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Local Planning Team 
 
Table TKH.1: Tekamah Local Planning Team 

NAME TITLE JURISDICTION 
KAROLYN MCELROY City Clerk City of Tekamah 
MATT DEEMER Street Superintendent City of Tekamah 
TONY DAUGHERTY Water/Sewer Superintendent City of Tekamah 
RON GRASS Mayor City of Tekamah 

Transportation 
Tekamah’s major transportation corridors include U.S. Highway 75, which runs north and south 
through the center of town. This highway on average has as many as 4,080 vehicles with 305 of 
these vehicles being heavy commercial vehicles. Nebraska Highway 32 is an east-west highway 
and terminates at U.S. Highway 75 in Tekamah. On average this highway has 2,110 vehicles and 
365 heavy commercial vehicles. Semi-truck traffic commonly transports hazardous materials 
through the city including propane, diesel, anhydrous ammonia, and various agricultural 
chemicals. Tekamah does not have any rail lines in or near the city. Tekamah Municipal Airport 
is located just southeast of the city. Transportation information is important to hazard mitigation 
plans insofar as it suggests possible evacuation corridors in the community, as well as areas more 
at risk to transportation incidents.  

Location and Geography 
The City of Tekamah is located in the southeastern portion of Burt County and covers an area of 
1.32 square miles. Major waterways in the area include Mud Creek, which is on the north side of 
the city, Tekamah Creek, and Tekamah Creek North Branch. Tekamah Creek is the primary 
source of flooding for the City of Tekamah. Mud Creek was largely eliminated as a source of 
flooding by the construction of an earthen dam. 
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Figure TKH.1: City of Tekamah 
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Demographics 
The population of Tekamah has remained relatively stable since the early 1900s. The current 
estimated population in 2017 was 1,767. Stable populations support the housing market and tax 
revenue available to pursue mitigation projects. Tekamah’s population accounted for 
approximately 27% percent of Burt County’s population in 2017.1 
 

Figure TKH.2: Estimated Population 1870 – 2017 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau2  

 
The young, elderly, minorities, and poor may be more vulnerable to certain hazards than other 
groups. In comparison to the County, Tekamah’s population was:  
 

• Younger. The median age of Tekamah was 43.8 years old in 2017, compared with the 
County average of 46.6 years. Tekamah’s population has grown younger since 2010, 
when the median age was 45.0 years old. Tekamah had a larger proportion of people 
under 20 years old (26.3%) than the County (24.0%).3  

• Less ethnic diversity. Since 2010, Tekamah maintained similarly ethnically diverse. In 
2010, only 2% of Tekamah’s population was Black and 1% was two or more races. By 
2017, about 1% Black and 1% American Indian. During that time, Burt County population 
was: 1% (Black or African American), grew 1% to 2% (American Indian and Alaskan 
Native), and 1% (two or more races) from 2010 to 2017 respectively.4 

• More likely to be at the federal poverty line. The poverty rate in Tekamah (13.8% of all 
persons living below the federal poverty line) is higher than the County’s poverty rate 
(12.3%) in 2017.5 

 

Employment and Economics 
The City’s economic base is a mixture of industries. In comparison to Burt County, Tekamah’s 
economy had: 
 

 
1 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0101: Age and Sex.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
2 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0101: Age and Sex.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov. 
3 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0101: Age and Sex.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
4 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP05: ACS Demographic and Housing Estimates.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
5 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP03: Selected Economic Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.  
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• Different mix of industries. Employment sectors accounting for 10% or more of 
employment in Tekamah included Construction, Manufacturing, and Educational 
Services. While Burt County’s employment sectors included Agriculture, Manufacturing, 
and Educational Services in 2017.6 

• Similar household income. Tekamah’s median household income in 2017 ($50,163) 
was nearly the same as the County ($50,174).7 

• More long-distance commuters. Both Tekamah and Burt County had 49.9% percent of 
workers who commuted for fewer than 15 minutes. About 33.6% of workers in Tekamah 
commute 30 minutes or more to work, compared to about 30.7% of the County workers.8 

 

Major Employers 
Major employers in the City include Central Valley Agricultural COOP, City staff, Feeney 
manufacturing, Tekamah School District, Arbor Care nursing home, and Midwest Service. Many 
residents commute to Omaha or Blair for employment as well.  

Housing 
In comparison to Burt County, Tekamah’s housing stock was: 
 

• Less owner occupied. About 73.4% of occupied housing units in Tekamah are owner 
occupied compared with 75.8% of occupied housing in Burt County in 2017.9 

• Smaller share of aged housing stock. Tekamah has a smaller share of housing built 
prior to 1970 than the county (59.9% compared to 66.7%).10 

• More single-family homes. The predominant housing type in the City is single family 
detached and Tekamah contains more multifamily housing with five or more units per 
structure than the County (4.7% compared to 3.7%). About 79.5% of housing in Tekamah 
was single-family detached, compared with 83.5% of the County’s housing. Tekamah has 
a smaller share of mobile and manufactured housing (2.7%) compared to the County 
(5.8%).11   

 
The local planning team indicated there are several blighted properties throughout town, which 
may be more vulnerable to hazard events. Substandard and mobile homes may be more 
vulnerable to the impacts of high winds, tornados, and severe winter storms. According to the 
local planning team, there are three mobile home parks within Tekamah: one located along 
Highway 32, Ridgeview RV Park at 19th and P Street, and a third one on Airport Road. There are 
no storm shelters available at the Highway 32 or Airport Road mobile home parks. However, the 
Ridgeview RV Park has a storm cellar used for community sheltering during hazard events. The 
local planning team indicated many mobile homes in town may not be properly anchored and are 
at risk to high wind events.  
 
This housing information is relevant to hazard mitigation insofar as the age of housing may 
indicate which housing units were built prior to state building codes being developed. Further, 
unoccupied housing may suggest that future development may be less likely to occur. Finally, 
communities with a substantial number of mobile homes may be more vulnerable to the impacts 
of high winds, tornadoes, and severe winter storms. 

 
6 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP03: Selected Economic Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
7 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP03: Selected Economic Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
8 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0802: Means of Transportation to Work by Selected Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
9 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP04: Selected Housing Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
10 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP04: Selected Housing Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 
11 United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP04: Selected Housing Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://factfinder.census.gov/
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Future Development Trends 
The City of Tekamah has seen several changes over the past five years. Eight businesses 
along Main Street and several delapidated homes throughout the City have been demolished. 
New homes have been built within town and near the golf course on the northwest corner of the 
city. Since 2016, new businesses have included: Knightly Rentals, a storage unit, two new Bed 
and Breakfasts, CandleWorks, and Bryan Gibson.  
 
Overall the city’s population has remained relatively stable, which the local planning team has 
attributed to its proximity to Omaha, a good school system, and numerous economic opportunities 
either within the city or within commuting distance. In the next five years two new duplex homes 
and four single-family homes are planned. No facilities are anticipated to be built within the 
floodplain. 
 

Figure TKH.3: Tekamah Zoning Map 
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Figure TKH.4: Tekamah Future Land Use Map 
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Structural Inventory and Valuation 
The planning team requested GIS parcel data from the County Assessor as of December 2019. 
This data allowed the planning team to analyze the location, number, and value of property 
improvements at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of structures on each 
parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following table. There are no 
LOMAs for the City of Tekamah.  
 
Table TKH.2: Tekamah Parcel Valuation 

NUMBER 

OF 

PARCELS 

NUMBER OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 

TOTAL 

IMPROVEMENT 

VALUE 

NUMBER OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 

IN FLOODPLAIN 

VALUE OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 

IN FLOODPLAIN 

PERCENT OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 

IN FLOODPLAIN 

1,123 726 $58,475,867  154 54 $3,538,156  
Source: County Assessor 

Critical Infrastructure/Key Resources 
Chemical Storage Fixed Sites 
According to the Tier II System reports submitted to the Nebraska Department of Environment 
and Energy, there are three chemical storage sites in Tekamah that contain hazardous chemicals.  
 
Table TKH.3: Chemical Storage Fixed Sites 

FACILITY NAME ADDRESS LOCATED IN FLOODPLAIN? 
AGWERX AVIATION INC 4001 County Road G Y 

CENTRAL VALLEY AG (CO-OP) 1421 B St Y – 0.2% 

MIDWEST SERVICE 649 Highway 75 Y – 0.2% 
Source: Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy12 

 

Critical Facilities 
Each participating jurisdiction identified critical facilities vital for disaster response, providing 
shelter to the public, and essential for returning the jurisdiction’s functions to normal during and 
after a disaster. Critical facilities were identified during the original planning process and updated 
by the local planning team as a part of this plan update. The following table and figure provide a 
summary of the critical facilities for the jurisdiction.  
 
The local planning team noted that there are five city-owned sirens in town which have their own 
battery packs. Additionally, the public schools would be used as community shelters during 
hazard events and the County Courthouse or City Auditorium have basements used during storm 
events.  
 
Table TKH.4: Critical Facilities  

CF 

NUMBER 
TYPE NAME 

SHORT-
TERM 

SHELTER 

(Y/N) 

GENERATOR 

(Y/N) 
FLOODPLAIN 

(Y/N) 

1 Health and Medical Arbor Care N Y N 

2 Safety and Security 
Tekamah Fire & 
Rescue Assoc. 

N Y N 

3 
Safety and Security 

Tekamah Police 
Department and 
City Offices 

N N Y 

 
12 Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy. “Search Tier II Data.” Accessed November 2018. https://deq-iis.ne.gov/tier2/search.faces. 

https://deq-iis.ne.gov/tier2/search.faces
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CF 

NUMBER 
TYPE NAME 

SHORT-
TERM 

SHELTER 

(Y/N) 

GENERATOR 

(Y/N) 
FLOODPLAIN 

(Y/N) 

4 

Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Tekamah 
Elementary and 
High School 

Y Y Y 

5 Health and Medical Chatt Senior Center N Y Y 

6 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

City Auditorium Y N N 

7 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Water Tower N Y N 

8 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Lagoons N Y Y 

9 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Lift Station 1 N Y N 

10 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Lift Station 2 N Y Y 

11 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Lift Station 3 N Y Y 

12 Transportation Tekamah Airport N N  Y 

13 
Energy Substation N N N 

14 
Hazardous 
Materials 

BHE/Northern Gas 
Station 

N Y N 

15 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Well 1 N N N 

16 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Well 2 N N N 

17 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Well 3 N N N 

18 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Well 4 N N N 

19 
Food, Water, and 
Shelter 

Well 5 N N N 
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Figure TKH.3: Critical Facilities 
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Historical Occurrences 
See the Burt County community profile for historical hazard events.  

Hazard Prioritization 
For an in-depth discussion regarding area wide hazards, please see Section Four: Risk 
Assessment. The hazards discussed in detail below were either identified in the previous HMP 
and determined to still be of top concern or were added by the local planning team based on the 
identification of hazards of greatest concern, hazard history, and the jurisdiction’s capabilities. 
 
Chemical Transportation and Fixed Sites 
The local planning team identified chemical transportation and fixed chemical locations as top 
concerns for the city. The NDEE identified three chemical fixed sites which are of concern due to 
the storing of anhydrous ammonia. According to the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration, there have not been any chemical spills in Tekamah during transportation nor 
have there been any spills from storage locations. Local concerns are centered around the 
pipeline near the City and its risk of leakage. One anhydrous ammonia leak outside of town limits 
shut down highway 75 and led to a fatality. Residents near chemical storage fixed sites or along 
major transportation routes are not educated about the threat of a spill nor the appropriate 
response. The city currently does not have an evacuation plan in case of hazardous spills. The 
nearest Hazmat Response Team is located in Norfolk. 
 
Dam Failure 
There are three high hazard dams located near Tekamah. The P-MRNRD own the dams, and the 
community does have an evacuation plan if a dam was to fail. The Emergency Operations Plan 
and local planning team indicated that the entire community would likely be inundated if a dam 
was to fail. Emergency housing would likely be available if an event were to occur; however, the 
specific locations of facilities have not been identified. During the March 2019 flood event, all 
dams performed as expected and no failures occurred. Local concerns are not centered on overall 
dam performance, but rather the impacts to the downstream areas in case of failure. 
 

Table TKH.13: High Hazard Dams Tekamah 

NIDID DAM NAME LOCATION STREAM NAME OWNER 
MAXIMUM 

STORAGE 

(ACRE-FEET) 

LAST 

INSPECTION 

DATE 

NE01597 
Tekamah-
Mud Creek 

22-A 
Tekamah 

Tekamah 
Creek 

P-MRNRD 499 6/25/2015 

NE01690 
Tekamah-
Mud Creek 

5-A 
Tekamah 

Tekamah 
Creek 

P-MRNRD 6,861 6/25/2015 

NE03103 
Silver 

Creek 11 
Rural 

Tekamah 
Silver Creek P-MRNRD 1,317 6/25/2015 

Source: NDNR 
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Figure TKH.4: Tekamah Dams 

 
 
Flooding 
Flooding is a hazard of concern for the City of Tekamah, due to both riverine and interior flood 
risk. Tekamah Creek North Branch has a steep gradient that is a major factor in the nature of 
flooding in this area. Debris in waterways such as dead trees, branches and logs under bridges 
and culverts east of the city, particularly on the Tekamah Creek North Branch have also caused 
impacts from flood events. Localize ponding from heavy rains typically occurs near the senior 
center and the local planning team indicated the stormwater system is currently undersized for 
the city. The most severe flooding of Tekamah generally occurs in May and June and is caused 
by heavy rains west of the city. 
 
One flash flood event caused about a half million dollars in damages in Tekamah. Heavy rain 
totaling 3.00-6.00 inches fell across Burt County on August 6 into August 7, 1999. This caused 
extensive street flooding Tekamah. The primary damage came from the flooding of basements, 
but some damage was done to roads. The local planning team has identified poor stormwater 
drainage on the east side of town, especially along M Street. 
 
The March 2019 flood event caused major damage to roads and the stormwater system in the 
City of Tekamah, primarily from flash flooding. Damaged roads included 20 th Street from L to P 
streets and South Street from 14th to 15th. The roads were closed for approximately a week. The 
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City is currently investigating options to upgrade culverts in town and has attempted to work with 
FEMA for improvement projects in the past.  
 
There are no repetitive flood loss properties in the City of Tekamah as of November 2019. 
Tekamah is a member of the NFIP with five policies in force totaling $483,700 as of September 
2018. Burt County has a Flood Insurance Study dated June 5, 2020 which includes Craig, 
Decatur, Herman, Lyons, Oakland, Omaha Tribe of Nebraska, and Tekamah. The report noted 
principal flood problems as from Missouri River and Logan Creek Dredge. The Missouri River was 
the source of extensive flooding in 2011 in Burt County. Significant damage occurred to property, 
infrastructure, and farmland. As a result of the major flooding in Burt County, a presidential 
disaster was declared in 2011. The Missouri River poses a constant threat of flooding to many 
counties along its corridor, including Burt County. Logan Creek Dredge poses threats the the 
western portion of Burt County. Included with farmland, its floodplain includes the City of Lyons, 
the City of Oakland, and the Village of Oakland. Flood protection measures in the area include 
both levee and non-levee measures such as earthfill dam construction.  
 
Table TKH.13: Improvements in the Floodplain 

VALUE OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 

IN FLOODPLAIN 

NUMBER OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 

AFFECTED 

NUMBER OF 

IMPROVEMENTS IN 

COMMUNITY 

PERCENTAGE OF 

AFFECTED 

IMPROVEMENTS 
$1,200,005 12 43 27.9% 

Source: GIS Workshop/Burt County Assessor 

 
High Winds and Tornadoes  
The local planning team ranked tornadoes and high winds as a top hazard of concern for the city. 
There was one report of a tornado from 2001 that briefly touched down just west of Tekamah, 
and no damage was reported from the weak F-0 tornado. Several high wind events have occurred 
across the county and impacted Tekamah. The most recent event from March 2014 had wind 
speeds gusting over 60 mph as reported by the Tekamah Airport. These high winds caused 
significant tree damage and blowing dust, which could briefly reduce visibilities while driving. Tree 
damage is the primary concern for the local planning team. The public power district trims tree 
limbs away from above ground power lines and the city removes hazardous trees as needed. It 
is estimated that five percent of the power lines are buried in the city, which helps reduce the risk 
to power outages from tornadoes and high winds. While there are no FEMA certified safe rooms 
in the city, the city auditorium and the county courthouse basements can be used as storm 
shelters if needed. There are five warning sirens located throughout town which are owned and 
maintained by the city. Each siren has its own battery pack for redundant power.  
 
Public Health Emergency 
Public health emergency is a new hazard of top concern for this plan update. Concerns for public 
health emergencies stemmed from the development and spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19). Overall, Burt County has seen numerous confirmed cases of the virus. City offices were shut 
down for an extended period of time; however, many employees were able to work from home in 
a limited capacity. The city takes directives and guidance from Burt County Emergency 
Management, local health departments, and the Governor. The senior center closed to all outside 
visitors. The fire and rescue department has PPE while local police force does not have adequate 
resources. The local health department is located in Wisner (Cuming County) and provided daily 
emails and frequent press releases to inform local officials. No other major disease outbreaks 
have impacted the city in the past.  
 
Severe Thunderstorms (Hail) 
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The local planning team identified severe thunderstorms as a hazard of top concern. Severe 
thunderstorms are a common occurrence across the planning area and include impacts such as 
heavy rain, lightning, thunderstorm wind, and hail. The NCEI reports 24 hail events since 1996 
with the largest hail stone at 2.5 inches in 2017. Hail of this size can shatter windows, damage 
siding or vehicles, and cause injury to residents. The city’s museum and airport have experienced 
hail damage in the past, including approximately $320k in hail damages to roofs. A severe storm 
in 2017 had a lightning strike hit the lift station at 8 th and Q Street which required repairs. Heavy 
rains from storms produces localized ponding by the senior center and heightened levels at the 
lagoons. The city water tower has a lightning rod and city records are backed up and have surge 
protectors on computer systems for redundancy.  
 

Social Media Engagement 
The Papio-Missouri River NRD launched a “Would You Rather” themed social media campaign 
during the 2021 HMP update to garner local input on hazard priorities, residential capabilities, and 
action items residents would like to see the community take in the future to reduce potential 
impacts from hazard events.  
 
The City of Tekamah had one reported respondent in the campaign (based upon general zip code 
analysis) who indicated top hazards of concern were Drought and Extreme Heat, Flooding, and 
High Winds and Tornadoes. The respondent indicated they would like to see a program in place 
to notify residents of elderly neighbors for community check-ins post hazard event.  

Governance 
A community’s governance indicates the number of boards or offices that may be available to 
help implement hazard mitigation actions. Tekamah has a number of offices or departments that 
may be involved in implementing hazard mitigation initiatives. The City is governed by a mayor 
and a four member City Council and the following offices. 
 

• Clerk/Treasurer 

• Sanitation Director 

• Police Department 

• Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department 

• Emergency Manager 

• Water and Sewer Superintendent 

• City Airport Manager 

• Housing Authority 

• Library 

• Street Superintendent 

• Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector 

Capability Assessment 
The capability assessment consisted of a Capability Assessment Survey completed by the 
jurisdiction and a review of local existing policies, regulations, plans, and the programs. The 
survey is used to gather information regarding the jurisdiction’s planning and regulatory capability; 
administrative and technical capability; fiscal capability; and educational and outreach capability. 
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Table TKH.5: Capability Assessment 

SURVEY COMPONENTS/SUBCOMPONENTS YES/NO 

PLANNING 
& 
REGULATORY 
CAPABILITY 

Comprehensive Plan Yes – under revision 

Capital Improvements Plan No 

Economic Development Plan No 

Emergency Operational Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance No 

Floodplain Ordinance Yes 

Building Codes Yes 

National Flood Insurance Program Yes 

Community Rating System No 

Other (if any) 

Blight Study, Housing 
Study (County), 

Wellhead Protection 
Plan  

ADMINISTRATIVE 
&TECHNICAL 
CAPABILITY 

Planning Commission Yes 

Floodplain Administration Yes 

GIS Capabilities 
Yes – primarily 

contracted 

Chief Building Official Yes 

Civil Engineering Contracted  

Local Staff Who Can Assess Community’s 
Vulnerability to Hazards 

Yes 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes – Fire Dept. 

Other (if any)  

FISCAL 
CAPABILITY 

Capital Improvement Plan/ 1 & 6 Year plan Yes 

Applied for grants in the past Yes 

Awarded a grant in the past Yes 

Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific Purposes 
such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric Service Fees No 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Water/Sewer Service Fees Yes 

Development Impact Fees No 

General Obligation Revenue or Special Tax 
Bonds 

No 

Other (if any)  

EDUCATION 
& 
OUTREACH 
CAPABILITY 

Local citizen groups or non-profit 
organizations focused on environmental 
protection, emergency preparedness, access 
and functional needs populations, etc. 

No – Health 
Departments provide 
pandemic information 
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SURVEY COMPONENTS/SUBCOMPONENTS YES/NO 

Ex. CERT Teams, Red Cross, etc. 

Ongoing public education or information 
program (e.g., responsible water use, fire 
safety, household preparedness, 
environmental education) 

No 

Natural Disaster or Safety related school 
programs 

Yes 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA Yes 

Other (if any)  

 

OVERALL CAPABILITY LIMITED/MODERATE/HIGH 
FINANCIAL RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT 
MITIGATION PROJECTS 

Limited 

STAFF/EXPERTISE TO IMPLEMENT PROJECTS Moderate 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT TO IMPLEMENT PROJECTS Moderate 

TIME TO DEVOTE TO HAZARD MITIGATION Limited 

 

Plan Integration 
The Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) for Decatur, which was last updated in 2016, is 
an annex of Burt County’s LEOP. The LEOP is anticipated to be updated in 2021. It is an all-
hazards plan that does not address specific natural and man-made disasters. It provides a clear 
assignment of responsibility in case of an emergency, mass care facilities, and actions to take in 
case of hazard events. 
 
The city updated its Comprehensive Plan in 2020 and the updated plan addresses smart land use 
planning in the natural environment including watersheds and in the face of climate change. The 
plan encourages infill development, discourages development in floodplains, and notes “[the] 26 
percent of vacant land can be considered “not developable” due to its location within a floodplain, 
floodway, or upon steep topography.”  
 
The city’s zoning and floodplain ordinances were last updated in 2017 and are revised on an as 
needed basis. While development is discouraged in the floodplain or flood hazard areas, the 
ordinances do not clearly indicate required base flood elevations. The city has adopted the 2012 
IBC and is in the process of updating to the 2018 edition. While the city does not currently have 
a Capital Improvements Plan, they review the city budget annually and are exploring the option 
to develop a CIP by 2026. Hazard mitigation projects should be reviewed and incorporated into 
the CIP development.  

Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans should be living documents and updated regularly to reflect changes in 
hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These updates are encouraged to occur after 
every major disaster event, alongside community planning documents (i.e. annual budgets and 
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Capital Improvement Plans), during the fall before the HMA grant cycle begins, and/or prior to 
other funding opportunity cycles begin including CDBG, Water Sustainability Fund, Revolving 
State Fund, or other identified funding mechanisms.  
 
The local planning team is responsible for reviewing and updating this community profile as 
changes occur or after a major event. The local planning team will include the City Clerk, Street 
Superintendent, Water/Sewer Superintendent, Zoning Building Administrator, and Mayor. The 
local planning team will review the plan no less than annually and will include the public in the 
review and revision process by: social media posts, sharing information at city council meetings, 
and posting minutes in the city newsletter. 

Mitigation Strategy 
 

Continued Mitigation Actions 

MITIGATION ACTION BURY POWER LINES 

DESCRIPTION Require powerlines installed as a part of new construction to be buried 

HAZARD(S) 
High Winds and Tornadoes Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter 
Storms 

ESTIMATED COST $1M per mile 
FUNDING City utility funds, NPPD 
TIMELINE 5+ years 
PRIORITY High 
LEAD AGENCY Zoning Administrator, NPPD 

STATUS 
Approximately 5% of lines are buried in town and all new housing 
developments are required to have buried lines.  

 

MITIGATION ACTION MOBILE HOME ANCHORING 

DESCRIPTION 
Require mobile homes located in the jurisdiction to be properly 
anchored 

HAZARD(S) High Winds and Tornadoes, Severe Thunderstorms 
ESTIMATED COST N/A 
FUNDING N/A 
TIMELINE (CIRCLE ONE) 5+ years 
PRIORITY High 
LEAD AGENCY Zoning Administrator 

STATUS 
Zoning Ordinance dictates all mobile homes should be properly 
anchored, however many older homes are still in need of being 
anchored properly.  

 

MITIGATION ACTION STORM SHELTERS/SAFE ROOM 

DESCRIPTION 
Design and construct a safe room in highly vulnerable areas, including 
the baseball fields and pool area 

HAZARD(S) High Winds and Tornadoes, Severe Thunderstorms 
ESTIMATED COST $200-$300/sf stand alone; $150-200/sf addition/retrofit 
FUNDING General Funds, HMGP, BRIC 
TIMELINE 3-5 years 
PRIORITY Low 
LEAD AGENCY Emergency Management and Zoning Administrator 
STATUS This project has not yet been started.  
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Removed Actions 

MITIGATION ACTION MAINTAIN GOOD STANDING IN THE NFIP 

DESCRIPTION 
Maintain good standing with National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) including floodplain management practices/ requirements and 
regulation enforcements and updates. 

HAZARD(S) Flooding 

REASON FOR REMOVAL 
While the community will continue to participate in the NFIP, this 
project can be removed as it is considered an ongoing effort. 

 


