
BULLETIN INSERT
Sabbath: Celebrate
September 4th, 2022

PRELUDE                             Standing in the Need of Prayer           arr. Anthony Giamanco

GATHERING HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation,  ELW #679

FIRST READING - Leviticus 25:1-24
This chapter deals with the sabbatical year and the jubilee year. These were to be periods of release,
allowing the land to lie fallow (go unplanted) every seventh year and allowing for a return of all property
(land) to the original owner or owner’s family every fiftieth year.

The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2“Speak to the Israelites and say to them:
When you enter the land that I am giving you, the land shall observe a Sabbath for the Lord.
3Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in
their yield, 4but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of complete rest for the land, a
Sabbath for the Lord: you shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5You shall not reap
the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your unpruned vine: it shall be a year of
complete rest for the land. 6You may eat what the land yields during its Sabbath—you, your
male and female slaves, your hired and your bound laborers who live with you, 7for your
livestock also, and for the wild animals in your land all its yield shall be for food.

8“You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the period of seven
weeks of years gives forty-nine years. 9Then you shall have the trumpet sounded loud; on the
tenth day of the seventh month—on the Day of Atonement—you shall have the trumpet
sounded throughout all your land. 10And you shall hallow the fiftieth year, and you shall
proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you: you shall
return, every one of you, to your property and every one of you to your family. 11That fiftieth
year shall be a Jubilee for you: you shall not sow or reap the aftergrowth or harvest the
unpruned vines. 12For it is a Jubilee; it shall be holy to you: you shall eat only what the field
itself produces.

13“In this year of Jubilee you shall return, every one of you, to your property. 14When you make a
sale to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor, you shall not cheat one another. 15When you
buy from your neighbor, you shall pay only for the number of years until the Jubilee; the seller
shall charge you only for the remaining crop years. 16If the years are more, you shall increase the
price, and if the years are fewer, you shall diminish the price, for it is a certain number of
harvests that are being sold to you. 17You shall not cheat one another, but you shall fear your
God, for I am the Lord your God.
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18“You shall observe my statutes and faithfully keep my ordinances, so that you may live on the
land securely. 19The land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live on it securely.
20Should you ask, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if we may not sow or gather in our
crop?’ 21I will order my blessing for you in the sixth year, so that it will yield a crop for three
years. 22When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating from the old crop; until the ninth
year, when its produce comes in, you shall eat the old. 23The land shall not be sold in perpetuity,
for the land is mine; with me you are but aliens and tenants. 24Throughout the land that you
hold, you shall provide for the redemption of the land.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Selections from Psalm 136
L: Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.
C: Give thanks to the God of gods, for God’s mercy endures forever.
L: who by wisdom made the heavens, for God’s mercy endures forever;
C: who brought out Israel through the sea for God’s mercy endures forever;
L: who led the people through the wilderness, for God’s mercy endures forever;
C: who gives food to all creatures, for God’s mercy endures forever.
L: Give thanks to the God of heaven, for God’s mercy endures forever.

GOSPEL READING - Luke 15:11-14, 17-32
Grace is ours, a gift from God not because we’ve proven ourselves worthy, but because God is love. If the
rules of this world are off the table, if we cannot assess our value and our standing by how productive,
successful or good we are, the remaining grace invites us to simply abide in the love that claims us.

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the wealth that will belong to me.’ So he divided his assets between
them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant region,
and there he squandered his wealth in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that region, and he began to be in need.

17[When the son] came to his senses he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran
and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his
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finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate,
24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to
celebrate.

25“Now his elder son was in the field, and as he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf because he has got him back
safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to
plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working
like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command, yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came
back, who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had
to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost
and has been found.’ ”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY Now We Join in Celebration,  ELW #462

COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love,  ELW #487

SENDING HYMN                Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow,  ELW #885

POSTLUDE                            When There is Above All Others     arr.  Robert Wetzler

Announcements for the week of 9/4/22
1. God’s Work, Our Hands will be celebrated on Sept. 11th. We will have a special worship

service and then have opportunities to be in service in the world.
a. Care Kits for those in need - Kathy and Dave Endorf coordinating
b. First Responder Comfort Kits - Laurie Brown coordinating
c. Feed My Starving Children pack - Randy Henning coordinating

2. Tuesday Bible Study is exploring the ELCA Social Statements. Beginning on 9/13, we
will switch to a unit on Genesis. Join us at 10am in person or 7pm via Zoom. Social
Statement discussions will continue on Sundays following worship.

3. Collections continue for the Saint Louis Diaper Bank. We thank you in advance for your
donations of diapers, pullups and cash.

4. The Ladies Lunch Bunch meets at Cracker Barrel on New Halls Ferry 9/8 at 11:30.  If you
plan to attend, please let Judy Holmes know at 314-355-1125 or mickey.holmes@att.net.

5. If you have a prayer request to share, please email lclc2725@gmail.com or call the office
at 314-839-0466.
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6. 50 +  Enjoy a scenic drive up the river road to Pere Marquette Lodge for lunch on
Wednesday, September 21. We will be ordering off the menu in the restaurant dining
room at the Lodge. The sign-up sheet for lunch and car pool will be posted on the
bulletin board. Hope to see you there!

Worship Leadership

September 4, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

September 11, 2022 God’s Work Our
Hands
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

This Week at Living Christ

Monday 9/5: 5pm Noble Guard Martial
Arts Class (LL)

Tuesday 9/6: 10am Bible Study (UL); 11am
Exercise (LL); 7pm Bible Study (Zoom)

Wednesday 9/7: 6:30pm Girl Scouts (LL)

Thursday 9/8: 11am Exercise (LL); 11:30am
Lunch Bunch (offsite);

Friday 9/9:

Saturday 9/10: 5:30pm Noble Guard
Martial Arts Class (LL)

Sunday 9/11: 8am Vocal Choir (UL);
9:15am Worship; 10:30am Service Projects

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:15am………………………………………………………………………………………..Worship

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor……………………………………………………………………The Rev. Melissa Woeppel
Pianist………………………………………………………………………………………..Greg Ott
Choir Director and Organist…………………………………………………………...David Eggers
Secretary…………………………………………………………………………………Cynthia Swan

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ Office: 314-839-0466; lclc2725@gmail.com
Pastor Melissa: pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com
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