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  2021 club dues - final reminder 
A final reminder that with the new year, we need to renew our 
membership in the club.  An early and simple method is to submit 
your payment on-line through the PayPal link on the “Membership 
Application” tab located at: https://cbtc.org/membership-
application/ 

Another method is to fill out the paper membership form, also 
located at the same URL, and mail it into the address indicated. 

Your dues support the club’s effort to promote events for the club as 
well as our outreach efforts to bike-related activity in the greater 
Savannah area. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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CBTC Monthly Meeting 

Our monthly in-person meetings 
have been cancelled, but we are 

experimenting with virtual (Zoom) 
meetings 

2020 Board of Directors 

President: Deb Wharff 
debwharff@verizon.net 

Vice President: Kim Turner 
kimbooskie@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Vacant 
Secretary: John Arney 

johnaarney@gmail.com 
Member at Large: Roy Reynolds 

royreynolds59@hotmail.com 

2020 Committee Chairs 

Advocacy & Outreach: Kim Turner 
kimbooskie@gmail.com  

Merchandise: John Arney 
johnarney@gmail.com  

Communications/Marketing:  
Rich Wharff r02581@icloud.com  

Ride Coordinator: (Interim) 
debwharff@verizon.net  
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March Ride Schedule 
Helmets are required on all rides. Rear view mirrors are highly encouraged. 
Please arrive at least fifteen minutes before scheduled roll- out.  Guest riders 
must sign the club waiver prior to roll-out.  Club members acknowledged the 
waiver when they joined or renewed membership in the club.  Enjoy the rides 
and the company. And if you have an idea about a new ride, contact Deb and 
she’ll work to make it happen. 

First 2021 out-of-area ride 
The club’s initial out-of-area ride will be the 5th annual “Tour de 
Lowcountry” in Walterboro, SC,  on 27 March at 8am.  This ride features a 31 
mile route as well as a metric century route totaling 62 miles.  The ride is a 
component of Carrelton County’s annual Rice Festival, with both routes 
along scenic and historic back country roads in and around the the 
Walterboro area.  Post-ride treats are pizza and cold drinks, and the ride 

Date/Ride Mileage Directions Ride Leader

Saturday 6 March, 
9am, Islands ride

33/38 Start at Forsyth Park at the corner of Bull 
& Gaston.  From there we ride south to 
Diamond Causeway on clearly marked 
bike lanes.  After looping around 
Whitefield Road, over to Burnside 
Island, and then onto Ferguson to 
Jalapeños Restaurant in Sandfly for a 
rest.  Then to Isle of Hope before 
returning to Forsyth Park.

Deb Wharff, 410-905-1690 
debwharff@verizon.net

Saturday 13 March, 
9am, Kilkenny Ride.

28/36 Highway 17 or I-95 S to Richmond Hill 
exit.  East about 5 miles on GA 144 
(Ford Avenue), TL on GA144 spur 
towards Ft. McAllister State Park.  Park 
just outside park entrance gate.  

Kim Turner 214-725-2490 
kimbooskie@gmail.com

Saturday 20 March, 
9am, Skidaway Island 
Ride

19/24/33 Meet/park in The Village parking lot, 
across the street from the BP station (TL 
at second stop light/intersection on 
Skidaway Island). 

Kathy Schaefer, 
912-661-2884 
kwillyschaefer@gmail.com

Saturday 27 March, 
8am, Tour de Low 
Country Walterboro SC

31/62 I-95 N to SC 64 in Walterboro, to 292 
Robertson Boulevard (start/finish 
location)

N/A 
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Ride leaders for each 
category will be 
assigned. Ride 

coordinator: Deb Wharff 
debwharff@verizon.net
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themselves are very well supported with ample rest stops.  Complete information on the ride can be 
found at https://ricefestival.org/events/tour-de-lowcountry/.  Entry fee is $30, or you can register in 
person on the ride date for $35.   

Tour de Forts - date change  
The date for the 2021 Tour de Forts has been changed to Sunday 23 May.  The original date (28 
April) and start/finish venue will host a mass COVID-19 vaccination effort on that date, thus the 

rescheduled date/venue.  This event is hosted by the 
North Florida Bicycle Club, and plans are for this to be our 
second out-of-area club ride.  The rescheduled event will 
start at 8am, from the St. Johns County Fairgrounds, 5840 
Florida 207 East, Elkton, 
Florida.   

There are five individual routes, 25/40/58/77/100 miles.  Entry fees are 
$65, and club leadership is working with the North Florida Bicycle Club 
to obtain a club discount.  This ride is a component of the CAAM Tour 
Series.  Pre-ride snacks, SAGs, motorcycle safety escorts and post-ride 
lunch are all included.  We hope to arrive on Saturday and enjoy visiting 
Florida’s historic First Coast and ride by some of the area’s historic forts. 

Lastly, club leadership is working with the North Florida Bicycle Club to 
obtain a registration discount for CBTC members participating in the 
2021 Tour de Forts. 

Virtual general membership meeting  
The club’s initial virtual general membership meeting was held on Monday 1 March.  Results of the 
recent club-wide survey were reviewed, as well as an overview of forthcoming rides, treasury report 
and club membership updates.  Featured speakers were Calia Brown, director of Bike Walk 
Savannah, and John Bennett, Safety Education Program Manager with Georgia Bikes.    

While we hope to resume our in-person club meetings as soon as events and conditions allow.  Until 
then we plan to continue our virtual general membership meetings, on the evening of the first 
Monday of each month. 
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Pace line (drafting) etiquette   
As we head to warmer temperatures and longer rides, it’s useful to revisit some of the do’s and 
don’ts of pace line riding, or as is otherwise known, drafting.  The following was contained in 
bicycling.com in their February newsletter. 

What is Drafting? 
Drafting is one of the critical components of group cycling and saves around 30 percent of your 
energy, on average. Drafting another rider is one element of cycling that makes it so fun. By riding 
behind other cyclists and taking advantage of their slipstream, you can save vast amounts of effort. 
This allows you to go just as fast as they are, for less effort. The benefit is most noticeable at high 
speeds and with crosswinds.  Keep in mind that the group’s moving speed and the sharing of energy 
are essential, but wind direction makes a difference in drafting. The more intense the wind, the more 
critical it is to find the sweet spot in the group’s draft.  If the wind is coming directly from the front, 
you can easily position yourself behind the front rider at an appropriate distance, making sure not to 
overlap wheels. But when the wind comes from an angle, you’ll also need to adjust your position to 
get the greatest benefit. 

Paceline Control Elements 
To make your paceline safe, enjoyable, and successful, remember these three paceline etiquette 
rules of the road:  
  
1. Maintain Pack Speed: The pace should stay smooth and consistent throughout. To keep the group 
together, try to minimize surges at the front.  
  
2. Communicate: Use verbal and hand signal warnings to alert your fellow riders of approaching 
vehicles (front and rear), stopping, slowing, and road hazards. This is essential to ensure safety 
throughout the paceline.  
  
3. Focus on Rider Placement: A successful paceline has two essential elements. First, each rider 
needs to pay attention to detail with total focus and control. Second, when speed and duration 
increase, riders need to remain constantly aware of their proximity to one another so that nobody 
overlaps wheels with the rider ahead. 

Hunter Army Air Field (HAAF) visitor update   
Several club members have asked about visitor 
access to HAAF.  Unfortunately, visitor access is 
restricted, limited to Automated Installation Entry 
(AIE) and Veteran’s Health Identification Card (VHID) 
holders.  As such, “normal” visitor access, like those 
who want to ride the base perimeter road, is denied. 
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If you’re in need of bikes, bike parts or bike maintenance, please try to frequent one of our area bike 
shops, who have been open during the COVID-19 pandemic and providing assistance to the bike 
community of the greater Savannah area.  Show your support for your local bike shops whenever 
and however you can, and don’t forget to remind them that CBTC members receive a 10% discount 
on parts and service. 
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Donna Salisbury
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