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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Perry Thompson 

 
The Mississippi Maritime Museum (MMM) membership is steadily growing, but we need your 
help expand our membership further.  If you know of anyone that would be interested in our 
mission (to preserve, educate, promote and exhibit Mississippi’s maritime history for the present 
and future generations) please have them contact us. The MMM address is on our website, where 
you can also find a link to pay online.  Where we most need your help is by volunteering to serve 
on one of our committees. I have said this before and will say it again, your personal involvement 
and assistance is very important to help further our mission and will greatly appreciated for 
generations to come. 

 

The MMM Board of Directors and Committees have been working hard on a number of activities 
and events since our last newsletter. First, our “Get On Board” Capital Campaign drive to raise 
funds for the Museum is moving forward due to the hard work of Robert and Jan Hardy, Dr. Jack 
Hoover, and Ron Schnoor.  We have completed our first lecture series on maritime history by our 
Historian Else Martin. We appreciate all of Else’s enthusiasm and hard work and look forward to 
next summer when Else continues her series. We also appreciate Board Member Bob Smith for 
bring several lecturers to talk about current maritime issues that are ongoing in south Mississippi.  

 
In addition, thanks go out to our MMM Secretary Rene’ 
Shaw for organizing our participation in Ingalls 5-K 
marathon. Thanks also go out to Cynthia Garlich for 
organizing our participation in Zonta this year.  On 
November 8th from 5 to 7 we are having our Fall Social, 
where we will display the winning entries to our recent art 
contest, organized by Board Member Patti Brooks.  Please 
stop by the Maritime Activities Center on Dupont Ave to 
meet and greet our Board and members of the museum, 
and see these wonderful children’s art pieces.  

 

Thanks, Perry  

Fall 2018 

2019 FALL SOCIAL & 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

 

Thursday, November 8th 

5pm-7pm 

Maritime Activities Center 

609 Dupont Ave, Pascagoula, MS 39567 

 

See page 3 for full details 
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SAVE ON YOUR TAXES WHILE HELPING THE MS MARITIME MUSEUM: 

Terry Bollman 

 

For those of us already there or are fast approaching the age of 70 ½ years young, there is a way to see a benefit to 
your federal income taxes while also supporting our museum. 

 

Minimum required IRA distributions can be donated to a charitable organization and not be considered income for tax 
purposes.  The information cited below can be found in IRS Pub 590B, and you probably want to consult your tax 
advisor to see if this provision is right for you.  Should you decide to make such a donation to the MMM, we will 
provide you with the appropriate acknowledgement of your contribution as noted below.  The Pub 590B excerpt reads 
as follows: 

 

“Qualified charitable distributions:  A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) is generally a nontaxable distribution 

made directly by the trustee of your IRA (other than a SEP or SIMPLE IRA) to an organization eligible to receive tax 

deductible contributions.  You must be as least 70 ½ when the distribution was made.  Also, you must have the same 

type of acknowledgement of your 

contribution that you would need to claim a 

deduction for a charitable contribution.  

(See Records to Keep in Pub 526)  The 

maximum annual exclusion for QCDs is 

$100,000.  Any QCD in excess of the 

$100,000 exclusion limit is included in 

income as any other distribution.  If you file 

a joint return, your spouse can also have a 

QCD and exclude up to $100,000.  The 

amount of the QCD is limited to the amount 

of the distribution that would otherwise be 

included in income.  If your IRA includes 

nondeductible contributions, the 

distribution is first considered to be paid 

out of the otherwise taxable income.  

SECRETARY’S CORNER: 

Rene’ Shaw 

 

Taking a moment to recap the activities this year – Mrs. Martin’s History lectures were a resounding success, and we 

are excited to present the remaining pieces of her historical puzzle next summer, as we continue the series.  There 

were additional talks on other subjects as well – the Bar Pilots Assn., and the Marine Fisheries Council, to name a few, 

and more will be on tap next year.  All this in our continuing effort to bring about a place to celebrate the 300+ years of 

maritime history in our state.  The legacy of our maritime heritage, and the variety of efforts needed to bring that 

information to the public, is vast and broad enough to allow all our citizens to participate.  Please contact one of the 

Board members and let’s determine where your talents and enthusiasm can best help further this important cause! 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS: 

Rene’ Shaw 

 

Membership is growing – 104 for 2018!  Plank Owners are being established – 45 thus far!  Lifetime 

Memberships are gaining ground - 15!  If you have not yet renewed your membership for 2018, your 

Plankowner status could be in jeopardy…  2019 is not far away, and membership renewal season starts in 

October.  Dues are payable through the PayPal link on our website or by sending a check to MMM at P.O. 

Box 243, Pascagoula, MS, 39568.  Dues are $25 per year, with the Lifetime Membership option available for a 

one-time payment of $350.  There’s much more to come, and we want you to be a part of it all!!! 

Why join the Mississippi Maritime Museum? 

1. You believe in the importance of lifelong learning. 

2. You appreciate the legacy of the maritime industry as the foundation of commerce along the MS Gulf Coast. 

3. You support innovative community maritime programming for children and adults of all ages. 

4. You want to promote the maritime industry’s impact on our local area and country. 

5. History helps us understand the world at large. 

6. Museums serve as community centers allowing stakeholders to meet, discuss thoughts and opinions, and become 
an active part of the community. 

7. The MS Maritime Museum needs support to continue its mission of education and work force development. 

8. Museums enhance a community’s economy by bringing in tourist dollars. 

9. Membership start at only $25. 

10. All donations to the MS Maritime Museum are tax deductible! 

Join us to hear an update on the MS Maritime Museum, see the youth art 
contest winners, and to renew your membership! 

Short Program at 6pm with light refreshments 
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U.S.S. Makin Island: A Local Ship (2019) 
and A Local Hero (1942) 
Chris Wiggins 
 
In 2006 Ingalls Shipbuilding, in 
Pascagoula, commissioned the 
US Navy’s latest amphibious 
assault ship. This class is second 
in size only to the Navy’s fleet 
carriers. Only 13 navies in the 
world even operate carriers, 
and the United States operates 
20 of the 41 total flat-tops.  
 
LHDs are big—the size of main-
line US carriers during World War II. Each LHD is designed 
to carry and offload a contingent of 1,700 troops with full 
logistical and fire support to carry out a combat mission. 
This includes 6 strike fighters, 12 Osprey tilt rotor aircrafts, 
and a minimum of 12 helicopters. To quote former 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, “An aircraft carrier is 
worth a lot of diplomacy.” 
 
Makin Island stands out in American military history 
because of the raid by US Marines on 17 August 1942. This 
was also the first mission carried out by what was 
America’s first Special Ops force—Carlson’s Raiders. 
 
After the attack on Pearl Harbor until the mid-1940s, with 
the exception of the Doolittle raid on Tokyo, the United 
States had suffered nothing but defeats and stalemates. 
The raid on Makin Island was to destroy the Japanese 
outpost and capture intelligence assets.   
 
Two submarines, USS Argonaut and USS Nautilus, surfaced 
at night. Two hundred and eleven Raiders paddled ashore 
in rubber boats. One of them was a young man from 
Lucedale, Mississippi. Corporal A. C. Hillman already had 
his baptism by fire. December 7, 
1941 found him onboard USS 
California when the Japanese 
attacked. With another Marine, he 
climbed to the crow’s nest and 
fired a .50 caliber machine gun at 
the attacking planes until the two 
ran out of ammunition. As the 
battleship settled to the bottom, 
he and other survivors, swam to 
shore through water that was 

covered 
with 
blazing oil. 
The 
Marines 
had more 
work for 
him. By 
May of the 
next year, 
he was a gunner on the 
USS Lexington and was 
blown overboard in his 
gun tube when planes attacked the aircraft carrier.  
 
Six months later, he was onshore at Makin Island having 
volunteered for Carlson’s Raiders. In a personal interview 
three years ago, AC Hillman told me that they had silently 
infiltrated the Japanese compound. He was hiding under a 
truck when a enemy guard, leaning against it, dropped a 
pack of cigarettes. The man reached down. “All he had to 
do was glance in my direction…but he didn’t.” Gunfire 
broke out prematurely. They got intelligence information 
from the radio post. They were attacked by aircraft and 
retaliating soldiers before they could reach the 
submarines. Twenty-two Marines were killed. In the chaos 
of battle and withdrawal, nine were left behind. These 
were subsequently hunted down over the next month and 
ritually executed by beheading. After the war, the garrison 
commander, who had given the order for execution of the 
POWs, Vice Admiral Abe, was hanged for war crimes. 
 
The lasting legacy of the Raid on Makin Island was that it, 
along with the Doolittle Raid, gave America the shot in the 
arm of public enthusiasm that this country needed so 
early in the war. Hillman went on to participate in the 
landings on Tulagi, Guadalcanal, and Iwo Jima, then 
returned to civilian life in Lucedale and the Army reserves.  
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Cpl. A.C. Hillman 

Makin Island Raiders, 1942 

Hillman top row 3rd from left 

USS Makin Island, LHD-8 


