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 December - no meeting  
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the club had a tradition to forego 
the monthly meeting in December, deferring to the busy holiday 
schedule for club members and their families.  Continuing with that 
tradition, there will be no meeting this December.  So don’t mark 
your calendars on Monday 6 December, find something fun and 
interesting instead. 

Coastal Bicycle Touring Club 1

CBTC Monthly Meeting 

Keeping tradition alive, even 
during global pandemics, there 
will be no club meeting for the 

month of December. 

2021 Board of Directors 

President: Deb Wharff 
debwharff@verizon.net 

Vice President: Kathy Schaefer 
kwillyschaefer@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Christine Drillsam 
christine.drillsam@fisglobal.com 

Secretary: John Arney 
johnaarney@gmail.com 

Member at Large: Roy Reynolds 
royreynolds59@hotmail.com 

Member at Large: Eric Holmes 
eric@howardsheppard.com 

Ride Director: 
Kim Turner 

kimbooskie@gmail.com 

2021 Committee Chairs 

Advocacy & Outreach: Kathy 
Schaefer 

kwillyschaefer@gmail.com  
Merchandise: John Arney 

johnarney@gmail.com  
Communications/Marketing:  

Rich Wharff r02581@icloud.com  
Education and Safety:  

David Jackson 
davlidcjackson@yahoo.com 
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December Ride Schedule 
Helmets are required on all rides. Rear view mirrors are highly encouraged. 
Please arrive at least fifteen minutes before scheduled roll-out.  Guest riders 
must sign the club waiver prior to roll-out.  Club members acknowledged the 
waiver when they joined or renewed membership in the club.  Enjoy the rides 
and the company. And if you have an idea about a new ride, contact Kim and 
she’ll work to make it happen. 

Date/Ride Mileage Directions Ride Leader

Saturday, 4 December, 
9am, Right Turn Clyde 
ride

19/24/34 Meet/park at the Kroger parking 
lot, 5720 Ogeechee Road, 
Savannah, GA

Geoff Carson, 
912-257-9629, 
gvcarson@protonmail.ch

Saturday, 11 
December, 9am, 
Liberty Trail ride

18/26/31 Meet/park at the Smokin’ Pig BBQ, 
13711 Oglethorpe Highway, 
Midway, GA

Marc Lobit, 847-682-2168, 
mlobit@msn.com

Sunday 12 December, 
5pm, Christmas ride.

Meet/start at Chatham Square, 
Barnard & West Gordon Streets.  
Post-ride gathering at Mellow 
Mushroom, 11 East Liberty Street

Saturday 18 
December, 9am, 
Islands Ride

23/34 Meet and start from Forsyth Park at 
the corner of Bull and Gaston

Kim Turner, 214-725-2490, 
kimbooskie@gmail.com
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kimbooskie@gmail.com
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Kids Bike Giveaway 
Courtesy of Kim Turner 

This is an article that first appeared in the October newsletter.  It is being repeated this month to 
reinforce the importance of this Savannah holiday tradition. 

In conjunction with Blessings in a Book Bag, Bike Walk Savannah coordinates a kid bike giveaway 
each year just before Christmas.  This year’s the event will be held on December 11th at Savannah 
Gardens.   

BWS is in need of gently used bicycles for 
children of all ages.  (A little bit of rust is 
ok, but we can’t do anything with seriously 
rusted bikes.). Please contact Kim Turner at 
214-725-2490 or kimbooskie@gmail.com 
to coordinate your donation(s).  We also 

could use volunteers to help clean and 
repair the bikes so they will be something a kid would love for many years.   

Our volunteer hours are Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 and 
Sunday afternoons from 2-4, at BWS’s headquarters at 1301 
Lincoln.  We may extend our volunteer hours as we near the actual 
giveaway.  In the past years, we have donated 65-75 bikes to kids, 
but we always want to increase this number.  Your help in making a 
kid’s Christmas dream come true is appreciated by everyone 
involved! 

Mayor Van Johnson at the 2020 Kids Bike Giveaway 

Cruisin’ in the Country Ride 

The 25th Cruisin’ in the Country ride was held just outside Claxton, Georgia, on Saturday 13 
November.  The event started and concluded at the Evans County Public Fishing area, a beautiful 
wooded area overlooking a fish-filled lake.    

The club was well represented - with over 20 riders along with several other 
Savannah area riders.  There were several ride options, ranging from the full 
century (100 miles) down to a short gravel road ride throughout the park area.  
Most club riders tackled the Metric Century route, totaling 66 miles, while a 
sizable group took on the 50 mile route.  One club rider - Einar Anderson - 
braved the early morning temperatures and departed at 7:45am to complete 
the 100 mile route. 

The ride featured world-class rest stops, each competing for “Best Rest Stop” 
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status as voted by rider ballots at the conclusion of the ride.  One 
example: the first rest stop, barely 8 miles from the start, hosted by the 
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, featured hot grits, sausage and egg 
casserole, super hot chocolate, and other tasty treats.   

Post-ride lunch and beverages were enjoyed by all, with beautiful blue 
sky, brilliant fall colors, and smiling 
faces.   

A special shout-out to Pam Pierce, who completed her longest ride 
of 50 miles, while riding for the first time with clip-in cleats.  Most 
importantly, Pam did not follow most riders initial clip-in ride falls, 
and had that determined look on her face as she rode multiple 
circles at the finish line to make sure her GPS recorded 50 miles.  
Clearly, Pam has been bitten by the bike bug. 

Cranksgiving 2021 
Cranksgiving 2021 was held on 20 November, once again with club rider participation in this event 
that benefits Emanus House.  Emanus House provides healthy nutrition and personal support to the 
homeless and needy of Savannah.  The event is hosted annually by Bike Walk Savannah, and is a bike 
borne trip around downtown Savannah, where participants 
purchase items and carry them back to Bike Walk Savannah for 
eventual donation to Emanus House.   

Savannah is one of several American cities that participate in 
Cranksgiving, and this year 
marked the 9th annual event.  
Cranksgiving is half bike ride, half 
food drive and a 100% fun way to spend a Saturday afternoon 
helping others. 

There were some creative ways riders chose to transport their 
donated goods, ranging from backpacks to bike-drawn trailers. 
The photos below show some of that creativity as well as the 

smiles of some of the participants. 
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November club meeting 
The club’s first in-person meeting was held on 1 November, in an outdoor setting at Bike Walk 
Savannah. The event drew a large crowd, who enjoyed pizza and fellowship in a safe and friendly 
setting.  There were several topics discussed during the general meeting: 

 - The club gained 17 new members in 2021 and membership currently stands as 77 
 - Plans are underway to host a memorial ride for Deborah Wilkowski. 
 - David Jackson has been selected as the club’s Education and Safety Chair 
 - Kathy Schaefer has been selected as the club’s Advocacy and Outreach Chair 
 - Caila Brown, Executive Director of Bike Walk Savannah, advised that the city of Savannah 
recently completed work on the Police Memorial Trail and is scheduled to complete the second 
phase of the Truman Linear Trail within the next year.  This trail complex will link Daffin Park with Lake 
Mayer. 
 - Jackie Black advised she is planning a Nachez Trace Parkway trip for April 2022. 
 - Gabi Hack suggested the club consider a trip to ride the Silver Comet trail in the near future 
 - A “Pedal and Paddle” event (biking, kayaking) event is being planned for spring 2022 

Ken Pierce, the club’s unofficial bike technician, 
led an informative presentation on basic bicycle 
maintenance, which was well received by 
attendees.   

Police Memorial Trail Reopens 
On Monday, 29 November, city officials presided at a ribbon cutting (really, ribbing bike cutting) 
ceremony commemorating the reopening of the Police Memorial Trail.  The trail was built by 
Chatham County in the 1990’s but was destroyed over five years ago due to damage caused by 
Hurricane Matthew. 
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While the trail itself is relatively short (0.6 miles), it forms a portion of a system of projected future 
trails from Daffin Park to Lake Mayer along the completed Truman Linear Trail, which itself is part of 
the grander Tide to Town urban trail system for Savannah. 

The city of Savannah allocated $600,000 for the renovation project, 
which funded engineering work to replace segments of the trail 
destroyed by Matthew.  Police Memorial extends from Kerry Street 
to near the corner of 52nd 
Street and Bee Road.   

Rather than the traditional 
ribbon cutting ceremony, city 
leaders pushed a bike 
through the ribbon, signaling 

the official trail reopening.  Mayor Van Johnson Savannah was 
present and remarked “as the entire system takes shape, with 
smooth concrete paths, we are building a safer connection for 
residents and visitors to access parks, neighborhoods, schools and businesses. This leg of the trail is 
particularly important as a recreation resource. I hope it inspires people to get out and get healthier”. 

The next phase of the Truman Linear Trail will connect to the Police Memorial Trail, essentially 
connecting Lake Mayer to Daffin Park. 
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If you’re in need of bikes, bike parts or bike maintenance, please try to frequent one of our area bike 
shops, who have been open during the COVID-19 pandemic and providing assistance to the bike 
community of the greater Savannah area.  Just be prepared for a slow turn-around.  The pandemic, 
as we all know, has disrupted the world’s supply chain, to include bikes and bike parts.  That means 
getting bikes, bike parts and bike repairs takes a long time.  Most major U.S. bike companies warn 
that any bike ordered this year will likely not be available until early 2022 at best.   

Notwithstanding, show your support for your local bike shops whenever and however you can, and 
don’t forget to remind them that CBTC members receive a 10% discount on parts and service. 
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