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Summarize main points from each video. 
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Summarize your understanding of each paragraph. 

Agriculture is the science or practice of farming, including cultivation 
of the soil for the growing of crops and the rearing of animals to 
provide food, wool, and other products. synonyms: farming, 
cultivation, tillage, tilling, land/farm management, horticulture. 

Agriculture is the cultivation and breeding of animals, plants and 
fungi for food, fiber, biofuel, medicinal plants and other products 
used to sustain and enhance human life.   

Agriculture was the key development in the rise of sedentary human 
civilization, whereby farming of domesticated species created food 
surpluses that nurtured the development of civilization.  

The major agricultural products can be broadly grouped into foods, 
fibers, fuels, and raw materials. Specific foods include cereals (grains), 
vegetables, fruits, oils, meats and spices. Fibers include cotton, wool, 
hemp, silk and flax. Raw materials include lumber and bamboo. … 

Topic Introduction 



1. Read the passage.  
2. Underline key expressions in each sentence. 
3. Re-write each word (or expression) you underlined. 
4. Summarize the passage. 
 

Read/Summarize Text 

Wikipedia: Agriculture 

Using a complete sentence, summarize or rephrase the passage 

Re-write words you underlined 

In the past century, agriculture has been characterized by 
increased productivity, the substitution of synthetic fertilizers 
and pesticides for labor, water pollution, and farm subsidies.  

In recent years there has been a backlash against the external 
environmental effects of conventional agriculture, resulting in 
the organic, regenerative, and sustainable agriculture 
movements.  

The growth of organic farming has renewed research in 
alternative technologies such as integrated pest management 
and selective breeding. Recent mainstream technological 
developments include genetically modified food. 
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Read Text for Comprehension 

Livestock production systems 
 

Animals, including horses, mules, oxen, water buffalo, camels, llamas, 

alpacas, donkeys, and dogs, are often used to help cultivate fields, harvest 

crops, wrangle other animals, and transport farm products to buyers. 

Animal husbandry not only refers to the breeding and raising of animals 

for meat or to harvest animal products (like milk, eggs, or wool) on a 

continual basis, but also to the breeding and care of species for work and 

companionship. 

 

An ox-pulled plough in India 

Livestock production systems can be defined based on feed source, as 

grassland-based, mixed, and landless. As of 2010, 30% of Earth's ice- and 

water-free area was used for producing livestock, with the sector 

employing approximately 1.3 billion people. Between the 1960s and the 

2000s, there was a significant increase in livestock production, both by 

numbers and by carcass weight, especially among beef, pigs and 

chickens, the latter of which had production increased by almost a factor 

of 10. Non-meat animals, such as milk cows and egg-producing chickens, 

also showed significant production increases. Global cattle, sheep and 

goat populations are expected to continue to increase sharply through 

2050. Aquaculture or fish farming, the production of fish for human 

consumption in confined operations, is one of the fastest growing sectors 

of food production, growing at an average of 9% a year between 1975 

and 2007. 

 

 

 

Read this article for deeper understanding.  No summary is required, 
although you may want to circle, underline, or mark key ideas and words.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture


Copy and Label the Illustration in the Space Provided 

Draw Illustration 

elanni.wikispaces.com 



Make a Bar Graph 

Using the table shown 
here, construct a bar graph 
in the space provided. 



Instructions 

Show-Off Your Smarts! 

• Complete as an individual or small group. 
• Discuss your ideas/answers/responses in a small group. 
• Select one person to present your responses to the class. 

Q1. How can this information be applied to a young-person’s life? 
 
 

 
Q2. How does this information apply to (or impact) communities? 
 
 
 
Q3. When do scientists need to apply this information? How? 
 
 
 
Q4. How does this topic connect to other science topics or math? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Write down at least three words introduced or covered by this topic. 



1850 

Write what life was like (as a farmer) in 1850 compared to today. If 
you do not (yet) know … use your imagination and best guess … 

Compare and Contrast 

today 


