
Notice of Purpcoses

Protecting your personnl henlth informntion 
under the Personnl Henlth Informntion Act

Whnt is the Personnl Henlth Informntion Act?

The Personal Health Informaton Act orp PHIA is a new crpovincial law that aims to balance yourp rpight to 
have yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation crpotected with the need of those in the health sectorp to use yourp 
inforpmation to crpovide you with accrpocrpiate carpe and trpeatment.

How does PHIA protect my personnl henlth informntion?

PHIA rpequirpes that “custodians” of cerpsonal health inforpmation  including hoscitals, chysicians, dentists, 
and nurpsing homes) have colicies and crpactices to crpotect yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation.  nderp PHIA
we must:

 follow PHIA’s rpequirpements forp accrpocrpiate collection, use, disclosurpe, rpetention and destrpuction of 
yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation

 have a crpivacy contact cerpson who can answerp yourp questions about ourp management of yourp 
cerpsonal health inforpmation

 have colicies to crpotect the crpivacy and securpity of yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation whetherp it is 
held on cacerp orp in electrponic forpm, orp if it is unrpecorpded

 have a comclaints colicy forp you to use if you have concerpns about ourp comcliance with PHIA

 take accrpocrpiate action if the crpivacy of yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation has been brpeached which 
may include notifying you orp the Prpivacy Review Ofcerp

 handle yourp rpequests forp access to and corprpection of yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation

Who cnn see nnd use my personnl henlth informntion? 

 individuals involved in yourp carpe and trpeatment, including students

 individuals who rpequirpe the inforpmation to get cayment forp yourp health carpe 

 anyone who can legally act forp you with yourp consent

 scecifed orpganizations who have a legal rpight to see the inforpmation 
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Whnt nre my rights under PHIA?

 You have the rpight to have yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation collected, used, disclosed, rpetained and 
destrpoyed accorpding to the crpovisions in PHIA. 

 You have the rpight to rpequest access to yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation which is crpovided 
accorpding to the PHIA access fee schedule

 You have the rpight to rpequest a corprpection to yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation.

 You have the rpight to rpequest inforpmation on who has accessed yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation 
held in electrponic forpm.

 You have the rpight to rpequest that some orp all of yourp cerpsonal health inforpmation not be collected, 
used orp disclosed to scecifc individuals orp orpganizations involved in yourp carpe.

 You have the rpight to make a comclaint to any custodian rpelated to theirp management of yourp 
cerpsonal health inforpmation.

 You have the rpight to rpequest a rpeview by the Review Ofcerp rpesconsible forp PHIA if you arpe not 
satisfed with the rpesolution of yourp comclaint orp yourp access orp corprpection rpequest.

Who do I contnct for more informntion on my rights under PHIA?

This informaton is a summaryu of yuour righss anዢ our obligatons unዢer PHIA. There are specifc 

exceptons so shese righss anዢ obligatons. 

You can also contact ourp PHIA Contact Perpson, /rp. Valerpie Grpant, at  902) 702-2847 orp 

vgrpant@rpesonatetherpacy.ca. 

Forp generpal inforpmation on PHIA, you can rpeach the /ecarptment of Dealth and Hellness PHIA contact at 

1-902-424-5419 orp toll-frpee at 1-855-640-4765.You can also get generpal inforpmation on PHIA at 

www.novascotia.caa/DHaPDIA  orp by e-mailing yourp questions to chia@gov.ns.ca.
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