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Hospitality and the use of resources like money are major themes throughout the summer lectionary.
Jesus sends the disciples out to preach the gospel, instructing them to be guests in the homes of others.
Abram and Sarai host strangers who prove to be angels. Martha and Mary host Jesus and his disciples.
Those who seek to follow Jesus are told to give up their possessions. All these stories explore the many
dynamics of offering and receiving hospitality. What can it mean that God chooses to act in the role of
guest and calls on believers to do the same? How is our giving a sign of hospitality and love? How do

we ensure that everyone, guest and host alike, has access to “the better part” (Luke 10:42)?

http://www.lc-livingchrist.org


Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Welcome! If you came as a guest today, we hope you leave as a friend. May this worship
service surround you with the love of God through Christ and fill you with the Holy Spirit.

Invitation to Communion: We welcome all to commune at LCLC. It is not our table, nor this
congregation’s table, nor our denomination’s table. It is the table of Jesus Christ. By his
invitation there is a place for everyone. We believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine
that forgives sin, nourishes faith, and calls us to be witnesses to the gospel.

Notes about our worship service: In order to be better stewards of our resources, we use a
seasonal bulletin that will be reused Sunday to Sunday. A weekly insert will contain readings
and hymns for the specific day. You are welcome to take the insert home with you. You may
also follow along with the service by looking at the screen in the front of the sanctuary.

Guidance is printed in italics throughout. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding
minister; “L” indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate
speaking parts of the whole congregation. We use ELW Setting 10 for liturgical music.

Please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE (see insert)

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Welcome to this time of mystery and wonder,
C: and music that calls us home.
P: Come to hear God’s word that inspires and challenges,
C: for here we receive and here we give.
P: God’s holy hospitality opens our minds, our hearts, and our doors,
C: leading us to love and life abundant. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
P: Knowing that our God walks with us in our confusion, our doubts, our failings, our
struggles, we now come humbly before God to ask for forgiveness and mercy.

Silence is held for personal reflection.
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P: God, have mercy on us.
C: For the times we fail to offer hospitality to those who are oppressed, we pray.

P: God, have mercy on us.
C: For the times we hoard our resources and lack courage to address poverty, we pray.

P: God, have mercy on us.
C: For the times we give in to despair and resignation when confronted with the injustice
of our world, we pray.

P: God, have mercy on us.
C: For the times we allow our fears to triumph over the call to solidarity, we pray.

P: Merciful God, receive our petitions. Heal the brokenness in our hearts and in our world
caused by injustice, indifference, selfishness and fear. Open our hearts to hear the cries of
your suffering people. Support us as we seek to respond in solidarity and with hospitality.
C: In you there is forgiveness, renewal, and life. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN (see insert)

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray…
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING (see insert)

PSALM (see insert)
The psalm is read responsively by verse.

SECOND READING (see insert)
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL READING (see insert)
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assembly is invited to stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY (see insert)

A CREED OF HOSPITALITY    (by Pastor Melissa Woeppel)
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in the God of welcome:
Who makes promises of life to Hagar, Sarah, and Abraham,
Who shows up among the faithful as a stranger,
Who commands care for the widow, orphan, sojourner, and outcast.

We believe in the God enfleshed, Jesus Christ:
Who gives up power to live among us,
Who teaches and embodies radical neighbor love,
Who welcomes all to the feast.

We believe in God’s abundant Spirit:
Who unites us in Christ,
Who builds pathways of repentance and restoration,
Who empowers us to seek justice and peace in all the earth.

4



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy: for the church; for the well-being of creation; for peace
& justice; for the poor, oppressed, suffering, & sick; for the congregation & other concerns.

Response to each petition:
L: Merciful God
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together through prayer and financial support. Tithes and offerings can
be dropped off in the narthex, mailed, sent through the bank or our online giving platform.

P: God of abundance, you have set before us a plentiful harvest. Help us to give as we have
received. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to
bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

It       is       right              to   give  God  thanks   and    praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And
so, with the church on earth, the hosts of heaven, and all creation, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

O God of welcome, O God of hospitality, O God of the overlooked, hear us as we praise, call
us to your table, grant us your life. At the time of creation, you invited human beings into
your labor of love. Traveling as a stranger, you tabernacled with Sarah and Abraham. Rahab
welcomed the Hebrew spies, Elijah was received by the widow of Zarephath, and Elisha was
hosted by the Shunammite woman.

You took on flesh and pitched your tent with us through Jesus our brother. Born among the
poor, he ate with tax collectors and sinners. With five loaves of bread and two fish offered by
a child, he fed thousands. He invited all to the table and to the feast of love.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out: Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout: Amen.
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead: Amen.
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O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you are Bread: feed us with
yourself. O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. O God, you are Fire:
transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, you show us a vision of a tree of life
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to
the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sin, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the feast, for there is a place for all y’all
here. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you. C: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
Time is given for the sharing of bread and wine. Verbal directions will be given, based on the current
safety recommendations. However communion is given and received, we trust Jesus is present in the
bread and cup we share as a gathered community.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (see insert)

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared feast between us,
strengthen us and give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION
P: The God of peace, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sustainer,
bless you, comfort you, challenge you, inspire you
and show you the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see insert)

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Love God and neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE (see insert)
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