
JUNETEENTH
June 19, 2022

9:15am - Hybrid Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
2725 Concord Dr, Florissant, MO 63033
Find us online: www.lc-livingchrist.org

Juneteenth is a holiday that commemorates the end of slavery in the United States.
It recalls how the states of Louisiana and Texas heard the news that President

Abraham Lincoln had signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863.
Slavery continued in those two states for more than two years after the

proclamation was signed because the word had yet to travel there. Texas and
Louisiana finally got the good news on June 19, 1865. Our service today includes
both lamentation and celebration. We begin with an honest confession of the sin of
racism and trust in the transforming power of the Spirit that restores, heals, and

makes whole. Continuing in our baptismal covenant and with God’s help, we strive
for justice and peace in all the earth.

http://www.lc-livingchrist.org


Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Welcome! If you came as a guest today, we hope you leave as a friend. May this service
surround you with the love of God through Christ and fill you with the Holy Spirit.

Invitation to Communion: We welcome all to commune at LCLC. It is not our table, nor
this congregation’s table, nor our denomination’s table. It is the table of Jesus Christ. By
his invitation there is a place for everyone. We believe that Jesus is present in the bread
and wine that forgives sin, nourishes faith, and calls us to be witnesses to the gospel.

Notes about our worship service: This bulletin details our service order and includes
all readings, hymns, and prayers. You may also follow along with the service by looking
at the screen in the front of the sanctuary.

Guidance is printed in italics throughout. “P” indicates the speaking part of the
presiding minister; “L” indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in
boldface indicate speaking parts of the whole congregation. We use This Far By Faith
Setting 1 for liturgical music today.

Please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE “Kum Ba Yah” (Someone’s Praying Lord)             John Behnke

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CONFESSING RACISM: A LAMENT FOR THE CHURCH

P: As part of the church universal, we confess the sin of racism and condemn racist
rhetoric and the ideology of white supremacy. God help us.
C: God have mercy.

P: As part of the church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when this church
has been silent in the face of racial injustice. God help us.
C: God have mercy.

P: Racism is deeply ingrained within the ELCA, a predominantly white church. It is
deeply embedded within the individual congregations whose members continue to
foster stereotypes and support policies that actively hurt people of color. God help us.
C: God have mercy.
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P: As part of the church, we declare that the enslavement of black bodies and the
removal of indigenous peoples established racism in the United States, a truth this
nation and this church have yet to fully embrace. God help us.
C: God have mercy.

P: Rooted in slavery, racism is manifested through the history of Jim Crow policies,
racial segregation, the terror of lynching, extrajudicial killings by law enforcement, and
the disproportionate incarceration of people of color. God help us.
C: God have mercy.

P: As part of the church we lament the institutional racism of discriminatory treatment
within the call process; inequitable compensation of clergy of color; racial segregation;
divestment from black communities and congregations; systemic policies and
organizational practices; and a failure to fully include the gifts of leadership and
worship styles of black people, indigenous people, and people of color. God help us.
C: God have mercy.

P: Confessions are empty promises without meaningful actions—actions that are
grounded in prayer, education, and soul-searching repentance. The sin of racism
separates us from one another. Though we trust that we are reconciled to God through
Christ’s death and resurrection, we seek such life-giving reconciliation with one
another. As we repent, let us not turn back to ideologies that promote white supremacy.
We trust that God can make all things new.
C: Amen.

A POURING OF LIBATIONS
The pouring of libations is offered by pouring fresh water into the baptismal font. The offering of
water as a sign and source of life is poured, giving up some of what has been so graciously given.

First Pouring
P: We acknowledge God our source, our Creator, the giver of Life.
C: Ashe. Amen.

Second Pouring
P: We acknowledge the full presence of God with us Source, Savior and Holy Spirit.
C: Ashe. Amen.

Third Pouring
P: We acknowledge our ancestors, the great cloud of witnesses now one with God.
C: Ashe. Amen.
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Fourth Pouring
P: We acknowledge the generations that fought died and led us to freedom from slavery
persecution, Jim Crow laws, inequitable access to rights and resources in this society.
C: Ashe. Amen.

Fifth  Pouring
P: We acknowledge those who have led the struggle for freedom in recent times and
even now. We name them with our voices and in our hearts as we pour thanking God.
C: Ashe. Amen.

Sixth Pouring
P: We acknowledge our children and our children’s children. The generations of hope
and promise entrusted to us by the Grace of God. We pour in thanksgiving and in hope.
C: Ashe. Amen.

Seventh Pouring
P: We acknowledge God our Source, Our Savior Jesus the Christ, Our Sustainer and
Counsel and Comforter the Holy Spirit.
C: Ashe. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN My Lord, What a Morning, TFF #40 (or ELW #438)
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Holy and righteous God, you created us in your image. Grant us grace to contend
fearlessly against evil and to make no peace with oppression. Help us, like those of
generations before us who resisted the evil of slavery and human bondage in any form
and any manner of oppression. Help us to use our freedoms to bring justice among
people and nations everywhere, to the glory of your Holy name through Jesus Christ
our Liberator and Lord.
C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.

PRAYER BEFORE THE READINGS
P: Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
you. Bless those who will read to us the scriptures and bless us in our hearing. Open
our ears; open our hearts; open our minds; open our hands. Make us hunger for the
Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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FIRST READING - Isaiah 65:1-9
The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self-absorption is idolatry, and images of
practices that displease God fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the
wine, God will use Israel’s exile to establish a new community of the faithful.

 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
  to be found by those who did not seek me.
 I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
  to a nation that did not call on my name.
 2I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people,
     who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices;
 3a people who provoke me to my face continually,
     sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks;
 4who sit inside tombs,
  and spend the night in secret places;
 who eat swine’s flesh,
  with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
 5who say, “Keep to yourself,
  do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
 These are a smoke in my nostrils,
  a fire that burns all day long.
 6See, it is written before me:
  I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
 I will indeed repay into their laps
  7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the Lord;
 because they offered incense on the mountains
  and reviled me on the hills,
 I will measure into their laps
  full payment for their actions.
 8Thus says the Lord:
 As the wine is found in the cluster,
  and they say, “Do not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,”
 so I will do for my servants’ sake,
  and not destroy them all.
 9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
  and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
 my chosen shall inherit it,
  and my servants shall settle there.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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SANKOFA
The West African spiritual proverb and teaching reminds us to “Go back and fetch it.” Taking
hold of our past, our history in such a way that it becomes nourishment and guidance for
journeying into our future.

A teaching from Harriet Tubman: Always remember, you have within you the strength,
the patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world. Now I've been
free, I know what a dreadful condition slavery is. I have seen hundreds of escaped
slaves, but I never saw one who was willing to go back and be a slave.

PSALM - Psalm 22:19-28
L: But you, O Lord, be not far away;
  O my help, hasten to my aid.
C: Deliver me from the sword,
  my life from the power of the dog.
L: Save me from the lion’s mouth!
  From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
C: I will declare your name to my people;
  in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
L: You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.
C: For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the
Lord’s face hidden from them;
  but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
L: From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
C: The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
L: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
  all the families of nations shall bow before God.
C: For dominion belongs to the Lord,
  who rules over the nations.
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SANKOFA
The West African spiritual proverb and teaching reminds us to “Go back and fetch it.” Taking
hold of our past, our history in such a way that it becomes nourishment and guidance for
journeying into our future.

A teaching from Frederick Douglass: Liberty is meaningless where the right to utter
one's thoughts and opinions has ceased to exist. That, of all rights, is the dread of
tyrants. It is the right which they first of all strike down. They know its power. Thrones,
dominions, principalities, and powers, founded in injustice and wrong, are sure to
tremble, if men are allowed to reason... Equally clear is the right to hear. To suppress
free speech is a double wrong. It violates the rights of the hearer as well as those of the
speaker.

SECOND READING - Galatians 3:23-29
For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other
believers. Those who call themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes
prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of true unity in Christ.

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that
we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to
a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As
many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There
is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands.

WELCOMING THE GOSPEL   Freedom is Coming, TFF #46
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GOSPEL READING - Luke 8:26-39
Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some
who witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is
commissioned to give testimony to God’s mercy and power.

Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a
long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs.
28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What
have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment
me”—29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many
times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles,
but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then
asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered
him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss.

 32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged
Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out
of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and was drowned.

 34When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they
came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it
told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all
the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for
they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him
away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.”
So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
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The assembly is invited to stand.
HYMN  We Are Marching in the Light of God, TFF #63 (or ELW #866)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy: for the church; for the well-being of creation; for
peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, suffering, & sick; for the congregation & other concerns.

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all
in need. A brief silence.

Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Equip your church with
evangelists who reveal the continuous call of your outstretched hands and your
promises of a home in you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and waterways have been
harmed. Guide us to develop and implement sources of energy and food production
that do not destroy the earth. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. On this Juneteenth
observance, guide us continually toward the end of oppression in all its forms,
especially white supremacy. Bring true freedom and human flourishing to all your
beloved children. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are homeless, naked,
hungry, and sick (especially). Bring peace to any experiencing mental illness, that they
can clearly recognize your loving presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this Father’s Day.
Nurture mutual love and tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for whom this
day brings sadness or longing. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you had done for
them (especially). At the last, unite us with them as we make our home in you. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
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OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together through prayer and financial support. Tithes and offerings
can be dropped off in the narthex, mailed, sent through the bank or our online giving platform.

P: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus and through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks & praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in
one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the
way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love
and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all
humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for
justice is your own desire.
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In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the
afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and liberate those in bondage to
prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And
let the church say, Amen. Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and
cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit
of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing
in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sin, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to this meal and be fed. The body
and blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
Time is given for the sharing of bread and wine. In light of new guidance, we will practice
distanced communion with prepackaged elements today. As we receive in this way, we trust
Jesus is present in the bread we share.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN   Wade in the Water, TFF #114 (or ELW #459)
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BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us,
strengthen us and give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: God of our ancestors, God of all people, before whose face the human generations
pass away, we thank you that as the broken bread was gathered into one loaf, the
broken fragments of our history are gathered up and healed by the redeeming act of
Christ. Send us forth in peace, form us into what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the
world. Nourished by this sacrament, give us strength and courage to serve you in daily
life with joy and singleness of heart. In the name of Christ we pray.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHARGE
P: Beloved in the Lord, God has shown you what is good.
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

BENEDICTION
P: God bless you and keep you.
God shine on you and be gracious to you.
God look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN   Lift Every Voice and Sing,  TFF #296 (or ELW #841)
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DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace to love God and neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”       Austin Lovelace
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Announcements for the week of 6/19/22
1. Tuesday Bible Study is exploring Philippians in the month of June. In July we

will begin looking at the ELCA Social Statements. Join us at 10am in person or
7pm via Zoom.

2. Pr. Melissa is on vacation June 23-27. Contact the office for pastoral care needs.
3. A fundraiser for Shawn Arthur and family will be held June 25 from 1-6pm.@

Florissant VFW (410 Rue St. Francois). If you’d like to volunteer to help out that
day, let Pr. Melissa know.

4. If you have a prayer request to share, please email  lclc2725@gmail.com or call
the office at 314-839-0466. If you'd like to receive an email or text message with
prayer requests, please let Cynthia know.

5. On July 3rd, worship will include a hymn sing. Send David or Pastor Melissa
your favorite hymns to include in worship that day.

Worship Leadership

June 19, 2022 Juneteenth
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

June 26, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Daryn
Holdsworth
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

This Week at Living Christ

Monday 6/20: Juneteenth Obs. Office Closed
5pm Noble Guard Martial Arts Class (LL)

Tuesday 6/21: 10am Bible Study (UL); 7pm
Bible Study (Zoom)

Wednesday 6/22:

Thursday 6/23:

Friday 6/24:

Saturday 6/25: 5:30pm Noble Guard
Martial Arts Class (LL)

Sunday 6/26: 9:15am Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Office: 314-839-0466; lclc2725@gmail.com

Pastor Melissa: pastormelissawoeppel@gmail.com
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