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What’s in a Grade?
What assessments and standards really mean  

As we get ready to begin another school year, a 
question likely asked in every classroom, hallway, 
and at every dinner table will be repeated… often, 
“What grade did you get?”  

When I think about the traditional practice of 
grading students, I’m drawn to a statement 
educational researcher Roger Taylor made about 
grades.  Roger said that a traditional grade is 
“an inadequate report of a potentially inaccurate 

judgment by a potentially biased and variable judge of the extent to which 
a student has attained an undefined level of mastery of an unknown 
proportion of an indefinite material.”

That is a very fancy way of saying it’s almost impossible to define what a 
single grade really means.

When is a single grade ever used in real life?  What if I asked my wife to 
give me some feedback to help me be a better husband?  Would I know 
what I could do better if she gave me a letter grade like a B?  What makes 
me a B? Is it my personality?  My work ethic?  My parenting?  My manner 
of dress?  If I truly wanted to be the best husband I could be, wouldn’t I ask 
for feedback in all the areas that we, as a couple, deemed important?  It’s 
really no different in math, reading, writing, etc.  How can we improve when 
everything is thrown into a stew and boiled down to one grade?

Perhaps better questions in schools should be, “What did you learn?”  
AND, “What were you expected to learn?” AND, “Where do you think you 
are today in relationship to the end goal of what should be learned?” AND, 
“What are your next steps to achieve the learning goal?”

Through formative (ongoing), benchmark (periodic) and summative (final) 
assessments, teachers recognize more about what students know and are 
able to do in specific content areas and standards, than ever before.  What 

they know is almost impossible to boil down to a single grade.  If a grade is 
necessary (high school transcripts for college admittance, as an example), 
grades given should reflect what a student actually knows and can do in 
that content area.  When things like participation, tardiness, respect, and 
other factors like extra credit for bringing in school supplies are added to 
the mix, we lose focus on what a student actually knows and can do.

In Rocket City, we have been working very hard to report student progress 
in a way that is meaningful, objective, accurate, and specific.  We call this 
approach “standards based reporting.”  In many areas of the District, as we 
have worked through this process, students are likely given a number (1-4) 
in addition to a letter grade. 

These numbers are based on standards and groups of standards in the 
various content areas.  This is especially true in the formative years of 
Kindergarten through sixth grade.  It is basically breaking the content down 
into parts.  It might not be familiar, but when one takes the time to look at 
and analyze the assessment of each of the standards, we have a much 
clearer picture of where our focus should be for each student.

When grades and report cards are delivered this year, think of this 
question: “Do you want a grade, or do you want to know what your child 
must do in order to meet the learning objective?”

Thanks for your continued patience as R-P staff works hard to provide 
meaningful and impactful feedback to you and your student.  Here’s to a 
great ’17-’18 school year!

Yours in education, 

Steve Edwards
Superintendent of Schools

SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 5, 2017!
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Central Elementary fourth graders Yuri Mills, 
Brenden Campbell, and Nicholas Lewis were spotted 
giving our great school one final salute before they 
graduated and moved on to R-P Intermediate in 
the fall.  These boys sure have Rocket Pride!

Welcome Back!
Dear Parents and Students,

Central Elementary welcomes you to the 2017-2018 
school year!

Being new to the district, allow me to briefly 
introduce myself.  My name is Cody Hamilton and I 
am honored to take over as principal, and eager to 
lead the team in doing great things for our students.

Central Elementary recognizes that strong partnerships help enhance 
student performance.  I look forward to building meaningful relationships 
with students, staff, and parents from the start.  While it will remain a 
priority to involve and inform the community throughout the year, here are a 
few dates to make note of.

Office Staff Returns - August 21

Welcome Back Letter and Student Placement Sent Out - August 25

Kindergarten Parent Orientation - August 28, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Open House (K-4 Parents and Students) - August 29, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

First Day of School – September 5

The staff and I look forward to seeing our families at the Open House.  
Please enjoy the rest of your summer, and again, let’s have a great year 
together!

Yours in Education,

Cody Hamilton 
Cody Hamilton, Principal
Central Elementary

Central 
  Recycles

4th Grade Salute

Students in Ms. Mitchell’s, Mrs. Langlois’, Miss Nauta’s, 
Mrs. Mason’s and Mrs. Birr’s classes worked hard all year 
to create a paper recycling program at Central Elementary. 
They conducted research, learned about recycling different 
materials and educated the rest of the school community on 
how to recycle paper.  Students presented at the Reeths-
Puffer Wellness Expo on May 21 to practice for a bigger 
performance on May 31 at Muskegon Community College 
at the West Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative 
Youth Symposium.  The students who presented at the 
Youth Symposium were Kira DeMol, Parker Samuels, 
Payton Ohs, Ravin Rodgerson, Wren Tyrska, Eli Merriman, 
River Bouwman, and Zoey Chavis.  In the future, students 
hope to expand the recycling project to include other 
materials.  Every little bit helps.  Thank you students for 
leading the way!

FOURTH GRADE 
FAREWELL
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Rocket 
Spring Run

Fun at the Complex!

ROCKET CITY NEWS
Rocket City News is published three times per year by Reeths-Puffer Schools, 991 W. Giles Road, 
Muskegon, MI  49445.  Reeths-Puffer accepts advertising to defray the cost of production and 
distribution and appreciates the support of its advertisers.  Reeths-Puffer does not specifically en-
dorse advertisers or their products or services.  Please contact Margie Bates with inquiries at (231) 
719-3104, or email at  batesm@reeths-puffer.org.  Visit our website at  www.reeths-puffer.org. 

NOTICE OF RIGHTS AND PRIVACY
Parents of Reeths-Puffer school children are hereby notified that the school often publishes for 
public view the names and/or pictures of Reeths-Puffer students.  The purpose varies and may 
involve honor rolls, attendance lists, special awards, athletic rosters, etc.  If, for any reason, you do 
not wish your child’s name or picture to be published, please contact your school office 
immediately.  This notice is in compliance with the Rights and Privacy Act, P. L. 93.380. 

The second grade students, as well as Mrs. Langlois’ students at Central Elementary, 
had a fantastic study trip to the Muskegon Luge and Sports Complex.  Students were 
able to experience many of the activities that the park has to offer including the summer 
luge, archery and hiking.  Students also had to work as a class to complete a team 
building activity.  It was a great opportunity for students to see what is available in their 
own Rocket City community. Students, staff and volunteers had a wonderful day of 
outside learning.

Ready, set, go!  The Reeths-Puffer Wellness Committee has 
been working to promote healthy lifestyles within Rocket City. The 
committee sponsored their first Rocket Spring Run in May to give 
families an opportunity to get out and move.  Along with the family fun 
run, there was a small health expo with local businesses also looking 
to promote healthy lifestyles.  The Wellness Committee looks forward 
to planning more of these events in the future! 

Rocket Spring Run Health Expo Rocket Spring Run participants get ready to go!
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Central Students Go Back In Time

Relay For Life 

Fundraiser
Central Elementary took on Mr. Lyons’ challenge of raising 
money for Relay For Life.  He told students if they raised 

$500, he would dress like King Triton.  If they raised $750, 
he would dress like Ariel the mermaid. Students raised 
$1,500 during their paper cupcake challenge and $250 

during the snack sale!!  Way to go students and thank you 
for supporting this great cause!

Third graders had an awesome educational day of learning at White Pine Village in 
Ludington.  They explored what life was like in the 1800’s for early Michigan settlers.   
Many volunteers at the Village played a role to help students answer questions and 
to connect with what they were learning.  From the one room school house, the small 
chapel on the hill, to the general store, and much more, students truly experienced 
history in action.

Left: In front of the one room school, Alyssa Alexander, Kate Bullion and Madelynn Schwemer
Below: Nuraina Williams, Bailey Bohland and Carly Bartels



      August 2016   n   www.reeths-puffer.org   n   Your Reeths-Puffer Schools Newsletter   n   5 

Welcome back 

students and families!

The staff and I look forward to another 
exciting year of learning at Reeths-Puffer 
Elementary School.  The upcoming year is 
full of opportunities for all of us to continue 
to learn and grow together.  I encourage 
students to look at the opportunities ahead as a gift, and for parents 
to find ways to be involved in their child’s education.  Look for 
opportunities to engage with our school, we want you involved!

As we start the transition from summer fun and relaxation to the 
fast paced scheduled days of school, please savor the rest of your 
summer and make the best of your remaining days.  Students, 
please continue with your Summer Reading and Math Challenge, 
avoid the summer slide!

Reeths-Puffer Elementary School accomplished many initiatives 
last year that we can be proud of.  We will continue to be a leader 
in Rocket City.  The amount of focused teaching and learning 
along with our “other” initiatives that support our goals make our 
school a great place for our students and families.  I look forward 
to the challenges ahead.  It is fun to be involved with a dedicated 
school community and staff that is continuously looking for 
learning opportunities for our students.  We love working with our 
students and families, thank you for sharing your children with us.  
It is going to be another great school year.

Our building and grounds look great and are ready for students.  
The school office will open on Wednesday, August 23.  

Student Orientation Nights:
Kindergarten:

Monday, August 28 – Kindergarten Parents Only Orientation 
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Report to your child’s classroom.
Tuesday, August 29 – Kindergarten Parents and students from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

First and Second Grades:

Tuesday, August 29 – First and Second Grades from 6:00 to 
7:00 p.m. 

Third and Fourth Grades:

Monday, August 28 – Third and Fourth Grades from 6:00 to 
7:00 p.m. 

School Pictures are on the same nights as your child’s 
Orientation in the multi-purpose room.  Order forms will be in 
the welcome back letter that will be mailed to individual homes 
in August.

Feel free to call me in my office, 744-4777, if you have 
questions or concerns.  We look forward to seeing all of you this 
fall and are excited about another great school year at Reeths-
Puffer Elementary School.

Sincerely,

Paul Klimsza 
Principal, Reeths-Puffer Elementary School

RPEL Summer Gardening
Gets a Make Over 
RPEL families have adopted rows in the garden to weed and harvest.  They have expanded 
opportunities to continue the learning that our students have experienced during the school year.  
RPI and RPEL will be partnering gardening and composting efforts in order to sustain campus 
needs.  Mrs. Kelley Peel and company have been hosting summer classes for grades third through 
eighth, with some high school students volunteering as well.  You are invited to come and check 
out the gardens on our beautiful campus.  If you see fresh fruits and veggies, help yourself and if 
you see weeds, pull a few of those too!  A summer clean-up day is planned to prepare our compost 
area for a fully operational composting system this fall.

Community Environment Day   
On May 23, Reeths-Puffer Elementary hosted expert volunteers to help with our 
Community Environment Day.  Volunteers came from MSU, Waste Management, 
WMEAC, Weesies Brothers, the YMCA, and Muskegon Watershed Council.  The experts 
spoke for 20 minutes with each group of approximately 50-60 students and teachers.  
Students rotated through each station on topics such as nutrition, exercise, recycling, 
watershed protection, native pollinators, and composting.  This day kicked off RPEL’s 
annual garden planting, as well as this year’s Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative, project 
of composting.  It was an incredible day of learning with our “Professional” partners.
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Systems of Care was introduced in the May 2017 issue of Rocket City News.  
This article will look at Systems of Care through two lenses, System and 
Service.  

At the Service level, Systems of Care is a school based partnership.  It will 
follow the Pathways to Potential model, which is already successfully reaching 
families and serving students.  

Several service personnel will be 

assigned to RPEL/RPI.  

• A Master Level Clinician will be on site, joining Ms. Kanaar in the 
Pathways to Potential (P2P) office.  The Clinician will provide evaluation 
services, treatment recommendations and referrals to behavioral health 
services for students and families in need.  This person will also provide 
training and consultation for school staff in the areas of Trauma Informed 
Care and behavioral interventions.  

• Family centered planning will be managed by a Wraparound Facilitator.  
This person will serve as an advocate for children and families with schools, 
social service agencies and court systems.  This service will ease the burden 
of navigating through many offices and agencies, making support systems 
more accessible and inviting to families in crisis.  

• The real hope giver is the Parent Outreach Specialist.  This unique 
role will be filled by a person who has been a recipient of services and 
has experienced the same kinds of problems and issues that parents 
are struggling with.  Their role is to walk arm-in-arm with families, provide 
encouragement and ensure experiences with systems and services are 
successful.  

• The Youth Mentor will engage with students to understand their 
perspective on services delivered at school.  Feedback through student voice 
will be invaluable as we implement strategies for improvement.  

Within the school, we are growing our understanding of Trauma Sensitive 
Schools through individual study and professional development.  Staff 
members have attended several recent conferences and workshops.  
Understanding the impact of trauma on learning and the brain is offering 
incredible new insights for our profession.  It is influencing our positive behavior 
program, classroom management, and disciplinary approaches.  Continued 
professional learning around this subject will be a priority in the coming year. 

At the System level, Systems of Care expects certain values and beliefs are 
shared among all partners.  Our approach is 

Collaborative and Coordinated – Plans from different agencies have the 
same or similar goals and interventions for the same youth and family.  Plans are 
complementary between agencies, not in opposition.  Professionals and family 
members communicate regularly to ensure the plans are coordinated.  

Community Based – Services are provided in the home and in the 
community as a first choice, recognizing that youth are best served in the context 
of the family. 

Trauma Informed - Services provided to children, youth, and families will 
be served by professionals who understand the impact of trauma on child 
and human development and learn how to effectively minimize its effects 
without causing additional trauma.   A common lens is shared to explore “what 
happened to you” rather than “what is wrong with you.”  

Culturally and Linguistically Profi cient – The services provided shall 
accept, respect and give attention to cultural differences; and will seek to 
understand the knowledge, values, beliefs and customs that belong to particular 
cultural communities.  

Family-Driven - The family voice is heard throughout policy, program 
development, and service delivery.  Services are “done with” the family, rather 
than “done to” the family.  The family is seen as the constant in the life of a child, 
and professionals are seen as most effective when supporting the family.

Youth Guided – Youth are supported in becoming advocates for themselves 
and have voice that is heard.  Youth perspective is solicited, valued, and 
incorporated into their care and throughout policy, program development and 
service delivery.

The Systems of Care approach will encompass the community.  Our schools are 
partnering with mental health, child welfare, health care organizations, juvenile 
justice, workforce development, and youth serving agencies.  Youth and families 
are the focus. 

There is an alarming number of students and families living in crisis and suffering 
from the effects of trauma.  We are committed to this Systems of Care approach 
and partnership so that needs of families can be met and children and youth can 
be successful in school.

RPI/RPEL Benefit from Systems of Care – 
Service Partnerships, Systems Approach

http://www.coxaccounting.biz/
http://www.pioneerresources.org/
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There is a lot to look forward to at RPTLE!

Welcome back R-P Twin Lake Elementary Students!

The staff and I look forward to the start of the school year and seeing our halls filled with students and the sounds of learning.  Parents, 
please mark your calendars for the RPTLE Family Orientation and Community Resource Fair to be held on Monday, August 28 from 6:00 to 
7:30 p.m. right here at Twin Lake Elementary.  Look for complete details included in classroom placement packets which will be sent home 
mid-August.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Dawn Schmitt 
R-P Twin Lake Elementary Principal

With the start of the school year just around the corner, we wanted to share a collection of pictures that capture some of 
our many and diverse learning opportunities.  As you look at the pictures, notice student engagement, and some of the 
strategies our teaching team is using to capture and encourage the very best in our learners. 

At RPTLE, learning happens inside and outside of classrooms.  You’ll see photos of Sage, Launa and a group of 
kindergarteners in the gym, sharing their weekly learning with the entire school community.  You’ll notice Matthew 
conducting the sixth grade band.  You’ll enjoy the faces of kindergarteners, who are thrilled to be visiting the dairy farm.  
Pictures show learners being recognized for outstanding attendance and good citizenship.  You’ll see the satisfaction 
in Quinn’s eyes as he cashes in as a top reader by tossing a pie in Mrs. Schmitt’s face.  Team Day photos capture our 
strong sense community, as kids, teachers and parents come together for a final celebration.  You’ll see flexible seating, 
classrooms set up like a campground and, teachers and learners showing spirit by dressing up during Spirit Week. 

There are so many amazing learning opportunities at RPTLE, and these photos are only a small sampling.  Please join 
us on Monday, August 28, for Family Orientation, when much more will be shared.  We can’t wait to see you!

           Your RPTLE Team
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Reeths-Puffer Intermediate School 

Rocket Rally Open House 

Wednesday, August 30th

School Pictures (Multi-Purpose Room 4:30 to 8:30 PM)* 
Emergency Forms Completed (Library 4:30 to 8:30 PM)*

 *Pictures will be taken the entire time
 *Forms can be completed the entire time

6th Grade Schedule
6th Grade Welcome in Cafe’ - 5:00 to 5:15 PM
Homeroom Introductions - 5:15 to 5:50 PM
Rotate to other Core classes - 5:55-7:00 PM
Questions, Pictures, Office Paperwork - 7:00-8:30 PM

5th Grade Schedule
5th Grade Welcome in Cafe’ - 6:30 to 6:45 PM
Homeroom Introductions - 6:50 to 7:20 PM
Rotate to other teachers - 7:30 to 8:15 PM
Question, Pictures, Office Paperwork - 8:15-8:30 PM

The Hidden Message 
When Our Kids Say, 
“I Don’t Like School.” 
Over the years, this statement has been shared by learners all over the country.  There are 
a few “hidden messages” when our kids say this to us and we can help them move forward 
in their thinking.  As we approach the most hopeful day of the year as a community, please 
consider the reasons behind “why” our students might say this to us.

Reasons 

1. Our learners do not believe they will be successful.
 Our Action Plan:

• We must verbalize with our kids that being unsuccessful once does not mean they 
  are unsuccessful all the time.
• We must verbalize that focused practice can overcome skill shortcomings.
• We must encourage life-long learning and share things that we learn every day.
• Schools and families must work together when this is an ongoing perception.
 

2. Our learners are aware that they are missing base knowledge needed.
  Our Action Plan:

• We must encourage that skills can be practiced outside of school time.  
• We must verbalize that knowledge can increase with practice.
• We must look for opportunities to learn with our students modeling life-long learning.
• Schools and families must discuss essential knowledge and ways to build any missing   
  skills.

 
3. Our learners do not value the tasks they are asked to do for learning.
 Our Action Plan:

• We must connect tasks in school to life beyond RPI.
• If we are not sure “why” it is important, model by saying, “I am not sure, we should find  
  out.”
• We must verbalize being curious when we do not understand why we are doing 
  something.
• Schools and families must dialogue about the importance of tasks and clarify its 
  importance in learning.
 

4. Our learners feel they do not have a choice or voice in their learning.
 Our Action Plan:

• We must give them as many choices as possible and let them work through the 
  challenges of their choice.
• We must ask their opinions and ask them to explain “why” they think a certain way.
• We must verbalize or own reasoning and model our own voice when facing a challenge.
• We must encourage them to ask questions, share their thinking and verbalize concerns.
• Schools and students must discuss choices and use questions as ways to provide input 
  into school tasks and learning. 

Hello Rockets!  

Welcome back to the start of the school year at 

RPI and Rocket City.  We have an amazing year of 

learning ahead of us, filled with wonder and positive 

learning experiences!

In 2017-18, RPI will be filled with learning energy 

that revolves around our learning support system.  

Students will participate in learning that is:

• Respectful of individual learning needs, 

• Full of Pride; doing the best in all they do to represent themselves positively, 

• Honor based.  Student’s use of Integrity allows their own determination and 

strength to guide their choices to improve and a resolve to build on small 

Successes each day.    

RPI students are going to create learning that is filled with problem solving, 

collaboration and creativity.  Students will work each day in flexible groups and 

support each other with their learning.  Teachers will challenge students to read 

like an investigator, debate current events and their impact on our lives, solve 

math problems in multiple ways with justification, engineer solutions in science 

and be challenged to take ownership over their learning.  

The best day of the year is approaching and RPI is ready to move closer to “All 

learners, 100% engaged, All day.”

Sincerely,

Nate Smith 
Principal, Reeths-Puffer Intermediate

http://www.muskegoncc.edu/apply
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REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS 
2017-2018 SCHOOL CALENDAR

September 5  First Day of School (Full D¬ay)
September 13 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
September 27 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
October 11 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
October 25 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
November 3 5-12 AM Only  
  5-12 Records Day PM
  End of 1st Marking Period
November 8 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
  5-12 Conferences
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 9 5-12 Conferences (School is in  
   Session)
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 22 K-12 AM Only
November 23 & 24 K-12 No School – 
  Thanksgiving Holiday
December 1 K-4 AM Only
  Records Day PM
  End of 1st Tri-Reporting
December 6 K-4 Conferences (School is in  
   Session)
  5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

December 7 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45 and  
   5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
December 13 Early Release – 90 minutes
December 22 K-12 AM Only
December 25 K-12 No School – Christmas Recess  
   Begins
January 4 School Resumes
January 10 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
January 17 9-12 AM Only – High School Exams
January 18 9-12 AM Only – High School Exams
January 19 5-12 AM Only
  Records Day PM
  End of 2nd Marking Period
January 24 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
February 14 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
February 16 K-12 No School – Mid-Winter Break
February 19 K-12 No School – Mid-Winter Break
February 28 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
March 2 K-4 AM Only
  Records Day PM
  End of 2nd Tri-Reporting
March 7 K-4 Conferences, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
   (School is in Session)
March 8 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45 and  
   5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 14 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
 

March 23 5-12 AM Only
  Records Day PM
  End of 3rd Marking Period
March 27 5-12 Conferences (School is in  
   Session)
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 28 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
   5-8 Conferences
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
March 30 K-12 No School
April 2-6 K-12 No School – Spring Break
April 9 School Resumes
April 11 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
April 20 K-12 AM Only 
April 25 K-12 Early Release – 90 minutes
May 25 K-12 AM Only
May 28 K-12 No School – Memorial Day
June 5 9-12 AM Only – HS Exams
June 6 9-12 AM Only – HS Exams
June 7 K-12 AM Only
  Records Day PM
  HS Exams
June 8 K-12 AM Only
  HS Exams 
  Last day of School for all students

In past school years, 
many parents/
guardians logged into 
PowerSchool to view 
student grades utilizing 
their student’s account, 
but had not set up a 
personal account for 
themselves.  Due to 
changes to our student 
registration process 
and updating of 

personal contact information, every parent must take a few minutes to set up 
a separate parent account. 

The parent account is required to update information and allows parents to 
approve any forms for their students.  This process will replace the previous 
registration site and will allow parents to update all contact information for the 
start of the school year, in one location.   

By using your parent PowerSchool account, parents/guardians will be able to 
link multiple students, view online report cards, update the School Messenger 
account, set up email notifications for attendance and grades, and update 
information for the start of the school year.  

Parents, if you’ve already set up a new account in June, then you are ready 
to make any changes and approve needed forms related to your child’s 
registration.  If you have not yet set up a parent account, you need to call 

the building office where your child will be attending or call 231-744-1647 x 
8324 and staff will provide you with the personal account information for your 
account set up process.  

Once you have your specific account information please follow the steps 
below to set up your parent account. 

1. Open the Internet browser on your computer.

2. Type https://ps-rp.muskegonisd.org/public into the address bar.

3. The parent portal login page appears.  Before logging in you will need to 
create an account.  Click on “Create Account.” 

4. Fill in the requested information.  Keep in mind the desired user name 
and password is what you will use to log on to the parent portal after 
this account is created. 

5. Type in your student’s first name along with the access code you 
received in the letter sent home in June or from the information 
provided when you called your school office or the support number at 
231-744-1647 x 8324.  

6. Verify the information is correct and then press “Enter.”  Your account is 
now created.

7. Return to the parent portal login page and enter your newly created 
username and password to log on. 

It is advisable that you keep your username and password secure and not 
share it with anyone else.  Thank you for your support in helping us create 
a more streamlined process for updating of information and providing 
information to you from the school.

Parents, We Need Your Help!
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VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday, Aug. 09 1st Practice Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Friday, Aug. 18 1st Contest (Practice) Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Monday, Aug. 21 Orchard View Invitational University Park Golf Course 5:00PM

Saturday, Aug. 26 Big Red Invitational McGraft Park 8:45PM

Saturday, Sep. 09 Hill and Bale Invitational Hill and Bale Invitational TBA

Friday, Sep. 15 MSU Spartan Invitational Forest Akers East  TBA

  & West Golf Courses 

Wednesday, Sep. 20 Jamboree @ Jenison Baldwin MS 5:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 23 Cougar-Falcon Invitational Gainey Athletic Complex TBA

Saturday, Sep. 30 Allendale Invitational Allendale HS TBA

Wednesday, Oct. 04 Conference Jamboree Union Richmond Park 5:30PM

Friday, Oct. 13 GMAA Meet GMAA Meet TBA

Wednesday, Oct. 18 Conference Jamboree @ Fruitport Rycenga Park 5:30PM

Saturday, Oct. 28 Regionals Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Saturday, Nov. 04 MHSAA Final MHSAA Final TBA

VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday, Aug. 09 1st Practice Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Friday, Aug. 18 1st Contest (Practice) Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Monday, Aug. 21 Orchard View Invitational University Park Golf Course 5:00PM

Saturday, Aug. 26 Big Red Invitational McGraft Park 8:45PM

Saturday, Sep. 09 Hill and Bale Invitational Hill and Bale Invitational TBA

Friday, Sep. 15 MSU Cross Country Invitational Forest Akers East  TBA
  & West Golf Courses 

Wednesday, Sep. 20 Conference Jamboree @ Jenison Baldwin MS 4:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 23 Cougar Falcon Invitational Gainey Athletic Complex TBA

Saturday, Sep. 30 Allendale Invitational Allendale Invitational TBA

Wednesday, Oct. 04 Conference Jamboree Union Richmond Park 4:30PM

Friday, Oct. 13 GMAA Meet University Park Golf Course TBA

Wednesday, Oct. 18 Conference Jamboree @ Fruitport Rycenga Park 4:30PM

Saturday, Oct. 28 Regionals Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Saturday, Nov. 04 MHSAA Final MHSAA Final TBA

VARSITY FOOTBALL
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Thursday, Aug. 24 Grand Haven Grand Haven HS 7:00PM

Thursday, Aug. 31 Orchard View Reeths-Puffer HS 7:00PM

Friday, Sep. 08 Grand Rapids Union Houseman Field 7:00PM

Friday, Sep. 15 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 7:00PM

Friday, Sep. 22 Muskegon Reeths-Puffer HS 7:00PM

Friday, Sep. 29 Jenison Jenison HS 7:00PM

Friday, Oct. 06 Thornapple Kellogg HS Reeths-Puffer HS 7:00PM
  (Homecoming)

Friday, Oct. 13 Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS 7:00PM

Friday, Oct. 20 Kenowa Hills Reeths-Puffer HS 7:00PM

Friday, Oct. 27 Districts 10/27 - 10/28 Districts TBA

Friday, Nov. 03 Districts 11/03 - 11/04 Districts TBA

Friday, Nov. 10 Regionals 11/10 - 11/11 Regionals TBA

Saturday, Nov. 18 MHSAA Semi-Finals MHSAA Semi-Finals TBA

Friday, Nov. 24 MHSAA Finals 11/24 - 11/25 MHSAA Finals TBA

JV FOOTBALL
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday, Aug. 23 Grand Haven Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Wednesday, Aug. 30 Orchard View Orchard View HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 07 Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 14 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 21 Muskegon Muskegon HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 28 Jenison Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 05 Thornapple Kellogg HS Thornapple Kellogg HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 12 Fruitport HS Fruitport HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 19 Kenowa Hills Kenowa Hills HS 6:30PM

FRESHMAN FOOTBALL
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday, Aug. 23 Grand Haven Reeths-Puffer HS 4:30PM

Wednesday, Aug. 30 West Catholic HS West Catholic HS 4:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 14 Mona Shores Reeths-Puffer HS 4:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 21 Muskegon Muskegon HS 4:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 28 Jenison Reeths-Puffer HS 4:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 05 Thornapple Kellogg HS Thornapple Kellogg HS 4:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 12 Fruitport HS Fruitport HS 4:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 19 Kenowa Hills Kenowa Hills HS 4:30PM

VARSITY GOLF (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday, Aug. 09 1st Practice Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Wednesday, Aug. 16 1st Contest (Practice) Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Wednesday, Aug. 16 Traverse City Central Lober Classic Grand Traverse Resort 8:00PM

Thursday, Aug. 17 Traverse City Central Lober Classic Grand Traverse Resort 8:00PM

Monday, Aug. 21 Forest Hills Central Invitational Forest Hills Central Invitational TBA

Wednesday, Aug. 23 Conf. Jamboree @ Mona Shores Muskegon Country Club 3:30PM

Thursday, Aug. 24 Mona Shores Invitational Stonegate Golf Club 9:00AM

Monday, Aug. 28 North Muskegon Lincoln Golf Course 3:30PM

Wednesday, Aug. 30 Conf. Jamboree @ Reeths-Puffer Lincoln Golf Course 4:30PM

Wednesday, Sep. 06 Conf. Jamboree @ Jenison Sunnybrook Golf Course 3:30PM

Wednesday, Sep. 13 Conf. Jamboree @ Kenowa Hills Gracewil Golf Course 3:30PM

Wednesday, Sep. 20 Conf. Jamboree @ Fruitport Fruitport Golf Course 3:30PM

Friday, Sep. 22 Greenville Invitational The Links at Bowen Lake 9:00AM

Wednesday, Sep. 27 GMAA GMAA TBA

Thursday, Sep. 28 Conf. Jamboree @ Union The Mines Golf Course 3:30PM

Monday, Oct. 02 Conf. Finals Macatawa Legends Golf Club TBA

Thursday, Oct. 05 Reeths-Puffer Golf Invitational Lincoln Golf Course 9:00AM

Thursday, Oct. 12 Regionals Lincoln Golf Course TBA

Friday, Oct. 20 MHSAA Finals 10/20-10/21 MHSAA Finals TBA

VARSITY SOCCER (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday, Aug. 19 Ludington (Lakeshore Invitational) Reeths-Puffer HS 9:00AM

Saturday, Aug. 19 Shelby HS (Lakeshore Invitational) Reeths-Puffer HS 12:00PM

Tuesday, Aug. 22 Northview (Pending Contract) Northview 6:45PM

Thursday, Aug. 31 Western MI Christian HS Western MI Christian HS 7:00PM

REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS
2017-2018 FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE
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All dates are tentative and subject to change.

2017-2018 FALL SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Tuesday, Sep. 05 Jenison Jenison HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 07 North Muskegon Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 09 Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS 1:30PM

Tuesday, Sep. 12 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 14 Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Tuesday, Sep. 19 Muskegon Muskegon HS 5:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 21 Kenowa Hills Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 23 Jenison Reeths-Puffer HS 1:30PM

Monday, Sep. 25 Spring Lake Spring Lake HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Sep. 28 Grand Rapids Union Union HS 5:30PM

Tuesday, Oct. 03 Mona Shores Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 05 Fruitport HS Fruitport HS 6:30PM

Tuesday, Oct. 10 Muskegon Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 12 Kenowa Hills Kenowa Hills HS 6:30PM

Monday, Oct. 16 Districts Districts TBA

Wednesday, Oct. 18 @ Districts Districts TBA

Friday, Oct. 20 District Final District Final TBA

Tuesday, Oct. 24 Regionals 10/24 - 10/28 Regionals TBA

Wednesday, Nov. 01 MHSAA Semi-Finals MHSAA Semi-Finals TBA

Saturday, Nov. 04 MHSAA Final MHSAA Final TBA

JV SOCCER (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday, Aug. 19 Ludington (Lakeshore Invitational) Reeths-Puffer HS                        10:30AM

Saturday, Aug. 19 Shelby HS (Lakeshore Invitational) Reeths-Puffer HS 1:30PM

Tuesday, Aug. 22 Northview (Pending Contract) Northview 5:00PM

Thursday, Aug. 31 Western MI Christian HS Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

Tuesday, Sep. 05 Jenison Jenison HS 5:00PM

Saturday, Sep. 09 Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS 12:00PM

Tuesday, Sep. 12 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 5:00PM

Thursday, Sep. 14 Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

Tuesday, Sep. 19 Muskegon Nelson 4:00PM

Thursday, Sep. 21 Kenowa Hills Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

Saturday, Sep. 23 Jenison Reeths-Puffer HS 12:00PM

Monday, Sep. 25 Spring Lake Spring Lake HS 5:00PM

Thursday, Sep. 28 Grand Rapids Union Union HS 4:00PM

Tuesday, Oct. 03 Mona Shores Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

Thursday,Oct. 05 Fruitport HS Fruitport HS 5:00PM

Tuesday, Oct. 10 Muskegon Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

Thursday, Oct. 12 Kenowa Hills Kenowa Hills HS 5:00PM

VARSITY TENNIS (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday, Aug. 09 1st Practice Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Wednesday, Aug. 16 1st Contest (Practice) Reeths-Puffer HS TBA

Wednesday, Aug. 16 Hamilton Invitational Hamilton HS 8:30PM

Monday, Aug. 21 Caledonia Dobber Wenger Inv. Caledonia HS 9:00AM

Wednesday, Aug. 23 Cats and Dawgs Invitational Jenison HS 8:00AM

Friday, Aug. 25 Caledonia Invitational Caledonia HS TBA

 (pending contract)

Monday, Aug. 28 Zeeland West Invitational Zeeland West 9:00AM

Saturday, Sep. 09 West Ottawa Invitational West Ottawa HS 9:00AM

Thursday, Sep. 14 North Muskegon Reeths-Puffer HS 4:30PM

Monday, Sep. 18 Jenison Jenison HS 4:30PM

Wednesday, Sep. 20 Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS 4:30PM

Monday, Sep. 25 Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS 4:30PM

Wednesday, Sep. 27 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 4:30PM

DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday, Sep. 30 GMAA  North Muskegon HS TBA

Monday, Oct. 02 Kenowa Hills Reeths-Puffer HS 4:30PM

Wednesday, Oct. 04 Fremont Fremont HS 4:00PM

Saturday, Oct. 07 Conference Tournament Jenison HS TBA

Thursday, Oct. 12 Regionals Regionals TBA

Friday, Oct. 20 MHSAA Finals 10/20 - 10/21 MHSAA Finals TBA

JV TENNIS (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Monday, Sep. 18 Jenison Reeths-Puffer HS 4:00PM

Wednesday, Sep. 20 Fruitport HS Fruitport HS 4:00PM

Monday, Sep. 25 Grand Rapids Union Grand Rapids Union 4:00PM

Wednesday, Sep. 27 Mona Shores Reeths-Puffer HS 4:00PM

Monday, Oct. 02 Kenowa Hills Kenowa Hills 4:00PM

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday, Aug. 19 Rocket Invitational Reeths-Puffer HS 9:00AM

Tuesday, Aug. 22 East Kentwood Invitational East Kentwood HS 12:00PM

Wednesday, Aug. 30 Double Dual W/Fruitport and Kenowa Hills @Mona Shores HS 5:00PM

Wednesday, Sep. 06 Jenison Jenison HS 6:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 09 Grandville Invitational Grandville HS 8:00PM

Saturday, Sep. 16 Caledonia Invitational Caledonia HS 8:00AM

Tuesday, Sep. 19 Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 23 West Ottawa Invitational West Ottawa HS 8:30AM

Tuesday, Sep. 26 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 6:30PM

Tuesday, Oct. 03 Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 05 Hamilton Double Duals Hamilton HS 5:00PM

Saturday, Oct. 07 Mona Shores Invitational Mona Shores HS 9:00AM

Tuesday, Oct. 10 Muskegon Muskegon HS 6:30PM

Saturday, Oct. 14 GMAA Tournament Mona Shores HS TBA

Tuesday, Oct. 17 Kenowa Hills Reeths-Puffer HS 6:30PM

Saturday, Oct. 21 Double Dual (Muskegon & Jenison) Muskegon HS 9:00AM

Tuesday, Oct. 24 North Muskegon (pending contract) North Muskegon HS 6:45PM

Thursday, Oct. 26 Tri w/Mona Shores and G.R. Union Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

Monday, Oct. 30 Districts Districts TBA

Wednesday, Nov. 01 Districts Districts TBA

Thursday, Nov. 02 District Final District Final TBA

Tuesday, Nov. 07 Regionals 11/07 & 11/09 Regionals TBA

Tuesday, Nov. 14 MHSAA Quarter-Finals MHSAA Quarter-Finals TBA

Thursday, Nov. 16 MHSAA Semi-Finals 11/16/ - 11/17 MHSAA Semi-Finals TBA

Saturday, Nov. 18 MHSAA Final MHSAA Final TBA

JV VOLLEYBALL (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Friday, Aug. 18 Whitehall Invitational Whitehall HS TBA

Friday, Aug. 25 Reeths-Puffer Quad Reeths-Puffer HS 12:00PM

Wednesday, Aug. 30 Double Dual (Fruitport & Kenowa Hills)    Fruitport HS 5:00PM

Wednesday, Sep. 06 Jenison Jenison HS 5:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 09 Rocket Invitational Reeths-Puffer HS 9:00AM

Saturday, Sep. 16 Spring Lake Invitational Spring Lake HS 8:30AM

Tuesday, Sep. 19 Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS 5:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 23 Mona Shores Invitational Mona Shores HS 8:30PM

Monday, Sep. 25 Quad @ Grand Haven Grand Haven HS 5:00PM

Tuesday, Sep. 26 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 5:30PM

Tuesday, Oct. 03 Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS 5:30PM

Thursday,Oct. 05 Fruitport Double Dual Fruitport HS 5:00PM

Saturday, Oct. 07 WMC Invitational Western Mi. Christian HS 9:00AM

Tuesday, Oct. 10 Muskegon Muskegon HS 5:30PM

Tuesday, Oct. 17 Kenowa Hills Reeths-Puffer HS 5:30PM

Saturday, Oct. 21 Double Dual (Muskegon & Jenison) Mona Shores HS 9:00AM

Tuesday, Oct. 24 North Muskegon (pending contract) North Muskegon HS 5:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 26 Tri w/Mona Shores and G.R. Union Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM
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FRESHMAN VOLLEYBALL (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday, Aug. 26 Rocket Invitational Reeths-Puffer HS 9:00AM

Wednesday, Aug. 30 Double Dual with Fruitport &  Kenowa Hills @Kenowa Hills HS 5:00PM

Wednesday, Sep. 06 Jenison Jenison HS 5:30PM

Tuesday, Sep. 19 Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS 5:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 23 Mona Shores Invitational Mona Shores HS 1:00PM

Monday, Sep. 25 Quad @ West Ottawa West Ottawa HS 5:00PM

Tuesday, Sep. 26 Mona Shores Mona Shores HS 5:30PM

Saturday, Sep. 30 Fruitport Invitational Fruitport HS TBA

Tuesday, Oct. 03 Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS 5:30PM

Thursday, Oct. 05 Holland Christian Quad Holland Christian HS 5:00PM

Tuesday, Oct. 10 Muskegon Muskegon HS 5:30PM

Tuesday, Oct. 17 Kenowa Hills Reeths-Puffer HS 5:30PM

Saturday, Oct. 21 Double Dual w/Muskegon & Jenison @Mona Shores HS 9:00AM

Thursday, Oct. 26 Tri w/Union and Mona Shores Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Support your local home town teams!
___________________________________________________________________________________________

2017-2018 FALL SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

2017-2018 MIDDLE SCHOOL 
FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE

Cross Country
Wed, August 2 @ RPI - Time Trial 3PM

Thur, September 7 @ Mona Shores 4PM

Wed, September 13 @ Holland (quad) 4:15PM

Wed, September 20 @ RPI (quad) 4:15PM

Fri, September 22 @ Grandville 6pm

Tues, September 26 @ Grand Haven (quad) 4:15PM

Thur, September 28 @ Northview – Color Run 4PM

Wed, October 4 @ Hamilton (quad) 4:15PM

Wed, October 11 @ Holland Christian 4:15PM

Fri, October 13 City Meet (MCC)  4PM

7th & 8th Grade Football
Wed, September 6 @ Mona Shores 4 – 5:45PM

Wed, September 13 vs. Grand Haven 4 – 5:45PM

Wed, September 20 @ Muskegon 4 – 5:45PM

Wed, September 27 vs. Holland 4 – 5:45PM

Wed, October 4 @ Hamilton 4 – 5:45PM

Wed, October 11 vs. West Ottawa 4 – 5:45PM

7th & 8th Grade Volleyball
Tues, September 12 vs. West Ottawa 4 – 5:15PM

Thur, September 14 @ Grandville 4 – 5:15PM

Tues, September 19 vs. Hudsonsville 4 – 5:15PM

Thur, September 21 @ Fruitport 4 – 5:15PM

Sat, September 23 7th/8th Tourney @ Grand Haven 9AM

Tues, September 26 @ Grand Haven 4 – 5:15PM

Thur, September 28 @ Zeeland Creekside 4 – 5:15PM

Sat, September 30 8th Grade Tourney @ R-P High 9AM

Sat, September 30 7th Grade Tourney @ Mona Shores 9AM

Tues, October 3 vs. Rockford North 4 – 5:15PM 

Thur, October 5 vs. Grand Haven Gold 4 – 5:15PM

Tues, October 10 @ Mona Shores 4 – 5:15PM

Thur, October 12 vs. Rockford East 4 – 5:15PM

** All schedules are tentative and subject to change.  

A reminder to have all sports physicals updated and on file by the beginning of the season.  Physicals 
must occur after April 15, 2017 to be considered up to date.

http://www.muskegonmyst.com/
http://www.hackleycommunitycare.org/
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Important 

Information for 

Elementary Parents

Understanding 

Public Act 306
In an effort to increase reading achievement 
for all students, Michigan lawmakers passed 
Public Act 306 in October 2016.  Legislators 
moved in this direction due to the fact that 
student scores have shown a need for 
immediate attention as it relates to early 
reading/literacy skills for Michigan students.  To 
help ensure more students will be proficient 

in the area of reading by the end of third grade, legislators passed Public Act 306 
that requires schools to provide extra reading support for K-3 students who are not 
reading at grade level.  The law also states that parents need to partner with schools 
and support the home-reading plan to provide the additional support needed outside of 
the school day.  As the law is written, children who are not reading at grade level may 
be retained at the end of a child’s third grade year.  

This new law requires collaboration between home and schools.  Beginning in the 
2019-2020 school year, a student may not be promoted to fourth grade unless they are 
reading at grade level or above.  This law currently affects any student going into first 
grade in the 2017-2018 school year and any student enrolled in Kindergarten this year 
and every year following.  

The purpose of the law is to guarantee that schools and parents work closely 
beginning at the Kindergarten level to ensure students are gaining the skills they need 
to build on the foundational skills they are developing at the K-3 level.  If a child is not 
reading at grade level in their earliest years (Kindergarten and first grade), a meeting 
to discuss the best option for the individual student will be held.  Sometimes the team 
may decide the best option is to give a Kindergarten or first grade student the gift of 
another year in the same grade.  Repeating a grade in the earliest years, may set the 
stage for every child to have a strong reading foundation to build upon for the rest of 
their educational journey.  Such team decisions can help avoid the potential need to 
retain the child at the end of the third grade if they are reading below grade level.  No 
matter what the situation, the teamwork between home and school needs 
to be collaborative in order to ensure that plans are in place to provide additional 
reading support at school and at home.   

As part of the District’s initial benchmarking assessment, teachers gain reading 
information on every student in grades K-8.  Benchmark assessments are given three 
times a year to help teachers monitor individual student’s growth and progress on 
the grade level standards.  The data will be used to communicate with parents about 
areas of need.  If an area of need is found, a meeting to create a collaborative plan 
that meets the individual needs of the student will be held.  This plan will be two-fold 
and will include a plan for additional support at school, as well as the development of 
an individualized reading “home plan” to support the learning process at home.  By 
working in partnership, parents and staff can help students gain the necessary skills to 
be successful throughout their lives.

R-P Commitment to Preparing 

Students with 21st Century Skills
In partnership with business and Industry, Reeths-Puffer’s educational staff is 
committed to students receiving a set of core knowledge and experiences that will 
ensure when leaving Reeths-Puffer High School they are prepared for college and 
careers and to be involved in the world around them.  As outlined by the Partnership 
for 21st Century Learning, the skills R-P staff strive to build in students include:  

critical thinking and problem solving, communication skills, collaboration, and 
creativity and innovation.  

We live in a complex and ever changing world.  As educators, we continuously strive 
to provide instructional lessons and learning opportunities that will develop the work 
skills and learning habits our students need to succeed in jobs for today, as well as 
in the future.  We also strive to integrate community practices into content lessons 
and encourage students to get involved in broader school and community activities.  
To be successful in the 21st Century world, our goal is to help students understand 
the importance of participating in civic learning opportunities, gaining a strong global 
awareness, and learning how to increase their digital literacy skills. 

The focus on a K-12 World Language Program provides students the opportunity to 
gain experience with understanding another language to support the multi-cultural 
world we live in.  Language study enhances a students’ ability to problem-solve and 
to develop critical thinking skills.  Research shows that the skills required in learning 
a language, transfers to other academic subjects and improved performance in those 
subjects.

We live and work in a technological and media-driven world.  The amount and 
speed of information that comes at us daily, along with the ongoing technological 
advancements, requires students to have a stronger academic foundation and 
a deeper understanding of how to analyze all this information.  We are all faced 
with learning how to navigate life situations, functioning in ever-changing work 
environments, and having the knowledge and skills to be competitive today, as well 
as in the next generation work force.  

Below are the skills and habits that R-P students must develop and demonstrate to 
succeed in this competitive global economy.  

• Critical thinker 
• Problem solver 
• Good Communicator 
• Flexible, adaptable, and self-directed learner/worker
• Creator or Innovator 
• Productive team-player
• Higher level thinking skills
• Mindset of being a global citizen 
• Cross-cultural knowledge and language skills
• Awareness of environmental and health issues
• Proficient user of technology 

Resources include:  https://www.actfl.org/advocacy/who-benefits and http://www.p21.
org/our-work/p21-framework

Michigan Education Corps is 

Expanding Its Partnership with all 

three Reeths-Puffer Elementary 

Schools and will Continue Supporting 

the Great Start Readiness Program 

at McMillan Early Childhood Center
We are very excited to once again partner with the Michigan Education Corps in 
the fall of 2017.  In this partnership, the District will receive five full-time and two 
part-time elementary literacy tutors.  The literacy tutors will work one-on-one with 
identified Kindergarten, first and second grade students.  The goal of the program is 
to support schools in providing literacy tutors to build the foundational reading skills 
for students who need additional support.  The literacy tutors will work one-on-one 
with students, in each of our elementary buildings, using a specific set of literacy 
materials to support and enhance the reading skills of our youngest learners.  We 
had outstanding results at Reeths-Puffer Elementary and GSRP last year and are 
very excited about adding additional tutors to our other two elementary schools this 
year.
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Terri Portice

Director of Teaching 

and Learning
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What Content 

and Skills Will My 

Child Be Learning 

This Year?
As a parent, we sometimes feel 
unprepared as to the grade level 
learning expectations for our children.  
To help parents feel better prepared 
for conversations with their child 

throughout the year, I invite you to review the 
grade level brochures found on the Reeths-Puffer 
website.  Once on the website, go to the “Our 
District” tab and select the link for “Departments.”  
Next, select the “Curriculum” tab and then select 
the “Curriculum Corner for Parents” link.  Finally, 
under the heading Math and ELA Curriculum 
Brochures, select the brochure that matches your 
child’s grade level.   These brochures are meant 
to give you a better idea of the content your child 
will be learning this year in school.  

As always, if you have questions please feel free 
to call your child’s school or call Terri Portice, 
Director of Teaching and Learning for Reeths-
Puffer Schools.  Here’s to a great new school year!
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Corner

Keep on Learning!
This summer at RPI, there were a variety of opportunities for students to engage in 
learning beyond the last day of school.  RPI counselor Kelley Peel, along with partnerships 
with universities around the state, R-P high school science teachers, local businesses and 
volunteers from the community, created a summer learning opportunity that had enough 
variety for hundreds of learners to come and expand their knowledge about relevant 
survival topics.  The summer learning program was called, “How to Thrive in a New World” 
and used real world problems to review math concepts, science concepts and drive 
community projects for improvement at RPI.  The programs focused on the themes of 
shelter, food, sustainability, environment, nutrition and technologies.  This continues to foster 
life-long learning and takes learning beyond the streets of Rocket City!

http://www.winningsmilesortho.org/
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Food Service Information
Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year!  I am happy 
to announce there will be no increase to student meal 
prices this school year.  Elementary/Intermediate School 
breakfast is $1.20 and lunch is $2.60.  Middle/High 
School breakfast is $1.45 and lunch is $2.95.  Reduced 
meal prices also remain the same, breakfast at $0.30 and 
lunch at $0.40.  

Children who eat breakfast are more likely to behave 
better in class and show improvement academically.  School breakfast provides 
daily servings of whole grains, fruit and milk.  Help your child start the day right 
with school breakfast.  Breakfast is served as follows:

High School:  7:15 to 7:40 a.m.

Middle School:  7:15 to 7:35 a.m.

Elementary Buildings:  8:15 to 8:35 a.m.

The District continues in partnership with Sodini’s Blueberries, providing 
blueberries for breakfast in all buildings.  Pennsylvania Elementary will supply 
our salad bar at the high school with fresh produce from their hoop house 
gardens.  Reeths-Puffer Intermediate also provides fresh produce from their 
gardens which can be frozen and added to recipes later in the school year.

All free/reduced meals applications must be renewed every year.  Applications 
not renewed by October 16, 2017, will expire and your child/children will be 
required to pay full price for meals.  You may renew your application on paper 
or online.  Paper applications are available at all building offices and kitchens.  
Completed applications may be mailed to Reeths-Puffer Schools Food Service 
Department, 991 W. Giles Road, Muskegon, MI 49445 or return applications 
to school with your child.  Online applications may be completed at www.
lunchapp.com.

Deposits to your child’s account may be made in cash, by check or online at 
www.SendMoneyToSchool.com.

Please contact the Food Service Office at (231) 744-1647, ext. 3715 or 
3716 if you have any questions regarding school meals, free/reduced meal 
applications or deposits.

Thank-you,

Connie Falbe 
Food Service Supervisor
falbec@reeths-puffer.org

Bus “Road”eo 2017  
Each year, school bus drivers from the area compete in displaying their driving 
and knowledge skills.  The top four drivers then compete at state level, with an 
opportunity to compete at an international level.  The event begins with a written 
test, then contestants get behind the wheel of a bus to put their driving skills to the 
test.  Throughout the competition, drivers have the opportunity to demonstrate their 
professionalism, skill, and dedication to pupil transportation.  The event culminates 
with an Awards Banquet and Ceremony, where the winners of the competition are 
announced.   At the banquet, door prizes are awarded.  This is possible through the 
generosity of donations.

Roadeo took place this year in May at Orchard View High school, and Dean 
employees’ who drive for Reeths-Puffer placed second in the competition with one 
Reeths-Puffer driver, Amanda Nelson, placing in the top four making her eligible to 
compete at the state level.

Reeths-Puffer bus drivers would like to thank the businesses that 
donated items for their Roadeo Banquet.

Pictured above (l to r): Shannon Combs, Darrin Reid, Amanda Nelson, Marcella 
Ozanich, Melissa Curton, Donna Looney, Keri Plichta, and Larry Wilberding.

Handsome Hobos  Mr. Quick’s
Wendy’s    Mr. B’s
Wesco    Coney Land
Cash Now   Ace Hardware
Barry’s Greenhouse  Pizza Hut
Twin Lake Greenhouse  Mid-Com
Ray & Sharon’s   Touch of Class Carwash
Bellacino’s

http://www.muskegoncareertech.com/
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Reeths-Puffer Schools and the Muskegon 
Charter Township Fire Department partnered 
recently to provide a great opportunity for 
firefighter training.  The District owns property 
on East River Road, known as the Singerling 
property in memory of Mr. and Mrs. John and 
Joyce Singerling, who were great supporters 
of R-P.  The house sat vacant since they 
passed away several years ago.  As the District 
considered options for the land, the Fire 
Department stepped up with a solution for the 
now-rundown house.  Deputy Fire Chief Bob 
Grabinski and his lieutenants prepared a plan 
to do controlled burn exercises.  The District 
benefitted by having the Fire Department do 
some of the dirty work involved in demolishing 
the house, and the Fire Department benefitted by 
having live training exercises, which are helpful to 
its firefighters, both new and experienced.  

Deputy Chief Grabinski stated, “I wish to express 
our appreciation again for this opportunity.  The 

experience gained by our new members and refresher of skills for our seasoned people 
is invaluable.”  Grabinski directed twelve training exercises, involving every member of the 
Muskegon Township Fire team, as well as involving personnel from Egelston and Fruitport Fire 
Departments.

Facilities Director Adam Ingalls and his maintenance crew prepared the site to make sure the 
structure was safe to turn over to the department.  June 17 was a big day for training, as much 
of the department was on hand with the fire trucks shined up and ready to go.  A small crowd 
gathered from a safe distance away to observe.  The training exercises and the partnership 
were declared a success.  Director of Finance Jason Helsen stated, “I’m pleased that the 
District and the Fire Department were able to work together on this project.  The team from 
Muskegon Charter Township was serious and focused during the drills, and took a few spare 
moments in between to explain what they were doing and to show the equipment to local 
children.”  Grabinski added, “I thank Reeths-Puffer Schools for collaborating and cooperating 
on this drill.  It really makes us proud to be part of Rocket City!”

Partnership to 
Provide Fire Training

http://www.muskegonmission.org/
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Here is an opportunity for YOU to join a community of 
people striving to improve their lifestyle by incorporating a 
fun and positive environment with a focus on FITNESS and 
GRATITUDE!  

Beginning in September, the R-P Workout Club offers LIVE 
fitness classes taught by Certified Instructors.  All proceeds 
collected will be given back to R-P for wellness initiatives 
during the 2017-18 school year.  The workouts take place in 
the RPI/RPEL Café, located at 1500 N. Getty.  (Drive around 
back and enter the café that is located directly across from 
the R-P Baseball fields.)

Three different workouts are offered 

within the workout schedule: 

Monday – 6:00-6:45 PM - PiYo (Yoga and Pilates inspired, 
low impact, high intensity workout that strengthens your 
core, helps improve balance and flexibility.)
Tuesday – 5:15-5:50 AM – INSANITY (Max interval training 
has you work as hard as you can for three-minute intervals, 
with 30-second periods of rest in between.  Exercising at this 
extreme intensity level will help you burn up to 500 calories 
in just 30 minutes.  This workout is similar to a boot camp; 
however, modifications are shown for all fitness levels.)
Thursday – 5:15-6:00 AM – PiYo 

Saturday – 7:30-8:00 AM – INSANITY - Don’t be afraid of 
the name!  This is completely modifiable and ANYONE can 
do it.  If you can walk you can INSANITY!
Saturday – 8:15-9:00 AM – PiYo 

Email Julie Voorhies for the complete workout list or to 
be put on the workout distribution list for updates and 
cancelations (julievoorhies@gmail.com).

Fall Workouts for 2017:  Begin September 11 and run 
through November 21.  

Winter Workouts for 2018:  Begin January 8 and run 
through Spring Break.

Join the Reeths-Puffer Workout Club Facebook Like 
Page: www.facebook.com/ReethsPufferWorkoutClub/

All Classes have a suggested donation of $4 per class or 
an optional five (5) class punch card will be available for 
a $15 donation (card admits you into 5 workouts)!  This 
is a great opportunity for YOU and our COMMUNITY to 
get fit, feel great and help Reeths-Puffer Schools instill 
wellness initiatives for our students.  It’s a WIN/WIN!  YOU 
get fit, happy, and healthy while helping the school support 
students wellness too!

Please consider joining a workout to help improve your 
endurance, stamina and mood through: agility, cardio, 
strength, flexibility, balance training, and a positive 
environment.  These workouts are for any age that wants to 
move (10 – 110 years old), come join us and see if it’s just 
what you need!

For more information please contact Julie Voorhies at 
julievoorhies@gmail.com or feel free to join the group at 
www.facebook.com/groups/RPworkout/. 

Reeths-Puffer WORKOUT CLUB Returns!  R-P’s Workout Club, 

in its third year, inspired by the WELLNESS COMMITTEE!

http://www.laketonbethel.org/
http://www.familyfarmandhome.com/
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YOUth Can Make a Difference
As part of a larger community, Reeths-Puffer eighth grade 
students joined students from several other districts to 
clean Heritage Landing and surrounding areas, and learn 
about service opportunities at the same time.  R-P students 
were joined by United Way staff and volunteers, as well as 
AmeriCorps volunteers as they raked, cleared garbage, 
removed sticks, removed invasive species, cleaned the LSST, 
and completed a variety of other tasks.  While the clean-up 
work was valuable, the goal of the day was for students to 
recognize the importance of service to a community and the 

role it has in their own personal fulfillment.  The day 
ended with an opportunity for R-P students to gather 
with students from other districts to discuss topics they 
felt most passionate about and learn from each other.  
Students selected from topics such as hunger, bullying, 
homelessness, animal cruelty, and environmental 
protection.  The opportunity to serve, combined with 
learning around relevant topics and collaboration with 
other students and adults in our community, made it a 
great learning day for R-P students.

Girls in ITC
A group of RPMS girls had a goal of expanding 
horizons and changing attitudes regarding 
the opportunities for females in the future of 
technology.  That group of girls participated in a 
nationally recognized event called Girls in ICT Day 
at Baker College.  Students were exposed to the 
wide variety of opportunities that are touched by 
technology and engaged in hands on activities with 

women leaders in the field. The goal is to help inspire 
girls to consider a future in technology.  At RPMS, 
we often challenge our students to think about what 
their “why” is.  What impact do they want to have and 
what do they feel passionate about?  One take away 
from students after this day was that the health and 
wellness of our community and environment are 
influenced by technology.  A career in technology can 
be a significant way to have an impact on the things 
they feel passionate about.  The future is bright for 
our young women.

Welcome RPMS Students!

At RPMS, we are looking forward to 
the start of the 2017-18 school year. 
Our mission is for Reeths-Puffer 
Middle School to be a place where 
we “Reach Higher” and our focus 
is doing so through challenging 
and relevant learning opportunities 
that require critical thinking, 
communication, collaboration, and 
problem solving.  The work force our 
students will enter, requires us to engage them in setting lofty 
goals, collaborating with peers, processing and discussing 
complex topics, taking risks, building leadership skills, and 
pushing them outside of their comfort zone.  The countdown 
has started and we can’t wait to see you on the first day of 
school.     
To assist in the start of a great year together, below are some 
important events to place on your calendar: 

RPMS Open House

The RPMS Open House is about making connections.  A 
chance for teachers to connect with parents, students to 
connect with teachers, and students to connect with their 
parents as they share an inside view of their daily schedule. 

Our Open House is scheduled for Monday, September 11th 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

6:30-7:00 Welcome and Introduction in Gymnasium.
7:00-8:00 Rotate through hours 1-6 to meet your   
   students’ teachers and learn a little 
   about the course standards and how to 
   help your student succeed.

Registration and 

Schedule Pick Up Information

You may begin registering your student on-line beginning 
in August through your parent PowerSchool account.  A 
unique code to create a parent account came home with your 
student the last week of school and again with report cards.  
Workstations will also be available for parents to access 
during registration.  Once the on-line registration is complete, 
you may print your confirmation at school or at home and 
speed through the schedule pick-up, student ID and school 
photo process! 

Schedule Pick-up/Registration at the Middle School (you need 
only attend one session):

August 21 from 8:00 a.m. to noon or 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
August 22 from noon to 3:00 p.m. or 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Enjoy the rest of your summer!  I look forward to seeing 
everyone soon.

Mrs. Jennifer Anderson 
Principal, Reeths-Puffer Middle School
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High School 
Registration Dates 
and Information
RPHS students will register on the following dates:

Thursday, August 24:  Senior registration from 
 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. and noon to 3:00 p.m.
Friday, August 25:  Junior registration from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Friday, August 25:  Sophomore registration from noon to 3:00 p.m.
Monday, August 28:  Freshmen registration from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 and noon to 3:00 p.m.

At registration, students can expect to:
• Receive their student ID
• Pick up their class schedule
• Have the option of an assigned locker
• Have the option of a parking pass (assigned by availability starting with upper 

class students)

Make sure to check the post updates on Rocket News (located on the high 
school home page of the District website – www.reeths-puffer.org).

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

MEET YOUR STUDENT’S TEACHER
On Tuesday, September 12, the high school will 
host an Open House for all parents and guardians 
of the student body starting at 5:00 p.m. and ending 
at 8:00 p.m.  This is a great opportunity for parents 
and guardians to meet their student’s teachers and 
gather information about what they expect their 
student to learn over the course of the 2017-2018 
school year.  Please join us on September 12.

On April 8, the Reeths-Puffer Robotics team traveled to Detroit for their 
second season of ‘SeaPerch,’ an underwater remotely operated vehicle 
(ROV) competition.  The participants, consisting of Wyatt Wright, Alex Sherrell, 
Jacob Belknap, and Zane Holderman, earned enough points to qualify for the 
National Competition held at Georgia Tech.  Congratulations to all!

ANNUAL NOTICE OF 
PERSONAL CURRICULUMS
This posting serves notice to all high school parents of the school’s obligation to 
develop a personal curriculum at a parent or guardian’s request.  For more 
information, contact the high school counseling office at 744-1647, ext. 3202.

http://www.orshalrdproductions.com/


Endurance Adventure
Eleven years ago, Endurance Adventure was 
offered for the first time as a pilot at Reeths-Puffer 
Schools.   Although we had Girls on the Run, there 
was nothing for boys.  Rather than offer a “me too” 
program, the District created a unique program 
focused on leadership, teamwork, and physical 
fitness.  Since then, it has evolved from being a 
middle school boys’ spring program to a co-ed 
elementary through eighth grade program offered 
year round.   Grand Haven, Orchard View, Shelby 
and Fruitport have all joined in the spring program.  Watch for registration in the fall, winter 
and spring.  This program would not exist without our incredible high school coaches.
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***ECRWSS***
POSTAL CUSTOMER

REGULAR MEETINGS:
August 21, 2017
September 18, 2017
October 23, 2017
November 20, 2017
December 18, 2017
January 22, 2018
February 12, 2018
March 19, 2018

April 16, 2018
May 21, 2018
June 18, 2018

WORK SESSIONS:
October 9, 2017 
November 6, 2017 
March 5, 2018
May 7, 2018 

2017-2018 BOARD MEETINGS
Board of Education meetings are held at the Educational Services 
Building, 991 W. Giles Road at 5:30 p.m.
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