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President’s Message


Dear friends and fellow club members,

     October means cool weather and sometimes wet leaves, slick leaves that tend to 
cause our bikes to slip out from under us.

It is also time to start making plans for for our holiday banquet and election of officers. 
With elections coming up this is a time you can share your unique talents with the club. 
Everybody has skills or talents that are necessary for the success of our club and I'm 
inviting you to participate in club functions in some way. Being in charge of some 
function is not difficult or painful because there are several other members willing to 
train and support you.

     Now is the time to elect a new rally chairperson and think about how you can support 
our club. We will be electing President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Board of 
Director positions as well as someone to collect and count votes. Another decision that 
needs to finalize is when and where to have our banquet.

     Also, after 10 years my 1945 BMW R25 is nearing completion. I have wanted a 
BMW single for many years and finally now have it. Thanks to everyone that has helped 
restore this relic.

Bill Brown, president 

Vice President’s Message 

Our next meeting is October 28 at 6:30 at Pegah’s at 87th and Quivira.  Bob Rippy will 
show photos from Alaska and we will vote for a Rally Chair.  Also elections for 2020 will 
be coming up soon so if you want to run for office or want to nominate someone, please 
contact me.

Dave Brown.
Vice President
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Giving Up the Reins 
or “My Son’s Well-Used 40th Birthday Present” 

by Steve Swanson 

It has been well over 14 years since Father’s Day weekend, June 2005, when I first took the 

reins of  a brand new 2006 BMW K1200R, the first of  that model delivered in Kansas City. 

As his Father’s Day present to me that year, my 25-year-old son, Eric, had suggested we ride 

my then current bike, a 2000 BMW K1200LT, on a tour of  Kansas City’s motorcycle dealerships 

starting with his choice, our local Ducati shop. I knew, of  course, that this whole process was to 

look for a bike for him. Having sold his Honda CBR600RR a few years earlier, he’d been 

jonesing for a replacement for some time. But, without his own ride at that moment, Eric sat 

pillion on my BMW “motorhome” as we visited each brand of  dealership throughout the metro, 

identifying several possible rides that might suit his fancy. 

When we finally arrived at Engle Motors, our local BMW / Triumph dealer and last stop 

that Saturday, all it took was one look at the silver-on-black rocket ship that BMW had just 

introduced and I was hooked. In the blink of  an eye (and certainly without consideration of  any 

home-front consequences) I signed on the dotted line and soon after Eric was riding the K1200R 

home on my behalf, most likely wishing it was his and thinking this was not the outcome he had 
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hoped for that weekend. The thought of  this thoroughly selfish decision on my part still makes 

me wince a bit, hindsight being 20/20. 

Fade-out-fade-in, 14 years later the K1200LT was quickly sold off  just months after 

bringing the K1200R home, Eric bought and subsequently sold his own Kawasaki ZX10R after 

moving with his wife to Washington State, seven more grandchildren have been added to my life 

bringing the total to eight and, for a recent 2-up long distance ride to Montana, I unexpectedly 

came into possession of  a used ’03 Harley Davidson Ultra Classic Anniversary Edition from a 

friend who simply wanted to off-load an extra motorcycle he had laying around his garage. 

All the while, though, I continued to put mile-after-mile on my little K1200R speedster with 

trips to the Northwest corner of  Arkansas (some of  the best riding in the country), to Barber 

Motorsport Museum in Birmingham, AL, to Southern Virginia to see my daughter, Heidi, and 

loop back home over 320 miles of  the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Tail of  the Dragon and the 

Cuyahalla Skyway and many, many more; some 49,000+ miles, all told, through the Spring of  

2019. 

What a great bike the K1200R has been for all those years, fast and nimble with a fairly low 

cost of  ownership, at least by BMW standards. But, as time marches on and bodies age, mine was 

slowly losing the ability to stay comfortable on the “K” much longer than an hour at a time. Yet, 

I could straddle the Harley for the full 200 miles its fuel tank would accommodate, proven out by 

the 2,400 mile trip to Montana and back my wife, Patty, and I took in September, 2017 

(“Montana or Bust-Trial by Fire”, American Motorcyclist, 10/18 issue). 

So, in early 2018, I quietly started laying plans to hand the reins of  the K1200R over to 

Eric later that year. And what more natural way of  doing so than by a long-distance trip from 

Kansas City to his home in Lynden, WA, Eric riding the “K” and me on the Harley. 

Unfortunately, God had other plans for us both that year and the trip was postponed until 

2019, which happened to more appropriately align with Eric’s 40th birthday. What a great 

birthday present! 

We finally locked in the dates of  July 18th ~ July 28th, 2019, started assembling necessary 

gear and planning reasonable destinations for each night of  the ride. 

By the 1st of  July, all our plans were formalized and we were in the middle of  the final 

countdown. Eric was to arrive late Wednesday evening, July 17th, via non-stop flight from Seattle 
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with his helmet and the seat bag I had previously shipped him, pre-packed and ready to saddle 

up on the 18th. All other gear had been shipped to my house awaiting his arrival. 

Once again, though, God had one more curve ball to hurl our way. Eric was suddenly 

advised he may be sent out on an urgent, month-long assignment just before the start of  our ride 

and spent the better part of  his weekend prior to our trip working through the mixup and getting 

final approval for his vacation one last time. 

July 17th finally arrived and Eric landed in Kansas City that night, immediately putting 

into motion his preparations for our next day departure. On the other hand, I had been packing 

and prepping for the last week, so was able to help get us both off  as scheduled. 

Setting out mid-afternoon on the 18th, we headed north from Kansas City to and across 

South Dakota, into Wyoming, up through Montana, Northern Idaho and across Washington 

State, arriving at Eric’s home on July 23rd. Along the way we visited the Corn Palace, The 

Badlands, Wall Drug, Mt. Rushmore and Deadwood, rode Spearfish Canyon and the Beartooth 

Pass into Yellowstone National Park while Big Horn Sheep and Bison crossed our paths. We 

stayed with my older brother, David, and his family in Livingston, MT, circumnavigated Coeur 

d’Alene Lake in Idaho and rode State Hwy 20 over the Cascades of  Washington State. We ate 

pizza and Elk, eggs and pastrami, cake and more pizza. Though we planned and packed to camp 

out each night, we instead enjoyed the luxury of  hot showers and clean sheets. All-in-all, a darn 

good run covering just over 2,200 miles in 5 1/2 days.  

 

kcbmwmc  newsletter October 2019



Yet, when I awoke that Wednesday morning, July 24th, after a lovely evening with my son 

and his family, I was gripped by a level of  anxiety I hadn’t expected. How could I just turn 

around and head home without spending some quality time with my 5-year-old grandson, 

Brayden, whom I hadn’t seen in over a year?  They grow so darn fast! In a last minute decision, 

my return home to Kansas City would have to be delayed by a day. So, while Alicia went to work, 

Eric, Brayden and I painted Bellingham red, stopping for lunch at Sonic, spending an hour at the 

trampoline park and finally dropping by the local BMW shop in Ferndale, WA, to ogle some 

newer hardware. 

After a great home-cooked dinner and an added night’s rest at their home, I left Eric and 

his little family with their newly acquired 2006 BMW K1200R Thursday morning, July 25th, 

around 8:00 AM and headed back towards Kansas City. My original plan was to follow a more 

southerly route through Utah, Colorado and Kansas, but, due to the extra day with family, I was 

forced to retrace our original route, the shortest possible distance home, only switching up State 

Hwy 20 for US Hwy 2 across central Washington State to further speed my return. 

This change in my routing also allowed me one more chance to spend time with my brother 

David and family and an opportunity to attend one of  his many art showings in downtown 

Livingston as well as a local rodeo outside of  town that Friday evening. 

Having to account for one lost day of  riding earlier in the week, I needed to make up 400 

miles in my bid to arrive home at anything approaching a reasonable hour on Sunday. Departing 

bright and early from my brother’s home Saturday morning, July 27th, I pushed through from 

Livingston, MT, all the way to Sioux Falls, SD, right at 800 miles that day. This allowed me a 

leisurely 374 mile ride home on Sunday, the 28th, pulling up to the garage at 2:15 PM, as 

planned; total round trip, 4,300 miles and change. 

I must admit, since my return home my heart has occasionally been wrapped in 

melancholy. Melancholy for the fact our momentous ride, “Eric & Dad’s Big Adventure” as it 

grew to be called, was over. Melancholy for the distance between my son, his family and my life 

in Kansas City. And melancholy, certainly, for leaving such a good friend as my BMW K1200R 

behind, though I have every confidence that those reins are in capable and caring hands. 

Keep the rubber side down, my boy, and Happy 40th Birthday! 
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A Big Thank You for the Helping Hands
By Bruce Weber

           I would like to give a big thanks to Gene Ray for going over and above to 
help out Thomas Domek at the Falling Leaf Rally.
 
            Saturday Tom had been noticing the brake issue warning light coming on but 
could not find any reason for this.  After the awards ceremony he went to fill up with fuel 
so we could leave early Sunday.  On the way back from the gas station at the main 
street stop sign, brake fluid sprayed of a front brake line, out hitting the exhaust pipe.  
It’s a smell Tom recognized in an instant.  Further investigation back at the rally site 
revealed there was a hole above where the brake line splits going down to both front 
calipers.  Being an integrated braking system there was no fix without parts.

            Saturday evening at around 7 is always a great time to figure out how to get 
your broken down motorcycle home!  After asking around about any space on a trailer; 
Gene Ray offered to help, if he could get 2 bikes in his trailer.  Gene was already taking 
a GS home for a friend of his (final drive failure), offered for Tom his GS to ride back to 
KC and put Toms bike in the trailer.  It was a very tight fit but Gene’s trailer will hold 2 
bikes. 

            We got back to KC around 3:00 pm and took my truck and trailer to meet at 
Gene’s house for the bike swap.  Things went smooth and Tom’s bike was in my garage 
awaiting repair parts.

            Tom took my car and drove to Ames, Iowa Monday morning to get the tools for 
his contract job in the KC area and parts off another R1150RT he has.  Tuesday 
morning Tom was back working his contract job during the day while bike fixing in the 
evenings.  Things were all better by the next weekend and we had a good time at Blip 
Sunday meetup before Tom headed back home Monday.   
 
            Thanks Gene Ray!!
Bruce Weber
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KC BMW MC Night at the Kansas City Mavericks!
Come watch the Kansas City Mavericks play the Ft. Wayne Komets on Saturday, 
December 7th, 2019 with fellow members and friends.  Tickets are just $24 per person.  
Don't understand hockey?  Come to the game and ask your questions from those 
around you!.  A good time will be had by all! 

On top of a great game, it's also Marvel Night and Teddy Bear Toss Night!  Marvel 
characters will be wandering the halls and the Mavs will be in Spiderman jerseys.  
Teddy Bears tossed onto the ice will be donated to local hospitals and law enforcement.  

Doors open at 6:00pm and the game starts at 7:05pm at Silverstein Eye Arena (I-470 & 
I-70) where parking is free.  We have 20 seats reserved in the same area we had last 
year.   

To reserve your seat, contact me either at 816-916-8126, TPMBCA@aol.com, or at the 
October Membership Meeting.  I will be handing the tickets out at the November 25th 
Membership Meeting so the deadline is Sunday, November 24th.  Those not picked will 
be at "Will Call" at the arena. 

Terry Collins 

Happenings: 
October 28, 6:30 pm   Monthly Membership Meeting  Pegahs at 87th and Quivira 
* Featuring Highlights of Bob Rippy’s Alaska Ride and electing our 2020 Rally Chair! 

December 7, 6:00 pm KCBMWMC Hockey Night at the KC Mavericks 
* Silverstein Eye Centers Arena · Independence, MO. 
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2019 Officers    Contact Email  
Bill Brown, President  President@kcbmwmc.com 
Dave Brown, Vice President  Vicepresident@kcbmwmc.com 
Sherill Hare, Secretary  Secretary@kcbmwmc.com  
Terry Collins, Treasurer  Treasurer@kcbmwmc.com 
Don Hamblin, Newsletter Editor  Editor@kcbmwmc.com 
Vacant, Rally Chair   Rally@kcbmwmc.com 
Vacant, Director 
Paula Hamblin, Director  director2@kcbmwmc.com  
Darren Marshall, Director  director3@kcbmwmc.com 
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Bruce Weber’s Saturday ride from the Falling Leaf 
Rally
Ride to wisdom mill for lunch we picked up in Bixby

Left to right
Rod Jacobson
Moe....
Regina Zeigenbein
Wayne Jacobson
Lori Zeigenbein 

Lori rode in my sidecar due to a cracked ankle bone.
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Sep 19

19 October 2019: Original Version

INCOME STATEMENT
Income

Member Dues $15.00
Total Income: $15.00

Expenses
Member Dues (PayPal Fees) -0.74
Administrative -15.00
     BMW MOA Annual Charter: $15.00
Annual Picnic -96.82

Total Expenses: -$112.56

Net Income -$97.56

BALANCE SHEET August 31, 2019 September 30, 2019
Assets

Checking Account (Bank Balance) $10,525.76 $10,416.95
Accounts Receivable (PayPal Deposit) $0.00 $0.00 ?

Total Assets $10,525.76 $10,416.95

Liabilities
Accounts Outstanding Checks $914.38 $903.13

Jim Doyle for Kern Racing (#1384) $200.00 $200.00
GS Giants (#1387) $500.00 $500.00
Salvation Army of Atchison (#1412) $203.13 $203.13
Karen Mans (State Registration) $11.25 $0.00

Accounts Payable $0.00 $0.00

Total Liabilities $914.38 $903.13

Equity
Beginning Checking Account Balance $9,681.73 $9,611.38
Net Income -$70.35 -$97.56
Ending Checking Account Balance $9,611.38 $9,513.82
Accounts Receivable $0.00 $0.00
Accounts Payable $0.00 $0.00
Available Funds $9,611.38 $9,513.82

Total Equities (Available Funds) $9,611.38 $9,513.82

Total Liabilities and Equity $10,525.76 $10,416.95

KC BMW MC September 2019 Treasurer's Report
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