
PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER NRD HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN | 2021 1 

COMMUNITY PROFILE 
 

 

 

 

RALSTON PUBLIC SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 

 

 

 

 

Papio-Missouri River NRD 

Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

 

2021 

 

  



SECTION SEVEN: RALSTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMUNITY PROFILE 
 

2  PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER NRD HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN | 2021 

Local Planning Team 
 
Table RPS.1: Ralston Public School District Local Planning Team 

NAME TITLE JURISDICTION 

JASON BUCKINGHAM 
Executive Director of Fiscal 
Affairs 

Ralston Public Schools 

Location and Services 
Ralston Public Schools operates eight schools in the Cities of Ralston and Omaha. The school district 
provides services to students in Ralston, Omaha, the surrounding areas.  

Demographics 
The following figure displays the historical student population trend starting with the 2004-05 
school year and ending with the 2018-19 year. It indicates that the student population has 
fluctuated over the past two decades, with a significant increase between the 214-2015 and 2015-
2016 school years. There are approximately 3,400 students enrolled in Ralston Public Schools.i 
The district expects to remain around this student body population in the coming years. Currently 
the school has and uses 11 buses with over 250 students bused daily. The most commonly 
traversed routes used for bussing include 72nd and 84th Streets. The primary language for the 
district is English; however, a few students are bilingual Spanish.  
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Figure RPS.1: Ralston Public School District 
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Figure RPS.2: Student Population, 2004-2019 

 
Source: Nebraska Department of Education 

 
Figure RPS.3: Students by Grade, 2018-2019 

 
Source: Nebraska Department of Education 

 
The figure above indicates that the largest number of students are in 12th grade; however the 
other grade levels are all relatively consistent in student numbers. According to the Nebraska 
Department of Education (NDE), more than 50% of students receive either free or reduced priced 
meals at school in the 2018-19 year. This is higher than the state average of 45.21%. Additionally, 
17% of students are in the Special Education Program and about 11% are English language 
learners. These students may be more vulnerable during a hazardous event than the rest of the 
student population.  
  

3,112

3,174

3,271 3,272

3,091

3,154 3,151

3,106
3,135

3,111

3,179

3,355 3,363

3,407 3,406

2900

2950

3000

3050

3100

3150

3200

3250

3300

3350

3400

3450

171

244 242
232

248
260

236 240
227 229

239
253 260

325

PK KG 1ST 2ND 3RD 4TH 5TH 6TH 7TH 8TH 9TH 10TH 11TH 12TH



 SECTION SEVEN: RALSTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMUNITY PROFILE 
 

PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER NRD HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN | 2021 5 

Table RPS.2: Student Statistics, 2018-2019 

 DISTRICT STATE OF NEBRASKA 
Free/Reduced Priced Meals 54.93% 45.21% 
School Mobility Rate 9.12% 4.61% 
English Language Learners 10.88% 7.16% 
Special Education Students 17.06% 15.48% 

Future Development Trends 
The local planning team indicated no major changes to school facilities or programs have 
occurred in the past five years. Any future renovations or changes are contingent on available 
funding and would take place on existing facilities and school sites.  

Critical Infrastructure/Key Resources 
Chemical Storage Fixed Sites 
According to the Tier II System reports submitted to the Nebraska Department of Environmental 
Quality, there are no chemical storage sites that houses hazardous materials in Ralston but over 
200 in Omaha. 1 These facilities may be located near schools; however, the local planning team 
noted no concerns exist currently for chemical spills or leaks.  
 

Critical Facilities 
The school district operates two schools at one campus facility. Each participating jurisdiction 
identified critical facilities vital for disaster response, providing shelter to the public, and essential 
for returning the jurisdiction’s functions to normal during and after a disaster per the FEMA 
Community Lifelines guidance. Critical facilities were identified during the original planning 
process and updated by the local planning team as a part of this plan update.  
 
The following table and figure provide a summary of the critical facilities for the jurisdiction. 
 
Table RPS.4: Critical Facilities  

CF 

# 
NAME 

# OF 

STUDENTS 
# OF 

STAFF 

SHORT-
TERM 

SHELTER 

(Y/N) 

GENERATOR 

(Y/N) 
FLOODPLAIN 

(Y/N) 

1 Ralston High 1,027 110 N N N 

2 
Ralston 
Middle 

475 74 N N N 

3 
Blumfield 
Elementary 

376 47 N N N 

4 
Karen 
Western 

188 45 N N Y 

5 
Meadows 
Elementary 

348 38 N N N 

6 
Mockingbird 
Elementary 

390 44 N N N 

7 
Seymore 
Elementary 

260 40 N N N 

8 
Wildewood 
Elementary  

314 34 N N N 

 
1 Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy. “Search Tier II Data.” Accessed November 2018. https://deq-iis.ne.gov/tier2/search.faces. 

https://deq-iis.ne.gov/tier2/search.faces
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Figure RPS.3: Critical Facilities 
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School Drills and Staff Training 
Students and staff participate in a number of drills throughout the school year. The school follows 
the Standard Response Protocol (SRP Model) for the types of drills that are covered, which 
include:  

• Fire drills – monthly 

• Tornado – twice annually 

• Shelter in Place/Intruder – twice annually 

• Evacuations/Reunification – once annually 

• Bus Evacuations – twice annually 
 
Staff undergo training annually for drills and emergency procedures and the school safety 
committee meets monthly to discuss additional topics. Each school facility reviews and updates 
procedures annually to address concerns. The district works with local police departments when 
conducting drills.  

Historical Occurrences 
See the Douglas County or City of Ralston community profile for historical hazard events.  

Hazard Prioritization 
For an in-depth discussion regarding area wide hazards, please see Section Four: Risk 
Assessment. The hazards discussed in detail below were either identified in the previous HMP 
and determined to still be of top concern or were added by the local planning team based on the 
identification of hazards of greatest concern, hazard history, and the jurisdiction’s capabilities. 
 
High Winds and Tornadoes 
Although there has not been a recorded tornado that has impacted school facilities, high winds 
and tornadoes are common within the region. Tornadoes have the potential to cause loss of life 
and significant damages to property. The local planning team noted events have impacted school 
buildings in the past and caused damage with insurance claims exceeded a million dollars in 
damages. No school facilities have safe rooms available to students and staff. Twice per year 
students and staff conduct tornado drills. In addition, school facilities and surrounding 
neighborhoods are in older areas with mature trees susceptible to damages during high wind 
events. The school district removes hazardous and trims trees on campus as needed.  
 
Severe Thunderstorms 
The combination of high winds, heavy rain, lightning, and hail can cause significant damages to 
district property. Hail sizes of over an inch to 2.50 inches has caused significant damages to roofs, 
windows, vehicles, and siding especially when the hail is wind-driven. No major power outages 
have occurred in the past five years as a result of storm events; however, the school district has 
noted that no school facilities have backup generators. School facilities do not have lightning rods 
on the roofs; but all facilities have weather radios and sirens can be heard at all buildings. 
 
Severe Winter Storms 
Winter storms include heavy snow, blizzards, extreme cold, ice accumulation, and winter storms 
which can cause road closures, dangerously low temperatures, and power outages. Primary 
concerns for severe winter storms include loss of power and damage to the school HVAC 
systems. Freezing temperatures also put pipes at risk in all school facilities, especially as no 
facilities currently have backup generators. Snow removal on campus is the responsibility of the 
school district and currently snow removal resources are sufficient.  
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Terrorism 
The local planning team noted terrorism is of concern for the district and primary concerns exist 
for the safety of staff and students. The district has not experienced school shooting events in the 
past but has experienced cyberattack attempts. In the case of hazard events, staff can be notified 
through the RAVE panic button system installed in school facilities. As of 2020, the district was 
being assessed by the Department of Homeland Security for additional safety measures to take.  

Administration/Capability Assessment 
The school district has a superintendent, eight principals, four assistant principal, and supportive 
staff. The school board is made up of a six-member panel.ii The district also has a number of 
additional departments and staff that may be available to implement hazard mitigation initiatives. 
 

• Bookkeeper/District Treasurer 

• Student Services Coordinator 

• Technology 

• Custodians 

• Nurse 

• Maintenance 

• Buildings and Grounds 

• Communications 

• Finance Department 

• Human Resources 

• Library/Media Services 

• PARA Education 

• Transportation 

• Curriculum Director 

• Food Service 

 

OVERALL CAPABILITY LIMITED/MODERATE/HIGH 
FINANCIAL RESOURCES NEED TO IMPLEMENT 
MITIGATION PROJECTS 

Limited  

STAFF/EXPERTISE TO IMPLEMENT PROJECTS Moderate 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT TO IMPLEMENT PROJECTS Moderate 

TIME TO DEVOTE TO HAZARD MITIGATION Limited 

 

Plan Integration 
Ralston Public Schools maintain and review their Emergency Management Procedures every 
year. The plan outlines various emergency events including storms, intruder, abduction, and 
bomb threats. The plan is updated regularly alongside local law enforcement. The plans are also 
reviewed annually by the schools insurance company to identify and correct safety concerns.  

Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans should be living documents and updated regularly to reflect changes in 
hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These updates are encouraged to occur after 
every major disaster event, alongside community planning documents (i.e. annual budgets and 
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Capital Improvement Plans), during the fall before the HMA grant cycle begins, and/or prior to 
other funding opportunity cycles begin including CDBG, Water Sustainability Fund, Revolving 
State Fund, or other identified funding mechanisms.  
 
Reviews and updates to this profile will be conducted no less than annually by the Superintendent, 
Principals, and School Board Members. The public, including parents and teachers, are notified 
of the process at monthly board meetings as appropriate.  

Mitigation Strategy 
 

New Mitigation Actions 

MITIGATION ACTION BACK-UP POWER GENERATORS 

DESCRIPTION 
Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to schools, 
administration centers, supply centers, safe rooms, etc. 

HAZARD(S) All hazards 
ESTIMATED COST $50,000+/generator 
FUNDING General budget, HMA 
TIMELINE 2-5 years 
PRIORITY Medium 
LEAD AGENCY District Services 
STATUS This is a new mitigation action.  

 
 

i Nebraska Department of Education. December 2020. “2018-2019 Education Profile for District: Ralston Public Schools.” http://nep.education.ne.gov/Districts/Index/86-0001-
000?DataYears=20172018. 

ii Ralston Public Schools. Accessed January 2020. https://www.ralstonschools.org/ 

https://www.ralstonschools.org/

