
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday
Sept. 11, 2022

9:15am - Hybrid Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
2725 Concord Dr, Florissant, MO 63033
Find us online: www.lc-livingchrist.org

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and
love our neighbor. We gather for worship and service to witness to the work of God
among us. Our acts of service allow us to explore one of our most basic Lutheran

convictions: All of life in Jesus Christ — every act of service, in every daily calling, in
every corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. We

join God as partners for the work of restoration and reconciliation, loving our neighbors
and making our community a better place.

http://www.lc-livingchrist.org


Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Welcome! If you came as a guest today, we hope you leave as a friend. May this worship
service surround you with the love of God through Christ and fill you with the Holy Spirit.

Invitation to Communion: We welcome all to commune at LCLC. It is not our table, nor this
congregation’s table, nor our denomination’s table. It is the table of Jesus Christ. By his
invitation there is a place for everyone. We believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine
that forgives sin, nourishes faith, and calls us to be witnesses to the gospel.

Notes about our worship service: In addition to this paper bulletin, you may also follow
along with the service by looking at the screen in the front of the sanctuary.

Guidance is printed in italics throughout. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding
minister; “L” indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate
speaking parts of the whole congregation. We use ELW Setting 4 for liturgical music.

Please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE Earth & All Stars        by Michael Burkhardt

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: What is the world like when God’s work is done?
C: Those held captive are set free.
P: What is the world like when God’s work is done?
C: The hungry are filled with good things.
P: What is the world like when God’s work is done?
C: The downtrodden are lifted up.

P: God’s work is done in this place
C: when we honor the image of God in all people.
P: God’s work is done in this place
C: when we live out justice, righteousness, and mercy.
P: God’s work is done in this place
C: when we follow Christ’s self-giving love.
P: Through the power of the liberating Spirit, may it be so.
C: Amen
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GATHERING HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands, ACS #1000
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Lover of justice and equity, you call us to support and help those who suffer, and to honor
all people. Make us advocates for your justice and instruments of your peace, that all may be
reconciled in your beloved community. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING - Exodus 32:7-14
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s
reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God
that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them.

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it
and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are.
10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them;
and of you I will make a great nation.”
 11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with
a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them
out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying
to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I
have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the
Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM - Psalm 51:1-10
L: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
C: Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
  and cleanse me from my sin.
L: For I know my offenses,
  and my sin is ever before me.
C: Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
L: Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
  a sinner from my mother’s womb.
C: Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
  and would have me know wisdom deep within.
L: Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
C: Let me hear joy and gladness;
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.
L: Hide your face from my sins,
  and blot out all my wickedness.
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God,
  and renew a right spirit within me.

SECOND READING - 1 Timothy 1:12-17
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice especially
intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is
cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making
me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. (ELW Setting #4)

GOSPEL READING - Luke 15:1-10
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners
repenting. There is great joy in reconciliation, in being found, in sharing in the love of God.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until
he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON
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The assembly is invited to stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY   Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound, ELW #779

APOSTLES’ CREED
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy: for the church; for the well-being of creation; for peace
& justice; for the poor, oppressed, suffering, & sick; for the congregation & other concerns.

Trusting God at work in and among us, we raise our hearts and voices in prayer for the needs
of the world.

For your work in the church, we give thanks. Plant and tend relationships among faith
communities, that in faithful listening, speech, and action, our hands work to bear fruit for
the sake of all in need. God of grace, hear us when we call.

For your work in creation, we give thanks. Sustain peoples and places affected by climate
change, ecological devastation, and natural disasters. Prosper the work of creation-care
ministries locally and globally, that with our minds and hearts opened, our hands work to
lovingly care for the earth. God of life, hear us when we call.

For your work among the nations, we give thanks. Direct leaders in paths of honest service,
that both their words and actions are carried out on behalf of those whom they serve. God of
righteousness, hear us when we call.

For your work in places of need, we give thanks. Sustain all who are wearied by
unemployment or lack of adequate food or housing, that we advocate for relief and just
policy. Bring healing to all who are sick through the skillful hands and compassionate hearts
of physicians, nurses, therapists, and caregivers. (We pray especially for those in need...) God of
restoration, hear us when we call.

For your work in our neighborhoods, towns, and cities, we give thanks. Guide our common
life together so that children, youth, and adults of all ages flourish. Teach us to listen
attentively to our neighbors, that any new endeavors consider those who may be left out or
under served. God of wisdom, hear us when we call.

For your work in this worshiping community, we give thanks. Bless the service projects of
this day and throughout the year. Foster deeper connections among those who serve and a
spirit of accompaniment as we work alongside those in our community. Strengthen our faith,
that we trust God moving in and among us. God of love, hear us when we call.

For your work among those who came before us, we give thanks. We remember those who
have died and are held forever in your loving hands (especially). Hold us in your presence
now and always. God of heaven and earth, hear us when we call.

Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God. We pray in the name of Jesus and by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.

DEDICATION OF NEW VESTMENTS
P: Siblings in Christ, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we set apart
these chasubles to the glory of God. We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe,
for you have enriched our lives with every good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to
show your splendor to our children; and you have invited us to praise you with lives of love,
justice, and joy.

L: Send your blessing on these vestments, which we set apart today. We give thanks for those
who gave financially. May those who wear the chasubles serve you in humility, and may all
your people worship you through acts of mercy, compassion, and love.
C: Amen.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together through prayer and financial support. Tithes and offerings can
be dropped off in the narthex, mailed, sent through the bank or our online giving platform.

P: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who
sets a table for all.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY (ELW Setting #4)

It       is       right              to   give  God  thanks   and    praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: All who hunger and thirst, come. Eat and be fed. The body and blood of Christ given and
shed for you. C: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
Time is given for the sharing of bread and wine. Verbal directions will be given, based on the current
safety recommendations. However communion is given and received, we trust Jesus is present in the
bread and cup we share as a gathered community.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lord Whose Love in Humble Service, ELW #712

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence strengthen us and give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.

AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION
P: Siblings in Christ, both our work and our rest are in God. Will you endeavor to pattern
your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude to God and in service to others, at morning
and evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life?
C: We will, and we ask God to help us.

P: By the power of the Spirit we have been knit into the one body of Jesus Christ. God give us
courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to
the world and of service to others.
C: Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING FOR MISSION
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.
We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth
in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us.
Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts
in the service of others, and especially of those in need.

P: Bless those who go out from here to assemble and share care kits with those in need.
C: Bless those who receive them and the fruits of their labor,

P: May the gifts they use and share be signs of your love to all people.
C: Bless those who go out from here to create comfort kits for first responders.

P: May those who receive it be nourished and strengthened,
C: and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people.

P: Bless the many meals that will be prepared through the Feed My Starving Children pack.
C: May those who receive them be cared for and filled,

P: and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people.

P: To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN God, Bless the Hands, ACS #1022

DEDICATION OF MISSION AND PURPOSE STATEMENT
At the direction of the presiding minister, the assembly makes its way to the narthex to dedicate the
mission and purpose statement that is newly framed and hung.

P: Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in Christ’s mission
to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us.

L: Send your Holy Spirit upon us to guide us as we seek your will for the mission
opportunity that is before us. Help us to be honest about the challenges and creative in
meeting them. Draw us into a unity of purpose, and grant us energy and grace to carry out
the work of the gospel; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Love God and neighbor. C: Thanks be to God!
The assembly departs for God’s service in the world.
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God’s Work, Our Hands Service Projects:

● Care Kits for those in need; Coordinator - Kathy and Dave Endorf
○ All materials provided. Packing together following worship.

● Comfort Kits for First Responders; Coordinator - Laurie Brown
○ Collecting donations to include non-perishable items such as granola bars, candy bars,

fruit cups, small bags of chips, trail mix, peanuts.
○ Packing together following worship

● Volunteer with the Feed the Need (FMSC) pack; Coordinator - Randy Henning
○ September 8 - 11, at Kennedy Recreational Center

Announcements for the week of 9/11/22

1. Tuesday Bible Study - This fall, Pr. Melissa Woeppel and Pr. Kristen Koch will lead a
conference wide Bible study on Genesis at 7pm via Zoom on Tuesdays, beginning
Sept. 13th. We will use our usual Tuesday Bible Study link. Additionally, Pr. Melissa
will present the same material for an in-person study on Tuesdays at 10am. Over the
course of the study we will explore: The First Sin; Cain and Abel; The Great Flood; Call
of Abram; Ishmael and Hagar; Jacob Wrestles; and Joseph.

2. Fall Conference Gathering - What does it mean to be the church today, and to keep
the central things central while adjusting to new landscape of our society? The Eastern
Missouri Conference Gathering will be Sept. 18th, 3-6pm at Holy Cross, Creve Coeur.
All are invited to attend, lay and rostered alike. Sign up on the bulletin board if you
plan to attend so a rough headcount can be provided.

3. Adult Forum on 9/18 - After worship, Pastor Melissa will share about her time at
Churchwide Assembly in August and will give a summary of major action taken.

4. 50+ News - On September 21 @ 12pm, enjoy a scenic drive up the river road to Pere
Marquette Lodge for lunch. The sign-up sheet for lunch and carpool will be posted on
the bulletin board.

5. Exercise Class - Classes have resumed and meet at 11am on Tuesdays and Thursdays
in the lower level. See Bill Kaeppel.

6. Outreach - Collections continue for the Saint Louis Diaper Bank. We thank you in
advance for your donations of diapers, pullups and cash.

7. Prayer - If you have a prayer request to share, please email  lclc2725@gmail.com or call
the office at 314-839-0466.

8. Fifty Plus News: The signup sheet for the Pere Marquette luncheon on Wednesday,
September 21 at noon is now posted.  If there are more than 20 people signed up, the
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lunch will be served family style, including fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy,
coleslaw, vegetable of the day, warm rolls, pie, and drink.  The cost per person is $19
and includes gratuity.

Worship Leadership

September 11, 2022 God’s Work Our
Hands
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

September 18, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Glenn & Jann Mueller
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

This Week at Living Christ

Monday 9/12: 5pm Noble Guard Martial
Arts Class (LL); 7pm Council (Zoom)

Tuesday 9/13: 10am Bible Study (UL);
11am Exercise (LL); 6:30/7pm HOA
Meetings (UL & LL); 7pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

Wednesday 9/14:

Thursday 9/15: 11am Exercise (LL);
6:30pm NCOTC (LL)

Friday 9/16:

Saturday 9/17: 1pm Private Party (LL);
5:30pm Noble Guard Martial Arts Class
(LL)

Sunday 9/18: 8am Vocal Choir (UL);
9:15am Worship; 10:30am CWA
Presentation; 3pm EMC Gathering (Holy
Cross, Creve Coeur)

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:15am………………………………………………………………………………………..Worship
10:30am………………………………………………………………………………Faith Formation

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor……………………………………………………………………The Rev. Melissa Woeppel
Pianist………………………………………………………………………………………..Greg Ott
Choir Director and Organist…………………………………………………………...David Eggers
Secretary…………………………………………………………………………………Cynthia Swan

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Office: 314-839-0466; lclc2725@gmail.com

Pastor Melissa: pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com
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