
At the request of Friends of Saxon-
ville, Framingham’s City Council will 
be hosting and convening a commu-
nity forum on a proposed renewal of 
Saxonville’s McGrath Square on May 
31, 2018 at Cameron Middle School 
at 6:30 pm. All Framingham resi-
dents and businesses are welcome.

City councilor-at-large George King 
has been working with at-large 
councilor Cheryl Tully Stoll, and 
councilors from District 1 (Charlie 
Sisitsky), District 2 (Pam Richard-
son), and District 4 (Mike Can-
non), who each represent different 
areas of Saxonville, to organize the 
meeting. The Department of Public 
Works staff will be present as well.

The last formal consideration of 
comprehensive design improve-

ments to the McGrath Square area 
was more than 50 years ago. The 
current initiative emerged out of 
over two years of investigation by 
the FOS Village Center Improvement 
Committee, their discussions with 
city (then town) departments, and 
a Villages study of Saxonville and 
Nobscot completed for the City’s 
Economic Development Investment 
Corporation a couple of years ago. 

FOS has identified possible goals for 
the Square and strategies to achieve 
them: 

•  Improving public safety through 
better roadway design and traffic 
control 

Continued on back page

McGrath Square Renewal is Focus 
of May 31, 2018 City Meeting

by Steve Weisman
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Celebrating Saxonville and it’s History Since 1998

Mayor Spicer  
Featured at FOS
Annual Meeting

by Steve Weisman

The 2018 Annual Meeting of Friends 
of Saxonville (FOS), hosted by its 
Board of Directors, attracted 120 
members and non-members to  
Saxonville’s Stapleton Elementary 
School on April 26, 2018. The  
meeting featured Framingham’s first 
Mayor Yvonne Spicer as its keynote 
speaker. Other elected City officials 
attending the meeting included City 
Councilors Charlie Sisitsky (District 1), 
Pam Richardson (District 2), and Mike 
Cannon (District 4), each of whom 
represents a portion of Saxonville, 
and City Councilor-at-Large  
George King.

2018 is the 20th anniversary of the 
founding of Friends of Saxonville. In 
welcoming remarks, David Longden, 
current FOS president, reflected on 
FOS’s accomplishments to date. He 
identified issues and opportunities 
that FOS is focused on today,  
including local community and  
economic development, village  
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Mayor speaks about the Athenaeum.

Continued on page 3



Sudbury River Ponded Section 
Paddle

8:00 am to 10:00 am

Enjoy a calm canoe paddle, and 
learn about the history of the river in 
Saxonville and current threats from 
invasive aquatic vegetation. RSVP to 
reserve a canoe at ronchick@com-
cast.net, or bring your own. Meet at 
151 Central Street. Park on Central or 
a side street.

Saxonville Historical Walking Tours 
(2 Tours)

9:00 to 10:00 am and  
4:00 to 5:00 pm

Join Jennifer Doherty, Historic  
Preservation Planner with the  
Framingham Historical Commission 
and Historic District Commission on 
a walking tour of Saxonville focusing 
on its significant architectural and 
historic features. RSVP at (508) 532-
5455. Meet at the old Danforth Street 
Bridge.

Self-Guided Walk of Carol Getchell 
Nature Trail

10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Enjoy a self-guided Discovery Walk 
along the Sudbury River on the Carol 
Getchell Trail Boardwalk. Visit our  
table at the Old Danforth Street 
Bridge and construct your own 
levees and dams in our flood plain 
model. Begin your walk at Little 
Farms Road or at the Sudbury  
Landing entrance to the trail. Call the 
Conservation Office at (508) 532-
5460 for more information.

Saxonville Falls to Floodgates.

11:00 am to 12:30 pm 

Join FOS for an historical overview 
of the history of the Saxonville flood 
control gates and the levee featuring 
Kevin Swope, author of “The  
Saxonville Mills.” Able-bodied  
visitors will then walk onto the levee 
and down a grassy slope to the Mills 
where we will descend stairs to view 
Saxonville Falls from beneath the 
Central Street Bridge. Meet at  
the Saxonville Fire Station on  
Watson Place. For more  
information, contact Herb Everett 
at (781) 801-8824

Sudbury River Headwaters: Lake 
Cochituate to Cochituate Brook

1:00 to 3:00 pm 

Join a naturalist from the 
Framingham Conservation 
Commission for a walk along 
Cochituate Brook Trail to Lake 
Cochituate for a bit of history 
and information about the 
area. Meet at Reardon Park, 
4 Maymont Drive. Leashed 
dogs welcome. For more 
information, contact  
Clayton Hutchinson at 
(508) 532-5460.

For more detailed information and 
updates about Framingham events at 
www.FriendsofSaxonville.org.

For information about other events 
on Saturday/Sunday, visit www.sud-
bury-assabet-concord.org. ◆

Celebrate RiverFest in Framingham –  
June 16, 2018

by Lynne Damianos
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River Stewards Update
by Ron Chick

Water chestnut hand-pulling in 2016

The Framingham Conservation  
Commission’s five-year effort to  
remediate the invasive aquatic  
vegetation crisis on the Sudbury  
River continues this summer. Last 
year’s effort has shown promising 
results, although hundreds of millions 
of viable seed nuts remain in the  
river sediment and will continue 
to germinate over the next several 
years. Diligence and perseverance 
will be needed to eradicate them. 

Want to help get involved? Join us 
for a community hand pulling of the 
invasive water chestnut on July 28th 
or July 29. See updated details at 
www.FriendsofSaxonville.org  
in June. ◆

?
Trivia Question

What road was formerly called 
the “Saxonville Road?”  

Answer found on back page.



Mayor speaking to full house.

center improvement, historic  
preservation, river stewardship, and 
trails management. 

Mayor Spicer’s talk addressed a mix 
of Framingham-wide and Saxon-
ville-specific matters. With respect to 
the City as a whole, she stressed the 
need to control spending and still 
build the infrastructure and provide 
the services the City, its residents, 
and its businesses need. 

She praised FOS’ long-term commit-
ment to neighborhood improvement, 

saying that strengthening 
Framingham’s neighborhoods 
and villages is a major goal 
of her administration. Mayor 
Spicer agreed that traffic 
control is an issue in Sax-
onville, as it is citywide. She 
pledged her commitment to 
a “complete streets” strategy, 
which stresses walkability, 
bikeways, and safety for all. 
She specifically identified 
McGrath Square as a location 
that deserves the City’s at-

tention. She stressed the importance 
of protecting local greenways and 
open space, praising the Getchell 
and Cochituate Rail Trails. She said 
that Framingham’s Athenaeum Hall 
in Saxonville should be restored as 
a community resource. She thanked 
FOS for its stewardship of the Sud-
bury River and praised our leader-
ship in efforts to eliminate invasive 
vegetation.

Taking questions from the audience, 
Mayor Spicer agreed that there is 
much we can do to improve our 
quality of life, and she stressed that, 
working together, there was much 
that we can accomplish. ◆

Align Credit Union

Baystone Development LLC 

Best Cuts for Men and Women 

Carby’s Lumber

Charlene Frary, Realtor® 

Realty Executives Boston West 

Cosmo Land, Inc.

Craig Sutton Entertainment 

Damianos Photography & 

 Publishing

Edwards Church, United Church 

of Christ

Ever DesignWorks

Fair Trade Caravans LLC 

Fluorolite Plastics

Framed in Time

Gene’s Trucking

Law Offices of Charles F. Rousseau 

McCarthy McKinney & 

Lawler Funeral Home 

Mediterranean Turkish Food 

Michael P. Cannon & Associates 

MTechnology, Inc.

Murphy’s Automotive

MutualOne Bank

Nikos Family Pizzeria

Past Prezence

Robinsons Hardware & Rental

S&L Sales – Promotional Products 

St. George Church

Samiotes Consultants Inc.

Saxon Laundry Mat

Saxonville Mills Cafe and Roastery 

Saxonville Realty Trust

Saxonville Studios

Saxony Barber Shop 

SensationWear

V.F.W. Post 929 Framingham 

Walgreen’s

Wally and Son Auto

FOS Business Members
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Mayor Spicer describes herself as 
a “dialoguer” and asked annual 
meeting attendees what was on 
their minds. Here is a sample of 
issues raised:

Q:  How can we get relief from traf-
fic congestion? Travel times are 
out of control.

Q:  What can the City do about haz-
ardous and noxious railroad ties 
being stored near Old Conn Path 
and Danforth Street? The smell 
of creosote is overpowering.

Q:  Can we make Athenaeum Hall 
Saxonville’s cultural center?

Q:  I want to keep my business in 
Saxonville, but parking here is a 
concern. How can the City help?

Q:  Can anything be done to “beau-
tify” the exterior of Saxonville 
Mills?

Q:  Will the City improve the traffic 
pattern in McGrath Square, 
allowing left hand turns onto 
Danforth Street and eliminat-
ing the hazardous turns from 
Concord Street onto Mechanic 
Street?

Q:  What can the City do to limit 
the impact of taxes on residents 
with limited means?

Q:  I’m concerned about the en-
vironment. How can we make 
Framingham a leader in munici-
pal sustainability?

Q:  Saxonville has a number of 
empty City buildings. How can 
they be repurposed?

Q:  Can we add more pedestrian 
crosswalks and better control 
speeding traffic?
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Questions to Mayor Spicer

Mayor Spicer Featured 
Continued from page 1

For more information, please visit 
www.FriendsofSaxonville.org.

◆ ◆ ◆



155 Hartford Street, Framingham   (508) 872-7021
www.carbyslumber.com

• DIGITAL PRINTING
SERVICE

One Stop Service
Take a picture, email it to

printing@framedintime.com
and have it framed

• MUSEUM GLASS
50% OFF!

31 Years of Picture Framing Experience

508-405-1792 • 2 Central St., Saxonville Mill • Framingham, MA  
Hours: M-F 8am-5pm, Saturday 9am-4pm • www.framedintime.com

Voted # 1
for 10 years
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Saxonville Mills 

The First Mills-wide Open Studios 
held April 7 and 8 was such a suc-
cess that there will be another one 
this fall! Details to come soon. In the 
meantime, enjoy a video of the event 
by Emily Schlictman online at https://
tinyurl.com/y9l86aqj. ◆

Historian Kevin Swope giving a tour 
during the Mills Open House.

from the VillageVIBES

Correction to The John Bent 
House article, Spring 2018

There were four (not three) houses 
built before 1700: the Bent,  
Gleason and Clayes houses plus the 
1696 Pike-Haven-Foster House  
(161 Belknap Road). 

Correction courtesy of Kathy and 
Ken Nowell. ◆

•  Replacing deteriorated roads and 
sidewalks entering and crossing the 
Square

•  Creating a walkable Square that 
encourages pedestrian traffic 
through more safer street crossings 
and improved traffic signals

•  Facilitating local economic  
activity by adding on-street and 
other parking 

•  Eliminating visual blight by under-
grounding overhead utility lines in 
the Square proper, converting all 
streetlights to new village standards, 
and attentively maintaining City 
property 

•  Making the Square a place to stop 
rather than one to pass through  
by planting shade trees, adding  
ornamental vegetation, and  
installing public seating

•  Connecting the past to the future 
by installing art and kiosks that  
celebrate Saxonville’s rich history

If you care about Saxonville’s village 
center, be sure to join us on May 31. ◆

McGrath Square Renewal  
Continued from page 1
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The Latest on Saxonville’s New 

Fire Station

According to City Facilities and Cap-
ital Project Director James Paolini, 
the City held a kick-off meeting with 
its contractor in late April 2018. The 
contractor plans to break ground in 
late May or early June, and antici-
pates completing construction in nine 
months. ◆

Answer to Trivia Question: Central Street




