
Meeting needs through church planting in Haiti 

A Preparation Guide 
 for Short-term Work Teams  

MISSIONS 

  MANUAL  
To make disciples of  

Jesus Christ throughout 
Haiti by planting  

autonomous churches 
that equip their members 
to meet the physical and 

spiritual needs of people,  
introducing them to  

salvation in Jesus Christ.   
These churches in turn 

reproduce other churches  
that doctrinally and  

philosophically unify 
themselves to bring glory 

to God through an 
international outreach. vision of hope 



INTRODUCTION 
 

 
A short-term missions experience can grow your world-view and allow God to impact your life in an incredi-
ble way.  When you are willing to leave your comfort zones and the routine of your ordinary life you can be-
come more pliable to the workings of the Holy Spirit.  The life-changing affect of a missions trip can be pow-
erful and amazing.  Your perspective broadens, your compassion multiplies, and your awareness of God’s 
purposes increases greatly. 
 
At Vision of Hope Ministries, we have the privilege of introducing church groups and individuals to overseas 
missions in the impoverished country of Haiti.  The needs of the Haitian people are countless in this strug-
gling little island country, yet the answers to each and every problem can be found in Jesus Christ.  Our phi-
losophy of ministry places value on the importance of meeting both the spiritual and physical needs of peo-
ple, as the Lord provides. 
 
On behalf of Henoc Lucien, our church planting missionary, I am grateful for your interest in this ministry.  I 
invite you to join in our church planting efforts by choosing Haiti as your site for a short-term missions trip.  
We offer many different opportunities for ministry in which your team may choose to participate, based on 
your desires and abilities and our current needs.  We will aim to put the spiritual gifts and resources of your 
team to their best use so that your trip will be a satisfactory experience with lasting results. 
 
The following pages will give you an overview of the Haitian culture and Vision of Hope Ministries.  You 
will also find the basic information needed to plan a trip with us. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you and working together to plan the best trip possible.   Please feel free to 
contact our office with any questions or concerns. 
 
In Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Greg Schuenke, President  
Vision of Hope Ministries 

 
 
 

VISION OF HOPE MINISTRIES 
P.O. Box 681  ·   Eagle River, WI  54521 

715-546-3834 
 

Stateside Administrative Coordinator, Karen Patterson 
  E-mail: vohmhaiti@nnex.net  
Web address:  www.vohmhaiti.com 
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GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE 
 

• Geographically, Haiti is approximately the size of the state of Maryland or about 10,714 square 
miles.   

• The capital and largest city in Haiti,  Port au Prince, is located in the south.  Cap Haitien, the 
second largest city in Haiti and home to our ministry center, is located in the north.   

• Haiti is located on an island it shares with the Dominican Republic.   Haiti occupies the western 
1/3, the Domincan Republic the eastern 2/3. 

 
Haiti has a generally hot and humid tropical climate. The north wind brings fog and drizzle, which 
interrupt Haiti's dry season from November to January. But during February through May, the 
weather is very wet. Northeast trade winds bring rains during the wet season. 

The average annual rainfall is 55 to 78 inches, but it is unevenly distributed. Heavier rainfall occurs 
in the southern peninsula and in the northern plains and mountains. Rainfall decreases from east to 
west across the northern peninsula. The eastern central region receives a moderate amount of pre-
cipitation, while the western coast from the northern peninsula to Port-au-Prince, the capital, is rela-
tively dry. Temperatures are almost always high in the lowland areas, ranging from 59° F to 77° F in 
the winter and from 77° F to 95° F during the summer.        Sources: The Library of Congress Coun-

try Studies; CIA World Factbook  

POPULATION 
The following demographic statistics are from the CIA World Factbook (as of March 3rd, 2011). 

Population: 9,719,932 (2011 est.)  
 
Age structure: (2010 est.) 
0–14 years: 38.1% (male 1,735,917; female 1,704,383) 
15–64 years: 58.5% (male 2,621,059; female 2,665,447) 
65 years and over: 3.4% (male 120,040; female 188,690) 
 
Median age: (2010 est.) 
Total: 21.1 years 
Male: 20.9 years 
Female: 21.4 years 
 
Life expectancy at birth: (2011 est.) 
Total population: 62.17 years 
Male: 60.84 years 
Female: 63.53 years 
 
Literacy: (2008 est. by IHSI) 
Definition: Age 15 and over that can read and write 
Total population: 61.0%,  Male: 63.8%,  Female: 58.3% 
 
Languages: French (official), Haitian Creole (official), Spanish (non-official)  
 
Religions: Roman Catholic 80%, Protestant 16% (Baptist 10%, Pentecostal 4%, Adventist 1%, other 1%), 
none 1%, other 3%, Voudou or voodoo is commonly practiced by many alongside the other religions listed. 
 
Nationality:  Haitian, Black 85%, Mixed and White 20%  
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ECONOMY 
 

Haiti is a free market economy that enjoys the advantages of low labor costs and tariff-free access to 
the US for many of its exports. Poverty, corruption, vulnerability to natural disasters, and low levels 
of education for much of the population are among Haiti's most serious impediments to economic 
growth. Haiti's economy suffered a severe setback in January 2010 when a 7.0 magnitude earth-
quake destroyed much of its capital city, Port-au-Prince, and neighboring areas. Currently the poor-
est country in the Western Hemisphere with 80% of the population living under the poverty line and 
54% in abject poverty, the earthquake further inflicted $7.8 billion in damage and caused the coun-
try's GDP to contract 5.4% in 2010. In 2011, the Haitian economy had begun recovering slowly 
from the effects of the earthquake. However, two hurricanes adversely affected agricultural output 
and the slow public capital spending negatively affected the economic recovery in 2012. GDP 
growth for 2012 was 2.8%, down from 5.6% in 2011. Two-fifths of all Haitians depend on the agri-
cultural sector, mainly small-scale subsistence farming, and remain vulnerable to damage from fre-
quent natural disasters, exacerbated by the country's widespread deforestation. Remittances (or 
money sent into Haiti by those who are living abroad) are the primary source of foreign exchange, 
equaling 20% of GDP and representing more than five times the earnings from exports in 2012. 
Haiti suffers from a lack of investment, partly because of weak infrastructure such as access to elec-
tricity. In 2005, Haiti paid its arrears to the World Bank, paving the way for reengagement with the 
Bank. Haiti received debt forgiveness for over $1 billion through the Highly-Indebted Poor Country 
initiative in mid-2009. The remainder of its outstanding external debt was cancelled by donor coun-
tries following the 2010 earthquake, but has since risen to nearly $1 billion. The government relies 
on formal international economic assistance for fiscal sustainability, with over half of its annual 
budget coming from outside sources. The Martelly administration in 2011 launched a campaign 
aimed at drawing foreign investment into Haiti as a means for sustainable development. To that end, 
the Martelly government in 2012 created a Commission for Commercial Code Reform, effected re-
forms to the justice sector, and inaugurated the Caracol industrial park in Haiti's north coast. 
 

Economic summary:  
• Monetary unit: Gourde  
• GDP/PPP (2011 est.): $12.52 billion; per capita $1,300.  
• Real growth rate: 5.6%.  
• Inflation: 9.3%.  
• Unemployment: widespread unemployment and underemployment; more than two-thirds of the 

labor force do not have formal jobs (2009 est.).  
• Arable land: 28.11%.  
• Agriculture: coffee, mangoes, sugarcane, rice, corn, sorghum; wood.  
• Labor force: 4.81 million; note: shortage of skilled labor, unskilled labor abundant (2010); agri-

culture 38.1%, services 50.4%, industry 11.5%.  
• Industries: sugar refining, flour milling, textiles, cement, light assembly industries based on 

imported parts.  
• Natural resources: bauxite, copper, calcium carbonate, gold, marble, hydropower.  
• Exports: $690.3 million (2011 est.): manufactures, coffee, oils, cocoa, mangoes.  
••••    Imports: $3.275 billion (2011 est.): food, manufactured goods, machinery and transport equip-

ment, fuels, raw materials.  
••••    Major trading partners: U.S., Dominican Republic, Netherlands Antilles, China (2011)   
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HISTORY 
 

The native Taino Amerindians - who inhabited the island of Hispaniola when it was discovered by 
Christopher COLUMBUS in 1492 - were virtually annihilated by Spanish settlers within 25 years. In 
the early 17th century, the French established a presence on Hispaniola. In 1697, Spain ceded to the 
French the western third of the island, which later became Haiti. The French colony, based on for-
estry and sugar-related industries, became one of the wealthiest in the Caribbean but only through the 
heavy importation of African slaves and considerable environmental degradation. In the late 18th 
century, Haiti's nearly half million slaves revolted under Toussaint L'ouverture. After a prolonged 
struggle, Haiti became the first black republic, declaring its independence in 1804. Currently the 
poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, Haiti has experienced political instability for most of its 
history. After an armed rebellion led to the forced resignation and exile of President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide in February 2004, an interim government took office to organize new elections under the 
auspices of the United Nations. Continued instability and technical delays prompted repeated post-
ponements, but Haiti inaugurated a democratically elected president and parliament in May of 2006. 
This was followed by contested elections in 2010 that resulted in the election of Haiti's current Presi-
dent, Michel Martelly. A massive magnitude 7.0 earthquake struck Haiti in January 2010 with an epi-
center about 25 km (15 mi) west of the capital, Port-au-Prince. Estimates are that over 300,000 peo-
ple were killed and some 1.5 million left homeless. The earthquake was assessed as the worst in this 
region over the last 200 years.                                                            Source:  CIA World Factbook 
  

GOVERNMENT and FLAG 
 

Form: Republic with an elected government. 
National name: République d'Haïti  
President: Michel Martelly (2011) 
Prime Minister: Laurent Lamothe (2012) 

LANGUAGE OF HAITI 
 

Haiti has two official languages: French, and Haitian Creole.  
 
French is mostly spoken by the government and small portions of the business world, whereas approxi-
mately 95% of the population speak Haitian Creole - a blend of French, Spanish, Portuguese, English, 
and some African languages.  
 
bonjou/bonswa (good morning/good afternoon);  
mèsi anpil (thank you);  
orevwa/babay (goodbye);  
se konbyen kob li koute? (how much is it?)  
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VISION OF HOPE MINISTRIES is reaching the people of Haiti through a church planting move-

ment.  Our main goals are to reach people through evangelism and to help them grow in their faith through 
discipleship. 

 
The Evangelical Free Church of Cap Haitien, established in 1995, is a large urban congregation with more 
than 400+ people attending.  This church’s building is also home to College Susan Schuenke, a preK-13 
Christian school.    
 
From the Cap-Haitien EFC two other churches have been planted.   God is moving tremendously as these 
churches minister to hundreds of people each week.  Previously meeting in Henoc’s yard under a gazebo, the 
church in Berard, Eglise Evangelique Libre de Berard, has constructed a new building across the road from 
their previous meeting place at Henoc’s house.  Several missions teams have contributed to the existence of 
that building.  This body began meeting in 1999. In  2004, a new church was begun in the city of Grande 
Riviere du Nord.  This church’s name is Eglise Evangelique de la Grace or Grace Evangelical Church.  Cur-
rently, this church is in the finishing stages of construction of a new church building; labor and funds for this 
building were also donated directly by short-term missions teams.   
 
For the past year, Pastor Henoc has also been supporting a small church near our Berard church with organ-
izational and pastoral help.  This little church lost it’s young pastor in a motorcycle accident. 
 vision of hope 
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SOLUTIONS IN CHRIST:  CHURCH PLANTING 

Most Haitians will say that they belong to the Catholic faith; a small percentage claim to be Protestant.  In 
Haiti, regardless of what faith a person belongs to, many also practice some form of Vaudoo or voodoo.  With 
a culture deeply engrossed in voodoo, Haiti remains Satan’s stronghold.  This paralyzed country is blinded and 
enslaved by the power of its sin.  Its people are trapped in despair, yet searching for hope.  In our ministry we 
keep a strong focus on the power of the Christ to rescue the people from their bondage.   We want to reach the 
very heart of the satanic culture through evangelism and discipleship.  And we are seeing God radically chang-
ing lives as they are turned over to Him. 

Haiti is undoubtedly the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, with a per capita income of $200 per 
year.  Families are typically large, often with six to eight children.  Life expectancy is low, with one-third of 
children dying from malnutrition or infection before age 5.  An effective church planting movement must be 
holistic in its approach, meeting needs with deep compassion.  Jesus Christ meets people where they are at, 
and we strive to do the same. As we are able, we feed people in need, provide scholarships for needy students, 
supply safe water for the village of Berard, offer micro-enterprise opportunities to willing workers, and help 
those in crisis situations. 

Only 52 percent of the Haitian people know how to read or write.  Young people have little hope of obtaining 
education or attending college due to their bleak situations.  To grow in their faith, believers must be able to 
read and understand the Word of God.  Discipleship efforts need to include educating the people to a certain 
level of literacy. We operate College Susan Schuenke, a Pre-K-grade 13 school in Cap Haitien to address the 
problems of illiteracy in young students.   

THE BATTLE FOR SOULS 

THE BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL 

THE BATTLE OF ILLITERACY 



VISION OF HOPE MISSION STATEMENT 
To make disciples of Jesus Christ throughout northern Haiti by planting autonomous 

churches that equip their members to meet  
the 

 physical and spiritual needs of people,  
introducing them to salvation in Jesus Christ. 

These churches in turn reproduce other churches that  
doctrinally and philosophically 

 unify themselves to bring glory to God through an international  
outreach. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  HENOC LUCIEN         Senior Pastor of Cap-Haitien EFC, Vision of Hope Ministries church planter and missionary 
 GREG SCHUENKE          President of VOHM Board, Retired business owner in Eagle River, Wisconsin;  Attends Three Lakes EFC 
 ED HOGAN         VOHM Treasurer;   Systems Engineering Manager from Vestal, New York; Attends the EFC of Vestal 
  GLEN SCHRIEBER                Board member; Superintendent of the South Eastern District of the Evangelical Free Church of America 
  ANGEL ADAMS PARHAM     Board member; Asst. Prof. Sociology-Loyola University/New Orleans; Attends Castle Rock Community Church 
  KATE SCHUENKE LUCIEN   Board member; PhD candidate University Notre Dame, Part of the B church network in Chicago      
  DAN FONG                             Board member; Dentist in the Chicagoland area; Attends Lakeside Church in Skokie, IL 
  KAREN PATTERSON            Administrative Coordinator for Vision of Hope Ministries, Three Lakes, WI, Attends Three Lakes EFC. 

OUR ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE  
Vision of Hope Ministries (VOHM) is the administrative, spiritual and financial support organization within the United States and 
Haiti for the ministries overseen by our missionary Henoc Lucien in northern Haiti.  We seek to fulfill the vision and mission of our 
Lord Jesus Christ for church planting in N. Haiti as expressed to Henoc Lucien and affirmed by the board of directors of VOHM. 
(Please see our mission/vision statement.) 
 
VOHM is incorporated as a C corp. in the state of Wisconsin and has been granted Federal 501 C 3 tax exemption.  This exemption 
means all donor contributions to the ministry are exempt from federal and state income tax. 
 
VOHM is composed of a volunteer six-member board of directors, which always includes Henoc Lucien.  Each board member is 
elected for 3-year terms.  VOHM has two paid staff members.  These include a part time administrative coordinator and Henoc 
Lucien, our full time missionary in Haiti.  Members of the leadership team in Haiti are partially supported through VOHM. VOHM 
fully ascribes to the statement of faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America; board members and ministry workers must only 
endorse this statement to work in the ministry.  We wholeheartedly accept and encourage Christians from all denominations to partici-
pate in the work.   
 
VOHM is charged with providing marketing, fund raising, team coordination, long-range ministry planning, financial administration 
and accountability for the work in Haiti.  The board also provides for spiritual oversight and accountability to Henoc Lucien so as to 
ensure balance within his life between family and ministry. 
 
Henoc Lucien is the senior field missionary and as such oversees all the ministries of VOHM in northern Haiti.  Henoc is an ordained 
minister in the EFCA.  Henoc reports to the VOHM board.  All of the leadership for the various field ministries in Haiti report to 
Henoc.  Henoc’s calling is in preaching, teaching and evangelism.  The current ministries and their leadership which report to Henoc 
Lucien are: 
 
EFC of Cap Haitien and its associated ministries 
EFC of Berard and its associated ministries 
Eglise Evangelique de la Grace church in Grande Riviere du Nord vision of hope 
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                                                                    Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. adheres to the statement of faith       

                 of the  

                                                                                              Evangelical Free Church of America.    
 
The Evangelical Free Church of America is an association of autonomous churches united around these theological con-

victions: 

                           God 
1. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a loving unity of three 
equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God 
has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory. 
                          The Bible 
2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words of human au-
thors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, the complete revelation 
of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 
judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it prom-
ises. 
                          The Human Condition 
3. We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. In union with 
Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s 
saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed. 
                          Jesus Christ 
4. We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two natures. Jesus-Israel’s 
promised Messiah-was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
as our High Priest and Advocate. 
                          The Work of Christ 
5. We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the cross as the perfect, all-
sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation. 
                          The Holy Spirit 
6. We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He convicts the world of its guilt. 
He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. 
He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. 
                          The Church 
7. We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God’s grace through faith alone in Christ 
alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which He is the Head. The true church is manifest in 
local churches, whose membership should be composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are not the means of salva-
tion, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer. 
                          Christian Living 
8. We believe that God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and purpose. God com-
mands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live out our faith with care for one another, compassion 
toward the poor and justice for the oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, 
we are to combat the spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to make disciples among all people, 
always bearing witness to the gospel in word and deed. 

                          Christ’s Return 
9. We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, at a time 
known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacri-
ficial service and energetic mission. 
                          Response and Eternal Destiny 
10. We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him in repentance and re-
ceiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbe-
liever to condemnation and eternal conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in 
the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen. 
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OUR MISSIONARIES 

HENOC AND GUERLINE LUCIEN  
 
 

Henoc was born in Pignon, Haiti into a strong tradition of ministry.  His father has been a pastor for more 
than 50 years.  Henoc grew up in Cap-Haitien where he received primary and secondary education.  He 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree at Washington Bible College and his Master of Theology at Dallas Theological 
Seminary.  He is an ordained minister with the Evangelical Free Church of America. 
 
Guerline Lucien works along side her husband and is involved in children’s ministries, leading praise and 
worship, works with the VOHM U.S. office to administrate the scholarship program at College Susan 
Schuenke and opens her home to every missions team that travels to Haiti to minister.  
 
Henoc and Lucien are the parents of five children.  Rebekah is a graduate of Florida International University, 
Hannah and Abigail are attending college in Florida, and Michael and Matthew live in Haiti with their par-
ents.  

   
The Lord has used Henoc to plant three EFC churches and a Christian school in Haiti.  He is very thankful 
for the prayers and support of many caring U.S. churches and friends that make this work possible.  Through 
Vision of Hope Ministries, it is Henoc’s desire that more churches will be planted and that thousands of Hai-
tians will come to know the life changing forgiveness of Jesus Christ.   

Guerline and Henoc Lucien 

Michael and Matthew Lucien 
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College Susan Schuenke 
College Susan Schuenke, a school for grades K-13, opened in the fall of 2002 in Cap-Haitien. 

Many estimates show that only about 52% 
of Haitians know how to read or write.  Young 

people have little hope of obtaining an 
education or attending college due to their 

bleak situations. 
To grow in their faith, believers must be able to 
read and understand the Word of God.  Disciple-

ship efforts must include  
educating the people.  The opening of 

College Susan Schuenke is impacting the city of 
Cap Haitien for the Lord, breaking the bonds of 

illiteracy and teaching 
God’s truths. 

In the fall of 2002, College Susan Schuenke first 
opened it’s doors with nearly 100 students en-

rolled.  College Susan Schuenke seeks to minister 
to the educational, spiritual and physical needs of 
the students who attend school here.  The students 
are studying Chemistry, Physics, Math, Spanish, 

French, Creole, English, History, Christian educa-
tion, Writing, Reading, Health and Computers. 

 
All grades are included in the school.  Often there 

are older students in the lower grades because 
they have been unable to stay in school for a full 
year at a time. Most of the students come from 

very poor families who sacrifice deeply in order 
to have their child attend school.   Many of the 
students are able to attend school thanks to the 

generous donations of our supporters.  A year of 
Christian education costs $330.  Typically, many 

student’s families don’t have the funds to feed 
them even one meal every day.  Through gener-
ous donations, we have been able to implement a 

hot lunch program here at the school.   
 

Students at College Susan Schuenke (CSS) re-
ceive one of the best educations available in 

Northern Haiti.  Students typically receive high 
scores on the tests administered by the Haiti Min-

istry of Education.  Some of our students have 
continued their education at the university level 
and have become doctors, nurses, and business 

leaders. 



PREPARING  

FOR SERVICE 
Planning your short-term missions  

experience in Cap-Haitien 

vision of hope 



PREPARING SPIRITUALLY AND MENTALLY  
FOR MINISTRY IN HAITI 

 
 

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith  
save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him,  

‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs,  
what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”  

           

           - James 2:14-17 NIV 
 
 
I have not seen another place where the truth of James words can be applied to reality more fittingly than in 
Haiti.  James Michener in his book Caribbean describes Haiti as “the tortured land.”  What a good descrip-
tion of this country. 
 
Ministering in Haiti means really moving out of one’s own comfort zone.  It means hurrying up…and then 
waiting.  Most of your plans don’t happen when you plan them to happen...or the way you plan them to hap-
pen.  Ministering in Haiti means being very, very hot and sweaty.  It means eating different foods and most 
likely getting a mild case of dysentery.  Ministering in Haiti means seeing human suffering on a scale you 
have probably never experienced before.  Your heart will ache for the people and children. You will take in 
the immensity of the depraved human condition and say one of two things:  “Lord,  it’s too much for me.  It’s 
too overwhelming!  I can’t operate here.”  Or you will say, “Lord, Lord, what can I do? Put me to work!” 
 
The account of the life of our Lord in the Scripture is full of examples where Jesus met the physical needs of 
people.  After He had gained their trust and showed He was really interested in them, He said, “…But there is 
a much more a more excellent way; man cannot live by bread alone.”  He showed them the way to eternal 
life.  Simply put, this is what you can do in Haiti: be an imitator of Christ. 
 
So how do you prepare?  Pray for a Christ-like attitude, a heart of compassion, tolerance for discomfort, pa-
tience for working in chaos and protection for your health as you reach out to sick people. 
 
Come anticipating that you’ll be blessed in a wonderful way for it’s in giving and serving that we receive im-
measurable joy and peace.  Be prepared to meet a humble and simple people who will teach you that the 
American pace of life is not necessarily best for the soul.  Come geared up to work hard;  however, some-
times because of the way of life in Haiti, it will seem as if you haven’t accomplished much.  Be patient and 
diligent.   
 
Come prepared for a life-changing season; one that will prune you, send you through the fire and bring you 
forth refined and strengthened, with eyes of perception you did not previously possess.  This is what happens 
when we become imitators of Christ. 
 
May God bless you in your ministry in Haiti. 
 
Greg Schuenke, President 
Vision of Hope Ministries 
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
We welcome church groups and individuals that are interested in assisting us on a short-term basis with our 
church planting efforts in northern Haiti.  We want you to experience overseas missions in a way that will 
best use your gifts and also help meet the needs of this ministry. 
 

Generally, our past groups have been involved in the areas of construction, short term medical and dental 
clinics, Vacation Bible School projects, teaching English, soccer camps, computer repair, and various evan-
gelistic outreaches.  There are several church services and activities throughout the week and we invite your 
team members to share their testimonies with our congregations.   
 

Other options for short-term ministry:   English camps, sports camps, food distribution, visitation, teaching/
equipping local church leaders, children’s and youth outreaches and counseling / counselor training.  We are 
open to your input and ideas.   Please consider the special gifts and interests of your group when planning 
your trip. We will do our best to provide interpreters to assist you as you minister with us.   
 

The key to a successful missions trip in Haiti is an attitude of FLEXIBILITY.  It has been said that one min-
ute of U.S. time equals three minutes Haitian time!  The pace in Haiti is slow and very laid-back.  And there 
are many obstacles in the way of progress in this backwards country.  Efforts are often impeded by limited 
resources, lack of technology and inconveniences that arise.  Prepare your group in advance to be very patient 
and to go with the flow. 
 

SIGHTSEEING OPTIONS 
 

Cap-Haitien is considered the tourist capital of Haiti.  Widespread poverty, earthquakes, floods, bombings 
and civil strife have ruined the picturesque, colonial charm that was once characteristic of the city.  Yet, Cap-
Haitien is the entryway into the rich history of this tiny country.  Some of the following sites will cost money 
to visit.  Prices listed below are in addition to the trip room and board fees. 
 

The Citadel  (La Ferrière) –  This amazing fort is considered the eighth wonder of the world.  Built by 
Henri Christophe two centuries ago, it sits atop a mountain overlooking the ocean.  The fort was constructed 
to protect the city from the return of the French army.  You can walk (45 min. hike) or ride a horse ($10 US/
horse + $1 US tip for each of the two horse guides) up the mountain to the site, which is a fifteen-minute 
drive from Henoc’s home.  Entry fee is $5 US/person. 
 

Palais Sans Souci – also built by Christophe.  Destroyed by an earthquake 150 years ago, its remains are 
beautiful.  Tourists visit this site before ascending the mountain to the Citadel. 
 

Vertieres – the site of the Battle of Independence that was fought between the former slaves and the French 
army. 
 

Tourist Market – a shopping area in the city with beautiful Haitian merchandise, the tourist market is a safe 
place where teams can roam freely and bargain with local merchants for their wares.  
 

Hotel Mont Joli – a modern hotel in Cap-Haitien with a great restaurant and a wonderful swimming pool 
made available to guests with the purchase of a meal. 
 
Cormier Plague - a beach resort over the mountain.  $5/person entry fee.  Beautiful clear Caribbean water 
here is safe for swimming.  Cormier Plague has one of the best cuisines in Haiti.  Price ranges are $8 US for a 
sandwich to $20 US for a lobster meal.   



 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND MEALS 
 
 
 

Short-term groups stay in VOHM’s ministry home in Berard, a rural village about a half-hour from the city of 
Cap-Haitien.  This place, our base of operations for missions teams, is equipped to host many people at once.  By 
Haitian standards, the house is considered quite luxurious, with generator-powered electricity and indoor plumb-
ing.  By U.S. standards it is simple but reasonably clean and modern.  There is a guest house with bunk beds, bath-
rooms, toilets, sinks, and showers.  Please bring along a pillow, twin-sized sheets and an old towel that you can 
leave in Haiti at the end of your trip.   
 

We recommend that you bring a bodily insect repellent containing DEET (diethylmethyltoluamide), in 30%–35% 
strength for adults and 6%–10% for children.  You may also wish to bring a can of Raid to be used to spray your 
sleeping quarters daily.  A mosquito net for sleeping under is also a must. 
 

There are  bathrooms with showers for groups to use.  A well pumped by a generator supplies the house with cold 
water  (no hot water) for bathing.  Showers should be kept short because the water tank holds only 400 gallons, 
which doesn‘t go far for a house full of people.  Get wet, turn off the water, soap up, then rinse off.  When the wa-
ter runs out, the generator must be turned on to run the well pump to fill the tank again.  Be sure not to drink the 
well-water or even brush your teeth with it.  Bring along a few mirrors so that some team members can shave or 
comb their hair while others are in the bathroom. 
 

Ladies, used sanitary items should be wrapped well and placed in a plastic bag and disposed of in the garbage out-
side the house regularly.  Ask someone in the house where garbage should be placed. 
 

For your stay, you should bring Lysol or Clorox disinfecting wipes to maintain bathroom cleanliness.   Please set 
up a rotation for members of your group to take turns with housekeeping duties to keep things in order each day.   
 
A note on cleanliness:  the best way to prevent the spread of germs and illness is to wash your hands thoroughly, 
and often.  The Haitian people are friendly and eager to shake hands with visitors.  Be careful not to touch your 
face, especially your mouth, nose and eyes.  Carry waterless antibacterial soap with you, and use it throughout the 
day.  Even cholera is easily prevented by simple, frequent hand washing. 
 

Your team should not invite neighborhood children or adults (even those attending services on the grounds) into 
the ministry house at any time.   We are careful to keep the house secure and lock doors as is appropriate, but Vi-
sion of Hope Ministries accepts no responsibility for your personal belongings.  Be mindful of your valuables – 
including cameras, wallets, passports, money, camcorders and so on.  We advise that your passport and entry card 
to the country be kept on your person. 
  
Wonderful cooks are employed who will prepare and serve your meals every day.  Typical foods served include 
rice and beans, eggs, turkey or chicken, goat (watch out for sharp bones), hot dogs, meatballs, macaroni and 
cheese, lasagna, bread, oatmeal, french fries and seasonal fruits and vegetables.  Safe, bottled water from a Culli-
gan plant is readily available. 
 
 

In Haiti you won’t be able to visit a grocery or convenience store, so plan ahead by bringing snacks with you.  
Suggestions are crackers or cookies, pre-wrapped snacks, dried fruit, trail mix, candy that doesn’t melt, peanut 
butter.  Be sure to bring a plastic container with a tight fitting lid to store these in.  A water bottle to be filled each 
day is indispensable.   
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SHORT-TERM TRIP COSTS 
 

In preparation to host a group, food and supplies are purchased in advance.  Haitians will be hired to go to market, cook, clean, 
and transport your group during your stay.  We operate Vision of Hope Ministries on a conservative budget that does not pro-
vide funds for hosting missions groups; the following fees help to ensure your group’s ministry opportunities. This is an esti-
mate of typical trip expenses.  Please note that all trip fees and in Haiti flight fees (if applicable) must reach the VOHM 

office six weeks before your trip departure date.  Failure to do so may result in trip cancellation. 
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Group Administrative Fee-Non refundable, per group/per trip.  This fee must be paid in order to reserve your 
dates on our calendar.  First come, first served. 
 
Group Host Fee-The group host is an individual who is hired to accompany your group day and night during 
your stay.  He/she will serve as the main translator and will likely be the one who meets your plane when you 
arrive in Haiti.   
 
Additional Interpreters-The size and nature of your group may require an extra interpreter or two. 

100.00 
 
 

200.00 
 
 
 

150.00 each 

Group Fees  The following fees are charged per group and can be divided among team members: 

Commercial Flight into Port au Prince-The booking of commercial flights into Haiti is the responsibility of 
individual team members.  American Airlines, Spirit, and Air France all fly into Port au Prince.  Contact info 
for these airlines is on the next page.  Last commuter flight north to Cap Haitien leaves at 3:30 pm.  Be sure you 
factor this into your flight plans.  The airport for this commuter flight is not the same airport you will use for 
your flight into Haiti. Not needed if you fly directly in to Cap Haitien. 
 
Taxi Service in Port au Prince-After you arrive in Port au Prince on your commercial flight, you will need 
transportation to a smaller airport for your flight north to Cap Haitien.  We will arrange for taxi service for you 
and your team.  The fee for this service can be between $5-$15 per person/ride.  You will need this service on 
your way out of Haiti as well.  Please have $30 U.S. in fives and ones available for this service.  Your group 
host will advise you on paying.  Not needed for direct flights into Cap Haitien. 
 
In-Haiti Flight-To reach Cap Haitien, you will need to fly north on a small commuter plane.  Price for a round-
trip flight is currently $200/person as of January 2013.  You can make this reservation at www.tortugair.com  
Not needed if you fly directly into Cap Haitien. 
 
Host In-Haiti Flight-Your host will fly to Port au Prince to meet you and help you make your flight connection 
north, and then will return with you to Port au Prince to assist you in your departure.  This will require two 
round trip tickets for your host @ $200 each.  This expense can be divided among team members.  Not needed 
if you fly directly into Cap Haitien. 

Price varies 
 
 
 
 
 

30.00 
 
 
 
 

200.00 
 
 
 

400.00 

 
 
 
 

Living and Ministry Expenses 

350.00/wk- 
50.00day 

 
 

Varies 
 
 

65.00 

Travel to Cap Haitien through Port au Prince  The following charges apply to groups who fly into Port au Prince and 
then will need to fly on a small in country flight north to Cap Haitien.   

Room and Board in Haiti-This covers all meals, lodging, and in-Haiti ground transportation.    
 
Ministry/Project Fee-This fee depends on the type of trip you are planning.  For construction type trips, a typi-
cal ministry fee is $200-$300/person. Ministry teams who bring all their materials with them are not charged a 
ministry fee.  Please contact our office to discuss this fee at 715-546-3834. 
 
Exit Tax-Some airlines build this fee into their ticket price; some make it an additional charge as you leave 
Haiti.  Check with your airline to know for sure. 



RECOMMENDED AIRLINES TO USE TO GET TO HAITI 
 
 

 
MFI- Missionary Flights International, phone # 772-462-2395, www.missionaryflights.org  When calling them, mention 
that you are traveling to Haiti with VOHM. This is for a flight from Ft. Pierce, Florida to Cap Haitien, Haiti.  MFI flies 
only on Tuesday and Thursday.  You will also need transportation from your area to Ft. Pierce. Please call the number 

listed here for up to date pricing info.  

 
IBC Travel– Offers 7 weekly round trip flights to Cap Haitien from Fort Lauderdale and Miami.  Call 1-866-422-7000 
or visit them on the web to make reservations at www.ibctravel.com.   

 
 

AMERICAN AIRLINES- phone # 800-433-7300.  www.aa.com American flies into Port au Prince, Haiti where you 
will need to pay for another connecting flight to Cap Haitien on Tortug.  The last Tortug flight north to Cap-Haitian is 
usually around 3:45 p.m.  Make your reservations with Tortug at www.tortugair.com 
 
 SPIRIT AIRLINES-phone # 800-772-7117.  www.spiritair.com  This airline is new and can take you into Port au 
Prince.  A connecting flight north to Cap Haitien with Tortug will also be necessary.  The last Tortug flight north to Cap-
Haitian is usually around 3:45 p.m.  Reservations on Tortug can be made at www.tortugair.com 
 
AIR FRANCE-phone # 800-992-3932.  http://www.airfrance.com/  A connecting flight to Cap Haitien with Tortug will 
be necessary.  The last Tortug flight north to Cap-Haitian is usually around 3:45 p.m. Reservations with Tortug can be 
made at www.tortugair.com 
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Direct Flights into Cap Haitien from the U.S. 

Flights Into Port au Prince 

Flights to Santiago, Dominican Republic 
 
Some groups opt to reach Cap Haitien by flying into Santiago, Dominican Republic and then taking a bus into Haiti.  
The following was the price for getting a team of 16 construction workers from Santiago across the border and into Haiti 
in January of 2012.  If you are considering this route, please contact the VOHM office before booking your flights. 

Both American Airlines and Spirit Airlines fly into Santiago, Dominican Republic.  Use the contact informa-
tion listed above for more details.  The border between Haiti and the Dominican Republic closes at 4pm.  The 
bus ride from Santiago to the Haitian border takes about four hours.  This needs to be factored into your plans.  
Often, a flight into Santiago will require an overnight stay at a hotel near the airport the day your flight lands.  
The next morning, after breakfast, you  take the bus to the border.  Contact our office for more details. 

Total round trip border fees per person             46.00  
Hotel and food per person/1 night, 2 meals       60.00                                   
Total border fee for host for two round trips     92.00   
Hotel and food for host for two round trips     120.00                                                                                 
Fuel for VOHM bus/2 round trips                   300.00                            
Bus as taxi from Santiago to Dajabon X 2       600.00  
                                (if not using VOHM bus)                                                                

The prices are based on a team’s need to 
spend the night in Santiago.  It takes 
approx. 4 hours to travel from the airport 
to the Haitian border which closes at 
4pm daily.  If your trip does not require 
an overnight you can deduct overnight 
expenses for team members and hosts. 

Room and Board fees are due in our VOHM-U.S. office no later than six weeks before your departure date along 

with all individual applications and release forms.  
 

Ministry and Project Expense fees for your group are due in our VOHM-U.S. office no later than six weeks be-
fore your departure date. 

 
You can mail these fees to: VOHM, Box 681, Eagle River, WI  54521 or you can pay these fees online at  

www.vohmhaiti.com  Click on the Donate tab  and then scroll down to the section entitled 
Missions Trips. 



PLANNING TIMELINE 
This is an ideal schedule that may help ensure a smooth trip; however, trips may be planned and executed with 

shorter notice. 

 
Eight Months prior to trip 
 Finalize your decision to put together a missions team. 

Announce trip, recruit team members and distribute applications. 
 Set dates with the Vision of Hope office. 

Send your Group Application and $100 Group Administrative Fee to VOHM office within two 
weeks. 
Begin passport application or renewal.  It is not recommended to travel with a passport whose expira-
tion date will occur less than six months from the day you plan to return home. 

Seven Months prior to trip 
 Collect and review applications and select team members. 

Team members should visit the Dr. and follow any instructions they receive concerning the appropri-
ate vaccinations and precautions for their trip. 

Six Months prior to trip 
Call airlines or a travel agent to get an estimate for ticket prices. 
Hold a team meeting to discuss project ideas and plan fund raisers. 

 Set tentative project plans with VOHM office. 
 Determine cost of trip and set fund raising goals. 
Three Months prior to trip 

Begin meeting twice a month as a team to pray, plan and review progress. 
Team members should send out personal support letters to family and friends. 
Touch base with VOHM office to confirm project plans and discuss details. 

 Hold a fund raiser. 
Begin project preparations, as needed  (for example, if doing a VBS, start working on stories, songs, 
puppet show, crafts, etc.  If doing evangelism, go through training and role-playing.) 
Start collecting supplies and relief goods from your church family. 

Two Months prior to trip 
Send Individual Applications, Medical Forms, and Liability Waivers to the VOHM office. 

 Touch base with VOHM office. 
 Have another fund raiser.  

Purchase airline tickets and make any needed hotel reservations. 
Send Room and Board and Project Fee money for each member to the VOHM office. 

One Month prior to trip 
Leader should confirm that each team member has passport and that remaining funds are being gath-
ered. 
Have a “boot camp” experience – a whole day or overnight trip together to establish unity. 
(For example: work in a soup kitchen,  perform community service, visit a high ropes course, etc.) 

 Continue praying together and reviewing plans. 
Touch base with VOHM office to finalize plans. 

One Week prior to trip 
Leader should collect $65 Exit Tax from each team member if this fee isn’t part of the plane fare 
price.   
Weigh bags, distribute supplies for team to help carry to Haiti.  Check your airline for current bag-
gage limits and fees and carry on guidelines. 

 Review documents and confirm reservations. 
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TRAVELING PROTOCOL 
 
Upon arrival in Haiti you will need to turn in a Customs Declaration for the Haitian government.  This form 
is normally filled out onboard the plane after departing the United States.  In some cases, the stewardesses 
will assist you with this.  The first few spaces on the form are self-explanatory.  Please fill out the following 
lines as designated: 
 
Nationality U.S. Citizen 
Passport Number Can be found printed on your passport 
Arriving From The city of your departing airport in the U.S.  (If flying on MFI, this will be Fort Pierce, Florida) 
Carrier Initials of the airline and your flight number-ask your stewardess for these. 
Occupation Check the appropriate box 
Purpose of Visit Mark the “Recreation” box 
Address in Haiti Mark “Private Home” and on the line above, write College Susan Schuenke RUE 25H Cap-Haitien 
Signature Sign the form 

 
After you have cleared Immigrations in Haiti, the agent will give you a hard copy of this form-a little green 

square of paper.  Keep this copy safe. It will be required, along with your passport, in order to depart 
Haiti.  

 
It is recommended that you make two copies of your passport and any identification you may carry.  Leave 
one copy with someone in the US and take the second copy with you, but keep it in a place separate from 
where you will keep the original documents.  This can be very helpful in the event that a document is lost.  
 
Your luggage will be inspected by customs officials upon arrival in Haiti, as part of airport procedure.  Be 
polite and cooperative and do not joke around with them.  Make sure you have your luggage claim check 
handy as you de-plane.  Upon arrival in Haiti, locals may ask for you luggage claim check in an effort to help 
you – in return for a tip.  It is best to refuse their assistance and handle the claiming of your luggage by your-
self.   Be prepared for children approaching you, begging for a dollar.  Likewise, you should refuse in order 
to avoid drawing a crowd or putting yourself at risk. 
 
While in Haiti, many people – especially children – may approach you and explain their hardships.  What you 
should realize is that when Americans are visiting Cap-Haitien, neighborhood children who do not usually 
attend services frequently show up at church in an effort to get hand-outs.  The needs in Haiti are certainly 
great; please do not hand out anything without first discussing doing so with Pastor Henoc or your host.  
Those with true needs are always directed to speak with their church deacons, who are given a special fund 
every month from Vision of Hope to distribute to families in distress.  If you have a question or concern, 
please ask Henoc or your host. 
 
We do not recommend that you give your address or telephone number to anyone.  This only will invite so-
licitation letters and, in some cases, collect phone calls from Haiti with requests for your money.  The best 
way to help the people in Haiti is to give to an established ministry which is organized to help people on a 
widespread basis and  is set up to handle individual crisis situations as they arise.  If you have questions about 
a particular situation while in Haiti, Pastor Henoc is the best resource for answers. 
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HEALTH INFORMATION 
 
There are no specific immunization requirements for entry into Haiti.  Of course, there are basic immuniza-
tions that every traveler should have, including tetanus, measles, mumps, rubella and polio.   
 
The National Center for Infectious Diseases offers excellent advice regarding travelers’ health.  You can visit 
their website, short-cutting directly to www.cdc.gov/travel/caribean.htm  to find information relevant to 
travel in Haiti.   
 
To be prepared for the health risks in Haiti, we formally ask that you make a visit to your Dr. and inform him 
of your travel plans.  Inform him/her that you will be staying in a rural area in northern Haiti but will be trav-
eling to a more urban city often.  He or she may well recommend the following: 
 

Make sure you are up-to-date on standard (childhood) vaccinations  
Immunization series for Hepatitis A  (two shots six months apart) 
Immunization series for Hepatitis B  (three shots two and four months apart) 
Tetanus shot (make sure you have had one in the last five years) 
Malaria medication – generally pills taken before, during and after trip 
Typhoid medication – generally pills 
Cholera has also been present in Haiti for the past few years.  Be sure to discuss this with your medical pro-
fessional.  The very best defense against cholera is simple, frequent hand washing. 
 
Check with your local county health department to see whether they offer vaccinations, which will be less 
expensive than receiving them from your doctor.   If you begin the Hepatitis A and B vaccination series but 
are not able to complete them due to a lack of time before your trip, you can count on at least some degree of 
protection.  Your health care provider is the best source of advice on the matter of immunizations. 
 
The National Center for Infectious Diseases states that “Travelers to all areas of Haiti are at risk for malaria.”  
As of January 2006 their recommendation was to take chloroquine or hydroxychloroquine sulfate to prevent 
malaria in Haiti.   
 
Be sure to bring medication for common ailments such as headache, diarrhea, constipation and nausea, as 
such things are difficult to come by in Haiti.  Carry your personal medications in their original containers.  
Keep them with you as you travel in case the airlines lose your luggage.  Be sure you have an adequate sup-
ply for the duration of your trip. 
 
Medical care is available in Cap-Haitien and in Milot (near the ministry house) through missions hospitals in 
case of an emergency.   However, these hospitals may not always be easily accessed depending on where you 
are.  Exercise care and your best judgment at all times to help prevent accidents and injury.   
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CLOTHING 

 
The weather will be hot and humid, so be sure that your clothing is lightweight yet durable...and appropriate 
for your various activities during your trip.  The Haitian people are modest in their dress and we ask that your 
group dress likewise.  Here are our suggestions for your wardrobe: 
 

Wear light-weight, light-colored clothing.  Cotton is the best fabric for breath ability.  Aim for comfort, not 
for style.  Shop for your trip at thrift stores and yard sales and clean out your closets.  Many groups wear 
clothing that they can leave behind in Haiti at the end of their trip.   
 
Most Haitian women wear dresses everyday, but team members can also wear jeans and modest, longer 
shorts.  While jeans are acceptable for men or women during work projects, they may be too heavy in the 
heat.  Lightweight pants are preferable. 
 
T-shirts should be plain, without flashy or questionable advertising.  Men may wear sleeveless shirts when 
working on construction projects.  Sleeveless dresses and blouses are suitable for ladies, but please do not 
wear fitted tank tops, particularly those with spaghetti straps. 
 
Haitians dress up for church services and you will not want to feel underdressed.  Please bring at least one 
nice outfit to wear on Sunday morning and at least one other option for week night services.  Men should 
wear collared shirts and may wish to wear a tie on Sunday.  Women should wear a nice dress for church. 
 
Socks and tennis shoes are best for the rugged, unpredictable terrain.  It is very dusty – or very muddy – de-
pending on the season.  Bring shoes that are good enough to prevent blisters and give you good support, but 
old enough to get very dirty and perhaps left or thrown away.  Many bring sandals to wear, but remember that 
the terrain is rugged and walking will likely be easier in tennis shoes or hiking shoes. 
 
Bring flip-flops to wear in the shower.  If your team is planning to visit the beach, please bring modest, one-
piece swimwear. 
 
When it comes to jewelry, the most conservative thing is to leave it at home.  In addition to putting you at 
greater risk, it may be offensive to the people with whom you will be working in comparison to standard of 
living.  At least only wear the most basic jewelry, such as simple wristwatches, simple wedding bands and 
small earrings.  Haitian males do not wear earrings, so we ask that the men on your team do likewise. 
 
Bring along bandanas to keep the dust out of your hair, nose and mouths while traveling.  They also come in 
handy for wetting to cool off your face and neck and wipe away sweat.   
 

LAUNDRY 
 
Hired ladies will cook and take care of the house during your trip.  They are willing to hand-wash your laun-
dry for you.  But unlike in America, where we wash our clothes often after one wearing, make sure your 
clothing is dirty before asking them to wash it.  Depending on the weather, your laundry may take a couple of 
days to be returned to you.  Also, laundry is more rustic in Haiti so do not ask the ladies to wash precious gar-
ments that could be easily damaged.  You may wish to bring along detergent in a Ziploc bag. 



PACKING LIST 
 
Try to pack lightly because you will have to carry your own luggage.  Please double check with the airline you 
are using for the current guidelines and restrictions concerning luggage. The airlines to Haiti have weight limits 
on the amount of luggage you bring, so weigh your bags in advance to avoid surprises.  Bring older, durable lug-
gage that can withstand dust and dirt.  If possible, stick to one suitcase and one carry-on.  It is wise to include a 
couple days worth of clothing in your carry on with additional necessities in a backpack that can be stowed under 
your plane seat in case the airlines lose your luggage. 
 

PACKING LIST 
 
Documents – passport and driver’s license (also bring a photocopy, packed separately.  And leave a photocopy 
back home with a trusted family member or friend), important phone numbers 
 

Clothing (as outlined earlier) 

T-shirts, pants, dresses and skirts, clothing for church, shorts, pajamas, underwear and socks, swimsuit 

Shoes – gym shoes, shower shoes, dress shoes for church, rugged everyday shoes 

Personal care items (soap, shampoo, deodorant, powder, toothbrush, toothpaste, etc.) 

Prescription and over-the-counter medications, in original containers 

Toilet paper (one or two rolls) and facial tissues 

Disinfecting wipes for keeping the bathroom clean 

Plastic grocery bags for toilet paper waste 

Towel and washcloth, pillow (if needed), sheets and pillowcase 

Hat, bandanas, sunglasses and sunscreen 

Mosquito repellant and insecticide 

Mosquito netting for your bed 

Camera and film (it is possible to charge your camera at the ministry house while the generator is running) 

Flashlight and extra batteries 

Travel alarm clock 

Bible, journal and pen 

Water bottle or two (can be brought empty) 

Waterless hand sanitizer 

Work gloves (for construction teams) 

Any needed electrical appliances designed for 110V. 

Snacks in a tight sealing plastic container(as suggested earlier) 
 
Your luggage will be inspected by customs officials upon arrival as part of airport procedure.  Be polite and co-
operative and do not joke around with them.  Make sure you have your luggage claim check handy as you de-
plane.  Upon arrival in Haiti, locals may ask for you luggage claim check in an effort to help you – in return for a 
tip.  It is best to refuse their assistance and handle the claiming of your luggage by yourself.   Be prepared for 
children approaching you, begging for a dollar.  Likewise, you should refuse in order to 
avoid drawing a crowd or putting yourself at risk. vision of hope 
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PROJECT SUPPLIES 
 

Some groups like to collect goods to pass out to children or families.  If you do this, please consult Henoc 
about passing out the goods, so you do not get stampeded by desperate mothers who want to get what they 
can for their children.  And be sure the context is right.  Small toys and gifts for kids are best used as Sunday 
School or VBS rewards, rather than simply being hand-outs from “rich Americans.”   Henoc can help you 
find the best way to distribute supplies such as food, clothing or toiletries; also, supplies can be left for local 
church leaders to pass out in a timely manner. 
 
You can get your church involved by designating a Sunday every month to collect specific items, such as a 
“Toothbrush Sunday” or “Soap Sunday.“  We suggest the following items: 
 
For families – shoes (used but in good condition; appropriate for hot climate – very much needed),  toiletries, 
school supplies. 
 
For children – hard, wrapped candies that don’t melt, crayons and coloring pages, tiny toys (like from kid’s 
meals), hair barrettes, balls, stickers. 
 
If your team wishes to ship collected items or other supplies that you will be using for your project in ad-
vance of your trip, please send packages to: 
 
Henoc Lucien 
Unit 1026-VOHM 
3170 Airmans Drive 
Ft. Pierce, FL  34946 
 
MFI (Missionary Flights International) brings mail and packages to Henoc on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
Their rate for shipping to Haiti is $ 1.50 per pound, which they bill directly to Vision of Hope Ministries.  So 
in addition to shipping your packages to MFI via USPS, please cover the cost of having your packages deliv-
ered by MFI to Haiti by sending a check to: 
 
MFI  
3170 Airmans Drive 
Ft. Pierce, FL  34946 
 
Be sure and include a note stating what ministry (VOHM) your check is for so that our account is credited for 
this expense. 
 
If your project necessitates the shipping of excessive amounts of supplies please notify us before you send it.  
We will need to be prepared to pay customs upon receiving these items.   
 
For further information and help, please contact our U.S. office at 715-546-3834 or email us at 

vohmhaiti@nnex.net   Our Administrative Coordinator, Karen Patterson, will assist you in every aspect of 

your experience.   
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SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER 
 
 
 
 

Date 
 
 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
I want to share with you my excitement about an upcoming missions trip to Cap-Haitien, Haiti.  In 
__________ I will be joining a team of ten others from my church as we serve together for one week. 
 
Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere, full of turmoil and paralyzed by its voodoo culture.  
Our team will be interacting with impoverished people – families in desperate situations, dealing hardship 
and hunger.   We will be working alongside Vision of Hope Ministries, a church-planting organization that 
aims to meet needs spiritually and physically.   God is doing a great work through His church in Haiti!  Peo-
ple are coming to Christ, finding hope in a land of chaos, and a sense of purpose in their walk with Him.  
 
The main focus of this trip will be to work on a construction project, helping to complete work on a church 
facility.  The days will be long and hot, and I would appreciate your prayers for our team’s safety and endur-
ance.  In addition, we will participate in church services and have an opportunity to share our testimonies to 
encourage the Haitian believers.   
 
Our team has great anticipation for this trip, because we desire to minister to people in need.  But we also 
know that our own lives will be impacted by this experience.   
 
As I make plans for this trip, part of my responsibility is to raise support for transportation, food, lodging, and 
project  
expenses.  This amount totals ___________.   I would be very grateful if you would consider helping me 
reach this goal.  If you would like to make a financial contribution, you should make your check out to  
(name of your church), indicating “missions trip” on the memo, and send it to my home address before ( your 
deadline).  This gift will be tax-deductible. 
 
Please keep me in your prayers as I embark on this trip.  I truly appreciate your support. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Your name 
 
 





GROUP APPLICATION 
 
 
Name of Church/Organization  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Denomination  ________________________________________     Pastor’s Name  ________________________________ 
 
Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number  _____________________________     Church E-mail  __________________________________________ 
 
 

TEAM LEADER INFORMATION   
 
Name  __________________________________________________     Date of Birth  ______________________________ 
 
Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone  ________________________________     Evening Phone Number ________________________________ 
 
E-mail  _________________________________________      If married, Spouse’s First Name  _______________________ 
 
Have you been to Haiti before?  ____________     With Vision of Hope Ministries?  _________________________________ 
 
If so, please give dates and details:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

TRIP INFORMATION 
 
Trip dates set with VOHM office  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Expected participants:        ______  Men         ______  Women         ______   Boys (under 18)          ______  Girls (under 18) 
 
Which types of work most interest your group?  (Check all that apply) 
 
____  Heavy Construction – cement and brick work, tiling, electrical wiring, plumbing, welding, carpentry 

____  Light Construction – painting, cleaning   ____  Evangelism – door-to-door visitation, street witnessing 

____  Medical or Dental Clinics    ____  English Camps – teaching English to children or adults 

____  Children’s Ministries – VBS, Sunday School, etc.  ____  Sports Camps – sharing the gospel in a sports outreach 

____  Youth Ministry – events for students in secondary school ____  Counseling Ministry – with individuals or couples 

____  Sharing Testimonies – in worship services    ____  Leadership Training – building up our local church leaders 

____  Other Ideas:  __________________________________  

 

Please list the special skills and abilities of your team:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please enclose your group's $100 administrative fee with this application and send to: 

Vision of Hope Ministries  ·  P.O. Box 681  ·  Eagle River, WI  54521 





INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION 
 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Name  ______________________________________________     Gender   (  ) M   (  ) F      Date of Birth  ______________________ 
 
Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Telephone  ___________________________________      Evening Telephone   ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail  ___________________________________________      If married, Spouse’s First Name  _______________________________ 
 
Occupation  _____________________________________     Church  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Passport are necessary to travel to Haiti.  Do you have a passport?   (  ) Yes  (  ) No   (  ) Currently processing   (  ) Will apply immediately 
 
 Passport Number  ____________________________________________     Expiration Date  ____________________ 
 
Why do you wish to join this team?  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you been to Haiti before?  ____________     With Vision of Hope Ministries?  __________________________________________ 
 
If so, please give details:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List specific skills and gifts that you are able to contribute to this team  
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We are all in different places in our spiritual journey.  Please describe your relationship with God  ________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to minister in a worship service while in Haiti?  (For example, sharing your testimony or musical gifts).  Please explain. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MEDICAL INFORMATION 
 
Do you take any medication regularly?    (  ) Yes    (  ) No    Explain  _______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you have any allergies?  Explain  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you had a Tetanus shot/booster within the past five years?    (  ) Yes    (  ) No     (  )  I will receive this vaccination before this trip  

 
EMERGENCY CONTACT   
 
Name  _________________________________________________________        Relationship  ________________________________ 
 
Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Telephone  ___________________________________      Evening Telephone   ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail  ________________________________________________  
 

Your completed application is due to your team leader two months prior to your trip. 





RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
For adults eighteen years of age and older 

 
 

In consideration of being accepted by Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. for participation in a short-term missions trip 

in Haiti, I hereby acknowledge that I do this service for God and Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. and that I am re-

ceiving no wages for this service, from ___________________________ to ___________________________.   

                                          Starting date of trip                           Ending date of trip 

 
I understand all reasonable safety precautions will be taken at all times by Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. and its 
employees and agents while hosting my participation.  I understand that Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. is a non-
profit missions organization and as such does not carry liability insurance for any loss due to damage which may 
occur outside the United States.  I understand the possibility of unforeseen hazards and know the inherent possibil-
ity of risk.  I do hereby release, forever discharge and agree to hold harmless Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc., its 
directors and its employees thereof from any and all liability, claims or demands for personal injury, sickness or 
death, as well as any property damage and expenses, of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the un-
dersigned and the participant that occur while said person is participating in work or recreational activities in Haiti 
with Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. 
 
The undersigned further agrees to hold harmless and indemnify said Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc., its directors, 
employees and agents for any liability sustained by said acts of said participant, including any expenses incurred 
attendant thereto. 
 
I understand that if I engage in activities which adversely affect the Christian testimony and moral standards of 
Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. I will be subject to immediate dismissal from participation with them and will be 
responsible to make alternate lodging and transportation arrangements, at my own expense. 
 
I consent to the use of any video images, photographs, audio recordings or any other visual or audio reproduction 
that may be taken of the subject of this release while in Haiti to be used, distributed or shown as Vision of Hope 
Ministries, Inc. sees fit. 
 
I am aware of the recommendations of Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. regarding seeking a physician’s approval of 
good health appropriate for travel to Haiti, Tetanus shots/boosters, Hepatitis A vaccinations, Hepatitis B vaccina-
tions and preventative medications for Typhoid and Malaria.  The undersigned acknowledges personal responsibil-
ity to choose whether to follow these recommendations and agrees to hold harmless and indemnify Vision of Hope 
Ministries, Inc. in the event of the development of any disease or any other health problems incurred by the subject 
of this release while in Haiti. 
 
 
Signature  ________________________________________________   Date  ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned consents to the admission of medical intervention, including but not limited to first-aid, hospitali-
zation, injections, anesthesia, surgery or any other form of medical treatment necessitated by illness or injury that 
may require the same.  In the event of the necessity of such care or treatment as heretofore described, the under-
signed agrees to hold harmless and indemnify said Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc., its directors, employees and 
agents from any acts of malfeasance, and/or failure to act on the part of those chosen to administer medical care on 
behalf of the participant.   
 
 
Signature  ________________________________________________   Date  ____________________________ 
 
 





RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
For minors under the age of eighteen 

 
 
As parent/legal guardian of _______________________________________, I have reviewed the information regarding the participation of 

the subject of this release in a short-term missions trip to Haiti with Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. and I give my permission for the subject’s 

participation from ___________________________ to ___________________________.   

          Starting date of trip                        Ending date of trip 

 
I hereby acknowledge that in participating in a short-term missions trip in Haiti, the said participant does this service for God and Vision of 
Hope Ministries, Inc. and is receiving no wages for this service.     
 

I understand all reasonable safety precautions will be taken at all times by Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. and its employees and agents 
while hosting the participation of the subject of this release.  I understand that Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. is a non-profit organization and 
as such does not carry liability insurance for any loss due to damage which may occur outside the United States.   
 
I understand the possibility of unforeseen hazards and know the inherent possibility of risk.  I do hereby release, forever discharge and 
agree to hold harmless Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc., its directors and its employees thereof from any and all liability, claims or demands 
for personal injury, sickness or death, as well as any property damage and expenses, of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by 
the undersigned and the said participant that occur while said person is participating in work or recreational activities in Haiti with Vision of 
Hope Ministries, Inc. 
 
The undersigned further agrees to hold harmless and indemnify said Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc., its directors, employees and agents for 
any liability sustained by said acts of said participant, including any expenses incurred attendant thereto. 
 

I understand that if the said participant engages in activities which adversely affect the Christian testimony and moral standards of Vision of 
Hope Ministries, Inc. the said participant will be subject to immediate dismissal, returned home early at my own expense. 
 

I consent to the use of any video images, photographs, audio recordings or any other visual or audio reproduction that may be taken of the 
subject of this release while in Haiti to be used, distributed or shown as Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. sees fit. 
 
I am aware of the recommendations of Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. regarding seeking a physician’s approval of good health appropriate 
for travel to Haiti, Tetanus shots/boosters, Hepatitis A vaccinations, Hepatitis B vaccinations and preventative medications for Typhoid and 
Malaria.  The undersigned acknowledges personal responsibility to choose whether to follow these recommendations and agrees to hold 
harmless and indemnify Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc. in the event of the development of any disease or any other health problems incurred 
by the subject of this release while in Haiti. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature  _____________________________________________________ Date  ________________________________ 
 
Signature of participant  ________________________________________________________ Date  ________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
As parent/legal guardian of  ________________________________________,  I understand that in the event medical intervention is 
needed, every attempt will be made to contact me immediately, using the telephone numbers listed below.  In the event I cannot be reached 
in an emergency, I hereby give my permission to the physician or dentist selected by the agents or employees of Vision of Hope Ministries, 
Inc. to hospitalize, secure medical treatment, and/or order an injection, anesthesia, surgery or any other form of medical treatment that is 
necessitated by illness or injury that may require the same for the subject of this release.  In the event of the necessity of such care or  
treatment as heretofore described, the undersigned agrees to hold harmless and indemnify said Vision of Hope Ministries, Inc., its directors, 
employees and agents from any acts of malfeasance, and/or failure to act on the part of those chosen to administer medical care on behalf 
of the participant.   
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature  _____________________________________________________ Date  ________________________________ 
 
Signature of participant  ________________________________________________________ Date  ________________________________ 

 
Completed liability waiver should be turned in to your team leader one month prior to your trip. 




