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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Lancaster Area Sewer

Authority (LASA) is modify-
ing its Rules and Regula-
tions concerning the dis-
charge of Industrial Waste.
These modifications are in
response to a Headworks
Analysis (Local Limit Analy-
sis) conducted in accor-
dance with LASA’s National
Pollution Discharge Elimi-
nation System (NPDES) Per-
mit. The proposed modifi-
cations may be viewed at
the LASA Administration
Building (130 Centerville
Road Lancaster, PA 17603)
or on the LASA website at
www.lasa.org. Written com-
ments must be submitted
no later than 30 days after
the date of this publication. 







What are local limits? 

Local limits are site specific pollutant limitations that address the needs and concerns of LASA’s Susquehanna Water 
Pollution Control Facility (SWPCF), its sludge, and its receiving waters. They are required by LASA’s SWPCF National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. The goal is to establish pollutant limits that prevent pass through 
or interference with operations. 

How are they calculated? 

The SWPCF’s treatment capabilities are determined through sampling and analysis throughout the collection system and 
SWPCF treatment plant over changing seasons. The data collected for this analysis was entered into the required EPA 
Region 3 Local Limits Spreadsheet to calculate the limits and submitted to EPA for approval. EPA has approved the 
submission.  

How do we enforce them? 

We are required to adopt these new Local Limits by August 13, 2022 (within four months of acceptance by EPA). EPA will 
issue a public notice pursuant to 40 CFR 403.11(b) providing for a period of not less than 30 days during which interested 
person may submit their written views on the limit modifications. After receipt of copies of both the adopted limits for 
LASA and after completion of the previously mentioned 30-day public comment period, EPA will provide LASA with a 
formal approval letter unless significant adverse public comments are received. 

A comparison of the current and newly calculated local limits 

Pollutant Current Local Limit 
(mg/L) 

New Local Limits 
(mg/L) 

More or Less Stringent 

Cadmium 0.11 0.03 More 
Chromium 1.8 1.0 More 

Copper 0.9 0.9 No change 
Cyanide, Total 0.7 0.4 More 

Lead 0.7 0.3 More 
Mercury 0.01 0.01 No change 

Nickel 1.6 0.7 More 
Silver 1.0 0.1 More 
Zinc 0.6 1.4 Less 

BOD5 1,100 Removed Less 
TSS 2,000 Removed Less 
FOG 100 100 No change 

 

Why are so many limits more stringent? 

The previous local limits were calculated from data generated in 2008-2010. Much has changed since that time in our 
service area, treatment process, and health and water quality criteria that EPA looks at in determining the limits. 

What are the impacts to our industries? 

No new pollutants were added to the local limits listing. Several of the metals parameters are more stringent.  

The spreadsheet calculations also determined that Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Total Suspended Solids (TSS) 
pollutants could be removed from the local limits listing. EPA was in agreement that although BOD and TSS are existing 
local limits, there have been no indications of pass through, interference or impacts to sludge disposal as a result of BOD 
and TSS discharges. In addition, LASA implements a waste strength surcharge program which includes BOD and TSS. BOD 
and TSS will continue to be monitored in influent, effluent, sludge and industrial samples, as appropriate. 
 

 


