
AICE American History-9389 

 (11th Grade): 
 

 
Assignment 1:  
Work must be: Neatly hand written and headed with Name, Date, and Student ID number 
 

1. Print out a copy of the United States Map. Label and study the States, Capitals, major 
geographic features and the names given to each geographic region.  
Blank Map: https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/united_states/usa_blank2.jpg  
 You will have a test on Day 1.  

2. Download a copy of the 2020 History 9389 AS Level Syllabus, and print out a copy for yourself. 
(Link: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-
international-as-and-a-level-history-9389/ )  

a. AS syllabus can be found on the following pages: 
b. Paper 1: American Option: The Origins of the Civil War, 1846-1861 pages 11. 
c. Paper 2: American Option: The History of the USA, 1840-1941 pages 14-15. 

3. Looking at page 14, “The Expansion of US power from 1840’s to 1930’s” section, Rewrite the 4 
key Questions/Key Content points in YOUR OWN words. What is the question “really” asking 
you TO DO, is it just a list of facts or is it asking you to analyze cause and effect? Think of all the 
possible questions you may be asked. 

Example: Why, and with what consequences, did the USA expand its power in North America from 
the 1840s to the 1890s?  

Why did (caused) the USA need/want to expand its power? What motivated the USA to expand 
its power? Where was the USA able to physically expand? From whom did the US acquire land 
from? What laws/wars/purchases/treaties allowed the USA to acquire land? Did the USA have 
any consequences related to their expansion of land? How is the concept of Manifest Destiny 
related to expansion of power? Why and with consequence did the USA get into the Mexican-
American War in 1846- 1848? Why did the USA purchase Alaska in 1867? What were the 
consequences of the purchase of Alaska in 1867? 

4. Research President James Monroe. He issued what would later be known as the Monroe 
Doctrine, what was it? When was it issued? Why was its purposed? 
Next, Give 3 Examples of how the Monroe Doctrine was used in the Western Hemisphere 
during the period from 1840-1930. 
 

 MAX SCORE COMMENT 

USA Map printed out and properly labeled.  5   

Printed 2020 History 9389 AS Level Syllabus 5   

4 key Questions/Key Content points in YOUR OWN words & student 

created questions.  

20   

Research President James Monroe, questions correctly answered 10   

3 Examples of how the Monroe Doctrine was used in the Western 

Hemisphere during the period from 1840-1930 

15   

TOTAL SCORE  

A=55-51  B=50-46  C=45-40 D=39-31  F=30-0 

55   
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https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-international-as-and-a-level-history-9389/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-international-as-and-a-level-history-9389/


Assignment 2: A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn 
NOTE: These chapters are available on at 
www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html  
 
Work must be: Neatly hand written and headed with Name, Date, and Student ID number 

• Read Chapters 1-6 (pages 1-124). As you read, answer the following questions. 

• Be prepared for an assessment on this assignment for the first day of school. 
  
Chapter 1:  
 

1. How does the story of Columbus illustrate that the purpose of history is ideological? 
 

2. What does Zinn mean when he refers to: “the excuse of progress”? 
 

3. What is Zinn’s purpose for writing about history? 
 

Chapter 2 
 

1. Why were the early Virginians in such desperate need for labor? 
 

2. Why were Africans enslaved and sent to the Americas? Why not enslave the Indians or 
other whites? 

 

3. How did African slaves resist their enslavement? 
 

Chapter 3 
 

1. What was the policy of indentured servitude? 
 

2. Did Europeans sign indentures because of “choice” or because of “historical circumstance”? 
 

3. What happened to indentured servants once they became free? 
 

4. Why did Bacon’s rebellion create so much fear among the colonial elites? 
 

Chapter 4 
 

1. Which groups of people are omitted by the Declaration of Independence? 
 

2. Why were the leaders of the American Revolution so afraid of mass demonstrations that 
were anti-British? 

 

Chapter 5 
 

1. During the American Revolution, on whose side did the Native Americans fight? Why? 
 

2. To what extent was the American Revolution supported by the common people of the 
thirteen colonies? 

 

3. What happened to confiscated Loyalist property after the Revolution? How does this 
information support Zinn arguments? 
 

4. Why is chapter 5 called: “A Kind of Revolution”? 
 

Chapter 6 
 

1. Describe two roles that women were expected to play in early America. 
 

2. What does Zinn mean by “the Cult of Womanhood”? 
 

3. To what extent did the Industrial Revolution change the role of women in America? 
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