
L o v e  I n  t h e  N a m e  o f  C h r i s t  o f  S o u t h  W o o d  C o u n t y

Have you ever had the feeling you would like to be useful and 
volunteer somewhere, but didn’t know where or how? Add in 
the complications of the Covid pandemic and you have a 
situation. Kelly Miller was just that person when she felt the 
nudging to get involved in the community…and she ‘just 
happened’ upon something online about Love INC. The beginning 
of her volunteer efforts started here.

Kelly grew up in Port Edwards and then moved to the Fox Valley area for a number of years,
but her heart was still in central Wisconsin. “Family is everything to me”, says Kelly, and
having siblings, a mother, and nieces and nephews close by means so much to her. Having
family support, especially during the past few years, has been a blessing for Kelly. 

Kelly started volunteering at Love INC and was mentored by Wendy, the previous Volunteer
Coordinator. “She had me doing all kinds of stuff”, laughed Kelly, “but data entry is my
favorite thing to do.” Not long after she started volunteering a position became available;
there was a need for a volunteer to input data from 2018 forward. Kelly was willing and
happy to step in and get it done. A past job Kelly held was doing data entry for a financial
institution. “It feels really good to have something so easy for me to do that is so helpful
here.”  Kelly now tracks volunteers, clients, donations, and Connection Center information.
Through the tracking she does, Kelly sees connections made between churches or local
agencies and the person in need, and sometimes through personal contact. She recalls a time
someone called the Connection Center wanting to donate an item, and a few hours later an
individual called in need of the very same item! Kelly says seeing the helping in action ‘is
good for my heart’!

When Kelly was asked how her time spent at Love INC has impacted her life, she said that it
makes her feel good to be at Love INC, but it has especially opened her eyes to how much
need there is in our own community. Coming from a larger community you expect to see it,
but she was surprised at how much homelessness and need there is in our area as well. 
Kelly is the perfect example of using the talents God has given her. Little did she know that
her love of data entry would lead to an opportunity to help others, and the feeling of
fulfillment that comes with it! 

Love INC has many opportunities for you to use whatever talent or gift you have been
blessed with. Call Jan Fisher, our Volunteer Coordinator, at 715.818.5928 to see where you
could fit in.
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JULY STATS

Financial - 10
Material Needs - 9
Services - 10

CONNECTION CENTER:

Number of people
requestiong help: 25

Total number of
requests: 29

Four new volunteers
added
Two LOVE INC
informational
sessions delivered
Volunteers ready to
serve - 142
Volunteers served in
July - 61
Total volunteer
hours served - 519

VOLUNTEERS:

Kelly Miller,

Volunteer
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This new Love INC of South Wood
County Gap Ministry offers
backpacks, snacks, personal care
items, and encouragement to those
leaving the Wood County Jail. Our
goal is for each backpack to be a
tangible item offering hope for the
future and showing individuals they
are loved, cared for, and supported
as they navigate life outside of the jail
walls.

We are thankful to a number of our
volunteers who recently donated
enough items to prepare backpacks
for delivery to Wood County Jail in
August. We are also grateful to have
September through December
covered by First Baptist, Evangelical
Free, Port Edward United Methodist,
and the combined efforts of VBS
groups from St. Lukes, Immanuel
Luthern and Trinity churches. 

If your church or group would like to
adopt a month in 2022, please
contact our Volunteer Coordinator,
Jan, at 715.818.5928 for additional
information. 

Our role at Love INC of South Wood County is to help churches
distribute their skills, gifts, resources, and love to our community –
In the Name of Christ. Volunteers from our Partner Churches walk
alongside individuals whose most basic need is for someone to love
them and to ultimately share Christ with them.

This month we feature Immanuel Lutheran Church. Their mission is:
Share the love of Jesus, Grow in Faith, Serve Community.  Margie
LaBarge, member of Immanuel Lutheran and Ambassador to Love
INC of SWC says, "The services available to our community through
Love INC of SWC reinforce our (congregations) vision to become a
joy-filled, Christ-centered family, equipped, encouraged, and
empowered to do acts of love throughout our community. We can
help meet the needs of our community members through a vetted,
consistent process of assessment and intervention."

Margie also stated, "Each church has its own ministries and
community services. Together, we are greater than the sum of our
individual services. The use of the Redemptive Compassion
paradigm helps to empower those in need and disrupt a negative
cycle that perpetuates their current situation. We are helping those
in need, especially those lacking resources."

We are thankful and blessed to work with 16 Partner Churches who
are all making a difference within our community!

Immanuel Lutheran Church sponsors Ruby's Pantry drive-thru food distribution in 
Wisconsin Rapids on the third Saturday of each month. 

of South Wood County
 

PARTNER CHURCHES

L V E  I N C
Bethlehem Lutheran
Christian Life Fellowship
Crossview
Faith Reformed
First Baptist
Grace Lutheran
Immanuel Lutheran
Lake Areas Christian Fellowship

Light of Christ
Port Edwards United Methodist

River Cities Christian
St. Luke's Lutheran

Saint Lawrence Catholic
Victory Christian

Wisconsin Rapids United Methodist
Woodland Lutheran

710 20th Avenue South
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Backpack 
Ministry

https://www.facebook.com/loveincswc

