, with conditions agreed upon by the United States and your home state; or (3) 
continue your detention under United States control. 

3. The following primary factors favor continued detention: 

a. Commitment 

1. The detainee worked for a time as a drug courier between Afghanistan and Iran. 

2. The detainee had an Afghani person obtain a letter from the Hezb-e ~slami~ulbuddin 
allowing the detainee to cross the border fiom Iran to Afghanistan. The detainee paid 5,000 in 
Iranian money (NFI). 

3. Hizb-e Islami Gulbuddin WIG) has long-established ties with Usama Bin Ladin. HIG 
founder Gzllbuddin Hikmatyar offered to shelter Bin Ladin after the latter fled Sudan in 1996. 
HIG has staged small attacks in its attempt to force U.S. troops to withdraw fiom Afghanistan, 
overthrow the Afghan Transitional ~dmis t ra t ion  (ATA), 'md establish a fundamentalist state. 

b. Training 

The detainee was in the Iranian army in the 3-4 years before he went to Afghanistan. 
While in the military he was trained in basic dritt and the AK-47. 

4. The following primary factors favor release or transfer: 

a. The detainee has been diagnosed with severe borderline personality disorder. 

b. The detainee answered no to questions about belonging to anti U.S. groups, attacking 
coalition forces, or plans to attack coalition forces if released, 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

REVIEW BOARD IN THE CASE OF PEERZAI, QARI HASAN ULLA 

3. Haji Sharif Adin worked for Taliban Intelligence Chief, Qari Hamid GM, during the 
Taliban rule. 

4. Haji Sharif Adin was expected to attend a meeting at the home of Haji Ghul Agha. 
Agha is responsible for an explosion in front of the Kandahar Mayor's office in May 2002. 

5. Agha and the Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddin are suspected of planning several of the recent 
bombings in Kandahar and are planning to target U.S. personnel in the near future. 

6. Hizb-I Islami Gulbuddin (HIG) has long established ties with bin Laden. HIG has 
staged small attacks in its attempt to force U.S. troops to withdraw from Afghanistan, overthrow 
the Afghan Transitional Administration, and establish a fundamentalist state. 

7. The detainee had a working relationship with persons known by him to be associated 
with the Taliban. 

c. Other Relevant Data 

1. The detainee spent 9 years and 4 months in various Iranian prisons for possession of 
hashish, which he had been @sicking. 

2. The detainee is extremely evasive and uses multiple resistance techniques. He was 
likely recruited by the Islamic Revolutionasy Guards Corps (IRGC) or the Iranian Ministry of 
Intelligence and Security (MOIS), trained and returned to Afghanistan as a collector and for 
operational use. 

3. Contacts with a1 Qaida were said to have been established through the Iranian Ministry 
Intelligence and Security (MOIS). All Iranian Intelligence Chiefs had contact with a1 Qaida as of 
the mid 1990's. 

4. The following primary factors favor release or transfer: 

a. The detainee denies having any knowledge of the attacks in the U.S. prior to their 
execution and denies having any knowledge of any rumors or plans of future attacks on the U.S. 
or U.S. interests. 

b. The detainee states that Usama bin Laden is responsible for his current incarceration and 
he would like to kill him if he could get his hands on him. 

c. The detainee stated that the current idea of jihad is wrong. He believes that jihad is the 
spreading of Islam or preaching. Jihad is not brutality and killing. 

5. You will be afforded a meaningful opportunity to be heard and to present information to the 
Board; this includes an opportunity to be physically present at the proceeding. The Assisting 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Department of Defense 

Office for the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy 
Combatants at US Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

24 June 2005 

TO: AL WADY, HAMOUD ABDULLAH HAMOUD HASSAN 

SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW BOARD IN THE CASE OF 
AL WADY, HAMOUD ABDULLAH HAMOUD HASSAN 

1. An Administrative Review Board will be convened to review your case to determine if your 
continued detention is necessary. 

2. The Administrative Review Board will conduct a comprehensive review of all reasonably 
available and relevant information regarding your case. At the conclusion of this review the 
Board will make a recommendation to: (1) release you to your home state; (2) transfer you to 
your home state, with conditions agreed upon by the United States and your home state; or (3) 
continue your detention under United States control. 

3. The following primary factors favor continued detention: 

a. Commitment 

1. The detainee traveled to Afghanistan for jihad. 

2. The detainee was recruited and his travel instructions to Afghanistan were facilitated by 
Abu Abdul Rahman at the Hayel Said Mosque in Adan, Yemen. 

3. The detainee also had 2,000 USD of his own money saved for the trip. 

4. The detainee traveled to Afghanistan fiom Yemen via Iran and Syria in early 2001. 

5. The detainee served as an assistant officer at Kho Ajagir, the Northern Afghanistan 
Front. 

6. The detainee has been identified as being part of a group of Yemenis that a foreign 
government service considered dangerous extremists that was still active in Sana'a in April 2002, 

b. Training 

1. The detainee stayed at the Said Center, a military post in the Bagram area, for 25 days. ' ' 

2. The Said Center Training Camp was a Taliban-run training camp for Arab recruits in 
route to fight General Dotsam's soldiers to the north of Khonduz, Afghanistan. Training 
consisted of small arms familiarization and range qualification. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Department of Defense 

Office for the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy 
Combatants at-US Naval Base Guantaaamo Bay, Cuba 

4 November 2005 

TO: AL SUADI, ABDUL AZIZ ABDULLAH ALI 

SUBJECT: UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW BOARD IN THE CASE OF 
AL SUADI, ABDUL AZIZ ABDULLAH ALI 

1. An Administrative Review Board will be convened to review your case to determine if your 
continued detention is necessary. 

2. The Administrative Review Board will conduct a comprehensive review of all reasonably 
available and relevant information regarding your case. At the conclusion of this review the 
Board will make a recommendation to: (1) release you to your home state; (2) transfer you to 
your home state, with conditions agreed upon by the United States and your home state; or (3) 
continue your detention under United States control. 

3. The following primary factors favor continued detention: 

a. Commitment 

1. The detainee attended a mosque in Yemen where he heard about jihad from a Sheikh. 
An individual urged him to go to Afghanistan to participate in a jihad against the Russians. 

2. The detainee was urged to help with the jihad and he traveled to Afghanistan near the 
end of 2000. 

3. The detainee traveled from Damascus, Syria, to Tehran, Iran to Mashaad, Iran to Tibatt, 
Iran and then to Kandahar, Afghanistan. 

b. Training 

1. In 1990-1991, the detainee completed basic training and served as a volunteer National 
Guardsman in the Yemen National Guard. 

2. The detainee received training with the Rocket Propelled Grenade, AK-47, Pulemyot 
Kalashnikov and a weapon similar to the -50 caliber machine gun. The training took place 
between 1991-1992. 

3. The detainee attended the explosives course at the a1 Farouq training camp in 
Afghanistan. AAer graduation, the detainee was chosen as an assistant to teach an explosives 
course at Tarnak farms. 
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his intended address as the Marriott Hotel, New York City, but instead spent
one night at another New York hotel. He then joined the group of hijackers
in Paterson, reuniting with Nawaf al Hazmi after more than a year.With two
months remaining, all 19 hijackers were in the United States and ready to take
the final steps toward carrying out the attacks.119

Assistance from Hezbollah and Iran to al Qaeda 
As we mentioned in chapter 2, while in Sudan, senior managers in al Qaeda
maintained contacts with Iran and the Iranian-supported worldwide terrorist
organization Hezbollah, which is based mainly in southern Lebanon and
Beirut.Al Qaeda members received advice and training from Hezbollah.

Intelligence indicates the persistence of contacts between Iranian security
officials and senior al Qaeda figures after Bin Ladin’s return to Afghanistan.
Khallad has said that Iran made a concerted effort to strengthen relations with
al Qaeda after the October 2000 attack on the USS Cole, but was rebuffed
because Bin Ladin did not want to alienate his supporters in Saudi Arabia.Khal-
lad and other detainees have described the willingness of Iranian officials to
facilitate the travel of al Qaeda members through Iran,on their way to and from
Afghanistan.For example, Iranian border inspectors would be told not to place
telltale stamps in the passports of these travelers. Such arrangements were par-
ticularly beneficial to Saudi members of al Qaeda.120

Our knowledge of the international travels of the al Qaeda operatives
selected for the 9/11 operation remains fragmentary. But we now have evi-
dence suggesting that 8 to 10 of the 14 Saudi “muscle”operatives traveled into
or out of Iran between October 2000 and February 2001.121

In October 2000, a senior operative of Hezbollah visited Saudi Arabia to
coordinate activities there. He also planned to assist individuals in Saudi Ara-
bia in traveling to Iran during November. A top Hezbollah commander and
Saudi Hezbollah contacts were involved.122

Also in October 2000, two future muscle hijackers, Mohand al Shehri and
Hamza al Ghamdi, flew from Iran to Kuwait. In November, Ahmed al Ghamdi
apparently flew to Beirut, traveling—perhaps by coincidence—on the same
flight as a senior Hezbollah operative.Also in November,Salem al Hazmi appar-
ently flew from Saudi Arabia to Beirut.123

In mid-November, we believe, three of the future muscle hijackers,Wail al
Shehri,Waleed al Shehri, and Ahmed al Nami, all of whom had obtained their
U.S. visas in late October, traveled in a group from Saudi Arabia to Beirut and
then onward to Iran.An associate of a senior Hezbollah operative was on the
same flight that took the future hijackers to Iran. Hezbollah officials in Beirut
and Iran were expecting the arrival of a group during the same time period.
The travel of this group was important enough to merit the attention of sen-
ior figures in Hezbollah.124

Later in November, two future muscle hijackers,Satam al Suqami and Majed
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Moqed, flew into Iran from Bahrain. In February 2001,Khalid al Mihdhar may
have taken a flight from Syria to Iran, and then traveled further within Iran to
a point near the Afghan border.125

KSM and Binalshibh have confirmed that several of the 9/11 hijackers (at
least eight, according to Binalshibh) transited Iran on their way to or from
Afghanistan, taking advantage of the Iranian practice of not stamping Saudi
passports.They deny any other reason for the hijackers’ travel to Iran.They also
deny any relationship between the hijackers and Hezbollah.126

In sum, there is strong evidence that Iran facilitated the transit of al Qaeda
members into and out of Afghanistan before 9/11, and that some of these were
future 9/11 hijackers.There also is circumstantial evidence that senior Hezbol-
lah operatives were closely tracking the travel of some of these future muscle
hijackers into Iran in November 2000. However, we cannot rule out the pos-
sibility of a remarkable coincidence—that is, that Hezbollah was actually focus-
ing on some other group of individuals traveling from Saudi Arabia during this
same time frame, rather than the future hijackers.127

We have found no evidence that Iran or Hezbollah was aware of the plan-
ning for what later became the 9/11 attack.At the time of their travel through
Iran, the al Qaeda operatives themselves were probably not aware of the spe-
cific details of their future operation.

After 9/11, Iran and Hezbollah wished to conceal any past evidence of
cooperation with Sunni terrorists associated with al Qaeda.A senior Hezbol-
lah official disclaimed any Hezbollah involvement in 9/11.128

We believe this topic requires further investigation by the U.S. government.

7.4 FINAL STRATEGIES AND TACTICS

Final Preparations in the United States
During the early summer of 2001,Atta, assisted by Shehhi, was busy coordi-
nating the arrival of most of the muscle hijackers in southern Florida—pick-
ing them up at the airport, finding them places to stay, and helping them settle
in the United States.129

The majority settled in Florida.Some opened bank accounts, acquired mail-
boxes, and rented cars. Several also joined local gyms, presumably to stay fit for
the operation.Upon first arriving,most stayed in hotels and motels;but by mid-
June, they settled in shared apartments relatively close to one another and
Atta.130 Though these muscle hijackers did not travel much after arriving in
the United States, two of them,Waleed al Shehri and Satam al Suqami, took
unusual trips.

On May 19, Shehri and Suqami flew from Fort Lauderdale to Freeport,
the Bahamas,where they had reservations at the Bahamas Princess Resort.The
two were turned away by Bahamian officials on arrival, however, because they
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000050

Betrell
International€ Fahndung nac-lr Ramzi BlilALSHlBH, geb. 01.05.1972 im Jem€n, u,€gen
Verdacfits der Mitgliedslhaft in elner tenoristisctren Vereinigung in Tatcinheit mit lv*crd und
Angriff auf den Luftverkehr

hier: lran

Vermerk

Anhand Oer vortieg;den Kontounterlagen konnte festgestellt werden, dass Ramzl
BINALSHIBH im DezAmber 2OOO 40 .- DM an das Generalkonsulat der "lslamischen
Republik ( lran ) " 0berwies-
ffdlittlungen ergaben, dass BINALSHIBH am 14.12.200O ain entsprechendes Visuri'f[r eine
+ wOctrige Rei.se in den lran zu "Pilgeranrecken'stellte-

Wb nun von der politische Abteilung der lraniscften Botschatt Berlin 0ber das Auswirtige
, Amt fcmm0ndlich mitgeteilt wurd€, ieiste BINALSHIBH am 31.O1 -2OO1 Ober den

internationalen Flughiien Teheran ein- 
:

Eine Ausreise untei dlesen Personallen sei jedoch nlcht festa,rstellen, was eventuell fiir.
sinen illegalan Grenztibertritt mdglicherweige nach Alghanistan sprechen k6nnte-
Weitere liformdtionen konnten nicht erhoben werden.

Es wird in diesem Zusammenhang darauf hlngewiesen, dass der polizeiliche Dienstverkehr (

Ubermittlungen von personenbezogenen Daten etc. ) mit dem lran derzeit seitens des BMJ

. untersagt ist. Weitere lnformationen k6nnen auf polizeitichem Weg nicht erhoben werden.

) oa laut Kontountertagen am27 /28.o1.?Oo1 Geldabhebungen des BINALSHIBH in

Amsterdam nachvolliiehbar sind, kann itavon ausgegangen werden, dass er von dorl in den

lran geflogen ist.
Entsprechende Flugabkld'rungen werden von hier initiiert-
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000050 

 
ZD 14-31 Wiesbaden, 11/23/2001 
Ref. No. 177/01 # 13423 
BAO – USA 
 

 

Subject 
International manhunt for Ramzi BINALSHIBH, born on 05/01/1972 in Yemen, on suspicion of 
affiliation with a terrorist organization in conjunction with murder and attack on air traffic  
 
Here: Iran 
 

Notation 

 

Based on the available account files, it was established that in December 2000 Ramzi 
BINALSHIBH remitted DM 40.00 to the Consulate General of the “Islamic Republic (of 
Iran)”. 

The investigation showed that on 12/14/2000 BINALSHIBH applied for a visa for a 4-week trip to 
Iran for "pilgrimage purposes". 

 

As the Political Section of the Iranian Embassy in Berlin has now informed by telephone via 
the Federal Foreign Office, BINALSHIBH entered the country on 01/31/2001 through the 
International Airport of Tehran. 

However, no departure can be found for this personal data, which could indicate an illegal 
border crossing, possibly to Afghanistan. No further information was available. 

 

In this context, it should be pointed out that police dealings (transfer of personal data etc.) with 
Iran are presently prohibited by the Federal Ministry of Justice (BMJ). It was not possible to 
obtain additional information through police channels. 

 

Because account files indicate monetary withdrawals by BINALSHIBH on 01/27 and 
01/28/2001 in Amsterdam, it can be assumed that he flew to Iran from there. 

The appropriate flight-related clarifications will be initiated from here. 

(signed) 

Leon, Police Superintendent (KHK) 
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9,2%D!,2.!7++267&4,%A!d(!-(34(;(!&'46!46!%(+(667.L!%,&!,%3L!-(+726(!,9!0'7&!0(!'7;(!S26&!674D/!
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W,0(;(./! &'(!7..(6&!07..7%&6!.(G24.(D!-L!Y73(7%,/!(U+(5&! 9,.! &'(!,%(!,%! #C7D!>,28'%4('! X,%!

0',C!73.(7DL!0(48'&(D!7..(6&!,.D(.6!9.,C!<^!S2D4+473!72&',.4&4(6!7%D!=.8(%&4%7:6!^25.(C(!?,2.&!
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S2D8(!7%D!-76(D!,%!7!.((U7C4%7&4,%!,9!&'(!6255,.&4%8!(;4D(%+(!&'7&!6255,.&!&'(!+'7.8(6/!0,23D!
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January 16, 2009
hp-1360

Treasury Targets Al Qaida Operatives in Iran

Washington, D.C. - The U.S. Department of the Treasury today designated four al
Qaida associates under Executive Order 13224, which targets terrorists and those
providing support to terrorists or acts of terrorism.

"It is important that Iran give a public accounting of how it is meeting its
international obligations to constrain al Qaida," said Stuart Levey, Under Secretary
for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence.  "Global efforts to financially isolate al
Qaida have made it difficult for the core leadership to raise funds and sustain
itself.  Nevertheless, al Qaida remains a very dangerous threat, and it is crucial to
keep targeting the support lines of al Qaida and its affiliates."

Under E.O. 13224, any assets held by these individuals under U.S. jurisdiction are
frozen and U.S. persons are prohibited from engaging in any transactions with the
designees.

"Even though individual terrorist attacks are relatively inexpensive to carry out, it
costs a great deal of money for al Qaida to operate globally.  These realities
demand that we keep up the financial pressure against al Qaida and like-minded
terrorist organizations," Levey continued. "Designations have a far reaching impact,
deterring would-be donors from providing financial support to terrorism and leaving
al Qaida leadership struggling to identify much-needed funding resources."

MUSTAFA HAMID

AKAs: Mustafa Muhammad `Atiya Hamid
Mustafa Atiya
Abu Walid al-Misri
Abu al-Walid al-Masri
Abu al-Walid
Hashim al-Makki

POB:    Alexandria, Egypt
DOB: March 1945
Nationality: Egyptian
 Pakistani

Mustafa Hamid is a senior al Qaida associate who served as a primary interlocutor
between al Qaida and the Government of Iran. Before the fall of the Taliban,
Hamid served as an instructor at a terrorist camp near Jalalabad that trained in the
use of explosives. Hamid is the father-in-law of senior al Qaida military commander
Sayf al-Adl. He formerly served as a correspondent for a satellite television station,
at the request of senior al Qaida leadership. While living in Iran, Hamid was
harbored by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), which served as
Hamid's point of contact for communications between al Qaida and Iran.

In the mid-1990s, Mustafa Hamid reportedly negotiated a secret relationship
between Usama Bin Laden and Iran, allowing many al Qaida members safe transit
through Iran to Afghanistan.

In the late 1990s, Mustafa Hamid passed communications between Usama bin
Laden and the Government of Iran.  When tensions were high between Iran and
Afghanistan, Mustafa Hamid traveled multiple times from Kandahar to Tehran as
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an intermediary for the Taliban.

In late 2001, Mustafa Hamid was in Tehran delivering messages from the Taliban
to the Government of Iran. Hamid also negotiated on behalf of al Qaida in an
attempt to relocate al Qaida families to Iran. As part of this effort, senior al Qaida
member Abu Hafs the Mauritanian traveled with Hamid and two IRGC members to
Tehran for meetings. Beginning in late 2001, the family of a senior al Qaida military
commander lived with Mustafa Hamid's family in Iran. Separately, in 2002 Mustafa
Hamid facilitated contacts between the IRGC and another senior al Qaida military
commander.  In mid-2003, Mustafa Hamid was arrested in Iran along with other al
Qaida members and associates.

MUHAMMAD RAB'A AL-SA YID AL-BAHTIYTI

AKAs: Muhammad Mahmud Rabi' al-Zayd al-Bahtiti
Muhammad Mahmud al-Bahtiti
Muhammad Rabi' al-Sa'id al-Hatiti
Muhammad Rabi' al-Bahtiti
Abu Dujana al-Masri

DOB: 1971
P013 Al-Sharqiyyah, Egypt
Nationality: Egyptian
 Pakistani

Muhammad Rab'a al-Sayid al-Bahtiyti is a senior member of the Egyptian Islamic
Jihad (EIJ) and an al Qaida operative. Bahtiyti has served as a trusted aide to his
father- in-law Ayman al-Zawahiri.

In the mid-1990s, Bahtiyti served on an al Qaida military committee and provided
military training that included urban warfare tactics for al Qaida members. Bahtiyti
drafted training manuals for al Qaida as well as a book on security that was used
as a template for al Qaida's surveillance operations.

In 1995, Bahtiyti reportedly was involved in the bombing of the Egyptian Embassy
in Islamabad, Pakistan.

After September 11, 2001, Ayman al-Zawahiri instructed Bahtiyti to take al-
Zawahiri's family to Iran. Bahtiyti reportedly traveled to Iran with al-Zawahiri's
daughters, where he was subsequently responsible for them. In January 2003,
while working from Iran, Bahtiyti arranged housing on behalf of al Qaida. Bahtiyti
reportedly was arrested by Iranian authorities in mid-2003.

ALI SALEH HUSAIN

AKAs: Abu Dahhak
'Ali Salih Husayn al-Dhahak al-Tabuki
Ali Saleh Husain al-Tabuki 
'Ali Salih Husayn 'Ula'lah 
'Ali Salih Husayn 
'Ala'lah Dhahhak al-Tabuki
Abu Dhahak al-Yemeni

DOB: Circa 1970
POB: al-Hudaydah, Yemen
Nationality: Yemeni
Height 5'9"

Ali Saleh Husain is a senior al Qaida associate who had close relations with
Usama bin Laden. Husain was responsible for logistics pertaining to al Qaida-
affiliated fighters and acted as an interlocutor between al Qaida and its Chechnya-
based affiliates. Husain coordinated with Usama bin Laden on the training of
fighters in terrorist camps in Afghanistan who were preparing to travel to
Chechnya.

Circa early 2001, Husain reportedly arranged a meeting that included a senior al
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Qaida operations chief to discuss operations planned against Israel. In April  2002,
al Qaida senior official Abu Zubaydah indicated that the responsibility for
operational meetings for attacks against Israel had been handed over to Husain.
Husain also was reportedly Abu Zubaydah's secondary point of contact for
obtaining fraudulent passports.

In 2001 after the fall of the Taliban, Husain facilitated the move of al Qaida-
associated fighters, including an al Qaida military commander, from Afghanistan to
Iran. After leaving Afghanistan, Husain was responsible for smuggling al Qaida
members and associates via networks in Zahedan, Iran. In early 2002, Husain
sent $20,000 to a senior al Qaida lieutenant who had requested financial
assistance. Husain was detained by the Government of Iran in early 2003.

SA'AD BIN LADEN

AKAs: Sad Bin Laden
Sa'ad Muhammad Awad Abud 
Muhammad Awad
Muhammad 'Awad Adbud 
Sa'ad Muhammad Baabood 
Abdul Rahman Al-Kahtane 
Bin Muhammad Awad Abbud

DOB: 1982
POB: Saudi Arabia
Nationality: Saudi Araibian
Passport No. 520951 (Sudan)
 530951 (Sudan)

Sa'ad bin Laden, one of Usama bin Laden's sons, has been involved in al Qaida
activities. For example, in late 2001, Sa'ad facilitated the travel of Usama bin
Laden's family members from Afghanistan to Iran. Sa'ad made key decisions for al
Qaida and was part of a small group of al Qaeda members that was involved in
managing the terrorist organization from Iran. He was arrested by Iranian
authorities in early 2003.

As of September 2008, it was possible that Sa'ad bin Laden was no longer in
Iranian custody.
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