
Pride Sunday

September 25th, 2022

Worship for Congregations in the Eastern Missouri Conference

Find us online: www.emelca.org

Congregations around the Eastern Missouri Conference share this liturgy

today, along with participation in Tower Grove Pride events this weekend.

Today we celebrate the inclusive nature of God’s love and grace. The church

universal often claims that “all are welcome.” The service makes concrete that

affirmation to our LGBTQIA+ siblings. God loves each of us in the fullness of

our being. We celebrate and marvel in the wonder of such an expansive and

diverse humanity and creation.

Additional notes about this service - P: and L: indicate the speaking part of a leader.

C: in bold indicates the speaking of the congregation or gathered assembly. Notes and

directions are printed in italics throughout. Included hymns are from Evangelical Lutheran

Worship (ELW) and All Creation Sings (ACS). Much of this service is compiled from

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Sunday Resources.

http://www.emelca.org


PRELUDE Now             by Carl Schalk

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: God welcomes all,

C: Strangers and friends;

P: God’s love is strong

C: and it never ends.

P: God welcomes each of us,

C: Diverse and beautiful;

P: God’s love is sure,

C: and it is for all.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Giver of Life, in the midst of life exploited by greed and abuse of power.

C: Have mercy on us.

P: Giver of Life, in the midst of life shortened by hate and exclusion.

C: Have mercy on us.

P: Giver of Life, in the midst of life destroyed by war and conflict.

C: Have mercy on us.

P: Giver of Life, in the midst of life groaning for fullness and dignity.

C: Have mercy on us.

P: Giver of Life, you created us all in your image, and we squandered this gift of life. And the

whole humanity and creation lament with us.

C: Have mercy on us.

A moment of silence is held for personal reflection.

P: When God created the whole creation, God saw that it was good. God loved it and

continues to love all.

Go forth as created, known, and loved people, forgiven to bring good news to the poor, to

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,

and to proclaim God’s favor.

C: May the giver of life make all things new

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN Come Beloved of the Maker, ELW #306

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Naming God, you sent your Beloved Child to us to dissolve the binaries between clean and

unclean, holy and unholy, human and divine, saved and unsaved, and even death and life.

Grant that we, following in your Child’s footsteps, may see our whole lives as Scripture, so the

coming of your Kin-dom may be witnessed in the way we love one another beyond binaries.

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Companion and Protector.

C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING - Genesis 1:26-31

At the beginning of God’s creating, we hear about the separation of night and day, land and

water, and even with these categories, things exist in between like marches and dusk. These

binaries aren’t meant to speak to all of reality—they invite us into thinking about everything

between and beyond.
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Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them

have [stewardship] over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and

over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the

earth.”

27
So God created humans in God’s image,

in the image of God, created them;

male and female God created them.

28
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and

subdue it and have [stewardship] over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over

every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
29

God said, “See, I have given you every plant

yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you

shall have them for food.
30

And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every

green plant for food.” And it was so.
31

God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it

was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

L: Word of God, Word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 15

L: Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?

C: Who may abide upon your holy hill?

L: Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,

C: who speak the truth from their heart;

L: they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;

C: they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

L: In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord.

C: They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

L: They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.

C: Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING - Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to Africa after

having been to Jerusalem to worship. After conversation together, the eunuch asks, “What is

to prevent me from being baptized?” Though cultural differences may have stood between

the two, the Ethiopian is baptized by Philip and both go on their way rejoicing and sharing

the good news.

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.)
27

So he got up and went.

Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, the queen of the

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
28

and was
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returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
29

Then the Spirit

said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”
30

So Philip ran up to it and heard him

reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31

He

replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside

him.
32

Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,

and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.

33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.

Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about

himself or about someone else?”
35

Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this

scripture he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.
36

As they were going along the

road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent

me from being baptized?”
38

He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and

the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.
39

When they came up out of

the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more and went

on his way rejoicing.
40

But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the

region he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

L: Word of God, Word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 7
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GOSPEL READING - Luke 4:14-30

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. People are

initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed. Their pleasure turns to rage

when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes beyond human

boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders.

Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread

through all the surrounding region.
15

He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised

by everyone.
16

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the

synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
17

and the scroll of the

prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was

written:

18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed,

19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the

synagogue were fixed on him.
21

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been

fulfilled in your hearing.”
22

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that

came from his mouth. They said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”
23

He said to them, “Doubtless

you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in

your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ”
24

And he said, “Truly

I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown.
25

But the truth is, there were many

widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six

months and there was a severe famine over all the land,
26

yet Elijah was sent to none of them

except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.
27

There were also many with a skin disease in Israel

in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

28
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.

29
They got up, drove him

out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they

might hurl him off the cliff.
30

But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Following the reading the assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
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The assembly is invited to stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY   All Are Welcome, ELW #641
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A QUEER CHRISTIAN CREED by Bp. Brenda Bos, Southwest California Synod

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

C: I believe in God the Creator, who designed all good things,

including people of all gender expressions and sexual orientations.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s perfect Child,

who came to earth to live among us.

Jesus was born into a non-conventional family who adored Him

even when they did not understand Him.

He confounded authorities and comforted the oppressed.

Because He represented the marginalized, He was crucified,

His body mocked by others, died and was buried.

He knew personal Hell.

On the third day God celebrated the wonder of the human body

and raised Jesus from the dead.

Jesus ascended into the realm of beauty, continually moving among us,

blessing and sustaining us.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, all music, wonder and strength.

I am a member of the Body of Christ.

I cherish the communion of the saints,

live because of the forgiveness of sin,

emulate the resurrection of the Body

and already experience life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

L: Trusting in the One who made us, dwells in us, and calls us to life, we pray for the world,

the church, and all in need…

L: Spirit of Life who paints the skies in every hue, we praise you for morning and night, for

dawn and dusk, and for every moment in between. We praise you for the vibrant, loud, and

serene colors of creation. We revel in the ever-changing of the seasons. We thank you for the

infinite and as-yet undiscovered diversity of your creatures, of galaxies beyond our imagining.

Teach us to feel awe again. Teach us to see and celebrate the stunning beauty in all you have

made. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: God of the People, you made us in your image, and you call us good. Silence voices of

shame and hatred – including the ones in our own heads – and inspire us to love ourselves

and one another the way you so desperately, passionately, and deeply love us. Teach us a

fondness and delight for our bodies as we are called to live in them, in all of their holy, messy,

fabulous glory. Teach us to love neighbors who live in different skin. To love intelligences and

abilities of all kinds, and loving-kindness most of all. Make us bold in our proclamation that
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the lives, loves, and gifts of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Ace, Queer, Intersex, Native,

Black, Brown, Incarcerated, Disabled, and Migrant people matter to you, and so they matter

to all of us – manifest in both word and deed. God of Grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: God Enfleshed, you draw close and know our every need. Sustain those who are weary.

Bring healing to all who are sick. Soften hearts and open minds and doors. We pray especially

for… God of Grace,

C: hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be added here.

L: For the saints who have gone before us and for those who will come after us, we give

thanks. We remember those who have died and are held forever in your loving hands. Hold us

in your presence now and always. God of Grace,

C: hear our prayer.

L: Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God. We pray in the name of Jesus and by the

power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.

If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Gracious God,

C: in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a

banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus

Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: On the night before Jesus was tried and executed by the state,  he dined with his friends,

even the one who would betray him. Jesus took bread, broke it, and gave it to his friends.

Take this bread, the Word made flesh, to feed you to speak words of justice and truth.
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He then took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to his friends to drink. Take this wine, the

blood of Christ, to quench your throats parched by forced silence.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: Let all who hunger for justice, eat. Let all who thirst for mercy, drink. Let this meal

strengthen and encourage us. Let this meal remind us, we are each beloved of God. In this

meal, we seek the new reality of the realm, the Kin-dom of God in this world. We advocate for

one another, as Christ advocated for us, his arms outstretched in love for all. Let this table be

the place where the spark of the Spirit is ignited, to fuel us from this place into the world,

embodying justice and peace that sets the world ablaze.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER from the New Zealand Prayer Book

P: To the Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that

shall be, Creator of us all, we pray:

C: Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!

The way of your justice be followed by the people of the world!

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In the times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: May we who have fed at Wisdom’s table take her welcome out to where tables are reserved

and doors are closed; May the Spirit drive us to break our bread on the altar of the world. The

body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.

C: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

Time is given for the sharing of bread and wine. Verbal directions will be given, based on

the local community’s practice. However communion is given and received, we trust Jesus is

present in the bread and cup we share as a gathered community.

10



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly, ELW #461

The assembly is invited to stand.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared feast between us,

strengthen us and give us peace.

C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: God of the abundant table,

C: you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us

your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake

of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS - See page 15

The assembly is invited to stand.

BLESSING

P: May the Holy Parent ignite the fires of advocacy in your heart;

May the Spirit place the scroll of knowledge on your tongue in tough conversations;

May the Child walk with you as you love all that God has made;

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN - See page 13

DISMISSAL

L: Go out into the world and shout from the rooftops that all means all!

C: All means all! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE              Prelude & Fugue in F Major               J.S. Bach

12



SENDING HYMN God, We Gather as Your People, ACS #1038
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Announcements for the week of 9/25/22

1. Tower Grove Pride - This weekend, LCLC joins other ELCA congregations as
witnesses of God’s love. See Laurie Brown, Kathy Endorf, or Pastor Melissa if you’d
like to join!

a. Following worship today Pastor Melissa will lead a conversation on the ELCA
Social Statement on Human Sexuality

b. An ecumenical (interdenominational) service is also taking place today at 12:30
pm in the SE corner of the park (Arsenal & Grand).

2. Blessing of the Animals - After worship on 10/2 we will celebrate our animals friends
and prepare blessings to take home and share. The event will be humans only, but
treats will be prepared for birds, cats, and dogs.

3. St. Louis Diaper Bank - Collections conclude this month (September) for the STL
Diaper Bank. We thank you in advance for your donations of diapers, pullups and
cash.

4. Tuesday Bible Study is going through a unit on Genesis. Join us at 10am in person or
7pm via Zoom.

5. Prayer Requests - If you have a prayer request to share, please email
lclc2725@gmail.com or call the office at 314-839-0466.

6. The Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet at Cugino's, 1595 U.S. 67, Florissant, on Thursday,
October 13 at 11:30.  For reservations, please contact Judy Holmes at 314-355-1125 or
mickey.holmes@att.net.

7. It is time to begin planning the 2022 Trunk or Treat in conjunction with the
Wedgwood HOA. Lots of jobs are available for anyone who is interested. Contact
Marilyn Wiley if you would like to be a part of a fun neighborhood activity.
314-223-7155.
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Worship Leadership

September 25, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers & Bill Billeau
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

October 2, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician:
Ushers: Jim & Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Judy Holmes

This Week at Living Christ

Monday 9/26: 5pm Noble Guard Martial
Arts Class (LL)

Tuesday 9/27: 10am Bible Study (UL);
11am Exercise (LL); 7pm Bible Study
(Zoom)

Wednesday 9/28:

Thursday 9/29: 11am Exercise (UL);

Friday 9/30: 9am Missouri Faith Voices
Clergy Breakfast (LL)

Saturday 10/1: 5:30pm Noble Guard
Martial Arts Class (LL)

Sunday 10/2: 8am Vocal Choir (UL);
9:15am Worship; 10:30am Animal Blessing
Activity

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:15am………………………………………………………………………………………..Worship
10:30am………………………………………………………………………………Faith Formation

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor……………………………………………………………………The Rev. Melissa Woeppel
Pianist………………………………………………………………………………………..Greg Ott
Choir Director and Organist…………………………………………………………...David Eggers
Secretary…………………………………………………………………………………Cynthia Swan

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Office: 314-839-0466; lclc2725@gmail.com

Pastor Melissa: pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com
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