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Discipleship implies discipline, for there are real implications when we choose to follow the way of
Christ. Discipleship does not guarantee a life free of hardship or suffering, and yet there is joy inherent
in pursuing a life of faith. Through unlikely means and surprising characters, God’s redemption, grace,

and abundant life are made known. In the best Lutheran theology, the gift of grace frees us to be
disciples in a new way, shortcomings and all. With God’s law written on our hearts, we can dare to

take up the call to serve our neighbor on the basis of love.

Discipleship is a serious calling but also a joyful one. What are we waiting for?

http://www.lc-livingchrist.org


Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Welcome! If you came as a guest today, we hope you leave as a friend. May this worship
service surround you with the love of God through Christ and fill you with the Holy Spirit.

Invitation to Communion: We welcome all to commune at LCLC. It is not our table, nor this
congregation’s table, nor our denomination’s table. It is the table of Jesus Christ. By his
invitation there is a place for everyone. We believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine
that forgives sin, nourishes faith, and calls us to be witnesses to the gospel.

Notes about our worship service: In order to be better stewards of our resources, we use a
seasonal bulletin that will be reused Sunday to Sunday. A weekly insert will contain readings
and hymns for the specific day. You are welcome to take the insert home with you. You may
also follow along with the service by looking at the screen in the front of the sanctuary.

Guidance is printed in italics throughout. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding
minister; “L” indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate
speaking parts of the whole congregation. We use ELW Setting 4 for liturgical music.

Please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE (see insert)

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.
C: Amen.

P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God of mercy and forgiveness,
C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have
failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
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P: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN (see insert)

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING (see insert)

ANTHEM (see insert)

PSALM (see insert)
The psalm is read responsively by verse.

SECOND READING (see insert)

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL READING (see insert)
Following the reading the assembly is seated.
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SERMON

The assembly is invited to stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY (see insert)

APOSTLES’ CREED
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy: for the church; for the well-being of creation; for peace
& justice; for the poor, oppressed, suffering, & sick; for the congregation & other concerns.

Response to each petition:
L:  God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
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OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together through prayer and financial support. Tithes and offerings can
be dropped off in the narthex, mailed, sent through the bank or our online giving platform.

P: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who
sets a table for all.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

It       is       right              to   give  God  thanks   and    praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth, the hosts of heaven and all creation,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
Time is given for the sharing of bread and wine. Verbal directions will be given, based on the current
safety recommendations. However communion is given and received, we trust Jesus is present in the
bread and cup we share as a gathered community.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (see insert)

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared feast between us,
strengthen us and give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see insert)

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Follow the way of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE (see insert)
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