
Cleaning with ProxyClean® 

Sodium Percarbonate (2 Na ₂CO ₃ · 3 H ₂O ₂) is sold by 

Barrel Builders under the trade name of ProxyClean® 

and is a white, odorless, crystalline powder. It has 

become the standard replacement for chlorine-based 

products.  

 

As an oxygen-based bleaching agent, it provides over 

15% available oxygen; the remaining breakdown products are water and 

sodium carbonate, making it an environmentally friendly product. Other 

advantages include a long shelf life, relatively safe handling characteristics, and 

is easy to mix and apply. lt is also effective at removing tartrate deposits from 

barrels.  

 

Sodium percarbonate has a myriad number of uses, but since it is approved for 

use around food it is a natural choice for use on wooden cooperage. In a 

concentrated solution, we have found it will bleach the exterior of a barrel back 

to white.  

 

Remember that any attempt to bring back a barrel that has gone off is just that 

- an attempt. A stronger solution will be more powerful, but more than three 

cups per barrel will degrade the wood and strip some of the oak flavors. 

Whatever amount you use, be sure to rinse several times and use Citric acid in 

the least one of the rinses.  

 

Procedure for cleaning the inside of a barrel with ProxyClean® 

 

1. Rinse the barrel with non-chlorinated water to be sure it is free of dust and 

debris. 

2. Dissolve ProxyClean® in a clean bucket with some cool non-chlorinated 

water (see Table of Solutions for correct dilution)   

3. Pour dissolved ProxyClean® in the barrel 

4. Fill the rest of the barrel completely with cool non-chlorinated water. Hot 

water releases the oxygen too quickly.  

5. Loosely bung.  

6. Allow the solution to stand tor 24 hours.  

7. Empty and rinse barrel several times with cool non-chlorinated water.  

8. Neutralize the barrel with a citric acid solution but use tartaric if brett is a 

problem. Empty the barrel and either add wine or sulfur the barrel. 



 


